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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
 curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
 informational reading is critical to success in school. National
 Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
 and create readers who not only can read, but also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
 special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
 As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross
 off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
 poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/superreaders.




Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
 can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
 activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
 previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
 kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentives
 to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
 more and achieve more. What could be better than that?

Sincerely,

Mariam Jean Dreher
Professor of Reading Education
University of Maryland, College Park
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For kids who love horses as much as I do —K.J.
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Horses can sleep standing
 up, locking their legs to keep
 from falling.




The oldest known horse, an
 English horse named Old
 Billy, lived to be 62 years old.




Like most mammals,
 horses have a belly button.




A horse’s teeth take up
 more space in its head
 than its brain does.




Closely related to rhinos and tapirs,
 horses belong to a group of mammals that
 have an odd number of toes.




Horses belong to the
 equine (EE-kwine) family,
 which also includes zebras,
 donkeys, and mules.




A horse’s brain weighs about
 the same as a human child’s—
about a pound and a half.




The term “equine” refers to a horse or
 describes things having to do with horses. It
 comes from the ancient Greek word equus,
 which means “quickness.”




In the late 1800s, European carriage
 horses wore straw hats to help shade
 them in the summer.
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Tough Welsh ponies roamed
 the hills and valleys of
 Wales, Great Britain, as far
 back as 1600 B.C.




Horses with blue
 eyes are rare, but
 they can occur in
 many breeds.




Horses tend to move
 faster when they are
 headed home.




As many as eight million
 horses served during
 World War II.




An adult horse produces
 about 10 gallons of
 saliva per day.




Blueskin and Nelson were two of General George
 Washington’s war horses during the American Revolution.




At a world-famous riding school in Vienna,
 Austria, a stallion is referred to as a “professor”
 once he’s finished his training.




Like homeless dogs and cats, many horses around
 the world are waiting to be adopted.




Some horses have wardrobes
 that include rainproof
 sheets and fitted blankets to
 keep them warm and dry.




Until the invention of the steam
 engine in 1698, horses provided
 the fastest and most reliable
 transportation on land.




A horse’s hooves
 grow about a
 quarter inch
 per month.




The famous racehorse Exterminator had a series of companion ponies, all named Peanuts.




Some birds like to make nests out
 of discarded horse hair.




Horses carried gear
 across the Rocky
 Mountains for the
 American explorers
 Meriwether Lewis and
 William Clark.




In the timed
 sport of
 barrel racing,
 horse and rider race a
 cloverleaf pattern around
 a set of three barrels.




Male horses have more teeth than females do,
 including four extra “fighting teeth.”
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CHAPTER 1




The Przewalski’s
 (shuh-VAHL-skeez) horse,
 found in Mongolia, is the
 ONLY TRULY WILD HORSE
 SPECIES ON THE
 PLANET.
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Some cave art
 depicting
 horses dates
BACK TO AROUND
 36,000 B.C.




The first people to tame wild horses may
 have been a group of nomads. Nomads
 are people who travel from place to place,
 rather than living in one spot. These
 nomads trained horses to carry people and
 pull heavy loads through their lands in Asia.
 This helped them travel farther and faster.

Since then, people around the world have
 been putting horses to work.
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