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Foreword

Have you ever tried to find the answer to what you originally thought was a relatively simple question? Have you ever searched high and low and finally given up in complete exasperation? The Gem Fact File is the book you need, with its thousands of difficult-to-remember and hard-to-find facts. Here you will find the answers to such diverse enquiries as ‘What are the member countries of NATO?’ and ‘Who were the Seven Fathers of the Church?’ There are lists of everything from phobias, chemical elements, winners of the Booker Prize and Olympic Games venues, to the world’s five largest deserts, the seven liberal arts and the winners of the championships in all the major sports. In among the hard facts are entries on more lighthearted matters, such as the order of the presents in the song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’.

This fascinating little book draws together material from nine distinct fields: Politics, History, Geography, Religion, Science, The Arts, Language, Sport and General Interest.

Like its numerical companion volume, Gem Ready Reference, the Gem Fact File provides an easy-to-use quick reference point for a broad miscellany of information that could only be otherwise obtained after consulting a wide variety of sources, and as such will appeal to everyone from trivia buffs and quiz compilers to students and journalists.
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COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD
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MAJOR POLITICAL GROUPINGS

Arab League

Founded in 1945 to promote Arab unity.


 Members (original members in italics)

Algeria

Bahrain

Comoros

Djibouti

Egypt

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Libya

Mauritania

Morocco

Oman

Palestine

PLO

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Somalia

Sudan

Syria

Tunisia

UAE

Yemen



Andean Group (Grupo Andino)

South American organization founded in 1969 for economic and social cooperation between members.


Members (original members in italics)

Bolivia

Colombia

Ecuador

Peru

Venezuela



Chile withdrew in 1977.

APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation)

Initiated in November 1989 as an informal consultative forum to promote multilateral economic cooperation on issues of trade and development.


Members

Australia

Brunei

Canada

Chile

China

Indonesia

Japan

Malaysia

Mexico

New Zealand

Papua New

 Guinea

Philippines

Republic of Korea

Singapore

Taiwan*

Thailand

USA

* Admitted as Chinese Taipei; Peru, Russia and Vietnam from 1998.



CARICOM (Caribbean Community and Common Market)

Established in 1973 by the Treaty of Chaguaramas for foreign policy and economic and social coordination in the Caribbean region.


Members

Antigua & Barbuda

Bahamas*

Barbados

Belize

British Virgin Islands‡

Dominica

Grenada

Guyana

Jamaica

Montserrat

St Christopher & Nevis

St Lucia

St Vincent & the Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad & Tobago

Turks & Caicos Islands‡

* Bahamas is a member of the Community but not of the Common Market.

‡ Associate member




Observer status

Dominican Rep.

Haiti

Mexico

Puerto Rico

Venezuela



The Commonwealth

An informal association of sovereign states, without charter or constitution but coordinated by the Commonwealth Secretariat in London. Inaugurated in 1926 and based originally on membership of the British Empire. It is now a multi-racial association of equal, independent nations.


Members (and date of joining)

Antigua & Barbuda (1981)

Australia (1931)

Bahamas (1973)

Bangladesh (1972)

Barbados (1966)

Belize (1981)

Botswana (1966)

Brunei (1984)

Cameroon (1995)

Canada (1931)

Cyprus (1961)

Dominica (1978)

Gambia, The (1965)

Ghana (1957)

Grenada (1974)

Guyana (1966)

India (1947)

Jamaica (1962)

Kenya (1963)

Kiribati (1979)

Lesotho (1966)

Malawi (1964)

Malaysia (1957)

Maldives (1982)

Malta (1964)

Mauritius (1968)

Mozambique (1995)

Namibia (1990)

Nauru (1968)

New Zealand (1931)

Nigeria (1960)*

Pakistan (1947; left 1972; rejoined 1989)

Papua New Guinea (1975)

St Christopher & Nevis (1983)

St Lucia (1979)

St Vincent & the Grenadines (1979)

Seychelles (1976)

Sierra Leone (1961)

Singapore (1965)

Solomon Islands (1978)

South Africa (1931; left 1961; rejoined 1994)

Sri Lanka (1948)

Swaziland (1968)

Tanzania (1961)

Tonga (1970)

Trinidad & Tobago (1962)

Tuvalu (1978)

Uganda (1962)

Guyana (1966)

United Kingdom

Vanuatu (1980)

Western Samoa (1970)

Zambia (1964)

Zimbabwe (1980)

Countries which have left the Commonwealth:

Republic of Ireland (1949); Fiji (1987).

*Suspended in 1995.



European Union

Founded in 1957 as the European Economic Community to establish a Common Market.

Later became the EC (European Community) and in 1993 the EU (European Union).


Members (and date of joining; founder members in italics)

Austria (1995)*

Belgium (1958)*

Denmark (1973)

Finland (1995)*

France (1958)*

Germany (1958)*

Greece (1981)

Ireland, Rep. of (1973)*

Italy (1958)*

Luxembourg (1958)*

Netherlands (1958)*

Portugal (1986)*

Spain (1986)*

Sweden (1995)

United Kingdom (1973)

*Founder members of the European single currency (1999).



ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States)

Founded in 1975 for the promotion of economic cooperation and development by the Treaty of Lagos.


Members

Benin

Burkino Faso

Cape Verde

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Togo



EFTA (European Free Trade Association)

Established in 1960.


Members*

Iceland

Liechtenstein

Norway

Switzerland

*Founding members Austria, Denmark, Finland, Portugal, Sweden and UK left to join the EU.



ESA (European Space Agency)

Founded in 1975. Engages its members in space research and technology.


Members

Austria

Belgium

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Ireland, Rep. of

Italy

Netherlands

Norway

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom



Canada is a cooperating state.

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)

Founded in 1949.


Original members

Belgium

Canada

Denmark

France

Iceland

Italy

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Norway

Portugal

United Kingdom

United States



Greece and Turkey were both admitted in 1952, the Federal Republic of Germany was admitted in 1955 (and reunited Germany in 1990); Spain joined in 1982.

OAS (Organization of American States)

Founded in 1948 to promote peace, security and the economic development of the western hemisphere.


Original members

Antigua & Barbuda

Argentina

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba (suspended 1962)

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada

Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

St Christopher & Nevis

St Lucia

St Vincent & the Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad & Tobago

United States of America

Uruguay

Venezuela

Guatemala



EU and 39 non-American states have permanent observer status.

OAU (Organization of African Unity)

Established in 1963 to eradicate colonialism and improve economic, cultural and political cooperation in Africa.


Members

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African Republic

Chad

Comoros

Congo, Rep. of

Congo, Dem. Rep. of

Côte d’lvoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Mauritius

Mozambique

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

São Tomé & Principe

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Sudan

Swaziland

Tanzania

Togo

Tunisia

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe



OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development)

Founded in 1961 to promote the economic growth of the member countries, to coordinate and improve development aid and to expand world trade.


Members

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Canada

Czech Republic

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

Ireland, Rep. of

Italy

Japan

Korea, Rep. of

Luxembourg

Mexico

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey

United Kingdom

United States of America



OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries)

Established in 1960 to coordinate price and supply policies of oil-producing states.


Members*

Algeria

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Kuwait

Libya

Nigeria

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

United Arab

Emirates

Venezuela

*Ecuador withdrew in 1992 and Gabon in 1995.



United Nations

Founded in 1945.

The Six main organs are:








	General Assembly

	Assembly of all members.




	Security Council

	15 members – 5 permanent (China, France, Russia, UK, US), 10 non-permanent members elected for a 2-year period.




	Economic and Social

	54 non-permanent members elected Council for a 3-year period.




	Trusteeship Council 

	China, France, Russia, UK, US.




	International Court of Justice

	Main judicial organ of the UN. Consists of 15 judges, each from a different member state chosen by the General Assembly and the Security Council for a 9-year term. Sits at The Hague.




	Secretariat

	Secretary-General and a large international staff. Secretary-General is the chief administration officer and serves a 5-year term.














	Specialized agencies of the UN and their affiliation dates:




	FAO

	Food and Agriculture Organization (1945)




	IAEA

	International Atomic Energy Agency (1957)




	IBRD

	International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1945)




	ICAO

	International Civil Aviation Organization (1947)




	IDA

	International Development Association (1960)




	IFC

	International Finance Corporation (1956)




	IFAD

	International Fund for Agricultural




	 

	Development (1977)




	ILO

	International Labour Organization (1946)




	IMO

	International Maritime Organization (1948)




	IMF

	International Monetary Fund (1945)




	ITU

	International Telecommunications Union (1947)




	UNESCO

	United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organization (1946)




	UPU

	Universal Postal Union (1947)




	WHO

	World Health Organization (1948)




	WIPO

	World Intellectual Property Organization (1974)




	WMO

	World Meteorological Organization (1950)




	WTO

	World Trade Organization (1995)














	Other agencies




	UNHCR

	UN High Commission for Refugees




	UNICEF

	UN International Children’s Emergency Fund




	UNIDO

	UN Industrial Development Organization




	UNRRA

	UN Relief and Rehabilitation Administration




	IUCN

	International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources










	Members (and date of joining)




	Afghanistan

	1946




	Albania

	1955




	Algeria

	1962




	Andorra

	1993




	Angola

	1976




	Antigua & Barbuda

	1981




	Argentina

	1945




	Armenia

	1992




	Australia

	1945




	Austria

	1955




	Azerbaijan

	1992




	Bahamas

	1973




	Bahrain

	1971




	Bangladesh

	1974




	Barbados

	1966




	Belarus

	1945




	Belgium

	1945




	Belize

	1981




	Benin

	1960




	Bhutan

	1971




	Bolivia

	1945




	Bosnia-Herzegovina

	1992




	Botswana

	1966




	Brazil

	1945




	Brunei

	1984




	Bulgaria

	1955




	Burkina Faso

	1960




	Burundi

	1962




	Cambodia

	1955




	Cameroon

	1960




	Canada

	1945




	Cape Verde

	1975




	Central African Rep.

	1960




	Chad

	1960




	Chile

	1945




	China*

	1945




	Colombia

	1945




	Comoros

	1975




	Congo, Rep. of

	1960




	Congo, Dem. Rep. of**

	1960




	Costa Rica

	1945




	Côte d’lvoire

	1960




	Croatia

	1992




	Cuba

	1945




	Cyprus

	1960




	Czechoslovakia

	1945–93




	Czech Republic

	1993




	Denmark

	1945




	Djibouti

	1977




	Dominica

	1978




	Dominican Republic

	1945




	Ecuador

	1945




	Egypt

	1945




	El Salvador

	1945




	Equatorial Guinea

	1968




	Eritrea

	1993




	Estonia

	1991




	Ethiopia

	1945




	Fed. States of Micronesia

	1991




	Kazakstan

	1992




	Fiji

	1970




	Finland

	1955




	France

	1945




	Gabon

	1960




	Gambia, The

	1965




	Georgia

	1992




	Germany

	1973




	Ghana

	1957




	Greece

	1945




	Grenada

	1974




	Guatemala

	1945




	Guinea

	1958




	Guinea-Bissau

	1974




	Guyana

	1966




	Haiti

	1945




	Honduras

	1945




	Hungary

	1955




	Iceland

	1946




	India

	1945




	Indonesia

	1950




	Iran

	1945




	Iraq

	1945




	Ireland, Rep. of

	1955




	Israel

	1949




	Italy

	1955




	Jamaica

	1962




	Japan

	1956




	Jordan

	1955




	Kazakstan

	1992




	Kenya

	1963




	Korea, Dem. People’s Rep.(N)

	1991




	Korea, Rep. of (S)

	1991




	Kuwait

	1963




	Kyrgyzstan

	1992




	Laos

	1955




	Latvia

	1991




	Lebanon

	1945




	Lesotho

	1966




	Liberia

	1945




	Libya

	1955




	Liechtenstein

	1990




	Lithuania

	1991




	Luxembourg

	1945




	Macedonia

	1993




	Madagascar

	1960




	Malawi

	1964




	Malaysia

	1957




	Maldives

	1965




	Mali

	1960




	Malta

	1964




	Marshall Islands

	1991




	Mauritania

	1961




	Mauritius

	1968




	Mexico

	1945




	Moldova

	1992




	Monaco

	1991




	Mongolia

	1961




	Morocco

	1956




	Mozambique

	1975




	Myanmar (Burma)

	1948




	Namibia

	1990




	Nepal

	1955




	Netherlands

	1945




	New Zealand

	1945




	Nicaragua

	1945




	Niger

	1960




	Nigeria

	1960




	Norway

	1945




	Oman

	1971




	Pakistan

	1947




	Palau

	1994




	Panama

	1945




	Papua New Guinea

	1975




	Paraguay

	1945




	Peru

	1945




	Philippines

	1945




	Poland

	1945




	Portugal

	1955




	Qatar

	1971




	Romania

	1955




	Russia

	1991




	Rwanda

	1962




	St Christopher & Nevis

	1983




	St Lucia

	1979




	St Vincent
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Unuguay SAmeiica _ Spanish New Uruguayan Peso Montevideo ROU
Uzbekistan Asia Uzbek Sum Tashkent -
Vanuatu Oceania i Vatu Port Vila =
Vatican City Europe alian;Latin lira Vatican City v
Venezuela S America ish; inig Bolvar Caracas W
Vietnam Asia Ding Hanoi W

Vietnamese; French; English;
Khmer Chinese
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Ocearia J Uss Dalap-Viiga-Darit -
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Wavitania Afrca Aalic; French Ouguiya Nouakchatt AIM
Wauiius Afica English; Creole French Rupee Port Louis NS
Mayote F1 Aftica French Franc Dzoudi F
Wexico NAmarica _ Spanish indigenous languages Peso Mesico Ciy WEX
Nicronesia, Engish, several ndigenous Uss Palkir =
Fod, Sttes of fanguages
Noldova Europe. Moldavian Leu Chisinau MoL*
Nonaco Europe. Frenchy Englsh;alian; Monegasque Franc Monaco-Vile [
Mongolia Asia Khalkha; Chinese; Russian Tugrik Ulaanbaatar =
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Mozanbique Afrce i Wiical Waputo -
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New Zealand Engiish; Maori NewZealand§ Welington [3
Nicaragua ‘Spanish; Indian; English [
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Afghanistan Asia Dari; Pushtu Afghani Kabul AF6
lbania Europe. Albanian; Greek Lek Tirana AL
Algeria Africa Arabic; Berber; French Dinar Algiers 0z
Andorra Europe. i Franc; Peseta Andorra la Vella AND
Angola Arica Kwanza Luanda -
Anguilla UK) C America English E Caribbean § The Valley
Antigua & Barbuda  C America English E Caribbean § StJohn’s =
Argentina ‘Spanish Argentine Peso Buenos Aires RA
Armenia Armenian Dram Yerevan =
Aruba (Neth) Dutch; Papiamento; Spanish Florin Oranjestad i
English Australian $ Canberra AUS
Schilling Vienna A
Azeri; Russian lanat Baku -,
English Bahamian § Nassau BS
Arabic; Farsi; Urdu; English Dinar Manama BRN
Taka Dhaka BD
Barbados § Bridgetown BDS
Rouble. Minsk BER*
Franc Brussels B
i Belizean$ Belmopan BH
French; Fon; Adja CFA Franc Porto Novo oY
Bermuda (UK) CAmerica English Bermuda § Hamitton %
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Asia Daonghh; Nepalese Ngultum Thimphu -
SAmerica  Spanish; Quechua; Aymard Boiviano LaPazSucre -
Eunope i i Diner Sarajevo -
Airca Englsh; Tswana Pula Gaborone B
S America i Real Brasilia BR
Asa Walay, Engish Bruneis Bandar Seri Begawan BRU
Europe Bulgarian; Turksh lev Sofia 86
French; Moré; Afrcan languages CFAFranc Ougadougou -
French; Kiund; Swahil BurundiFranc Bujumbura AU
Khmer; French Riol Phnon Penh K
French; English, Afican anguages CFAFranc Yaoundé -
Engish; French, Indian and nuit Canadian§ Otawa N
i Cape Verde Escudo Praia -
Engish George Town -
Fronch; Sangho CFAFranc Bangui RCA
CFAFanc Waianena -
Spanish Peso RCH
Standard Chinese; Cantanese Yuan -
and other diaects
Spanish Poso 5]
Comoran Franc. =
CFAFranc [
New Zaie 7
Spanish Colon (3
Fronch; Akan; Kiu CAFranc Yamoussoukro ]
Croatian [ Tagred RO
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Cuba CAmerica  Spanish Peso Havana C
Cyprus Europe Greek; Turkish CypriotE Nicasa (Lefosia] o
Crech Republic _Europe Koruna Prague s
Denmark Europe Danish Kione Copenhagen 3
Diibouti Africa Arabic Ditbout Franc Diibout -
Doninica CAmerica i ECaribbean$ Roseau wo
Dominican Repubic C America  Spanish Peso Santo Domingo DOM
Ecuador SAmerica Spanish; Quechua Sucre ito ©
Egypt Afica Arabic Egyptian Gairo ]
EiSalvador CAmerica  Spanish Calon San Salvador B
Equatoral Guinea__ Afrca Spanish CRAFranc Walabo =
fitea Afica Engish; Arabic Ethiopian bir Asmara -
Estonia Europe ian; Russi Kroon Talin W
Ethiopia Afiica Anharic Birr ‘Addis Ababa EH
Fakland Islands (K] S America  English Faliand £ Port Stanley -
Faroe lslands. Europe Danish Krone Torshavn il
i Oceania__ Engish Fijn_ Fiis ]
Filand Europe Finnish Markka SF
France Europe French Franc F
FrenchGuiana _ SAmerica _French Franc F
Gabon Afica French; Bantu CRAFranc =
Gambia Afica Dalasi WAG
Georgia Europe Lari GRU
Gormany Europe Geman Deutschmark 0
Gh Afiica Enuls Abar; Ewe; G2 Cedi GH
Euro Gibrahar £ Gibraltar 2
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Greece Europe Greek Drachma Ahers R
Greenland (Den)  NAmerica _Darish Inut Danish Kone Nuuk (Godthdb) -
Grenada CAmerica £ ECarbean$ SiGeorges WG
Guadeloupe (Fr) C America French Franc Basse Terre F
Guan (US) Oceania J Us§ Agaia B
Guatemala CAmerica_ Spanish Idian dilcts Quetzal Guatemala Ciy A
Guinea Afica i Franc Conaliy -
GuneaBissau___ Alrca Peso Bissau -
S America Guyana$ Georgetomn 07
C America French; Creole French Gourde: Port-au-Prince RH
Chmerica  Spanish indian Glects Lempia Tegucigalpa -
AL ~ Hungarian Forint Budapest H
Tcelandic Kibna Reykjavik 1S
indi;English;Ini Rupee New Delhi ND
Rupiah Jokatta Al
Farsi (Parsian] Ral Tehoran "
Asia ‘Arabic; English; Kurdish A Dinar Baghdad RO
Engish;ishGaelic Pun (e} Dubin [
Hebrew; Arabic Jerusalem [
Halian Lira Rome 1
Englsh; Jani Jamaican$ Kingsion 0y
Asia Japanese Yen Tokyo. J
Asia Arabic Diner Amman L4
“Asia i Tenge. Alma-Ata* (Aimaly) -
Airca Swahii; English Kenya Shiing Nairobi
* Akmola from 2000
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