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      Colbie flipped her phone over and unlocked the screen to open a chat and stare at it. Next to her in the driver’s seat, Daiki glanced at her and at the device, she held and then returned his gaze to the road.

      “Don’t tell me you’re still camping in that chat, Colbie.”

      She sighed, turned the phone over, and looked out the window as images of the roadside went past.

      “Colbie?”

      “They’re my messages, too,” she answered.

      “Yes, of course they are. But we both know how you get when you go down that road,” Daiki said.

      “I’m sorry I don’t have the power to erase the last four years of my life.”

      “Oh, come on. Don’t do me like that. Why would you erase four years of your life?”

      “You know what I mean.”

      He knew. It was only the fifth day since Colbie and the man she had spent the last three and half years in a relationship with concluded it was no longer working, and every waking moment since that time she’d been struggling with the memories that came knocking, making her wonder if she hadn’t just been impetuous.

      She met Robert Bernstein in college and the two had been friends for months before the slow realization that there was something more there. It had been beautiful watching what they had morphed from merely caring about each other to seeing that they were in love. He was sweet, kind, and gentle.

      Daiki’s seeming perfection had often made her quiet the voice of wonder if she felt as much about him as he did her, but two years into the relationship she'd decided someone couldn’t spend so much time with another person and not feel like they were a part of them.

      He was sweet and warm, but the last six months before it ended had left her feeling like all she had was company instead of a partner let alone a lover.

      Now that it had ended, she’d not thought it would be so hard to avoid the memories of him.

      “Do we really have to go?” she asked.

      “No, we don’t. We could turn back right now. But you can bet there’s a chance Regina’s going to hold the grudge for a very long time and the entire office is going to feel it. She’s not evil, but I have a feeling it’s the kind ones who end up holding grudges that are even more dangerous.”

      “She’ll understand.”

      “Do you want to take the risk? You two have two months to spend prepping for the Alvaro trial together. Do you want to spend all of that time trying to make up for missing her wedding?”

      “I just broke up with my boyfriend, that’s the equivalent of exigent circumstances.”

      “Erm, technically you didn’t just,” Daiki said, and he glanced at Colbie to see her giving him a deathly stare. “Right, okay, so you just did. But come on, Col, the whole Willer Gates firm is going to be there.”

      “Exactly, so no one’s going to notice if we’re not,” Colbie answered.

      “Even though I absolutely do not believe that to be true, still, we have to be there. You need to be there.”

      “You’re supposed to be on my side.”

      He glanced at her, “Girl, I’m always on your side.”

      Daiki Furukawa was her Japanese bleached-blond gay male ride-or-die.  Always there for her—just like she would always be there for him.

      “Then, counsel, shouldn’t you be advising me to stay away from gatherings that tend towards being a trigger, and sending me off to unwanted moods after an egg-to-rock conclusion of my romantic relationship? Gatherings like a wedding ceremony, for example?” Colbie protested.

      Daiki fell quiet for a moment as he blinked at her, “What is egg to rock?”

      She said nothing and turned away.

      “Look, I can turn the car around and we’ll make up some other excuse. Maybe folks will talk for a while and maybe Regina will be too distracted to hold a grudge and you won’t have to deal with her. If that’s what you want then that’s what we’ll do. But what I won’t advise is for you to allow it get to you so much⁠—”

      “I think it’s a little too late for that, wouldn’t you say?”

      “No, it’s not. You’re not gonna let it suck out all of the life in you, okay. I won’t allow it. And to not let it do that, you need distractions, you need a party. You need something good and happy. You’re not gonna hide from good things just because they might remind you of him. This is how you get yourself back,” Daiki explained.

      Colbie turned to her best friend and sighed. She looked down at the phone in her hand one more time.

      “And unless you want me to make that thing disappear, you’ll stop looking at it for more reasons to be despondent,” Daiki demanded.

      Colbie shook her head and turned the device over on her lap.

      “So, what’s it gonna be?” Daiki asked.

      “I’m only gonna stay long enough for her to see me.”

      “Reception then, yes?”

      “And if I burst into tears and start to make a scene, it’s totally on you.”

      Daiki shrugged, “Even better. What’s a memorable wedding without an awkward moment?”

      Colbie glanced at him and he chuckled. They both knew that she would most likely have not stepped out of her apartment had he not been involved. Her best friend since first grade had been the first person she called when it was all done with her boyfriend and Daiki had been outside her door almost before the call was over.

      She wanted to believe him when he said she was a catch and that he had always thought that she was too good for Daiki anyway.  Colbie wanted to believe that he was not just saying those things as perfunctory—the things he felt obliged to let her hear as her best friend—that it was not just his duties as her closest ally that he was performing when he reassured her that she had not made a mistake she was going to regret possibly the rest of her life.

      It might have been a decision she made because she felt what she had with Daiki had gone so cold there was nothing they could do for it to be what she wanted, but it did not mean that at the back of her mind, the thoughts and the questions of self-worth did not rear their heads. In less than two months she was going to be thirty, and even though her career was always going to be something she was devoted to, Colbie Parker-Jones did not imagine herself as the one who gave it all up to get to the top.

      She wanted it.

      She wanted it all.

      Her name on the wall of her firm someday, a family, and love that would make her feel like a part of her was missing whenever she was away from Robert—even for a moment. She wanted all the goodness life could offer and had never been shy about letting it known. Daiki knew that, and there was no doubt it was part of the reason why he was not indulging her quest for misery because she was going to be at a gathering where a couple was going to be celebrating their decision to let the rest of the world know they were sure they had found the right one, just when she had decided her relationship was done.

      Colbie brushed strands of hair off her face as she rested her head against the seat of the car inching closer to the venue. She was worth it; she was worth more. She knew that. But she also thought it would be nice not to feel like she was demanding the impossible from life.
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      This could have been her wedding destination, she thought, gazing out from the open veranda nestled on the beach.  Sprinkled coastal lighting dotted the sand.  The ocean waves brushed in and out towards the shore…

      She was civil at the wedding despite all of the emotions that threatened to escape her. It had been a beautiful event; she couldn’t deny that. It was one everyone had enjoyed and she’d tried to as well while she banished the thought of her own failed attempt.

      The need to let Regina and enough people see her there was the reason why the reception saw her presence. As though the church had not been insufferable enough, Colbie sat at the table that also had a senior partner at the firm and his wife, intermittent deep breaths and exhales and eyeing

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


OEBPS/images/seagull_bird_silhouette_png_clipart.jpg






OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Subscribe to our Newsletter
      


      		
        Other Books Published by Ardent Artist Books
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Chapter 1
      


      		
        Chapter 2
      


      		
        Chapter 3
      


      		
        Chapter 4
      


      		
        Chapter 5
      


      		
        Chapter 6
      


      		
        Chapter 7
      


      		
        Chapter 8
      


      		
        Chapter 9
      


      		
        Chapter 10
      


      		
        The Family Fix
      


      		
        About Lia
      


      		
        Also by Lia
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		The Family Fix


      		About Lia


    


  


OEBPS/images/ardentartist-books.jpg
v@
ARDENT ARTIST
BOOKS





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/the-family-fix-kindle-2024-03-26.jpg
A FAKE RELATIONSHIP ROMANCE

MIA WUNOI





OEBPS/images/ardentartist-books-2.jpg
g~
ARDENT ARTIST
BOO






OEBPS/images/she-was-going-home.jpg






