

Studies 





In

Daniel

––––––––


By Rev. James B. Dobbs




































Copyright © 2017

James B. Dobbs



Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Studies In Daniel

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Sign up for James Dobbs's Mailing List

Also By James Dobbs

About the Author



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To those facing persecution because of their Christian faith and to Pam as always.

      

    

In this study in Daniel, all scripture is from the King James Bible, and all commentary references are from Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  The study is my understanding by God’s guidance of what this book says to us as Christians today.
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Chapter 1
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Daniel 1:1 says, In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.  Once more, God's chosen people were under attack because they refused to follow God.  We cannot be God's people, followers of Christ, and live in disobedience to His will and expect that there will be no consequences.  When God's chosen people began to live for themselves and not for God, He often removed His protective hand from them. Verse two adds, And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.  When God removed His protection from Judah, they were defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, who then took the vessels from the house of God and carried them to the treasure house of his god.  We might question why God would allow this to happen, but I believe that when His people did not follow His will that the vessels of the temple had no meaning.  We cannot claim that something is God's if we do not follow Him.  Verse three continues, And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes;  Since Ashpenaz was tasked with bringing certain children of the king's seed to him, we can assume that Daniel must have been of the royal family. Now, he found himself enslaved.  As followers of Christ, we are part of His royal family and must never allow ourselves to be enslaved by sin once more.  Verse four states, Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.  The king didn't want just any children, but he wanted the best so that they might stand, or serve, in the king's palace.  I guess if a person were enslaved by another, then serving in the palace would not be the worst thing that could happen. Verse five adds, And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.  We are not told how the rest of those captured were being treated, but the others chosen with him and Daniel himself were to be treated to the finest food and drink.  We may be offered the finest that the world has, but if we have to stop identifying as followers of Christ, we cannot accept it.  Daniel and those with him were basically going to be removed from his identity as a Judean.  Verse six continues, Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:   We are given the names of four of the children of Judah who were chosen.  Again, they might have felt fortunate to be in such a position and have even credited God with placing them there, but they were really being put in a position of having to praise, or at least thank, the king.  Verse seven concludes, Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.  I believe that this is further evidence that they were to be assimilated into Babylonian culture.  Even the names that they had were going to be changed.  If we begin to try to fit into the world, taking on all the habits of the world, we may soon lose our identity as a follower of Christ.  No matter how tempting things may look, if the lead us away from the will of God, they are wrong.  We must stand firm in our identity as God's followers, no matter what it costs us in this world.

Daniel 1:8 says, But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.  Instead of counting himself fortunate to be given the portion of the king's food and drink, Daniel knew that they would defile his relationship with God and even with the other children of Judah.  We cannot feast on the riches of the world if it will defile our relationship with God or our identity as His followers.  Verse nine adds, Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. I believe that God was still at work in Daniel's life because Daniel was remaining true to God.  Had Daniel simply felt that he was fortunate and gone along with the king's plan, I don't believe that God would have been at work in his life.  We cannot follow the world and follow God as well.  Verse ten continues, And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.  Though the prince of the eunuchs liked Daniel, he feared the king more.  He was worried about what would happen to him if Daniel and his friends didn't eat and drink and looked bad when presented to the king.  There may be people today who like us, but if our beliefs as followers of Christ somehow threaten them or their position, they will quickly cast us aside to preserve their status.  Verse eleven states, Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,  Daniel did not simply refuse to eat no matter what, but he was willing to talk to Melzar, the prince of the eunuchs about a compromise.  Daniel was not compromising his beliefs but was simply proposing a way for his friends and himself to remain true to God without causing harm to Melzar. Though we cannot compromise our faith, we do not need to go out of our way to bring harm to those who are not followers of Christ. Verse twelve adds, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.  Daniel proposed a test.  He and his friends were to be given pulse and water for ten days.  Today we might say bread and water.  I wonder how many people, if taken captive and called to live in the king's palace and eat his food would decline the food for fear of poluting themselves spiritually.  Verse thirteen continues, Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.  Daniel told Melzar to examine them after ten days compared to those who did eat and drink the king's food and drink.  Daniel had to have faith that God would keep them strong if they remained faithful to Him.  We cannot compromise our faith for our own benefit but must decide before temptation comes to remain true to God with the knowledge that He will provide for us.  Verse fourteen says, So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. Melzar consented, which took some faith on his part.  Verse fifteen adds, And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat.  God rewarded their faith, and indirectly that of Melzar also.  When we stand firm for God, those around us will notice and be impacted by our faith, whether they acknowledge it or not.  We might say that Daniel and the others doomed themselves to a lifetime of bread and water, but that was unimportant. Remaining true to their faith in God was what mattered.

Daniel 1:16 says, Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.  As stated earlier, this was not just a ten-day trial period, but was a commitment for as long as they were in captivity.  After a few days, we might be tempted by the rich food and drink, but they remained true.   Verse seventeen adds, As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.  When they remained faithful to God, He remained faithful to them.  We too often expect God to remain faithful to us, even when we are not faithful to Him.  Living without being corrupted by the king's food and drink, these four were not only physically superior to those who ate what the king provided, but they were given a great skill in knowledge and learning.  We might say that it was only food and drink, but at this time, there were still dietary restrictions for the Jews.  We may not have the same dietary restrictions today, but there are still things that we should not do as followers of Christ, no matter how much it might benefit us materially.  Verse eighteen continues, Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.  The day of reckoning had come.  Melzar was to bring those chosen before the king, including Daniel and his three friends.  When we are firm in our faith to Christ, there will always be days when we are judged compared to others around us who do not follow Christ.  Verse nineteen states, And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. king.  The king could find none like these four.  When we are examined by the world, we need to live in such faith that no one living by the standards of the world will compare to us.  This is due to our belief in and faith to Christ, and not because of our own ability.  Verse twenty adds, And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.  The king found them to be ten times better in wisdom and knowledge than all his magicians and astrologers in the land.  No matter how smart those who deny God, and especially His redemption of people through faith in Christ, may think they are, we as followers of Christ are superior in knowledge and understanding.  This is because God gives us true knowledge and understanding.  Verse twenty-one continues, And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.  Daniel and the others were not suddenly set free from their physical bondage, but they were never in spiritual bondage.  That is all that we can claim today.  Even if we were to be enslaved physically, if we remain true to God through the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will never be enslaved spiritually.
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Chapter 2
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Daniel 2:1 says, And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.  Nebuchadnezzar had dreams that kept him from sleeping.  Nebuchadnezzar evidently put a lot of faith in dreams.  There are still those people today who believe that dreams foretell the future base their actions on these dreams.  Verse two adds, Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.  Nebuchadnezzar evidently had many people who served to interpret his dreams and give him spiritual advice.  We may have many people today who claim to have the ability to tell us what our future holds, but only God can do that.  Verse three continues, And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.  Nebuchadnezzar told those that he had summoned that he had a dream that troubled him and they were to tell him what it was and what it meant.  This might seem a lot to ask, but if they were truly capable of doing what they claimed, then it should not have been a real problem.  The same is true for those who claim such power today.  Verse four states, Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and
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