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From the sea rose a creature with intelligence. This was a fact, not fiction. He walked from the water, not crawled. This creature had many facets, and each element rose from the briny depths with him. As his foot stepped upon the Earth, with him came all variations of the creature. This upright creature came in many sizes, many colors, and genders. This was the dawn of man. 

Some possessed gifts from the Gods, such as beauty, strength, and intelligence, while others were plain, ordinary, and dull of wit. Along with these distinctions, the creature’s unfortunate dark side emerged. Hence began the struggle between good and evil. 

The Gargoyle, a holy creature, never got the recognition it deserved for its deeds because it lacked the beauty the others possessed when shifted. Yet, inside was a heart of pure goodness. So, the creator gave the Gargoyle the ability to conceal its warrior side and its ugliness. By day, it possessed the beauty it needed to carry out its mission, and by night, it shifted to a creature that instilled fear. It required that facade to fight evil. 

Gargoyles never ranked very high with the creator until now. Forgiveness for sins they swore they had never committed was granted. Finally, Gargoyles had risen to the status of honored warriors and were now on the same plane as his warrior angels. 

Enter the Underworld, a world of decadence and evil. Meet the Gargoyles, soldiers of the Overworld and defenders of good, Book Four of Underworld, Mikel.

However, ‘They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and won’t become weary. They will walk and won’t become tired.’ Isaiah 40:31

Overworld

Gargoyle

Book 4 of Underworld

‘Hell is empty, and all the evil is here.’

William Shakespeare
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Mikel L’Bonn’s dark eyes raked over Chantilly’s perfect form. How he hungered for the beautiful angel, but she was possessed by evil and had fallen from grace. 

He remembered the first time he saw the beautiful fallen angel. It was over three hundred years ago. He was trying to save Chantilly when Gavin, his best friend and fellow gargoyle, had rescued him from the thirsty vampire she ran away with.

They’d argued because Chantilly wanted more than what Mikel could give her. She wanted silks, jewels, and a large estate with servants. Mikel could only give her his undying love and a meager farmhouse in the French countryside. 

He was foolish to think that love was enough to make her happy. “I want more!” she yelled. “Look at me, men fall at my feet, but none are as beautiful as you, Mikel. I stay with you because of the pleasure I feel when we’re together. Please, Mikel, use your powers to give me what I want and what will keep me with you.”

But Mikel couldn’t use his powers to amass riches; he was on this Earth to serve and to fight evil. “My love, that is not my purpose, isn’t my love enough to make you happy?”

Her tears of unhappiness tore at his heart, and then hours later, when he woke up, she was gone.

Mikel searched and searched for months, and finally, he picked up on her whereabouts, finding that a vampire had bitten her. Now the beautiful angel had fallen from grace. When he found her, she was with the deadly creature who had overstepped his bounds, promising her a kingdom in the Underworld, Queen of Argatha. 

A deadly fight ensued, and the evil vampire nearly lost his head to Mikel. But the vampire was strong, and its evil powers overwhelmed Mikel, and just as the creature was ready to take Mikel’s blood, Gavin Trainor, his gargoyle mentor, saved him. 

The vampire, a large, foreboding, and evil creature, fought Gavin, but when it realized the angel had gotten away, it used its powers to transform. It became thousands of bats, and escaped Gavin’s attempt to stake him. As the vampire fled, he growled his name, and it echoed on the night wind. It was Edgar Baron, the evil ruler of the Underworld, the nemesis of what was good, holy, and the sworn enemy of the gargoyle.

But it was too late for Chantilly because the vampire found her and took her with him back to his domain, the Underworld, and Argatha.

Mikel was devastated because he’d failed to save her. “Help me, Gavin, I must find Chantilly. She has my heart and soul,” he begged Gavin.

But Gavin knew all their efforts would be in vain, the Underworld would devour Chantilly. If there was any hope of saving her, they could never attempt to enter Argatha without the help of others.

That could start a war.

Gavin helped Mikel stand. “Another day, my friend. Chantilly is under Edgar’s control and imagines she is in love with the vile creature.”

“But I love her and...” Mikel shook his head. “You are right, Gavin, she has bewitched me. We will get Edgar soon. Evil always loses.”

Mikel vowed never to stop looking for Chantilly, even if it meant descending into Hell itself. The Underworld was the entrance to Lucifer himself, and that was a war that would happen in time.
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Mikel

When Mikel was born, his parents noticed that he was different from the other children. He was calm, smart, and never gave his parents any grief. He was so unlike so many of the other boys, who ran through the jungles wildly, got into fights, and caused havoc throughout the settlements. Life for him and his parents was easy and prosperous, and he learned the gospel from cover to cover.

Then, Mikel’s world came tumbling down when, one evening at the tender age of twelve, he went into convulsions. They were violent, leading to his transformation. His body contorted, bones broke, skin changed as he shifted between human and hideous creature.

His parents ran, fearing he was a demon in disguise, when, in fact, he was chosen as a holy warrior to guard their meager parish. That night and in times of strife, the boy shifted into a gargoyle, and all evil entities feared him. Unfortunately, so did his parents.

From the time he’d been a child on the island of Haiti, he was happy and loved. His parents were missionaries and devoted Christians, and somewhere in their family’s DNA, their devotion to goodness had resulted in the ultimate sacrifice. Mikel was a gargoyle. Though Mikel’s fate was considered a blessing, his parents considered him a freak of nature and hid him from their parishioners. 

However, as time passed, he learned to control his shifting, and his parents gradually came to understand that he was
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