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I did not write this book for entertainment. I wrote it as a warning.

Because modern Christianity flirts with romance and calls it love. It idolizes feelings and baptizes fornication with words like “chemistry,” “compatibility,” and “connection.” We’ve rebranded lust as love and rebellion as independence. We’ve replaced discernment with desire and holiness with hormones.

The devil doesn’t need to destroy your marriage—he only needs to defile it before it starts.

This book is a mirror, not a romance novel. It’s for those who are serious about honoring God before the vows, before the bed, before the ring, before the fall. I’m writing to the young man who thinks lust is love because the world taught him that sex proves commitment. I’m writing to the young woman who calls emotional entanglement “godly pursuit” but ends up weeping alone at night.

This book is not about perfect love stories. It’s about perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
It’s not about finding “the one.”
It’s about becoming the one who can honor God when no one is watching.
We live in a generation that plays house, sleeps around, then asks God to bless the rubble. We are discipled by Netflix more than the New Testament. Courtship has become outdated. Purity has become optional. Discernment? Mocked. Submission? Cancelled.

But the standard of God has not changed.

I wrote this because most books today on Christian relationships are too soft, too vague, and too cowardly to say what must be said. They whisper where God thundered. They excuse what Scripture condemns. I am not here to coddle your feelings. I am here to confront the idols you’ve called “innocent.”

If you are not ready to die to yourself, you are not ready to love anyone.

This book is a call to holiness, not hype. It is a sword, not a song. Every question in this book exposes a wound, a lie, or a temptation that we’ve either ignored or excused in the name of romance. It will offend your flesh. It may wound your pride. It is meant to. Because God cannot bless a relationship that competes with Him.

Marriage was God’s idea. But so was purity. So was self-control. So was obedience.

If we want the blessing of God on our future homes, we must start by inviting His discipline into our hearts today.

You are not too young to pursue righteousness. You are not too emotional to hear the truth. You are not too in love to walk away from sin.

This book is for those who want the kind of love story that doesn’t just survive marriage but glorifies God before it begins.

This is why I wrote this book.
Because Satan is not afraid of your wedding.
He’s afraid of your holiness before it.
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A.A. Castor does not write to be liked. He writes to wake people up. His pen is not dipped in cultural relevance or romantic fluff—it’s forged in Scripture, soaked in truth, and sharpened by spiritual warfare.

He is not a relationship coach. He is not a “love expert.” He is a servant of historic Christianity who sees the modern dating culture as a battlefield where too many believers are losing their souls in the name of romance.

Castor writes for the one who still believes purity matters. For the one who fears God more than they fear rejection. For the one who is tired of seeing sin rebranded as “connection,” fornication repackaged as “exploration,” and selfishness disguised as “finding yourself.”

He is a relentless advocate for biblical order, masculine responsibility, feminine wisdom, and God-centered discernment. His writing does not apologize for the truth. It proclaims it. Loudly. Clearly. Unapologetically.

When he speaks of relationships, he does not speak from pop psychology or feel-good clichés. He writes from the foundation of early Christian tradition, the authority of Scripture, and the broken ruins of modern love stories that collapsed for lack of wisdom.

His mission is simple:


●  To bring holiness back to the conversation.

●  To restore the fear of God before the altar.

●  To call men to lead with conviction, not lust.

●  To call women to discern with clarity, not desperation.

●  And to remind the Church that Satan often attacks the home before it's even built—during dating, during courtship, during the season of waiting.


He does not care if the world hates this message. He cares that the Church returns to it.

A.A. Castor is the author of Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity and 7 Ways from the Bible That Will Make You Rich. His works aim to confront compromised faith, reestablish ancient Christian standards, and empower believers to stop quoting Scripture while living in sin.

He is not here to help you date better.
He is here to help you honor God before you say “I do.”
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​Author’s Clarification on “Catholic” and “Orthodox” Usage
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In reading this book, the reader will encounter repeated references to Catholic and Orthodox doctrine, tradition, and practice. It is crucial to understand that these references do not pertain to the modern institutional Roman Catholic Church or Eastern Orthodox Churches in their current hierarchical or political expressions.

Rather, this work draws from the ancient, apostolic, and undivided Church—the Church that existed before the Great Schism of 1054, before the innovations of medieval scholasticism, and long before Vatican councils or nationalized Orthodoxy. This “Old Church” is defined not by denomination but by fidelity to the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3), as preserved by the earliest bishops, Church Fathers, and martyrs.


●  The word “Catholic” means universal, and in early Christianity, it signified the whole and undivided faith that all true Christians held “everywhere, always, and by all” (St. Vincent of Lérins).

●  The word “Orthodox” means right glory or correct worship, referring to the faithful preservation of doctrine and liturgy in accordance with apostolic teachings.


Thus, when this book appeals to Catholic or Orthodox tradition, it is not an endorsement of modern papal bureaucracy, ecumenical syncretism, national churches, or post-schism dogmas. It is a call to return to the purity, order, and spiritual integrity of the pre-schism Christian Church—to reclaim what the Apostles built, what the martyrs died for, and what the Councils preserved before corruption and compromise set in.

This work is not anti-Catholic or anti-Orthodox, but it is unflinchingly pro-apostolic. It seeks not modern religious identity, but ancient Christian fidelity.
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This book is not a manual for dating. It is a confrontation. A line drawn in the sand between what is holy and what is merely “acceptable.” It is a declaration that purity is not old-fashioned—it is warfare.
You will not find ten steps to impress your crush here. You will not find soft encouragement for playing with temptation. You will find truth—raw, ancient, unapologetic truth—because nothing else can protect you from the spiritual landmines hidden in modern relationships.

We live in a culture that teaches young people to experiment, to explore, to "see what’s out there"—as if sin were a harmless tour. As if defiling your heart, body, and spirit is just part of the process. But the early Church didn’t flirt with sin. They fled from it.

Modern Christianity tells you to guard your virginity but flirts with emotional pornography. It tells men to be kind but not holy. It tells women to wait passively for Prince Charming while ignoring the disciplines that form a godly wife.

This book doesn’t follow the world’s timeline.
It doesn’t cater to the feelings of the flesh.
It doesn’t sugarcoat what happens when you invite Satan into your relationship through compromise.
Because when you defile what is sacred before marriage, you don’t just lose purity—you lose clarity. You no longer hear God clearly. You confuse peace with pleasure. You confuse conviction with chemistry.

This is not just about abstaining from sex.
It is about training the soul for covenant.
It is about preparing the spirit to hear God when your hormones scream louder.
It is about obeying when walking away breaks your heart.
Each of the 100+ questions in this book exists to expose the lies you didn’t know were killing you. Each answer will not only challenge you—but, if you let it, it will cleanse you.

You may feel convicted. You may feel attacked. But if you're serious about wanting a marriage that God can bless, you must first allow Him to burn away everything He will not bless.

This book is not the voice of a therapist. It is the cry of a prophet.
It is not designed to pamper you. It is designed to prepare you.
Because a godly union doesn’t begin with romance.
It begins with repentance.
If you’re not ready for that, put the book down.
If you are—then get ready to go to war.
Not just against lust, but against everything that made you think you could be holy and compromised at the same time.
Welcome to the battlefield before the wedding.
This is the pre-marriage purification.
Let’s begin.
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The Lie That Became Law: How the World Made Fornication Normal and Called It Love

There’s a story I want you to imagine.

A long time ago, in a village that had never seen fire, a man set a house ablaze. The people screamed. They called it destruction. They gathered water, fought it, feared it, and vowed never to play with it again.

But over time, the firestarter didn’t stop. He burned more houses—but now, he gave clever names to each act. He called one “passion.” Another “expression.” Another “exploration.” Another “freedom.”

And every time he burned a house, he said, “This is how people grow. This is how people find love.”

The people, slowly, stopped screaming. The heat became familiar. They called it “warmth.” The flames became culture. They called it “liberation.” The ashes became normal. They said, “This is just what people do.”

And eventually, the fire wasn’t feared. It was followed. They began building houses with flammable wood, raising children inside tinderboxes, and laughing when the sparks came—because after all, “everyone plays with fire now.”

Sex before marriage is that fire.

It was once called sin. Then it was called a mistake. Then it became a preference. Then a norm. Then a right. And now it is the default—unchallenged, unquestioned, and unrepentantly rehearsed by believers and unbelievers alike.

But God never changed His mind.

The early Church didn’t tolerate fornication. They didn’t experiment with sex to “see if they were compatible.” They didn’t give their hearts to people they were not covenanted with. They didn’t play house before they built one on God’s order. They feared the fire.

We no longer do.

The World’s Repetition Becomes the Church’s Tradition
Satan has only one real trick: he lies. But he doesn’t whisper the lie once. He repeats it. Over and over. In every movie. Every song. Every conversation. Until your feelings sing it back to you without realizing it’s poison.
The enemy’s strategy is simple:

	Introduce the lie.
 

	Repeat the lie.
 

	Normalize the lie.
 

	Enforce the lie through shame of the truth.
 

	Make the lie tradition.
 

	Make the tradition sacred.
 


Now try to tell someone that sex before marriage is sinful, and watch them look at you like you’re crazy. They’ll say:


●  “Everyone does it.”


●  “Times have changed.”


●  “You need to test compatibility.”


●  “God understands.”


●  “It’s not that serious.”




You know what they won’t say?


●  “God says it’s holy to wait.”


●  “The early Christians rejected it.”


●  “It damages the soul.”


●  “It destroys spiritual discernment.”




Because they don’t know anymore.
Because a lie repeated long enough becomes culture, and when culture infects the Church, sin becomes common sense.
Emotional Fornication: The Heart Given Without Covenant
But it’s not just sex.
It’s giving your heart away without permission from God.
It’s surrendering your emotions, your loyalty, your devotion to someone who made no vow, offered no covenant, and holds no sacred duty to protect what you handed over.
We preach virginity but ignore emotional defilement.
We shame bodies but never guard hearts.
We tell people not to have sex but give them no warning about trauma bonding, soul ties, co-dependency, or emotional idolatry.
Let me be blunt: if you gave your loyalty, affection, emotional intimacy, and spiritual focus to someone who is not your spouse—you didn’t need to take off your clothes to commit fornication. You gave away what was sacred. You trusted the flesh. You built an altar in the wrong temple.

The early Christians didn’t believe in “dating around.” They believed in preparing for covenant.
They didn’t give their hearts to ten people and hope the last one “sticks.” They gave their heart to Christ first, and only shared it with someone who feared God more than they feared being alone.
But now? We fall in love, break up, fall again, repeat—and then wonder why our discernment is broken, why our trust is damaged, and why we can’t recognize what God is saying anymore.

Because you’ve been giving pieces of yourself away in the name of exploration.
And every time you call it “normal,” Satan smiles. Because that’s the goal:
Turn sin into tradition.
Then tradition into identity.
Then identity into rebellion.
And finally, rebellion into “righteousness” by popular vote.
Burning the House Down Before You Build It
Modern dating is like building a house with matchsticks. Every flirty text, every compromised boundary, every sensual moment outside covenant—you’re setting fire to the very future you claim to want to protect.
You say you want a godly marriage. But do you want a godly courtship?
You say you want a man who fears the Lord. But do you flee temptation, or flirt with it?
You say you want a woman of God. But do you watch porn while “waiting for the right one”?
You’re burning your house down before it’s even built.
And when the smoke clears, you’ll wonder why the foundation feels cursed.
The War Starts Before the Wedding
Here’s the truth no one wants to preach:

●  Satan attacks marriages before they even begin.


●  The battleground is not the bedroom. It’s the text messages.


●  It’s the conversations you call “harmless.”


●  It’s the emotional intimacy you give without covenant.


●  It’s the pride that makes you think you’re the exception.




This book is written to expose that war. To drag the lie back into the light. To declare that no matter how many churches get soft, how many Christians fall asleep, or how many influencers say otherwise—sex before marriage is sin.
So is giving your heart to someone you were never meant to covenant with.
Not because I said so.
But because God never changed His definition of holiness.
You don’t “accidentally” fall into sin. You make a hundred micro-compromises until conviction is too faint to hear.

The goal of this book is not to guilt you.
It’s to awaken you.
Because until you see how the fire spreads, you’ll keep calling the smoke “steam” and the burn “warmth.”
If you’re tired of lies that destroy,
If you’re ready for truth that heals,
Then read carefully.
And remember:
God doesn’t just judge the act.
He judges the preparation for it.
You can lose the war before the wedding.
But if you choose repentance today,
You can start building something hell cannot touch.
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​1: Should Young Men and Women Avoid Dating and Marry Quickly to Prevent Sin?
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Case Number: 01-YDM-2022
Date Issued: May 6, 2022
Question Submitted:
What advice does the Bible and early Christian tradition offer to young men and women regarding dating? Should they avoid dating and marry early to avoid falling into sin?



Short Answer:
Dating, as practiced today, did not exist in biblical times—and for good reason. The early Church avoided it entirely, viewing it as a breeding ground for temptation and fornication. Instead, they endorsed intentional courtship with swift movement toward marriage, guided by family, elders, and chastity.



Full Response and Explanation:
In the time of the Apostles and the early Fathers (c. 200–381 AD), there was no such thing as recreational dating. Romance was not entertainment. Love was not a game. The Church Fathers viewed unsupervised relationships between unmarried men and women as invitations to lust, scandal, and damnation.
1. The Bible’s View: Marry or Burn
The Apostle Paul does not romanticize the youth’s passions—he hits them with brutal honesty:

“It is better to marry than to burn.” (1 Corinthians 7:9)


The “burning” he refers to is lustful passion, which dating stokes like dry wood under a flame. Paul makes it clear: prolonged romantic interactions without the covering of marriage invite sin.

There is no verse that says, “Try them out for a few years and see how it goes.” There’s no biblical blueprint for extended boyfriend-girlfriend relationships. Instead, we see:


●  Fathers arranging marriages (Genesis 24)


●  Young men seeking godly wives, not fun flings (Proverbs 18:22)


●  Chastity until covenant (Song of Songs 2:7)




2. The Early Church’s Position: Flee Lust Like Fire
The Didache taught:

“Thou shalt not corrupt boys” (Didache 2:2) —but it extends to both genders: no private corruption, no flirtation, no touch.


Tertullian warned against even being in the company of a young woman alone:


“It is not lawful for unmarried men and women to be with one another... the temptation lies not only in the act, but in the appearance.”


Cyprian of Carthage condemned Christian virgins who carried themselves with the flirtation of the world, calling them “virgins in title, but harlots in attitude.”

To the early Church, if a man was interested in a woman, he was expected to declare intentions, seek spiritual and family oversight, and move toward marriage, not intimacy without commitment.

3. Modern Dating: A Pagan Construct
Dating as we know it—casual, prolonged, emotionally charged, physically risky—originated not from Scripture, but from Hollywood and Hell. It delays marriage, toys with hearts, and breaks down purity.
It produces these fruits:


●  Repeated heartbreak and sexual sin

●  Women giving their bodies to men who give no vow

●  Men using women as emotional and sexual companions without consequence

●  Churches normalizing slow fornication under the mask of “Christian dating”


4. What Should Be Done?
Reject dating as culture defines it. Promote courtship—deliberate, overseen, and headed for covenant.
Encourage men to marry younger, work hard, and prepare to lead. Encourage women to pursue modesty, virtue, and the readiness for godly marriage.



Scriptural References:


●  1 Corinthians 7:1–9 – Flee fornication, better to marry than to burn

●  Hebrews 13:4 – Marriage is honorable; the bed undefiled

●  Proverbs 6:27–29 – Can a man carry fire next to his chest and not be burned?

●  1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 – This is the will of God: your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality

●  Genesis 24 – Marriage through family, prayer, and commitment

●  Song of Songs 2:7 – Do not awaken love until it so desires





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Didache 2:2–3 – Avoid all sexual impurity, including flirtation

●  Tertullian, On Modesty and On the Veiling of Virgins – Avoid all appearance of impropriety

●  Cyprian, On the Dress of Virgins – Rebukes flirtatious Christian women

●  Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogus – Warns against passion and sensuality

●  Council of Elvira (c. 306 AD), Canon 33 – Condemns unsanctioned intimacy

●  Apostolic Constitutions, Book VI – Marriage must be arranged with Church guidance and in purity





Conditions and Limitations:


●  This advice is directed toward unmarried Christian men and women living under the authority of Christ and His Church.

●  It presumes the goal of marriage, not casual companionship.

●  Exceptions for prolonged engagement are only permitted under extreme circumstances with ecclesial oversight.





Pastoral Advice:


●  Stop encouraging young people to “explore” relationships. Teach them to prepare for marriage.

●  Don’t spiritualize dating. Courtship should be intentional, accountable, and chaste.

●  Fathers and elders must regain their role in overseeing romantic intentions.

●  Remind all believers: marriage is not optional for those who burn with passion—it is obedience.

●  Churches must stop pretending that dating can be made “Christian” by slapping a Bible verse over it. Lust is still lust, and fornication is still fornication—no matter how many prayer meetings the couple attends.





Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​2: What Is the Church’s View on Boyfriend-Girlfriend Relationships?
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Case Number: 02-GFBF-2022
Date Issued: May 6, 2022
Question Submitted:
What does the Church think about boyfriend and girlfriend relationships—are they accepted, tolerated, or rejected by biblical and traditional Christian standards?



Short Answer:
The concept of having a “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” outside of marriage is foreign to Scripture and condemned by the early Church. These relationships often lead to temptation, fornication, emotional instability, and moral compromise. True Christian relationships are to be chaste, intentional, and aimed directly at marriage under spiritual oversight.



Full Response and Explanation:
There is no such concept as “boyfriend and girlfriend” in the Bible. No righteous man in Scripture was called someone’s boyfriend. No virtuous woman of God was labeled a girlfriend. These are modern inventions, born out of Western romanticism and pop culture, not holiness.
1. Biblical Silence Is Condemnation Enough
Scripture assumes a moral order: if you are not married, you are single; if you are single, you are to remain pure (1 Thessalonians 4:3–5) and flee youthful lusts (2 Timothy 2:22).
Relationships between men and women were either:

●  Paternal and familial (e.g., brother/sister, father/daughter),


●  Marital, or


●  Churchly (i.e., spiritual shepherding and service).




Anything else—especially extended romantic engagement without covenant—was viewed as fertile ground for temptation.


“Can a man carry fire next to his chest and his clothes not be burned?” (Proverbs 6:27)


Modern dating encourages such fire: private messaging, emotional dependency, physical contact, jealousy, comparison, and often, sexual sin—long before a vow is ever made.

2. The Early Church: No Dating, Only Purity or Marriage
The Apostolic Fathers and early Christian writers (c. 200–381 AD) did not entertain the idea of casual or exploratory romance.
Tertullian railed against even the appearance of courtship outside formal engagement.
Cyprian warned that even supposedly “chaste” women who lingered in flirtatious company were already corrupted in mind.
The Didache issued clear directives: avoid all unclean behavior, including that which leads to sin.
To the early Christians, “boyfriend-girlfriend” culture was pre-fornication. It was fornication with a timer set.
There were only two righteous statuses:

●  Chaste singleness


●  Holy matrimony




Everything else? Unholy ambiguity—the devil’s favorite playground.

3. Emotional Bondage Before Spiritual Covenant
The modern notion of giving your heart to multiple people before giving your life to one in marriage is anti-Christian.
God’s people are called to guard their hearts (Proverbs 4:23) and honor marriage (Hebrews 13:4).
But what do boyfriend-girlfriend arrangements produce?

●  Serial heartbreak


●  Comparison between partners


●  Emotional soul ties


●  Premature sexual exposure


●  Confusion of purpose


●  Delayed obedience




4. Courtship: The Forgotten Christian Model
Instead of “dating,” the early Church followed principles of courtship—an intentional pursuit of marriage, under:

●  Parental involvement


●  Church accountability


●  Chaste behavior


●  Speedy covenant




There was no trial period. A man did not “try out” a woman. A woman was not “sampled” emotionally or physically before being chosen.
They both sought godliness and unity in Christ, not hormones and hand-holding under the fig tree.



Scriptural References:


●  1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 – God’s will is your sanctification: avoid sexual immorality

●  Proverbs 6:27–29 – You cannot embrace fire and remain unburned

●  2 Timothy 2:22 – Flee youthful passions

●  Hebrews 13:4 – Marriage is honorable and undefiled

●  Proverbs 4:23 – Guard your heart with all diligence

●  Song of Songs 2:7 – Do not awaken love before its time

●  1 Corinthians 6:18 – Flee fornication; every other sin is outside the body

●  Matthew 5:28 – Looking with lust is already adultery in the heart





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Didache 2:2–3 – Avoid all sexual and moral corruption

●  Tertullian, On Modesty – Speaks against impropriety in unmarried interactions

●  Cyprian, On the Dress of Virgins – Warns against flirtation and emotional seduction

●  Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogus – Urges for modesty, chastity, and supervision in courtship

●  Council of Elvira (c. 306 AD), Canons 33–36 – Condemns premarital interaction and encourages strict purity

●  The Shepherd of Hermas – Warns against improper closeness between men and women

●  Apostolic Constitutions, Book VI – Orders that marriages be approved by bishops and families, not sprung from passion





Conditions and Limitations:


●  This ruling presumes a Christian context—believers seeking to obey Christ in all areas, including relationships.

●  Courtship is only meaningful if done under community oversight and clear intention to marry.

●  Emotional purity matters as much as physical.





Pastoral Advice:


●  Stop calling fornication “dating.” Stop calling lust “affection.”

●  Churches must retrain parents to guide their sons and daughters into proper, godly marriage—not years of emotional play-dating.

●  If a young person is not ready for marriage, they are not ready for dating.

●  Promote male responsibility: let a man prepare a home before he pursues a heart.

●  Promote female virtue: let a woman guard her purity like a crown, not a free sample.

●  Restore honor to marriage by making it the first step of intimacy, not the last.

●  And if you’re in a “boyfriend-girlfriend” relationship now? Repent. Get married—or get out. There’s no third option.





Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​3: What spiritual purpose does courtship serve in the Christian life?
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Case Number: 03-BEFOREMARRIAGE-COURTSHIP
Date Issued: May 7, 2022
Question Submitted:
What spiritual purpose does courtship serve in the Christian life?



Short Answer:
Courtship is not recreational dating with a Bible verse attached—it is a sacred season of spiritual preparation for covenant. Its purpose is not to fulfill romantic desires, but to test character, cultivate discipline, and pursue discernment under God’s authority. The early Church understood relationships not as self-exploration but as self-sacrifice aimed at holy union.



Full Response and Explanation:
Courtship, in the Christian tradition, was never designed to be an emotional rollercoaster followed by a wedding. It was not designed to gratify loneliness or serve as a personal therapy experiment. Its purpose is spiritual war-readiness for marriage.
The early Christians did not “date around.” In fact, the entire concept of dating as we know it today—individual selection based on emotion, chemistry, and prolonged romantic trial-and-error—was utterly foreign to the Church from 200 to 381 AD. They saw relationships as preparation for a sacrament, not entertainment.

Courtship is the training ground before the battlefield of marriage. It is spiritual discernment under submission, with boundaries, direction, and intention. It serves a clear purpose: to test holiness, not happiness.

Let’s be blunt: you don’t need a boyfriend or girlfriend to grow. You need God. And when the Lord entrusts you with someone’s heart, it’s not a hobby—it’s a heavy responsibility. Courtship is God’s school of character refinement where lust must die, selfishness is exposed, and spiritual maturity is either proven or burned away.

Modern dating is often emotional fornication in disguise. People give their affections, vulnerability, spiritual energy, and physical attention away to people who are not their spouse and then call it “experience.” But in the early Church, the only experience that mattered was godliness. And if a relationship distracted from it, it was severed. No “closure.” No “what ifs.” No “maybe in another season.” They obeyed the Holy Spirit, not hormones.

Courtship’s spiritual purposes include:


●  Testing faithfulness: Can you honor boundaries when no one is watching?

●  Training discernment: Can you hear God clearly when emotionally involved?

●  Teaching headship and submission: Can the man lead with spiritual discipline? Can the woman respond with spiritual trust?

●  Practicing death to self: Can you say no to your desires when purity is at risk?

●  Cultivating family alignment: Are both families discerning, involved, and submitted to godly counsel?


When early Christian communities approached marriage, they didn’t hand their daughters to pagans who “meant well.” They didn’t yoke their sons to lukewarm believers who couldn’t even fast. Courtship was protected. It was shepherded. It was accountable. And it wasn’t dragged out for years while people “figured themselves out.”

Satan’s lie, repeated long enough, becomes modern logic:
“Try before you commit. Experience before you discern. Date around—it’ll help you know what you want.”
That’s not Scripture. That’s spiritual sabotage.
Courtship, rightly done, kills this lie before it can corrupt your destiny. It says, “God, I submit this relationship to Your Word, Your timing, Your people, and Your will. I will not touch what I cannot covenant. I will not borrow what I cannot protect.”



Scriptural References:


●  Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.”

●  1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 – “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication... not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God.”

●  Sirach 6:7 – “If you would gain a friend, test him first and do not be quick to trust him.”

●  2 Corinthians 6:14 – “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.”

●  Tobit 8:7 – “And now, O Lord, I take not this sister for lust but in sincerity. Grant that I may find mercy and grow old together with her.”

●  Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 7:25 – “Marry off your daughter, and you will have accomplished a great matter, but give her to a man of understanding.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  The Didache (c. 70–100 AD) – Emphasized moral purity and submission to community authority in all aspects of life, including relationships.

●  Tertullian, To His Wife (c. 200 AD) – Encouraged Christian marriages as spiritual unions oriented toward eternal life, not temporal pleasure.

●  Cyprian of Carthage (c. 250 AD) – Warned against unions that weakened spiritual resolve, highlighting that a true Christian marriage must be rooted in holiness.

●  Apostolic Constitutions (c. 375 AD) – Outlined the process of marriage with community oversight and spiritual discernment.

●  Council of Elvira (c. 305 AD) – Condemned premarital relations and unauthorized unions, reinforcing that relationships were the domain of the Church, not individual experimentation.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling is not permission for extended, emotionally driven romantic interactions disguised as “courtship.” If boundaries are not established and respected, courtship becomes a spiritual liability. Emotional compromise, secret sin, and isolation from community cancel its benefits.
True courtship is accountable, submitted, and guided by Scripture and the Church—not personal whim.



Pastoral Advice:
Stop calling your lust “a phase.” Stop calling your unguarded emotions “openness.” If you cannot walk in holiness during courtship, you are not ready for marriage.
Pastors and parents must not be passive. Get involved. Guard the gates. Ask the hard questions. Counsel the couple, not just congratulate the feelings.

Young man: if you cannot lead yourself spiritually, you cannot lead a woman.
Young woman: if you cannot discern between charm and calling, you are not ready to build a home.
Spiritual maturity must precede romantic attachment. Courtship, when done biblically, does not lead to sexual regret or emotional wreckage. It leads to clarity—or a holy separation.

Raise your standards. Raise your sons to lead. Raise your daughters to discern.
And above all, raise a generation that fears the Lord more than they fear being alone.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​4: Should Christians pursue marriage only after achieving financial stability?
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Case Number: 04-BEFOREMARRIAGE-FINANCE
Date Issued: May 7, 2022
Question Submitted:
Should Christians pursue marriage only after achieving financial stability?



Short Answer:
No. Financial stability is not a biblical requirement for marriage, though financial responsibility is. To delay marriage until wealth is secured often masks fear, pride, or idolatry. The early Church never taught that poverty delayed covenant. Marriage was a spiritual calling—not a reward for economic success.



Full Response and Explanation:
The modern world has convinced believers that a man must first “build his empire” before taking a wife. That he must own property, earn six figures, and offer luxury before he is worthy of love. This is not Scripture. It is capitalism baptized in Christian language.
Marriage is not a career milestone. It is not the final upgrade for adult achievement. It is a covenant. A calling. A spiritual assignment. It does not begin when your bank account is full—it begins when your soul is ready to sacrifice.

In the early Church (200–381 AD), many couples married in poverty. What mattered was not their financial worth but their spiritual integrity. The Church never treated economic status as a prerequisite for marriage. Joseph and Mary had no palace. The apostles gave up income for the Kingdom. Paul labored with his own hands, and Peter, a fisherman, led the Church. No council, no Father, and no Scripture ever taught, “Make sure you’re rich before you wed.”

But today, Christians delay obedience to God in the name of “preparing financially,” when in reality they are preparing fleshly comfort, not spiritual faithfulness. They say:


●  “I can’t marry yet, I’m not financially ready.”


●  “She deserves more than what I can offer right now.”


●  “It’s not practical to marry until we have a house and savings.”




These may sound wise—but often they reveal deeper sins:


●  Pride disguised as provision.


●  Materialism disguised as maturity.


●  Fear disguised as planning.




Let’s be clear: no one is saying marry recklessly. Scripture commands that a man must “provide for his own” (1 Timothy 5:8). A man who leads must be sober-minded and able to manage his household. But the requirement is stewardship, not surplus.

Financial stability can be taken from you in a moment. A crisis, a disaster, a sickness—and suddenly the “secure” man is unemployed. If you needed a certain income to obey God in marriage, then your marriage was built on money, not faith.

God called Adam to lead before he owned a paycheck. God called Hosea to marry Gomer despite public shame. God called countless men and women into union not because of what they had but because of who they were becoming under His rule.

What we call “wisdom” is often fear of responsibility. Men delay marriage not because they are unprepared—but because they don’t want to lead. Women delay covenant not for godly discernment—but for selfish ambition.

If you are waiting for the perfect financial moment to obey God, you’ll be waiting until you’re disobedient. The devil does not need you to reject marriage—he only needs you to delay it until sin becomes your routine.



Scriptural References:


●  Proverbs 10:4 – “A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.”

●  Proverbs 19:14 – “House and wealth are inherited from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord.”

●  1 Timothy 5:8 – “If anyone does not provide for his relatives... he has denied the faith.”

●  Tobit 8:7 – “I do not take this sister for lust, but in sincerity.”

●  Matthew 6:33 – “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”

●  Ecclesiastes 11:4 – “He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Tertullian, Ad Uxorem (To His Wife) – Encouraged early believers to marry not for worldly gain, but for shared holiness.

●  Clement of Alexandria (c. 200 AD), Paedagogus – Emphasized modesty and spiritual alignment in marriage over material provision.

●  Council of Elvira (c. 305 AD) – Offered rules on marriage based on spiritual purity, not financial class.

●  Apostolic Constitutions (c. 375 AD) – Highlighted the responsibility of men to lead and provide modestly, but never delayed marriage based on wealth.

●  The Shepherd of Hermas – Taught the importance of righteousness in family life over economic prosperity.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling does not negate the need for diligence, planning, and work. Laziness, irresponsibility, and dependency on others violate Christian order. A man must demonstrate ability, not affluence. A woman must demonstrate readiness to follow, not expectations of luxury.
Avoid extremes: do not idolize wealth, and do not glorify poverty. Obey God. Walk in order. Build together. Trust His provision.



Pastoral Advice:
Young men: Stop stalling. If you love her, fear God, and can provide even in simplicity—marry. Do not wait until your wallet is full to show the fruits of obedience. Let your home be built by wisdom, not wealth.
Young women: Marry a man who leads with vision, not just numbers. Marry a man with a plan, not a pile of money. Rich fools are still fools. A poor man who walks in wisdom is better than a wealthy coward who won’t lead.

Parents: Stop teaching your children to wait until they’re “established” to obey God. Teach them to labor with purpose, to trust divine provision, and to value godliness above income.

Churches: Stop preaching the gospel of economics. Start preaching the gospel of covenant. If we raise sons who are men before they’re millionaires, and daughters who honor the Lord before they seek security, then we will raise marriages that cannot be shaken—even if the bank account is.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​5: Is it sinful to date without the intent of marriage?
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Case Number: 05-BEFOREMARRIAGE-DATINGINTENT
Date Issued: May 7, 2022
Question Submitted:
Is it sinful to date without the intent of marriage?



Short Answer:
Yes. To enter a romantic relationship without the purpose of pursuing marriage is to engage the heart in deception and the flesh in temptation. The early Church did not recognize recreational romance; relationships were covenant-bound and spiritually supervised. Dating without intent is not harmless—it is spiritual bait dressed as freedom.



Full Response and Explanation:
Let us be perfectly clear: dating, as defined today—a casual, emotionally immersive relationship pursued without covenantal purpose—did not exist in the early Church. Between the years 200 and 381 AD, Christians viewed romantic entanglement without the intention of marriage as foolish at best, and spiritually dangerous at worst.
To date for fun is to toy with desire. To date for attention is to defile the heart. To date “just to see” is to invite Satan to script the scenes of your future with sin disguised as exploration.

Dating without the intent of marriage is essentially this:
“Let me borrow your heart without any promise to protect it. Let me taste your affection without offering covenant. Let me enjoy emotional intimacy with the right to walk away unrepentant.”
That is not love. That is theft. And theft, when committed with the heart, still counts before the throne of God.
The early Christians understood three things that the modern dating culture ignores:

	Romantic entanglement awakens desires that the flesh cannot always silence.
 

	The heart was not made to be shared, split, discarded, and reshaped over and over.
 

	You do not “practice for marriage” by pretending to be married without the vow.
 


In Tobit 8:7, Tobias prays with his new wife, “I do not take this sister for lust, but in sincerity.” You do not enter a relationship to sample. You enter to sanctify. If you don’t know where it’s going, you shouldn’t be on the road.

Modern dating is built on emotional indulgence. It teaches you to pursue closeness without commitment, passion without purity, and connection without covenant. And then it wonders why you can’t trust anyone when it’s time to marry.

In truth, dating without intent creates soul scars.


●  You give away emotional intimacy with no anchor.


●  You bind yourself to people who were never assigned to your destiny.


●  You form habits of temporary loyalty and conditional love.




You begin to think, “This is normal.”
But fornication is not normal.
Emotional co-dependence is not normal.
Testing relationships like test-driving a car is not biblical.
And the worst part? You train your heart to distrust permanence. Because when everything is temporary, nothing can feel sacred anymore.



Scriptural References:


●  Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.”

●  Tobit 8:7 – “I do not take this sister for lust, but in sincerity.”

●  1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 – “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication... not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles.”

●  Sirach 9:9 – “Do not sit with a married woman or recline at table with her, and do not drink wine with her, lest your heart incline to her and by your blood you be plunged into destruction.”

●  Ephesians 5:3 – “But fornication and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints.”

●  2 Timothy 2:22 – “Flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness...”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  The Didache (c. 70–100 AD) – Taught believers to flee from lust and not imitate the ways of the pagans.

●  Tertullian, To His Wife – Emphasized the moral seriousness of union and the danger of passion divorced from covenant.

●  Clement of Alexandria (c. 200 AD), Stromata – Rebuked emotional indulgence, warned against “wanton glances” and unchecked closeness between unmarried persons.

●  Council of Elvira (c. 305 AD) – Condemned secret relationships and affirmed the sanctity of marriage as a guarded institution.

●  Apostolic Constitutions (c. 375 AD) – Required that relationships be formed under community supervision, with chastity and purpose.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling applies specifically to romantic relationships between unmarried Christians. Friendship, group fellowship, and Christian community are healthy. However, once exclusivity, emotional bonding, and romantic behavior arise without clear intention toward marriage, it is no longer innocent.
Intent without action is still deception if it fosters sinful attachment. If you wouldn’t marry them, don’t date them. If God hasn’t given the green light, don’t touch the gas.



Pastoral Advice:
Young believers: dating without marriage in mind is not a phase—it’s a foothold. It trains your emotions to worship novelty and normalize heartbreak. You were not created to “try people out.” You were created to reflect God’s covenant love in every relationship.
If you are unsure whether someone is your future spouse, bring them to your pastor, not your bedroom. Involve your church, your mentors, your parents—not just your feelings. Accountability is not legalism. It is protection from self-inflicted soul wounds.

Parents and pastors: stop applauding “young love” that leads nowhere. Stop celebrating every couple in the church like they’re destined for marriage. Instead, ask: Are they honoring God? Are they ready for covenant? Is this based on feelings or calling?

You cannot expect godly marriages from ungodly dating habits.

Let’s raise a generation that doesn’t fear loneliness more than sin.
Let’s teach them that purity is not just physical—it’s emotional, spiritual, and intentional.
And above all—let’s remind them that dating without purpose is not harmless. It is rebellion in disguise.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​6: How can believers discern if a relationship is from God or from temptation?
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Case Number: 06-BEFOREMARRIAGE-DISCERNMENT
Date Issued: May 7, 2022
Question Submitted:
How can believers discern if a relationship is from God or from temptation?



Short Answer:
A relationship from God leads to holiness, obedience, and clarity. A relationship born from temptation produces confusion, compromise, and spiritual dullness. The early Church taught believers to test all things by the fruit it produced, the peace it sustained, and the holiness it preserved. If a relationship requires disobedience to thrive, it is not from God—it is bait.



Full Response and Explanation:
Discernment is not a mystical goosebump or a feeling that "just feels right." It is war-tested spiritual clarity forged in prayer, submission, and obedience to God’s revealed order. In the early Church, discernment was not a vague intuition. It was a discipline.
The Apostle Paul wrote not to be "unequally yoked" (2 Corinthians 6:14), and the Church Fathers echoed this by warning believers not to join themselves emotionally or physically to anyone who weakens their devotion to Christ. A relationship may look holy, sound spiritual, and even be emotionally satisfying—but if it leads you to compromise the commandments of God, it is not divine—it is a devil in disguise.

Temptation often wears religious clothes. It pretends to be “a blessing.” It uses Christian phrases like “God led me to you.” It talks about “building a future together,” even as it leads you into secrecy, sin, and shame.

A relationship from God will:


●  Strengthen your prayer life, not distract you from it


●  Protect your purity, not pressure it


●  Align with God’s timing and godly counsel


●  Bear fruit in both of your ministries, not sabotage them


●  Draw you deeper into Scripture, Church, and community


●  Make obedience easier, not harder




Meanwhile, a relationship from temptation will:


●  Demand secrecy.


●  Justify sin.


●  Create confusion.


●  Prioritize feelings over obedience.


●  Lead you away from spiritual discipline.




The early Christians would never accept the modern idea of “following your heart” when the heart is untamed by the Spirit. As Jeremiah 17:9 declares, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick—who can understand it?”

They believed in testing all spirits (1 John 4:1), measuring the fruit of one’s actions (Matthew 7:16), and obeying even when it cost their comfort. Courtship, when practiced rightly, was always surrounded by prayer, mentorship, and communal involvement—not isolated emotion.

Discernment is not discovered in romance. It is proven in self-denial.

You do not find out whether a relationship is godly by “giving it a chance.” That’s how Satan plays roulette with your soul. You test it at the gates:


●  Does it honor Christ?


●  Does it strengthen my walk?


●  Does it bring peace, not just pleasure?


●  Is my spiritual clarity increasing—or fading into fog?




The flesh will always endorse temptation. The Spirit will always expose it. If you’re confused, the answer is already becoming clear: God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). He is the God of peace—and peace is the oxygen of godly discernment.



Scriptural References:


●  2 Corinthians 6:14 – “Do not be
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