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A NOTE TO READEI'S

H%\ Many non-Japanese, including people from Rfrica
~@i and Southeast Asia, appear in Osamu Tezuka’s
works. Sometimes these people are depicted very
differently from the way they actually are today, in a
manner that eraggerates a time long past or shows them
to be from extremely undeveloped lands. Some feel that
such images contribute to racial discrimination, especially
against people of African descent. This was never Osamu
Tezuka’s intent, but we believe that as long as there are
people who feel insulted or demeaned by these depictions,
we must not ignore their feelings.

We are against discrimination, in all its forms, and intend
to continue to work for its elimination. Nonetheless, we do
not believe it would be proper to revise these works.
Tezuka is no longer with us, and we cannot erase what he
has done, and to alter his work would only violate his rights
as a creator. More importantly, stopping publication or
changing the content of his work would do little to solve
the problems of discrimination that erist in the world.

We are presenting Osamu Tezuka’s work as it was origi-
nally created, without changes. We do this because we
believe it is also important to promote the underlying themes
in his work, such as love for mankind and the sanctity of
life. We hope that when you, the reader, encounter this
work, you will keep in mind the differences in attitudes,
then and now, toward discrimination, and that this will con-
tribute to an even greater awareness of such problems.

— Tezuka Productions and Dark Horse Comics
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