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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College games of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it, especially Golden Gopher fans.

Steve Fulton
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Brief History of Golden Gopher Football
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The Minnesota Golden Gophers football program represents the University of Minnesota in college football at the NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) level. Founded in 1882, the program is one of the oldest in college football. Minnesota has been a member of the Big Ten Conference since its inception in 1896 as the Western Conference. The Golden Gophers claim seven national championships: 1904, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1940, 1941, and 1960.  Since 2009, the Gophers have played all their home games at TCF Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

History

The Minnesota Golden Gophers college football team played its first game on September 29, 1882, a 4–0 victory over Hamline University. Eight years later in 1890, the Gophers played host to Wisconsin in a 63–0 victory. Except for 1906, the Gophers and Badgers have played each other every year since then. The games played against each other is the most played rivalry in Division I-A college football. 

Early years

The sport's beginnings were humble. Students began gathering to play the game recreationally and its popularity grew.  Once the sport had taken off, it was only a matter of time before a team was formed to play against other schools. Early teams were very loosely organized, not requiring all of the players to be students and not having designated coaches. The players on the team started to recruit faculty members who had played football at schools in the East to help organize the team. Some years, they played without a coach. Other years, they played with multiple coaches. In total, from 1882 through 1899, the team played 16 seasons of football and had 15 different coaches. As the years went by, the leadership structure started to become more formal. In 1900, the hiring of Dr. Henry L. Williams, the school’s first full-time salaried coach, signaled the end of the early, chaotic days.

Glory years

The Gophers enjoyed quite a bit of success in the early 20th century, posting winning records from 1900 to 1919. Head coach Henry L. Williams developed the "Minnesota shift", a predecessor to later quick line shifts, which was adopted widely.  Also, Henry L. Williams led Minnesota to one of the NCAA's longest unbeaten streaks of 35 games, from 1903 to 1905 with 34 wins and 1 tie.  In 1932, Bernie Bierman became the Gopher head coach and led the Gophers to their first dynasty. From 1934 to 1936 the Gophers went on a run of winning three straight National Championships, the last Division I team to accomplish this feat. During the run, Minnesota went unbeaten in 28 straight games, 21 of which were consecutive victories. The school record for consecutive victories is 24, which spanned 3 seasons from 1903 to 1905. The Gophers also won two more national championships in 1940 and 1941. Those two seasons comprised most of an 18-game winning streak that stretched from 1939 to 1942. 

After some mediocre seasons throughout the remainder of the 1940s and 1950s, the Gophers rose back to prominence in 1960 with their seventh national championship (because polling ended after the regular season, the Gophers were crowned AP and UPI national champions despite losing the Rose Bowl to Washington). That national championship followed a 1–8 record in 1958 and 2–7 record in 1959. Minnesota played in bowl games the two following years as well, in 1961 and 1962. The Gophers earned their first berth in the Rose Bowl by winning the 1960 Big Ten title. The following year, Minnesota returned to Pasadena despite a second-place finish in the conference. The Ohio State Buckeyes, the Big Ten champions in 1961, declined an invitation to the Rose Bowl because of tension between academics and athletics at the school. Minnesota beat UCLA 21–3 to claim its first and only Rose Bowl victory. Minnesota's last Big Ten title was in 1967, tying the Indiana Hoosiers and Purdue Boilermakers atop the standings. 

Recent history

After their 8–2 record in 1967, the Gophers would not win 8 games in a season again until they went 8–4 in 1999.  Their 10–3 record in 2003 gave the Gophers their first 10 win season since 1905. The Golden Gophers went 11-2 in 2019, their first 11 win season since 1904. After beating Auburn from the SEC in the Outback Bowl, They finished the season ranked #10 in the AP and Coaches Poll.

The 2006 team had the dubious distinction of blowing a 38–7 third-quarter lead in the Insight Bowl against Texas Tech, losing 44–41 in overtime. The collapse, which was the biggest in the history of Division I-A postseason football, directly led to the firing of head coach Glen Mason. On January 17, 2007, Tim Brewster was officially announced as the next head coach of the Minnesota Golden Gophers.

In 1981, the Gophers played their last game in Memorial Stadium and played their home games in the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome until 2008. The Gophers moved back to campus with a 20–13 win against Air Force on September 12, 2009, when their new home, TCF Bank Stadium, opened. 

In 2010, after a 1–6 record to start the season, the Gophers football head coach Tim Brewster was fired. Jeff Horton served as the interim head coach going 2–3. On December 6, 2010, Jerry Kill, former Northern Illinois University head coach, was hired to take over the University of Minnesota football program.

In 2014, The Gophers reached an 8–4 record while going 5–3 in Big Ten games, falling just short of making the Big Ten Championship Game by losing to The Wisconsin Badgers in the season finale. After being revitalized in the Big Ten contention, The Gophers were awarded an appearance in the Citrus Bowl on January 1 against Missouri.

In 2018, the Gophers defeated the Badgers to reclaim Paul Bunyan's Axe to end a 14-season losing streak. In 2021 and 2022, the Gophers beat Wisconsin in back-to-back years since 1993-1994. In 2022, Mohamed Ibrahim broke numerous rushing records. He broke Darrell Thompson’s career rushing record, David Cobb’s single season rushing record and the single season rushing touchdown record.

Conference affiliations

Independent (1882–1895)

Big Ten Conference (1896–present) 

Western Conference (1896–1952)

Big Ten Conference (1953–present)

Championships

National championships

Minnesota has won nine national championships from NCAA-designated major selectors.  Minnesota claims seven (1904, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1940, 1941, and 1960) of these championships.  The 1960 championship is a consensus national championship.

Conference championships

Minnesota has won 18 conference championships, 11 shared and seven outright. The last one being is 1967 when they shared it with Indiana and Purdue.
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	Statistic

	Player

	#
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	Year{s}


	Passing Yards

	Adam Weber

	10,917

	2007-2010


	Passing Touchdowns

	Adam Weber

	72

	2007-2010


	Total Offense

	Adam Weber

	11,790

	2007-2010


	Rushing Yards

	Mohamed Ibrahim

	4,668

	2018-2022


	Rushing Touchdowns

	Mohamed Ibrahim

	53

	2018-2022


	Receptions

	Eric Decker

	227

	2006-2009


	Reception Yards

	Tyler Johnson

	3,305

	2016-2019


	Touchdown Receptions

	Tyler Johnson

	33

	2016-2019


	Total Touchdowns

	Adam Weber

	82

	2007-2010


	Interceptions

	Tyler Nubin

	13

	2019-2023


	Tackles

	Tyrone Carter

	528

	1996-1999


	Sacks

	Karon Riley

	29

	1999-2000


	Field Goals

	Dan Nystrom

	71

	1999-2002




Retired numbers

Minnesota has retired five jersey numbers.


	No. 

	Player 

	Position 

	Career 


	10

	Paul Giel

	HB

	1951–53


	15

	Sandy Stephens

	QB

	1959–61


	54

	Bruce Smith

	RB

	1940–41


	72

	Bronko Nagurski

	FB/T

	1927–29


	78

	Bobby Bell

	LB/DE

	1960–62




	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

College Football Hall of Famers
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	Name 

	Position(s) 

	Inducted 

	Years 


	Bert Baston 

	End 

	1954 

	1914–1916 


	Bobby Bell 

	T 

	1991 

	1960–1962 


	Bernie Bierman 

	Head Coach 

	1955 

	1932–1941, 1945–1950 


	Tom Brown 

	G 

	2003 

	1958–1960 


	Fritz Crisler 

	Head Coach 

	1954 

	1930–1931 


	Carl Eller 

	DT 

	2006 

	1959–1962 


	George Franck 

	RB 

	2002 

	1938–1940 


	Paul Giel 

	RB 

	1975 

	1951–1953 


	Lou Holtz 

	Head Coach 

	2008 

	1984–1985 


	Herb Joesting 

	FB 

	1954 

	1925–1927 


	Pug Lund 

	RB 

	1958 

	1932–1934 


	Bobby Marshall 

	End 

	1971 

	1904–1906 


	John McGovern 

	QB 

	1966 

	1908–1910 


	Bronko Nagurski 

	T, FB 

	1951 

	1927–1929 


	Leo Nomellini 

	T, G 

	1977 

	1946–1949 


	Eddie Rogers 

	End 

	1968 

	1900–1903 


	Bruce Smith 

	RB 

	1972 

	1939–1941 


	Sandy Stephens 

	QB 

	2011 

	1959–1961 


	Clayton Tonnemaker 

	C 

	1980 

	1946–1949 


	Ed Widseth 

	T 

	1954 

	1934–1936 


	Dick Wildung 

	T 

	1957 

	1940–1942 


	Henry L. Williams 

	Head Coach 

	1951 

	1900–1921 
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Pro Football Hall of Famers
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	Name 

	Position(s) 

	Class 

	Team(s), Years 


	Bobby Bell 

	DE, LB 

	1983 

	Kansas City Chiefs, 1963–1974 


	Tony Dungy 

	Head Coach 

	2016 

	Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 1996–2001, Indianapolis Colts, 2002–2008 


	Carl Eller 

	DE 

	2004 

	Minnesota Vikings, 1964–1978, Seattle Seahawks, 1979 


	Bud Grant 

	Head Coach 

	1994 

	Minnesota Vikings, 1967–1983, 1985 


	Bronko Nagurski 

	FB 

	1963 

	Chicago Bears 1930–1937, 1943 


	Leo Nomellini 

	DT 

	1969 

	San Francisco 49ers 1950–1963 


	Charlie Sanders 

	TE 

	2007 

	Detroit Lions 1968–1977 




Canadian Football Hall of Fame


	Name 

	Position(s) 

	Class 

	Team(s), Years 


	Tom Brown 

	DL 

	1984 

	BC Lions, 1961–1967 


	Bud Grant 

	TE, Head Coach 

	1983 

	Winnipeg Blue Bombers, 1953–1966 
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Bowl Games
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Minnesota has played in 26 bowl games, garnering a record of 14–12.

	DATE

	
	
	OPPONENT

	UM

	OPP

	W/L

	BOWL GAME


	12/26/2025

	MINNESOTA

	vs

	NEW MEXICO

	20

	17

	W

	Rate Bowl


	1/3/2025

	MINNESOTA

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH

	24

	10

	W

	Duke’s Mayo Bowl


	12/26/2023

	MINNESOTA

	vs

	BOWLING GREEN

	30

	24

	W

	Quick Lane Bowl


	12/29/2022

	MINNESOTA

	vs

	SYRACUSE

	28

	20

	W

	Pinstripe Bowl


	12/28/2021

	MINNESOTA {9-4}

	vs

	WEST VIRGINIA

	18

	6

	W

	Guaranteed Rate Bowl


	1/1/2020

	#16 MINNESOTA (11-2)

	vs

	#9 AUBURN (9-4)

	31

	24

	W

	Outback Bowl


	12/26/2018

	MINNESOTA (6-6)

	vs

	GEORGIA TECH (7-5)

	34

	10

	W

	Quick Lane Bowl


	12/27/2016

	MINNESOTA (9-4)

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (8-5)

	17

	12

	W

	Holiday Bowl


	12/28/2015

	MINNESOTA (6-7)

	vs

	CENTRAL MICHIGAN (7-6)

	21

	14

	W

	Quick Lane Bowl


	1/1/2015

	#22 MINNESOTA (8-5)

	vs

	#14 MISSOURI (11-3)

	17

	33

	L

	Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl


	12/27/2013

	MINNESOTA (8-5)

	vs

	SYRACUSE (7-6)

	17

	21

	L

	Texas Bowl


	12/28/2012

	MINNESOTA (6-7)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (8-5)

	31

	34

	L

	Meineke Car Care Bowl


	12/31/2009

	MINNESOTA (6-7)

	vs

	IOWA STATE (7-6)

	13

	14

	L

	Insight Bowl


	12/31/2008

	MINNESOTA (7-6)

	vs

	KANSAS (8-5)

	21

	42

	L

	Insight Bowl


	12/29/2006

	MINNESOTA (6-7)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (8-5)

	41

	44

	L

	Insight Bowl


	12/30/2005

	MINNESOTA (7-5)

	vs

	VIRGINIA (7-5)

	31

	34

	L

	Music City Bowl


	12/31/2004

	MINNESOTA (7-5)

	vs

	ALABAMA (6-6)

	20

	16

	W

	Music City Bowl


	12/31/2003

	#24 MINNESOTA (10-3)

	vs

	OREGON (8-5)

	31

	30

	W

	Sun Bowl


	12/30/2002

	MINNESOTA (8-5)

	vs

	#25 ARKANSAS (9-5)

	29

	14

	W

	Music City Bowl


	12/28/2000

	MINNESOTA (6-6)

	vs

	NC STATE (8-4)

	30

	38

	L

	Micron PC Bowl


	12/31/1999

	MINNESOTA (8-4)

	vs

	OREGON (9-3)

	20

	24

	L

	Sun Bowl


	12/29/1986

	MINNESOTA (6-6)

	vs

	TENNESSEE (7-5)

	14

	21

	L

	Liberty Bowl


	12/21/1985

	MINNESOTA (7-5)

	vs

	CLEMSON (6-6)

	20

	13

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/22/1977

	MINNESOTA (7-5)

	vs

	MARYLAND (8-4)

	7

	17

	L

	Hall of Fame Classic


	1/1/1962

	#6 MINNESOTA (8-2)

	vs

	#16 UCLA (7-4)

	21

	3

	W

	Rose Bowl


	1/2/1961

	#1 MINNESOTA (8-2)

	vs

	#6 WASHINGTON (10-1-1)

	7

	17

	L

	Rose Bowl



Bowl Games Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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The "Golden" Gophers
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The University Mascot is derived from a nickname for the state of Minnesota, "The Gopher State." The original design was based on the thirteen-lined ground squirrel. The state nickname derives from a political cartoon by R. O. Sweeny, published as a broadside in 1858. The cartoon depicted state legislators as gophers dragging the state in the wrong direction.  The nickname was associated with the university as early as the publication of the first yearbook in 1888, which was titled "The Gopher".  Other early yearbooks included depictions of gophers as well, and the University of Minnesota football coach Clarence Spears officially named the football team the Gophers in 1926.  After the radio announcer Halsey Hall began referring to the team as the Golden Gophers due to the color of their uniforms, the team was renamed under Coach Bernie Bierman.
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School songs
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School songs for the university include Minnesota Rouser, Minnesota March, Go Gopher Victory, Our Minnesota, Minnesota Fight, Hail! Minnesota, and the Battle Hymn of the Republic.
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Facilities
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Gibson-Nagurski Football Complex

The complex houses the team administrative offices, locker room, meeting rooms, equipment room, training room, and players’ lounges. It is named after Gopher teammates from the 1920s, George Gibson and Bronko Nagurski.

TCF Bank Stadium {2009-present}

TCF Bank Stadium is an outdoor stadium located on the campus of the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States. Opened in 2009, it is the home field of the Minnesota Golden Gophers of the Big Ten Conference and was the temporary home of Minnesota United FC of Major League Soccer.  The stadium also served as the temporary home of the Minnesota Vikings of the National Football League (NFL) for the 2014 and 2015 seasons during the construction of U.S. Bank Stadium. The 50,805-seat "horseshoe" style stadium cost $303.3 million to build and is designed to support future expansion to seat up to 80,000. 

It was the first new Big Ten football stadium constructed since Memorial Stadium at Indiana University opened in 1960. TCF Bank Stadium also boasts the largest home locker room in college or professional football and one of the largest video boards in the nation.

[image: Image result for tcf bank stadium]
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Former Stadiums or Fields
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University of Minnesota Armory {1883-1898}

The University of Minnesota Armory is a building on the University of Minnesota campus in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Armory was constructed in 1896.  Fielding H. Yost, Michigan Wolverines football coach, forgot the Little Brown Jug, one of the oldest college football traveling trophies, in the locker rooms of the Armory in 1903.  The Armory was also the facility used for the University of Minnesota physical education department until 1935.  The school's football team played some of their early games on the open field next to the Armory.

[image: Image result for university of minnesota armory 1898]

Northrop Field {1899-1923}

Northrop Field was the on-campus stadium of the Minnesota Golden Gophers football team from 1899 to 1923. The original field had seating of around 3,000 and was named for University President Cyrus Northrop. After the 1902 season, the playing field was moved, and new seating was added that allowed for crowds of up to 20,000. The stadium was sometimes referred to as Greater Northrop Field after 1902. In 1903, the first season at the enlarged field, the Gophers played the Michigan Wolverines in the first Little Brown Jug game. The stadium continued as the football team's home until the end of the 1923 season. The U of M then built Memorial Stadium and moved there in 1924.

[image: Image result for northrop field]
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Memorial Stadium {1924-1981}

Memorial Stadium, also known as the "Brick House", was on the campus of the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. It was the home of the Minnesota Golden Gophers football team for 58 seasons, from 1924 through 1981. Prior to 1924, the Gophers played at Northrop Field.  Starting in 1982, the Gophers played their home games in the new Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, and Memorial Stadium was demolished a decade later.

Opened on October 14, 1924, the stadium was dedicated to the 3,527 students, graduates, and workers who served in World War I, which had ended six years earlier. It sat on approximately 11 acres (4.5 ha). 

While Memorial Park was its home, the football team won six national championships including three consecutive (1934–1936). The championship years were 1934, 1935, 1936, 1940, 1941, and 1960. The official capacity of the stadium during the 1970s was listed as 56,652. From the 1940s onward, temporary bleachers were occasionally brought in to boost capacity to approximately 66,000, though many of the seats were far away from the field. The stadium's attendance record was 66,284, set in 1961 against Purdue on November 18.

Memorial Stadium served as the anchor for Stadium Village, a small commercial area at the southeast portion of the Twin Cities campus.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fb/Memorial_Stadium_inscription.jpg/600px-Memorial_Stadium_inscription.jpg]

[image: Image result for memorial stadium (university of minnesota)]
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Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome {1982-2008}

The Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome' (commonly called the Metrodome) was a domed sports stadium located in downtown Minneapolis, Minnesota. It opened in 1982 as a replacement for Metropolitan Stadium, the former home of the National Football League's (NFL) Minnesota Vikings and Major League Baseball's (MLB) Minnesota Twins, and Memorial Stadium, the former home of the Minnesota Golden Gophers football team.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e9/Minnesota_Gophers.jpg/220px-Minnesota_Gophers.jpg][image: ]
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GOLDY GOPHER
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Goldy Gopher is the mascot for the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities campus and the associated sports teams, known as the Golden Gophers, as well as the 2011, 2013, 2017, and 2018 UCA Mascot National Champion. During the year, Goldy makes over 1000 appearances and is at virtually all home games for university teams, usually wearing the appropriate sporting attire.

The embodiment of the Gopher mascot came to life in 1952 when University of Minnesota assistant bandmaster Jerome Glass bought a fuzzy wool gopher suit with a papier-mâché head and asked one of the band members to climb into it. "Goldy" Gopher (the first name seems to have appeared sometime in the 1970s) became a fixture within the University of Minnesota Marching Band and Pep Band, as each year a band member was chosen to don the suit for that season. Wherever these two bands performed, Goldy was there to glad-hand with the crowd, hug the little kids, torment the cheerleaders, and generally add a friendly Minnesota flavor to the event. 

During the early 1960s, Goldy was written into the football pre-game and halftime shows with a specific place to be. Limited visibility from within the suit made it difficult to see out, and any of the suit’s wearers with glasses would fog up while trying to peer out the mouth hole, as the eyeholes were useless. One benefit during the cold games at Memorial Stadium in November was that Goldy Gopher was one of the few fans that stayed warm. 

Each band member who was allowed the joy of being the Gopher developed an individual personality, a unique way of relating to the crowd. And the mystique of Goldy Gopher became a tradition that absolutely prohibited removal of the head while in public, maintaining an illusion for the younger children that Goldy Gopher was a real live huggable animal. The style of the gopher suit changed many times over the years, sometimes by chance, sometimes by design. Until the early 1970s, the head was narrow and pointy-nosed, reminiscent of the real animal. Then in 1972, Goldy suddenly grew chubby cheeks and a wider, forward-looking face, almost cherubic in appearance. The gopher of the 1970s and early 1980s was comparable in appearance to a teddy bear, a favorite of children and grandmothers. For a brief period in 1985, a fierce-looking “mega-rodent“appeared, with a barrel chest, clown feet and sinister eyes. This look didn't last long, and Goldy soon again became a lovable, friendly character. From 1952 until 1990, the Gopher appearing at U of M sports events was a member of the Marching Band, and a symbiosis developed through the years that on more than one occasion kept Goldy out of trouble. With a propensity for attracting tail-pulling kids, Goldy relied on the band to save him from their clutches. And when the opposing team's cheerleaders or band members managed to “kidnap” the unfortunate rodent (a Big Ten tradition), band members would come to the rescue. 

In the late 1980s the U of M Athletic Department began to make use of Goldy at an ever-increasing number of events and held University-wide tryouts to secure several students who could cover the busy schedule. The Athletic Department's Spirit Squad officially took charge of Goldy in 1992.  The students that portray Goldy maintain anonymity throughout their tenure. They are also recognized as student athletes due to their vigorous schedule and amount of work that goes into it.
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1882 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The inaugural Minnesota football team did not have a coach. The first known mention of football at the University of Minnesota was on October 30, 1878 in the Ariel, the student newspaper at the time. It said that "Football has been the all-absorbing amusement for the past few weeks".  However, in those days, the only games played were against other Minnesota students. 

Minnesota's first intercollegiate game, which has its results recorded, took place at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds on September 29, 1882.  It was scheduled to be a three team track meet with the University of Minnesota, Carleton College and Hamline College competing. The team from Carleton College was unable to attend, so the other two teams went on with the meet without them. Following the meet, the athletes from Hamline wanted to go home, but were talked into playing a game of football first.  A.J. Baldwin, the team captain, was the first Minnesota player to score in an intercollegiate game, leading his team to a 4–0 victory.  According to the Ariel, "It is only fair to say that the Hamlines did not have their full strength and the University won by two goals in fifty-five minutes. This ended the day, and the crowd dispersed well satisfied with the beginning which had been made in intercollegiate sports." The teams had a rematch a couple of weeks later which was won by Hamline.


	9/30/1882

	Minnesota

	@

	Hamline

	4

	0

	W


	10/16/1882

	Minnesota

	@

	Hamline

	0

	2

	L


	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	4

	2

	1-1
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1883 Minnesota Golden Gophers

[image: ]


The season was the only season under head coach Thomas Peebles, the first coach in the history of the program. He came to the University to teach philosophy and since he had played football with distinction at Princeton University, he was recruited to coach the football team. He was described as "having a twinkling eye, a moustache, winged collars and the bearing of a scholar so that even on the field of play he looked as though he were en route to the court of St. James."

Upon arrival in Northfield, Minnesota for the first game of the year, there was a dispute between the arriving players from Minnesota and the team representing Carleton College. Carleton insisted that a member of the faculty be allowed to play, and they also insisted on playing rugby style football. Coach Peebles preferred the soccer style of play but agreed to the conditions if he could act as the referee.  Carleton won the game 4–2. 

Team of 1883: J.W. Adams (captain), Don Davidson, Mitchell, Blanding, Niles, Winchell, Graham, McNair, Bassett, Smith, Hammond, Crafts

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park.


	1883

	Minnesota

	@

	Carleton  

	2

	4

	L


	1883

	Minnesota

	@

	Hamline

	5

	0

	W


	1883

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	2

	4

	L


	Coach: Thomas Peebles

	
	
	Season Record >>

	9

	8

	1-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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1886 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1886 Minnesota Golden Gophers season was the first season under head coach Frederick S. Jones. He came from Yale to teach physics and became known as the "father of Minnesota football".  Unlike Coach Peebles, he preferred the rugby style of football. They each put together competing teams, but practical considerations helped to decide the future of football at Minnesota - Alfred F. Pillsbury arrived on campus and he owned a brand-new rugby ball, which was rare in those days. From that point on, football at Minnesota was played in the rugby style.  

After not fielding a team in 1884 and 1885, the 1886 season saw the debut of Alf Pillsbury, a crucial figure in the early days of Minnesota football. Due to a lack of rules regarding eligibility in college football, he played on the team for eight years and was captain for two of them. On the way to the game in Faribault, the team designed its first set of signals. It didn't seem to help much in the game itself, which they lost 9-5.  The rematch with Shattuck back in Minneapolis marked the first time that admission was charged at a Minnesota game.  

Team of 1886: Rushers, William Wagner (center), Alf F. Pillsbury, F.W. Nickerson, Christopher Graham, J. Paul Goode, Birney E. Trask, Charles H. Alden; Quarterback, Howard T. Abbott (captain); Halfbacks, John F. Hayden, Herschel J. Mayall and E.R. Allen; Back, Frank D. Jones; Substitutes, Henry Cotton and A.D. Meeds; Coach, Frederick S. Jones.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	1886

	Minnesota

	@

	Shattuck  

	5

	9

	L


	1886

	Minnesota

	vs

	SHATTUCK 

	8

	18

	L


	Coach: Frederick Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	13

	27

	0-2
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1887 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1887 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team, this was the second season under head coach Frederick S. Jones. For this season, the Ariel recorded that "The alumni have had their turn and the Minneapolis high school had been met and conquered" but a hoped for game against Michigan couldn't be arranged and no other recorded games were played this season.

On one occasion, while getting the team ready to play, Alf Pillsbury noticed that the team was short a man, so he recruited a student from the group of Minneapolis Central students who were on hand. His name was William Walter 'Pudge' Heffelfinger and after playing for Minnesota for a year, he went on to Yale and became one of the biggest names in the early days of football.  

Team of 1887: Rushers, Paul Goode (center), Fred M. Mann, John H. Corliss, Birney Trask, William H. Hoyt, Henry S. Morris, Edmund P. Allen; Quarterback, Alf Pillsbury (center); Halfbacks, John F. Hayden, William D. Willard; Back, Alonzo D. Meeds; Substitutes, W. Dann, Walter Heffelfinger.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	1887

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNEAPOLIS HS

	8

	0

	W


	1887

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	14

	0

	W


	Coach: Frederick Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	22

	0

	2-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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1888 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1888 Minnesota Golden Gophers football, this was the third and final season under head coach Frederick S. Jones. Following the 14-0 Minnesota win over Shattuck, the Ariel reported that "The game was followed by a bus-ride about the city, and the University and Shattuck yells combined to make the day hideous till supper time.”

Team of 1888: Rush Line, S.S. Start, J. Paul Goode, M.E. Trench, William H. Hoyt, M. H. Gerry, William C. Leary, Birney E. Trask (captain); Quarterback, Alf F. Pillsbury; Halfbacks, John F. Hayden, George K. Belden; Fullback, Grant B. Rossman

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/28/1888

	Minnesota

	@

	Shattuck  

	8

	16

	L


	10/31/1888

	Minnesota

	vs

	SHATTUCK 

	14

	0

	W


	Coach: Frederick Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	22

	16

	1-1
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1889 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1889 Minnesota Golden Gophers, this was the only season to feature game coaches. 

After Fred Jones stopped actively coaching, the team used game coaches for one season instead of finding a replacement for him.  The McCords, like Coach Peebles, had played football at Princeton.

1889 finally saw the formation of a football association. Before 1889, there wasn't any kind of official connection between the football team and the student body, which sometimes resulted in player shortages and required recruitment from other schools to have enough men to play in the games.

Once again, an attempt was made to schedule a game with the University of Michigan, but "Michigan wanted Minnesota to pay all of the expenses of the trip, which would amount to two hundred dollars. The Minnesota management was not able to see its way clear to guarantee this and so the game was given up.”

Team of 1889: Quarterback, Alf F. Pillsbury (captain); Halfbacks, George K. Belden, John F. Hayden; Fullback, Grant Rossman; Rush Line, Birney E. Trask (l.e.), A.J. Harris (l.t.), R.B. Brower (l.g.), E.H. Day (r.e.), J.E. Madigan (r.t.), George C. Sikes (r.g.), H.R. Robinson (center); Substitutes, M.B. Davidson, Charles E. Guthrie and W.M. Thompson.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/5/1889

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	7

	0

	W


	10/26/1889

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	10

	0

	W


	11/11/1889

	Minnesota

	@

	Shattuck  

	8

	28

	L


	11/20/1889

	Minnesota

	vs

	SHATTUCK 

	26

	0

	W


	Coach: Numerous

	
	
	Season Record >>

	51

	28

	3-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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1890 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1890 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team was the only season under head coach Tom Eck and featured the historic first meeting between Minnesota and Wisconsin, the most-played rivalry at the top level of NCAA college football.  The two teams have played each other every year since then except for 1906. That game was canceled by President Theodore Roosevelt who had decided to "cool off heated college football rivalries because of injuries and deaths on the field.”  The game was a decisive 63-0 Minnesota win.

Coach Eck started holding signal drills before each game and established a training table. This is considered to be the start of "scientific football" in Minnesota.  He also acted as the team's trainer.  The week before that game, Minnesota took on Grinnell in Minneapolis, the first out-of-state opponent in Minnesota football history. The game was a hard fought 18-13 Minnesota victory.

The Ariel declared this team to be the "champions of the northwest".

Roster: Horace R. Robinson (captain), William C. Leary, George K. Belden, J.A. Harris, S.S. Start, Grant B. Rossman, Eugene L. Patterson, William C. Muir, George C. Sikes, Alf F. Pillsbury, Harry E. White, Charles E. Guthrie, James E. Madigan, David R. Burbank, Everhard P. Harding; Trainer Tom Eck.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/22/1890

	Minnesota

	@

	Hamline  

	44

	0

	W


	11/3/1890

	Minnesota

	@

	Shattuck  

	58

	0

	W


	11/5/1890

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	0

	0

	T


	11/8/1890

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	18

	14

	W


	11/15/1890

	Minnesota

	vs

	WISCONSIN

	63

	0

	W


	11/29/1890

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	11

	14

	L


	11/29/1890

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	14

	6

	W


	Coach: Tom Eck

	
	
	Season Record >>

	208

	33

	5-1-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

GRINNELL

The University of Minnesota football team is again victor, but it was a hard tussle and an up hill fight. About 300 braved the snowstorm. Grinnell was compelled to score two For Minnesota by making a safety touchdown. Lyman, of Grinnell, succeeded in scoring a touchdown. Grinnell led 4-2 at halftime. Lyon scored the second touchdown for Iowa soon after play had commenced. Lyman scored the third touchdown by falling on the ball when Belden kicked it along bis own goal. This placed the score 14 to 2 in favor of Grinnell.  Leary scored a touchdown for Minnesota and Belden kicked a goal. The students and spectators were wild with excitement. Patterson scored another touchdown and Belden kicked another goal. Belden scored another touchdown. This made the score 18 to 14 in favor of Minnesota. In the five minutes left the 'Varsity boys worked hard for another touchdown, but to no avail and the score stood that way at the finish.
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WISCONSIN {First meeting}
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The attendance numbered about 800. The score stood 20 to nothing in favor of Minnesota when time was called at the end of the first half. Patterson scored the first touchdown for Minnesota.  Patterson followed with another touchdown. Patterson had hardly regained his wind when he was pushed through and scored the fourth touchdown. Belden kicked a goal. Patterson scored another touchdown, and Belden kicked a goal. Then Patterson gave way to Leary, who scored three touchdowns in succession. Belden kicked a goal twice on Leary's touchdowns. Belden kicked a goal from the field, a feat that has never been accomplished before, and the final was 63-0 Minnesota.
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1891 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1891 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team was the only season under head coach Edward Moulton, and it saw Minnesota's first out-of-state trip with a pair of games in Iowa. The first of these games was against Iowa College and ended in a 12–12 tie. The second game was Minnesota's first meeting with long-time rival Iowa and resulted in a 42–4 Minnesota victory.

Roster

Center, James Madigan  Tackles, George Sikes, R. C. Dewey

Guards, Charles G. Flanagan, Everhard P. Harding

Ends, L. C. Edson, E.C. Bisbee, David R. Burbank

Halfbacks, Eugene L. Patterson, William C. Leary (captain)

Quarterback, Alfred F. Pillsbury  Fullback, Charles S. Hale

Substitutes, George Hawley, Russell H. Folwell, John C. Ohnstad, Grant B. Rossman, A. T. Larson, A. J. Harris, R. L. Cramb

Coach/trainer Edward Moulton

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/17/1891

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	0

	4

	L


	10/24/1891

	Minnesota

	vs

	WISCONSIN

	26

	12

	W


	10/31/1891

	Minnesota

	@

	Grinnell  

	12

	12

	T


	11/2/1891

	Minnesota

	@

	Iowa

	42

	4

	W


	11/14/1891

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	22

	14

	W


	Coach: Ed “Dad” Moulton

	
	
	Season Record >>

	102

	46

	3-1-1




Source: Wikipedia
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1892 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1892 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team played for one season without a coach. This year, an organization was formed called the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the Northwest by representatives of Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin and Northwestern.  Minnesota went undefeated this season, including wins over all three other members of the league, so they won the first league championship.

The game against Michigan was Minnesota's first game in the historic rivalry that would spawn the most famous of all rivalry trophies, the Little Brown Jug. The game against Northwestern was also the first meeting with that school. 

Roster

Center, James E. Madigan

Guards, Everhard P. Harding (right guard); Augustus T. Larson (left guard)

Tackles George C. Sikes (right tackle); Constant Larson (left tackle)

Ends Edgar C. Bisbee (right end); William F. Dalrymple (left end)

Quarterback, Alfred F. Pillsbury

Halfbacks, William C. Leary (captain and right halfback); Eugene L. Patterson (left halfback)

Fullback, Russell H. Folwell

Substitutes, David R. Burbank, Harry E. White, Fred W. Foote, John E. LeCrone, William C. Muir

October 17, 1892, Minnesota faced Michigan in Minneapolis. The game was the first of more than 90 meetings in the Little Brown Jug rivalry.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/8/1892

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	18

	10

	W


	10/17/1892

	Minnesota

	vs

	MICHIGAN (7-5)

	14

	6

	W


	10/22/1892

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	40

	24

	W


	10/29/1892

	Minnesota

	@

	Wisconsin (4-3)

	32

	4

	W


	11/8/1892

	Minnesota

	vs

	NORTHWESTERN (6-4-2)

	18

	12

	W


	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	122

	56

	5-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights
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MICHIGAN {First meeting}
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Michigan faced Minnesota at the Minneapolis Base Ball Park in Minneapolis. The game was the first of more than 90 meetings in Michigan's oldest football rivalry. Minnesota won the game, 14–6. After the Saturday afternoon game in Madison, the Wolverines arrived in Minneapolis at 8 o'clock on Sunday morning. The team spent Sunday afternoon with alumni in St. Paul and visited Minnehaha Falls on Monday morning. The game was played on Monday afternoon during a hard rain that made the field wet and muddy. Despite the rain, The Minneapolis Tribune reported that the game was played before "the largest crowd that ever witnessed a football game in the Northwest." The Saint Paul Daily Globe, on the other hand, estimates the crowd size at 800 persons. Michigan's starting center Frank Harding was unable to play due to the injury he sustained against Wisconsin. The Detroit Free Press's account of the game reported that Michigan was "badly outclassed at center and could not withstand Minnesota's rush." At the end of a 45-minute first half, Minnesota led 10-0. Michigan's only touchdown came on a long run by George Jewett in the second half. Jewett and Ralph Hayes were also praised for making "great tackles." The Minneapolis Tribune noted that "Jewett, Ann Arbor's colored phenomenon at half-back, could win the game alone with half a chance." Jewett made gains for Michigan throughout the game, and Michigan coach Frank Barbour, who played at Yale, called Jewett "the best half-back he has ever seen."
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1893 Minnesota Golden Gophers
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The 1893 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team was the only season under head coach Wallace Winter, and it featured the second season of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the Northwest. Minnesota plowed undefeated through its schedule to set up an end-of-season matchup with Wisconsin for the league title. The game was a rout, and the teams agreed to stop the game early after Minnesota took a 40–0 lead. Due to financial difficulties, the league disbanded after the 1893 season.

On November 11, 1893, Minnesota finished its season with a 40 to 0 victory over Wisconsin in Minneapolis. Left halfback Pillsbury scored four touchdowns, and right halfback Adams scored three.

Roster

Center, James E. Madigan (captain)

Guards, Everhart P. Harding (right guard); Augustus T. Larson (left guard)

Tackles, Constant Larson (left tackle); William C. Muir (right tackle)

Ends, Edgar C. Bisbee (right end); William F. Dalrymple (left end)

Quarterback, Charles H. Van Campen

Halfbacks, Walter N. Southworth (right half); George K. Belden (left half)

Fullback, Henry C. Cutler

Substitutes, Charles Adams, Ralph K. Keene, George A. Finlayson, Mason W. Spicer, W. Oakley Stout, Willis J. Walker, J. LeMoyne Danner Jr.

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/14/1893

	Minnesota

	vs

	KANSAS 

	12

	6

	W


	10/21/1893

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	36

	6

	W


	10/25/1893

	Minnesota

	@

	Hamline 

	10

	6

	W


	10/28/1893

	Minnesota

	@

	Michigan (7-3)

	34

	20

	W


	10/30/1893

	Minnesota

	@

	Northwestern (2-5-3)

	16

	0

	W


	11/11/1893

	Minnesota

	vs

	WISCONSIN (4-2)

	40

	0

	W


	Coach: Wallie Winter

	
	
	Season Record >>

	148

	38

	6-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Michigan

Michigan lost to Minnesota, 30–24. The game began at 3:00 p.m. and was played in front of 1,000 spectators at Regents Field in Ann Arbor. Michigan's left halfback Raynor Freund scored two touchdowns, one on a 60 yard run around left end, and Hooper and Aldrich each scored one. Bartlett, a former Princeton player, started at right halfback for Michigan, but was injured and carried from the field. Dygert kicked at least one of the goals after touchdown for Michigan. Right halfback Southworth starred for Minnesota, scoring at least three touchdowns. The U. of M. Daily praised Minnesota for its excellent interference and "exceedingly strong" line. When news of the victory reached the Minnesota campus, students there celebrated around a huge bonfire on the campus, executed "joyous gyrations", and toured the city, including a stop at the home of President Northrop.

WISCONSIN

Minnesota finished its season with a 40 to 0 victory over Wisconsin in Minneapolis. Left halfback Pillsbury scored four touchdowns, and right halfback Adams scored three.
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The 1894 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team represented the University of Minnesota in the 1894 college football season. It was Minnesota's only season under head coach Thomas Cochran and it featured Minnesota's first trip to Madison, Wisconsin, a game which they were heavily favored to win. However, Wisconsin won a hard fought game by a score of 6–0. The season also featured Minnesota's first game against Purdue, resulting in a decisive 24–0 victory.

Roster

Center, A. E. Finlayson Guards, Everhart P. Harding (captain and right guard); Augustus T. Larson (left guard)

Tackles, Willis J. Walker (right tackle); John S. Dalrymple (left tackle)

Ends, Jack Harrison (left end); William F. Dalrymple (right end)

Quarterback, Charles H. Van Campen Halfbacks, Walter N. Southworth (right half); Charles E. Adams (left half)

Fullback, Henry C. Cutler

Substitutes, Edward W. Matthews, William H. Condit, Thomas M. Kehoe, Charles E. Slusser, Joel G. Winkjer, George T. Pettibone

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	10/20/1894

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	10

	2

	W


	10/27/1894

	Minnesota

	vs

	PURDUE (8-1)

	24

	0

	W


	11/10/1894

	Minnesota

	vs

	BELOIT (5-3)

	40

	0

	W


	11/17/1894

	Minnesota

	@

	Wisconsin (5-2)

	0

	6

	L


	Coach: Tom Cochrane

	
	
	Season Record >>

	74

	8

	3-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

PURDUE

The Contest, Witnessed by Fuliy 2,500 People, Resulted in a Score of 24 to 0 in Favor of Minnesota. Southworth scored the first touchdown on a 20 yard run, with Larson scoring five minutes later on a 30 yard run. Southworth scored again on a 19 yard run and Minnesota led 18-0 at halftime. Cutler scored on a 5 yard run for Minnesota in the 2nd half to make the final score 24-0.
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The 1895 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team was the only season under head coach William Heffelfinger. On January 11, 1895, the Presidents of several schools met in a preliminary meeting and formed a group which would become the Intercollegiate Conference of Faculty Representatives, known today as the Big Ten Conference. As a result of this emerging conference, this season would be Minnesota's last season as an Independent. Minnesota won its first ever match with Chicago with a last minute touchdown to win a very close, physical game by a score of 10-6.  Financially, the team rebounded from some lean years. They "secured a large subscription from the businessmen of the city, the attendance at all of the games was good, and at the close of the season there was a large surplus in the treasury."

Roster

Ends, Jack Harrison (left end); Thomas M. Kehoe (right end)

Tackles, John S. Dalrymple (left tackle); Willis J. Walker (right tackle)

Guards, Augustus T. Larson (captain and left guard); George A.E. Finlayson (right guard)

Center, James C. Fulton

Quarterback, Charles E. Adams

Halfbacks, George T. Pettibone (left halfback); Henry C. Loomis (right halfback)

Fullback, H.A. Parkyn

Substitutes, Clinton L. Walker, Martin Teigen, Ivan A. Parry, Stanley H. Bissell, John B. Loomis, H.B. Gilbert. Trainer, Edward "Dad" Moulton

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	9/28/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	MINNEAPOLIS CENTRAL HS 

	20

	0

	W


	10/5/1895

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	4

	6

	L


	10/12/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	Minneapolis Boat Club 

	6

	0

	W


	10/19/1895

	Minnesota

	vs

	IOWA AGRICULTURE (3-4) **

	24

	0

	W


	10/26/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	Chicago (10-3)

	10

	6

	W


	10/29/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	Purdue (4-3)

	4

	16

	L


	11/2/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	Macalester 

	40

	0

	W


	11/16/1895

	Minnesota

	vs

	WISCONSIN (5-2-1)

	14

	10

	W


	11/23/1895

	Minnesota

	@

	Michigan (8-1)

	0

	20

	L


	11/28/1895

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	14

	0

	W


	Coach: “Pudge” Heffelfinger

	
	
	Season Record >>

	136

	58

	7-3




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Purdue

Purdue 16 U of M 4. That tells the story of today's game on the gridiron. Minnesotas Kehoe ran 2 yards for a touchdown. Purdue tied the game at 4-4 on a short run through the middle of Minnesota’s line. Smith goes over for a touchdown and Jamison kicks goal and Purdue leads 10-4. Purdue added a touchdown in the 2nd half and the final score was 16-4, Boilermakers.

Michigan

Michigan faced the University of Minnesota on November 23, in a game played at the baseball park in Detroit. Michigan easily won the game by a score of 20 to 0. The playing field was soft and slippery from snow and rain, and "the wet ball caused a good deal of fumbling, especially on the part of the Minnesota team." One account described the playing surface as "a field of mud several inches deep. Minnesota was "practically on the defense throughout the game," and "only twice were her runners able to get through Michigan's line for substantial gains. Halfback Gustave Ferbert scored two touchdowns for Michigan, and Hall and Farnum added one each. Bloomingston kicked a goal from touchdown; another goal was also kicked but the name of the player was not specified.

** - Iowa Agriculture is now known as Iowa State
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The 1896 Minnesota Golden Gophers football team played in the Western Conference in 1896. The 1896 season was the first season under head coach Alexander Jerrems and was the first season of competition in the Big Ten Conference, or Western Conference as it was commonly referred to at the time. Minnesota won its first ever conference game over Purdue but lost its other two matches to Michigan and Wisconsin.

Roster

Ends, Jack Harrison (captain and left end), Henry A. Scandrett (right end)

Tackles, Ivan A. Perry (left tackle), A.M. Smith (right tackle)

Guards, George A.E. Finlayson (left guard), Everhard P. Harding (right guard)

Center, James C. Fulton

Quarterbacks, George E. Cole, Richard E. Woodworth

Halfbacks, S.W. Bagley (right half), Martin Teigen, Elbridge L. Heath (left half)

Fullback, Harry C. Loomis

Substitutes, Clinton L. Walker, John Taresh, Carl S. Jorgens, Lloyd Sperry, Claude Nicoulin, L. Eugene Parker, Conrad H. Christopherson

Trainer, Edward "Dad" Moulton

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	9/19/1896

	Minnesota

	@

	MINNEAPOLIS SOUTH HS 

	34

	0

	W


	9/26/1896

	Minnesota

	@

	MINNEAPOLIS CENTRAL HS 

	50

	0

	W


	10/3/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	CARLETON 

	16

	6

	W


	10/10/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	12

	0

	W


	10/17/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	PURDUE (4-2-1)

	14

	0

	W


	10/24/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	IOWA AGRICULTURE

	18

	6

	W


	10/31/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNESOTA ALUMNI 

	8

	0

	W


	11/7/1896

	Minnesota

	vs

	MICHIGAN (9-1)

	4

	6

	L


	11/21/1896

	Minnesota

	@

	Wisconsin (7-1-1)

	0

	6

	L


	11/28/1896

	Minnesota

	@

	Kansas 

	12

	0

	W


	Coach: Alexander Jerrems

	
	
	Season Record >>

	168

	24

	8-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

PURDUE

The crowd numbered close to 3,500. The sky was clear, and the air was crisp. Jack Harrison ran around right end for the first score for Minnesota. Everhard Harding scored on a short run in the 2nd half and Minnesota held on for a14-0 victory.

MICHIGAN

Michigan won by a 6–4 score over previously undefeated Minnesota. The game was played in 35-minute halves before 5,000 spectators at old Athletic Park in Minneapolis. Right end Loomis Hutchinson of Michigan scored in the first half, but he was ruled offside, and the touchdown was disallowed. After a scoreless first half, Michigan fullback Ignatius M. Duffy was pushed over for a touchdown in the second half, and Gustave Ferbert kicked the goal from touchdown. Michigan fans in the bleachers celebrated Duffy's touchdown with cowbells. Shortly thereafter, Minnesota scored a touchdown, but the score came at the far corner of the field where a straight kick for the goal after touchdown was impossible. Accordingly, Minnesota attempted a double kick, kicking the ball first to the fullback Loomis. Loomis caught the ball so close to the goal posts that his kick for goal "was easily stopped by Michigan players."
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The 1897 Minnesota Golden Gophers football was the second and final season under head coach Alexander Jerrems. The season started out well, but the team lost its last four games including all three of its conference games. The Ariel reported that there was a general opinion that the team's difficulties were the result of poor management.  Coach Jerrems was not asked to return, and changes were made to the rules governing athletics at the University - managers would no longer be chosen by the students.

Roster

Ends, Jack Harrison (captain and left end), C.R. Shipley (right end)

Tackles, George A.E. Finlayson (left tackle), Claude Nicoulin (right tackle)

Guard, A.M. Smith (left guard), A.K. Ingalls (right guard)

Center, J.C. Winkjer

Quarterback, George E. Cole

Halfbacks, G.W. Evans (left half), S.W. Bagley (right half)

Fullback, Harry C. Loomis

Trainer, Edward "Dad" Moulton

Home games were played at U of M Armory or Athletic Park


	9/25/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	MINNEAPOLIS SOUTH HS 

	22

	0

	W


	10/2/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	MACALESTER 

	26

	0

	W


	10/9/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	CARLETON 

	48

	6

	W


	10/16/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	6

	0

	W


	10/23/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	IOWA AGRICULTURE

	10

	12

	L


	10/30/1897

	Minnesota

	vs

	WISCONSIN (9-1)

	0

	39

	L


	11/13/1897

	Minnesota

	@

	Michigan (6-1-1)

	0

	14

	L


	11/20/1897

	Minnesota

	@

	Purdue (5-3-1)

	0

	6

	L


	Coach: Alexander Jerrems

	
	
	Season Record >>

	112

	77

	4-4




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Michigan

Michigan defeated Minnesota by a 14–0 score. The game was played in 35-minute halves before almost 4,000 spectators at the Detroit Athletic Club's field in Detroit. The crowd included 1,200 Michigan students who arrived on special trains from Ann Arbor. It was Michigan's third consecutive victory over Minnesota. The game began at 2:42 p.m. and lasted for two hours and 18 minutes. It remained scoreless for the first 27 minutes. At that point, Michigan's left guard William Caley ran one yard for a touchdown, but James Hogg missed the kick for goal; Michigan led, 4–0. Hogg scored Michigan's second touchdown on a two yard run but again missed the kick for goal; Michigan led, 8–0, at halftime. In the second half, neither team scored for 33 minutes, though Clayton Teetzel had a 65 yard touchdown run that was negated by holding penalty against Minnesota. Then, with approximately two minutes remaining, Leo J. Keena scored a touchdown on a four yard run, and Hogg kicked the goal to extend Michigan's lead to 14–0. Minnesota's fullback and punter, Loomis, suffered a broken ankle early in the first half. The game was largely a kicking contest, with each team punting the ball back and forth.

Purdue

The final game of the season was played on Stuart Field this afternoon, resulting in a victory for Purdue. The heavier Minnesotans were defeated by a score of 6 to 0. The ground was wet, the game being played in a drizzling rain. The swift backs of Minnesota were unable to make their long end runs and there was a great deal of punting, Harrison being forced to kick time and again on the third down because his men could not get through or around the Purdue ends. Purdue’s touchdown came on a blocked
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