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Just One

Grain of Rice

The king was bored. He didn’t want to do any of the things
he usually did. He didn’t want to go out riding. He didn’t
want to walk in the palace gardens. He didn’t want to sit
and read. He didn’t want to play with his pet dogs.

“Shall we play Ludo, Your Majesty?” one of the king’s
advisers asked. “Or Snakes and Ladders?” The king loved
board games, and he enjoyed them because everyone else
always let him win.

The king sighed loudly. “I’m bored with those silly games,” he
said. “I want someone to invent a new board
game. A difficult game. A game that only
clever people can play.”

“I’ll find you a game like that, Your
Majesty,” the king’s adviser promised,
and he hurried away. The king slumped
down on his throne while the ladies and
gentlemen of the court stood around, not
daring to say a word. When the king was
cross, everyone was afraid of him.






“The king is bored,” one lady whispered to another.
“Meanwhile, the harvest has failed because of the bad
weather, and there’s not enough food to feed the people of
his kingdom!”

“And yet the palace store-rooms are stuffed full of rice,” the
other lady replied. “The king should have more important
things on his mind than playing board games!”

“What are you whispering about?” the king yelled
suddenly, jumping up from his throne.

“Nothing, Your Majesty!” the women replied quickly.

A few hours later, the king’s adviser returned. With
him was a tall man with a calm face, kind eyes
and a black beard, carrying a wooden box in his
arms. The king stared at him but said nothing.

“Your Majesty, this man’s name is Sissa
and he has invented a new game,” the
adviser began.

“I call it chess.” Sissa said quietly.

“Chess?” the king repeated.
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