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			Preface

			This book was not written to add another voice to the many that already speak. It was born from a burden, quiet yet persistent, to call hearts back to the center of the Christian life. Not activity, not appearance, not knowledge alone, but the life of Christ formed and expressed within.

			Over the years, I have met many sincere believers who love God deeply, serve faithfully, and desire to please Him, yet live inwardly tired, confused, or divided. Their faith is real, but their rest is fragile. Their devotion is sincere, but their inner life lacks stability. This is not a failure of faith. It is often the sign of a life lived from the wrong source.

			The gospel does not call us to live for Christ by our own strength. It calls us to live from Christ, by His life, through His Spirit. When this distinction is missed, Christianity becomes heavy. When it is received, life becomes ordered, peaceful, and fruitful.

			The message carried in these pages is not new. It is as old as the Cross and as living as the Spirit. It is the call to return to God’s original intention: a people governed from within, led by the Spirit, and formed into the likeness of the Son.

			Sanctification, as presented here, is not moral perfection nor religious effort. It is the progressive growth of the life God plants at the new birth. This growth is gentle, often hidden, sometimes painful, but always purposeful. God is patient. He is faithful. He finishes what He begins.

			This book was shaped in the context of pastoral ministry, prayer, and observation of real lives. It speaks to those who are weary of striving, confused by contradiction, or hungry for something deeper than surface faith. It is written for believers who sense that God is calling them inward, not outward, deeper rather than faster.

			Do not approach these pages in haste. This is not a book to conquer, but a path to walk. Read slowly. Pause often. Allow the Spirit to speak personally. Truth that is rushed remains information. Truth that is received becomes life.

			You may find yourself comforted at times, and confronted at others. Both are expressions of God’s love. He comforts to restore, and He confronts to align. Never to condemn, always to heal.

			If at any point you feel exposed, do not retreat. God only reveals what He intends to transform. If you feel invited, do not delay. Obedience is the doorway to peace.

			Above all, keep your eyes on Christ. He is not only the subject of this book. He is its goal. Where He is revealed, clarity comes. Where He is enthroned, order is restored. Where He is lived, life flourishes.

			May the Lord use these pages to draw you closer, quiet your soul, strengthen your spirit, and establish His life within you.

			

			This is my pastoral prayer for you.

			May Christ be formed in you.

		

	
		

		
			Introduction

			There are seasons in the life of a believer when faith feels full of movement, activity, words, yet strangely lacking in life. We pray, we listen, we read, we serve, but somewhere deep within, something remains untouched, as if the well is there but the water has not yet risen. Many walk sincerely with God while carrying a quiet question they rarely dare to voice: Is this all there is, or is there a deeper life meant to be lived from within?

			The Scriptures never present the Christian life as a static possession. They speak of growth, of increase, of maturity, of a life that must rise, unfold, and take shape. When God plants His life in us through the new birth, He does not intend for it to remain small, confined, or hidden beneath layers of self effort and natural reasoning. His desire is clear and unwavering: that the life He has given would grow until it governs, transforms, and expresses itself through our whole being.

			Sanctification, in its truest sense, is not a moral upgrade nor a religious discipline added to an already full life. It is the quiet, sometimes painful, sometimes glorious process by which the life of God expands within us, reclaiming ground that has long been ruled by the natural self. It is the journey from potential to reality, from promise to experience, from knowing about Christ to being formed into His likeness.

			Many believers have received Christ, yet still live primarily from the resources of the soul. Thoughts, emotions, reactions, fears, ambitions, and personal strength continue to lead, while the spirit, though alive, remains confined. The result is often fatigue, frustration, and a Christianity lived under pressure. The problem is not sincerity. The problem is order. God never intended the soul to govern the life. He designed the spirit to lead, the soul to follow, and the body to serve. When this order is restored, peace settles, clarity returns, and the life of Christ begins to flow naturally.

			The Cross stands at the center of this restoration. Not merely as an event we believe in, but as a principle God applies. The Cross gently but firmly puts the natural life in its place so that another life may rise. It does not destroy us, it frees us. It does not diminish us, it aligns us. Through the Cross, the soul learns to let go of its throne, and the spirit is given room to breathe, to hear, and to lead.

			This is why knowledge alone can never bring us into fullness. One may understand the Scriptures, explain doctrine, and even teach truth, while remaining untouched in the deepest places of the heart. Growth begins when revelation replaces information, when Christ is no longer only understood but seen. When the Spirit reveals Christ as the living Model, something shifts within. A holy hunger awakens, and the heart quietly says, I want to walk as He walked.

			Andrew Murray once wrote, “God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him.” These words carry both comfort and challenge. Comfort, because the work is not ours to accomplish. Challenge, because yielding is never theoretical. It touches our plans, our rights, our need to understand, and our resistance to being led where we would not naturally choose to go.

			Jesus lived a life of perfect dependence. He did nothing from Himself, spoke nothing from Himself, and sought nothing for Himself. His strength flowed from union, His guidance from listening, His authority from submission. This was not weakness, it was the highest form of life. And this same life has been placed within us, waiting to be expressed.

			Watchman Nee observed that many Christians are content to be forgiven, but few are willing to be governed. Forgiveness brings relief. Government brings transformation. Yet without inner government, there can be no true rest. God’s aim is not merely to bring us to heaven, but to establish His order within us now, so that heaven’s life may already be known on earth.

			Along this path, God often uses seasons we would never choose. Delays, misunderstandings, losses, and hidden struggles become His classroom. Not to break us, but to teach us contentment, trust, and surrender. When murmuring gives way to acceptance, and resistance softens into faith, the place of difficulty becomes a place of warmth, and the Spirit quietly forms Christ within.

			This book is an invitation to such a journey. Not a journey of striving, but of yielding. Not a call to do more, but to allow God to do what He has always intended. Page after page, the reader is invited to step away from a soul-led life and into the freedom of being governed from within by the Spirit of God.

			T. Austin-Sparks wrote, “The measure of Christ is the measure of everything.” This is the measure set before us. Not comparison with others, not conformity to religious forms, but the steady, faithful growth of Christ’s life in us.

			If there is within you a quiet longing for more than routine faith, if you sense that God is calling you deeper, not outwardly but inwardly, then pause here. Read slowly. Let the Spirit speak. This is not a book to rush through, but a path to walk.

			And perhaps the only prayer needed to begin is this simple one: Lord, I am willing. Do in me what You desire. Let Your life rise, and let my life find its true place in You.

		

	
		

		
			God’s Will Has A Name

			There is a question that quietly shapes every spiritual journey, whether it is spoken or not. What does God truly want from my life? Many answers rise quickly to the surface. Faithfulness. Obedience. Service. Holiness. Yet beneath all these words, Scripture offers a statement both simple and unsettling: this is the will of God, your sanctification.

			Sanctification is not a secondary theme in the Christian life. It is not reserved for a spiritual elite, nor postponed until the end of our days. It stands at the very center of God’s intention for those He has called. When God saves, He does not merely rescue us from judgment. He begins a work with a clear direction, that His own life would grow, mature, and take form within us until it governs the whole being.

			Many believers stumble at this point because sanctification is often misunderstood. It is frequently reduced to behavior, to visible conduct, to a moral standard we try to reach through discipline and effort. But the life of God does not advance through imitation alone. Sanctification is first a matter of life, not conduct. It is the development of what God has already planted in us through the new birth.

			When a child is born, growth is expected. No one congratulates a newborn and then hopes it will remain small forever. Life naturally presses toward maturity. In the same way, when God imparts His life to us, He expects increase. The tragedy is not weakness. The tragedy is stagnation. A believer may be forgiven, accepted, and sincere, yet remain inwardly immature because the divine life has not been allowed to grow.

			The apostle’s words confront us gently but firmly. God’s will is not only that we belong to Him, but that we be transformed by Him. Sanctification is the progressive expansion of the life of Christ in us, moving from the hidden depths of the spirit outward into the soul, until even our daily actions are shaped by a life not our own.

			This is why sanctification cannot be separated from the new birth. Without new life, there can be no growth. Without Christ in us, sanctification becomes an exhausting attempt to improve the old nature. God never intended to repair what was born of Adam. His answer was to give another life, a life from above, carrying a different origin, a different power, and a different destiny.

			Yet even after receiving this life, many continue to live as though nothing has changed within. The mind remains the master, emotions remain the compass, and personal strength remains the source. The spirit is alive, but silent. Present, but confined. The result is a Christianity filled with effort, tension, and inward conflict.

			Sanctification begins when God’s order is restored. The spirit was designed to be the place of communion with God, the seat of His life within us. The soul was created to express that life through thought, feeling, and choice. The body was meant to serve as an instrument. When this order is reversed, confusion follows. When it is restored, rest returns.

			This restoration does not happen through pressure or self determination. It happens as the Cross is allowed to do its quiet work. The Cross touches the place where the soul insists on control, where the natural life seeks to lead. It does not crush the soul, but it removes its throne. In that surrender, the spirit is released to rise and take its rightful place.

			Andrew Murray wrote, “The more we are occupied with Christ, the more we shall be delivered from self.” Sanctification is not achieved by focusing on what must be removed, but by allowing Christ to become everything. As He increases, the natural life loses its hold, not by force, but by displacement.

			This is why sanctification is inseparable from faith. Faith trusts that God knows what He is doing, even when the process feels slow, hidden, or uncomfortable. Faith accepts that God’s ways are wiser than our instincts, and that His goal is not our immediate comfort, but our eternal formation.

			There are moments when God will touch areas we would rather leave untouched. Habits, ambitions, relationships, inner reactions, secret fears. Not to condemn, but to align. Sanctification is love at work, shaping us for a life that can carry God’s presence without distortion.

			

			Charles Spurgeon once said, “Holiness is the architectural plan upon which God builds up His living temple.” God
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