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​Preface
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I'm in prison — a prison that does nothing to rehabilitate you. So I decided to rehabilitate myself by studying the Word of God and by writing books which I can share with the world. For as Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 2:9: “I suffer and am even chained like a criminal, but the Word of God is not in chains.“

Unlike Paul, who was innocent of a crime, I am guilty of a crime and I pray to God everyday for forgiveness for what I did.

This book is 365 days of motivational Scriptures and commentary thereon, based on the characteristics of the heroic men and women of the Bible. We need to imitate them as per Hebrews 13:7:

“Remember your former leaders, who spoke God's message to you. Think back on how they lived and died, and imitate their faith,”

The ultimate hero to imitate is, of course, Jesus, as highlighted in 1 John 2:6:

“Whoever says he remains in union with God should live just as Jesus did.“

So we need to imitate the incredible traits of their lives, such as: Faith, thankfulness, kindness, patience, endurance, humility, obedience, love, forgiveness and reverence.

By doing so we can become pure in God's sight and win the ultimate prize, which is eternal life!

In conclusion, I would like to dedicate this book to the Barnes family who I caused so much pain and suffering to because of the crime I committed. I ask that they and all the people who I negatively affected by my actions, will forgive me, just as the Lord has forgiven me. I know he loves me and that's why he has corrected me, as confirmed in James 12:6:

“Because the Lord corrects everyone he loves, and punishes everyone he accepts as a son.“

God bless you 365 days of the year.

Love

Jonathan

The Bible I used for this book is the Good News Bible – Today's English Version – British usage edition.

​

​

​JANUARY 1

​HEED GOD'S WARNINGS

IT WAS faith that made Noah hear God's warnings about things in the future that he could not see. He obeyed God and built a boat in which he and his family were saved. As a result the world was condemned, and Noah received from God the righteousness that comes by faith. 

[Hebrews 11:7]

Noah's name means “relief” and he gave us all relief by saving mankind. Without faith Noah wouldn't have built the ark and saved mankind. Noah saved his family from condemnation and death. He heeded God's warnings. Have you heard God's warnings about things in the future that you can't see? If you have, you will be saved and will receive the righteousness that comes by faith.

To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see. It was by their faith that people of ancient times won God's approval. It is by faith that we understand that the universe was created by God's Word, so that what can be seen was made out of what cannot be seen. 

[Hebrews 11:1-3]

The universe was created by God's Word
​

​JANUARY 2

​His Wish Came True

WHEN THE TIME DREW near for Jacob to die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “Place your hand between my thighs and make a solemn vow that you will not bury me in Egypt. I want to be buried where my fathers are — carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.“ 

Joseph answered, “I will do as you say.“

Jacob said, “Make a vow that you will.“ 

Joseph made a vow, and Jacob gave thanks there on his bed. 

[Genesis 47:29-31]

Jacob's wish came true:

The king answered, “Go and bury Jacob, as you promised you would.“ 

[Genesis 50:6]

By thanking God Jacob made his wish come true. When we ask for something from God, we must be thankful for his eternal grace.

“And with all his abundant wealth through Jesus Christ, my God will supply all your needs.“ 

[Philippians 4:19]

Thank God for all he supplies

​JANUARY 3

​Be Kind in Case....

THE Lord appeared to Abraham at the sacred trees of Mamre. As Abraham was sitting at the entrance of his tent during the hottest part of the day, he looked up and saw three men standing there. As soon as he saw them, he ran out to meet them. Bowing down with his face touching the ground, he said, “Sirs please do not pass by my home without stopping — I am here to serve you. Let me bring some water for you to wash your feet — you can rest here beneath this tree. I will also bring a bit of food — it will give you the strength to continue your journey. You have honored me by coming to my home, so let me serve you.“ 

They replied, “Thank you — we accept.“

[Genesis 18:1-5]

The Lord appeared at Mamre, a name which means “strength and abundance”. You see, these men had come to tell Abraham about the son he was about to have in his old age. Sarah, his wife, was old and had stopped having her monthly periods. Showing kindness to these men was important for Abraham — imagine if he was unkind to them! Be kind to everyone you meet today as you never know what good news they might bring.

The Lord blessed Sarah, as he had promised and she became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham when he was old. The boy was born at the time God had said he would be born.

[Genesis 21:1-2]

God keeps his promises 

​JANUARY 4

​Patience Will Bear Fruit

BOAZ SAID TO RUTH, “Take off your cloak and spread it out here.“ 

She did, and he poured out nearly twenty kilograms of barley and helped her to lift it on her shoulder. Then she returned to town with it. When she arrived home, her mother-in-law asked her, “How did you get on my daughter?“ Ruth told her everything that Boaz had done for her. 

She added, “He told me I must not come back to you empty handed, so he gave me all this barley.“ 

Naomi said to her, “Now be patient, Ruth, until you see how this all turns out. Boaz will not rest today until he settles the matter.“ 

[Ruth 3:15-18]

Boaz's name means “in him is strength” and this is portrayed in his character. This patience with Boaz eventually led to Ruth marrying him and bearing a child who became the grandfather of David. Jesus was the descendant of David. You see how important patience is!

Be patient, then, my brothers, until the Lord comes. See how patient a farmer is as he waits for his land to produce precious crops. He waits patiently for the Autumn and Spring rains. You must also be patient. Keep your hopes high, for the day of the Lord's coming is near.

[James 5:7-8]

Be patient as the Lord is coming 


​JANUARY 5

​Endure to Beat Temptation 

POTIPHAR HANDED OVER everything he had to the care of Joseph and did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. Joseph was well-built and good-looking, and after a while his master's wife began to desire Joseph and asked him to go to bed with her. He refused and said to her, “Look, my master, does not have to concern himself with anything in the house because I am here. He has put me in charge of everything he has, and he has not kept back anything from me — except you. How then could I do such an immoral thing and sin against God?“ 

Although she asked Joseph day after day, he would not go to bed with her. 

[Genesis 38:6-10]

Endurance is important when facing temptation. Even if, by rejecting temptation, it still gets you into trouble as was in Joseph's case where he was falsely accused of rape. During your day lots of temptations will come your way, endure them and you will be rewarded.

Of course, my brothers, I really do not think that I have already won the prize — the one thing I do, however, is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead. So I run straight towards the goal in order to win the prize, which is God's call through Jesus Christ to the life above.

[Philippians 3:13-14]

Endure to win the prize of eternal life

​JANUARY 6

​Our Hope Lies in Jesus

HERE IS MY servant, whom I have chosen, the one I love and with whom I am pleased. I will send my Spirit upon him, and he will announce my judgment to the nations. He will not argue or shout, or make loud speeches in the streets. He will be gentle to those that are weak, and kind to those who are helpless. He will persist until he causes justice to triumph, and on him all people will put their hope. 

[Matthew 12:18-21]

That was God speaking through the prophet Isaiah. For some of us all we have in the world is hope, and our hope lies in the Lord Jesus Christ. Today think of all those who are suffering and pray that they might find hope, because without hope all is lost!

Yet hope returns when I remember one thing: the Lord's unfailing love and mercy still continue, fresh as the morning, as sure as the sunrise, the Lord is all I have, and so I put my hope in him. 

[Lamentations 3:21-24]

Put your hope in the Lord



​JANUARY 7

​He Preached Righteousness 

GOD did not spare the ancient world, but brought the flood on the world of godless people — the only ones he saved were Noah, who preached righteousness, and seven other people. 

[2 Peter 2:5]

This is a sign of things to come. Noah preached righteousness, but he was the only one and because of this, he and his family were saved. The godless people were doomed for all eternity. Be one of those who are saved.

They purposely ignore the fact that long ago God gave a command, and the heavens and earth were created. The earth was formed out of water and by water, and it was also by water, the water of the flood, that the old world was destroyed. But the heavens and the earth that now exist are being preserved by the same command of God, in order to be destroyed by fire. They are being kept for the day when godless people will be judged and destroyed.

[2 Peter 3:5-7]

Don't be one of those godless people 

​JANUARY 8

​Give Your Tithe

AND ABRAHAM GAVE MELCHIZEDEK one tenth of all the loot he had recovered. The king of Sodom said to Abraham, “Keep the loot, but give me back all my people.“ 

Abraham answered, “I solemnly swear before the Lord, the Most High God, Maker of Heaven and Earth, that I will not keep anything of yours, not even a thread or a sandal strap. Then you can never say, 'I am the one that made Abraham rich.' I will take nothing for myself.“

[Genesis 14:20-24]

Melchizedek means the “king of righteousness”, so Abraham was dealing with a very important person. Abraham never wanted anybody's riches for himself and in fact was the first person to give a tithe — one tenth of his money. Not only was he humble but unselfish, charitable and kind. Take time today to consider giving one tenth of your earnings to those in need.

And God who supplies seed to sow and bread to eat, will also supply you with all the seed you need and will make it grow and produce a rich harvest from your generosity. He will always make you rich enough to be generous at all times, so that many will thank God for your gifts which they receive from us.

[2 Corinthians 9:10-11]

God will make you rich enough

​JANUARY 9

​He Saved Mankind

​GOD said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all mankind. I will destroy them completely, because the world is full of their violent deeds.“    [Genesis 6:13]  “Build a boat for yourself out of good timber — make rooms in it and cover it with tar inside and out.“ [Genesis 6:14]  “I'm going to send a flood on the earth to destroy every living being. Everything on the earth will die, but I will make a Covenant with you. Go into the boat with your wife, your sons, and their wives. Take into the boat with you a male and a female of every kind of animal and every kind of bird, in order to keep them alive. Take along all kinds of food for you and them.“  Noah did everything that God commanded.   [Genesis 6:17-22]

​Imagine being in Noah's shoes — God told you to build a massive boat in which you must put in every animal and bird plus your family! It took incredible faith and obedience for him to do this and at the end of the day he saved mankind. If you love God you will obey him.

For our love for God means that we obey his commands. And his commands are not too hard for us, because every child of God is able to defeat the world. And we win the victory over the world by means of our faith. Who can defeat the world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

[1 John 5:3-5]

We can defeat the world only if we believe

​JANUARY 10

​Love Matters

AND THIS IS THE STORY of Jacob's family. Joseph, a young man of 17, took care of the sheep and goats with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's concubines. He brought bad reports to his father about what his brothers were doing. Jacob loved Joseph more than all his other sons, because he had been born to him when he was old. He made a long robe with full sleeves for him.

[Genesis 37:2-3]

Jacob loved Joseph the most, as not only was he old when he had him, but he bore him with his wife Rachel who was his first love. Apart from Joseph he had another eleven sons and one daughter. Even though he had his favorite, he still showed great love to all of them, which can be witnessed in his story and the blessings he gave them. Love helped him live a long and fruitful life and it will help you too.

I may be able to speak the languages of men and even of angels, but if I have no love, my speech is no more than a noisy gong or a clanging bell. I may have the gift of inspired preaching — I may have all the knowledge and understand all secrets — I may have all the faith needed to move mountains — but if I have no love, I am nothing. 

[1 Corinthians 13:1-2]

Without love we are nothing

​JANUARY 11

​Forgive Them

JOSEPH SAID TO HIS brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?“ 

But when his brothers heard this, they were so terrified that they could not answer. Then Joseph said to them, “Please come closer.“ 

They did, and he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be upset or blame yourselves because you sold me here. It is really God who sent me ahead of you to save people's lives.“

[Genesis 45:3-5]

Joseph was kind and gentle as he calmed his brother's fear of him taking retribution for the evil they had committed against him. This is how we should approach someone who has done us wrong in the past — Forgive them!

So watch what you do! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in one day, and each time he comes to you saying, 'I repent,' you must forgive him.

[Luke 17:3-4]

If he repents you must forgive them



​JANUARY 12

​Oh What Joy!

JOSEPH GOT IN HIS CHARIOT and went to Goshen to meet his father. When they met, Joseph threw his arms round his father's neck and cried for a long time. 

Jacob said to Joseph, “I am ready to die, now that I have seen you and know that you are still alive.“ 

[Genesis 46:29-30]

Oh what joy it was for Jacob that day when he saw the son he loved the most after many years. It was his dying wish to see his long lost son again and the Lord granted it. Can you imagine how much joy there will be when we see Jesus again?!

When a woman is about to give birth, she is sad because her hour of suffering has come — but when the baby is born, she forgets her suffering, because she is happy that the baby has been born into the world. That is how it is with you — now you are sad, but I will see you again, and your hearts will be filled with gladness, the kind of gladness that no one can take away from you.

[John 16:21-22]

Think of that joy when we see Jesus 

​JANUARY 13

​Take the Stone Away

JACOB SAID, “SINCE it is still broad daylight and not yet time to bring the flocks in, why don't you water them and take them back to pasture?“ 

They answered, “We can't do that until all the flocks are here and the stone has been rolled back — then we will water the flocks.“ 

While Jacob was still talking to them, Rachel arrived with the flock. When Jacob saw Rachel with his uncle Laban's flock, he went to the well, rolled the stone back, and watered the sheep.

[Genesis 29:7-10]

Jacob obviously wanted to impress Rachel. In order to give life-giving water to the flocks, he had to roll back the stone — just as the stone was rolled back from the tomb of Lazarus to give him life. If there is a stone in the way of your life with God, Take it Away!

Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance. 

“Take the stone away!“ Jesus ordered. 

Martha, the dead man's sister answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried for four days.“ 

Jesus said to her, “Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if you believed?“ 

[John 11:38-40]

Take away the things in the way of God

​JANUARY 14

​Do Good to One Another

JACOB SENT MESSENGERS ahead of him to his brother Esau in the country of Edom. 

He instructed them to say, “I, Jacob, your obedient servant, report to my master Esau that I have been staying with Laban and that I have delayed my return until now. I own cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats and slaves. I am sending you a word, Sir, in hope of gaining your favor.“ [Genesis 32:3-5]

Jacob had deceived Esau by taking Esau's blessings from his father Isaac. Seeing him again for the first time since the deception was scary for Jacob, so he had to be respectful and polite. It's hard to be angry with someone when they humble themselves and are respectful towards your feelings. Try that next time someone is angry with you.

We urge you, our brothers, to warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but at all times make it your aim to do good to one another and all people.

[1 Thessalonians 5:14-15]

Don't pay back wrong for wrong

​JANUARY 15

​Honest Business

“WHAT SHALL I PAY YOU?“ Laban asked. 

Jacob answered, “I don't want any wages. I will continue to take care of your flocks if you agree to this suggestion: let me go through all your flocks today and take every black lamb and every spotted or speckled young goat. That is all the wages I want. In the future you can easily find out if I have been honest. When you come to check on my wages, if I have any goat that isn't speckled or spotted or any sheep that isn't black, you will know it's been stolen.“ 

[Genesis 30:31-33]

The name Laban means “white” and amazingly Jacob left him with all the white sheep. Jacob negotiated his payment based on an honest business transaction. Instead of a monetary payment, he used his initiative and asked for livestock. The livestock would produce more money for him and his future generations. Honest business will make you wealthier.

Honest people will lead a full, happy life. But if you are in a hurry to get rich, you are going to get punished.

[Proverbs 28:20]

Don't be in a hurry to get rich

​JANUARY 16

​Terrible Accusations 

THEN THE Lord said to Abraham, “There are terrible accusations against Sodom and Gomorrah, and their sin is very great. I must go down to find out whether or not the accusations which I have heard are true.“ 

Then the two men left and went towards Sodom, but the Lord remained with Abraham. Abraham approached the Lord and asked, “Are you really going to destroy the innocent with the guilty?“

[Genesis 18:20-23]

Abraham wasn't afraid to question God as to the justice of his decision to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. At that time though, the Lord hadn't decided if the accusations against the people there were true or not. When he did investigate further, he found that all the accusations were true and all the people were guilty. Don't make assumptions in your daily life, first find out all the facts.

A false accusation is as deadly as a sword, a club, or a sharp arrow.

[Proverbs 25:18]

Investigate before accusing someone

​JANUARY 17

​Maintain Peace

LOT ALSO HAD SHEEP, goats and cattle, as well as his own family and servants. And so there was not enough pasture land for the two of them to stay together, because they had too many animals. So quarrels broke out between the men who took care of Abraham's animals and those who took care of Lot's animals. Then Abraham said to Lot, “We are relatives, and your men and my men shouldn't be quarreling. So let's separate. Choose any part of the land you want. You go one way and I will go the other.“ 

[Genesis 13:5-9]

Sometimes in life we have to make decisions such as Abraham had to make. In order to maintain peace within the family we may need to be fair and let the other person have the first option. It takes a better person to do that!

Be tolerant with one another and forgive one another whenever any of you has a complaint against someone else. You must forgive one another just as the Lord has forgiven you.

[Colossians 3:13]

Be the better person always

​JANUARY 18

​Set Yourself Goals

LABAN SAID TO JACOB, “You shouldn't work for me for nothing just because you are my relative. How much pay do you want?“ 

Laban had two daughters — the elder was named Leah, and the younger Rachel. Leah had lovely eyes, but Rachel was shapely and beautiful. Jacob was in love with Rachel, so he said, “I will work seven years for you, if you let me marry Rachel.“ 

[Genesis 29:15-18]

Seven years is a long time to work for payment such as a wife which Jacob worked for. Imagine working that long with your eyes on a single goal! Setting goals are important for success. As it happened, Jacob had to work seven years for Leah and then another seven years for Rachel!

Surely you know that many runners take part in a race, but only one of them wins the prize. Run, then, in such a way as to win the prize. Every athlete in training submits to strict discipline, in order to be crowned with a wreath that will not last — but we do it for one that will last forever. That is why I run straight for the finish line — that is why I am like a boxer who does not waste punches. I harden my body with blows and bring it under complete control to keep myself from being disqualified after having called others to the contest. 

[1 Corinthians 9:24-27]

Set and achieve your goals

​JANUARY 19

​God is Wisdom

THE KING AND HIS OFFICIALS approved this plan, and he said to them, “We will never find a better man than Joseph, a man who has God's Spirit in him.“ 

The king said to Joseph, “God has shown you all this, so it is obvious that you have greater wisdom and insight than anyone else.“ 

[Genesis 41:37-39]

It's not a coincidence that Joseph had great wisdom and insight, as he had God's Spirit in him. God is wisdom — “for what seems to be God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom”— [1 Corinthians 1:25]. You will also get wisdom once you have God's Spirit in you.

To be wise you must first obey the Lord. If you know the Holy One, you have understanding. Wisdom will add years to your life. You are the one who will profit if you have wisdom, and if you reject it, you are the one who will suffer.[Proverbs 9:10-12]

Wisdom will help you live longer



​JANUARY 20

​Trust the Lord

––––––––
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ABRAHAM PUT HIS trust in the Lord, and because of this the Lord was pleased with him and accepted him.

[Genesis 15:6]

Abraham was living around the year 2000 B.C. He lived in remote areas with not much human interaction. Now to trust someone nowadays is difficult, but for him it must have been so much more difficult, because of the scarcity of humans. What's more he trusted God — someone who we cannot see or touch, and because of this God was pleased with him and he was accepted. Trust the Lord!

For we fix our attention, not on things that can be seen, but on things that are unseen. What can be seen lasts only for a time, but what cannot be seen lasts forever. For we know that when this tent we live in — our body here on earth — is torn down, God will have a house in heaven for us to live in, a home he himself has made, which will last forever. 

[2 Corinthians 4:18 — 5:1]

His home lasts forever

​JANUARY 21

​We Depend on God's Mercy

ON THE THIRD DAY JOSEPH said to them, “I am a God-fearing man, and I will spare your lives on one condition. To prove that you are honest, one of you will stay in the prison where you have been kept — the rest of you may go and take back to your families the corn you have bought. Then you must bring your youngest brother to me. This will prove that you have been telling the truth, and I will not put you to death.“ 

They agreed to this...

[Genesis 42:18-20]

Joseph's brothers should have suffered for what they had done to him, so they could understand their sin against him. But he was merciful and just gave them a way out, on the condition that they were honest. The Lord wants you to be honest in everything and then he will be merciful to you.

Shall we say, then, that God is unjust? Not at all. 

For he said to Moses, “I will have mercy on anyone I wish — I will take pity on anyone I wish.“ 

So then, everything depends, not on what man wants or does, but only on God's mercy.

[Romans 9:14-16]

Nothing depends on what man wants 

​JANUARY 22

​The Lord is Peace

GIDEON THEN REALIZED that it was the Lord's angel he had seen, and he said in terror, “Sovereign Lord! I have seen your angel face to face!“ 

But the Lord said to him, “Peace. Don't be afraid. You will not die.“ 

Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and named it, “The Lord is Peace.“ (It is still standing at Ophrah, which belongs to the clan of Abiezer). 

[Judges 6:22-24]

Heroes of the Bible, like Gideon, left behind a legacy — his name, Gideon, even means “great destroyer”! In this instance Gideon left behind an altar named, “The Lord is Peace”, for all mankind to read and believe. He had seen the Lord's angel but he was made at peace even though he was in terror. Be at peace today.

Come and see what the Lord has done. See what amazing things he has done on earth. He stops wars all over the world — he breaks bows, destroys spears, and sets shields on fire. “Stop fighting,” he says, “and know that I am God, Supreme among nations, Supreme over the world.“ 

[Psalms 46:8-10]

Stop your fighting

​JANUARY 23

​Give Back to God

THEN JACOB MADE A vow to the Lord: “If you will be with me and protect me on this journey I am making and give me food and clothing, and I return safely to my Father's home, then you will be my God. This memorial stone which I have set up will be the place where you are worshipped and I will give you a tenth of everything you give me.“ 

[Genesis 28:20-22]

Just like his grandfather Abraham, Jacob continued the tradition of giving a tithe (10% of everything he was given). When we ask God for something in our lives, do we give back as a tithe as Abraham and Jacob did?

I am not trying to relieve others by putting a burden on you — but since you have plenty at this time, it is only fair that you should help those who are in need. Then, when you are in need and they have plenty, they will help you. In this way both are treated equally. 

As the Scripture says, 'The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.

[2 Corinthians 8:13-15]

Give to the needy and your church

​JANUARY 24

​Believe the Goodness in People 

SOME TIME LATER KING Nahash of Ammon died, and his son Hanun became king. 

King David said, “I must show loyal friendship to Hanun, as his father Nahash did to me.“ 

So David sent messengers to express his sympathy.

[2 Samuel 10:1-2]

What a good man David was — he was a very good man. On this occasion he sent his messengers to express sympathy to Hanun when his dad died. But it turned out that Hanun didn't believe David was good, instead he thought he was coming to spy on the city to conquer them. As a result Hanun started a war with David and the Israelites, which they lost. As a result many thousands of people died. This is a life lesson for us — take people's goodness at face value.

The sins of some people are plain to see, and their sins go ahead of them to judgement — but the sins of others are seen only later. In the same way good deeds are seen plainly, and even those that are not so plain cannot be hidden.

[1 Timothy 5:24-25]

Good deeds are not always seen



​JANUARY 25

​Live in Fellowship with God

THIS IS THE STORY OF Noah. He had three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Noah had no faults and was the only good man of his time. He lived in fellowship with God, but everyone else was evil in God's sight, and violence had spread everywhere. God looked at the world and saw that it was evil, for the people were all living evil lives. 

[Genesis 6:9-12]

We live in a world full of good and evil people and there is a constant battle between the two. In Noah's days, he was the only good man in a world full of evil. The reason for him being good was that he lived in fellowship with God. So, therefore, that is how you become good.

Would you like to enjoy life? Do you want long life and happiness? Then you should hold back from speaking evil and from telling lies. Turn away from evil and do good — strive for peace with all your heart. The Lord watches over the righteous and listens to their cries — but he opposes those that do evil, so that when they die, they are soon forgotten.

[Psalms 34:12-16]

Turn away from evil

​JANUARY 26

​Brave and Mighty Man

THEN THE Lord's angel came to the village of Ophrah and sat under the oak-tree that belonged to Joash, a man of the clan Abiezer. His son Gideon was threshing some wheat secretly in a wine press, so that the Midianites would not see him. 

The Lord's angel appeared to him there and said, “The Lord is with you, brave and mighty man!“ 

[Judges 6:11-12]

It's amazing how God chooses people to do his work and to become a hero. Gideon was hiding away, trying to stay out of sight from the enemy, the Midianites, when the Lord's angel suddenly appeared to him. How amazed and shocked he must have been. But if you belong to God you are a hero and you are brave and mighty in this world today!

But keep away from those godless legends, which are not worth telling. But keep yourself in training for a Godly life. Physical exercise has some value, but spiritual exercise is valuable in every way, because it promises life both for the present and the future. This is a true saying, to be completely accurate and believed. We struggle and work hard, because we have placed our hope in the living God, who is the Saviour of all and especially of those who believe.

[1 Timothy 4:7-10]

Keep training for a Godly life

​JANUARY 27
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​Fear God
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When they came to the place which God had told him about, Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son and placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he picked up the knife to kill him, but the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, ”Abraham, Abraham!“ 

He answered, “Yes, here I am.“ 

“Don't hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said, “now I know you fear God, because you have not kept back your only son from him.“ 

[Genesis 22:9-12]

This story is often told to describe Abraham's faith but it is also about his fear of God. God gave a command and because he feared him, he was prepared to offer his son. People nowadays don't fear God and that's why the world is full of problems.

After all this, there is only one thing to say: Fear God, and obey his commands, because this was all that man was created for. God is going to judge everything we do, whether good or bad, even things done in secret.

[Ecclesiastes 12:13-14]

God will judge even what we do in secret
​JANUARY 28

​You're Never Too Old

WHEN ABRAHAM WAS 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am the Almighty God. Obey me and always do what is right. I will make my Covenant with you and give you many descendants.“ 

Abraham bowed down with his face touching the ground, and God said, “I make this Covenant with you: I promise that you will be the ancestor of many nations.“

[Genesis 17:1-4]

Being reverent is having utmost respect and submission to someone. Abraham was 99 years old at the time God appeared to him and an old man bowing down with his face touching the ground must have pleased God even more. When last did you bow down to God?

He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to become equal with God. Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. He became like man and appeared in human likeness. He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death — his death on the cross. For this reason God raised him to the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. And so, in honor of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth and in the world below will fall on their knees, and will all openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

[Philippians 2:6-11]

Proclaim that Jesus is Lord
​JANUARY 29

​Knowledge is Power 

MOSES SAID TO THE Lord, “It is true that you have told me to lead these people to that land, but you did not tell me whom you would send with me. You have said that you know me well and are pleased with me. Now if you are, tell me your plan, so that I may serve you and continue to please you. Remember also that you have chosen this nation to be your own.“ [Exodus 33:12-13]

To be a servant you need to know what to do. Here, Abraham needed more information about the plans God had for him and his people, so that he could continue to serve God and to please him. No information or misinformation can lead to conflict in all areas of your life. Find all the right information in order to do your work effectively.

Obey your leaders and follow their orders. They watch over your souls without resting, since they must give God an account of their service. If you obey them, they will do their work gladly — if not, they will do it with sadness, and that would be of no help to you.

[Hebrews 13:17]

Your leaders watch over your soul
​JANUARY 30

​Pray For Others

BECAUSE OF WHAT HAPPENED to Sarah, Abraham's wife, the Lord had made it impossible for any woman in Abimelech's palace to have children. So Abraham prayed for Abimelech and God healed him. He also healed his wife and his slave-girls, so that they could have children. 

[Genesis 20:17-18]

It was Abraham's fault for what happened to Abimelech. He had told him Sarah was his sister, as he was worried that they would kill him to get his wife. But Abraham made up for his ill judgement by praying to God to heal them. How often do we pray for those who we have harmed through our mistakes or faults?

When you pray, do not use a lot of meaningless words, as the pagans do, who think that God will hear them because their prayers are long. Do not be like them. Your Father already knows what you need before you ask him.

[Matthew 6:7-8]

Do all this in prayer, asking for God's help. Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads. For this reason keep alert and never give up — pray always for all God's people.

[Ephesians 6:18]

Pray as the Spirit leads
​JANUARY 31

​Keep Your Promises

“HOW OFTEN DOES A MAN catch his enemy and then let him get away unharmed? The Lord bless you for what you have done today! Now I am sure that you will be king of Israel and that the kingdom will continue under your rule. But promise me in the Lord's name that you will spare my descendants, so that my name and my family's name will not be completely forgotten!“ 

David promised that he would. Then Saul went back home and David and his men went back to their hiding place.

[1 Samuel 24:19-22]

David spared Saul's life. Saul saw what a good man David was and took advantage of the situation to request that his descendants also be spared. It was a big thing to ask David this, as Saul had been persecuting him and had been wanting to
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