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    To the children of the world, that they might be enlightened by updated fairy tales.
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We’ve done a lot of reenvisioning. If we can revise the bible stories, we might as well take on fairy tales. You might notice we are trying to reach children. People go about blithely telling the same stories to children, oblivious as to what they are really teaching. When we’re an adult, we can say that’s a fairy tale. But children don’t know the difference. You’re teaching them a view of the world. You think it’s harmless. But what if it’s outdated? What if the fairy tale no longer works?

We can do a better job. We don’t drive around with a horse and buggy; we don’t use the telegraph. We update, right? It’s time to update the classic fairy tales. I can’t do them all, but you’ll get the idea. You may even have better ideas than me! Actually, I am going to try to not be too radical. A lot of the stories are pretty good, up to a point. Often, it’s that happily ever after stuff that  becomes the problem. Let’s see how it goes and we’ll deal with them on a case-by-case basis. 

Maybe you have an objection. Maybe you say fairy tales serve a good purpose; they teach children the monster can be tamed or overcome? But what if the monster is really winning most of the time? How is that realistic? Why wait until you are an adult to be frightened? I’m not afraid to give children the necessary medicine. It may save their lives if they survive the tales!
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Chapter I. Jack and the Beanstalk? Did He Really Escape the Giant? 
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You know the story. Young Jack sells the family cow for some Magic Beans and tosses them out the window. They grow all the way to the sky. Why not climb up? That’s the natural thing a kid would do. Go high! Reach the sky, right? Jack does and finds a castle in the sky. Great. It’s quite interesting. Giants live inside, and they have treasures; gold coins, a goose laying golden eggs, a harp which plays by itself. The Giants themselves present a mixed picture. One is friendly, a woman who gives him milk and bread. The mean husband, however, who smells Jack would grind his bones to bread. That’s life; that’s being realistic. Some might feed you; some might eat you. 

Jack, with the help of the woman giant, makes a few trips to bring wealth to his mother and village. But the male  Giant finally catches up to him. He’s thundering down the beanstalk, going after the interloping who has been stealing from him. Jack gets out his axe and cuts down the beanstalk, and the Giant falls to his death. End of story. Jack may have even secured the golden egg laying goose, in some versions.

I don’t think that’s how it should end. Jack is a thief and interloper stealing from the rich. We can’t walk around this fact. He’s reaching too high and thinks he has rights to the palace. That’s revolutionary if you think about it. That ending has got to go. 

We have at least two new choices. One. The Giant catches Jack in the castle and forces his wife to make bread of his bones. It sounds a little too raw and the suggestion of cannibalism might not pass censors. Here’s another version. The Giant makes it down in time, wipes out Jack and family, along with the village who got some of his wealth. Don’t use 2000-pound bombs or hypersonic missiles to do it. That wouldn’t fit in with the land of magic beans. Just a giant swinging his fist will do. Look, I don’t need to decide the ending, but you get the drift. We could also bring in universities and professors, who can take a good look and offer an improved version.
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Chapter II. Cinderella: Does the Prince Really Marry Her?

[image: image]







We all know the Cinderella story. It’s perhaps the most famous. To some extent it’s one I identify with. We know how it begins. Cinderella is mistreated by a stepmother and two mean stepsisters. Cinderella is doing the hard work around the house, such as cleaning up the cinders in the fireplace. It wouldn’t be uncommon for her to have soot on her clothes or a smudge on her face. 

The prince of the land needs to marry, and he holds a celebratory ball. Women far and wide are invited. Of course, Cinderella is not going to go, and she helps the two stepsisters to dress. Well, that might have been the end of things. The sisters go and have a good time. The prince didn’t choose them, but they met other possible suitors. Things are not going badly. Cinderella is still working at home, and not likely, in her condition, to ever find anyone to help her escape. 

Well, what happened next in the tale is, as expected, the stuff of fairy tales. A fairy godmother appears, and a miracle happens. Cinderela is outfitted in a gorgeous gown. The pumpkin becomes a coach, mice become coachmen, a lizard and goose become coachmen. We have no problem with this fantasy. You’ve got to cut fairy tales some slack. This can’t happen in reality, but it can happen in a fairy tale. At least it set a limit to the fantasy. At midnight, the magic stops. 

We know the story. Cinderella goes to the ball and enchants the prince. He falls in love with her, as she is truly a genuine, warmhearted and good person. It didn’t hurt that the fairy godmother had dolled her up. But the prince at midnight is left holding a slipper from the fleeing Cinderella. Somehow, that slipper escaped the enchantment. No one questions this loose end, this logical inconsistency. We can allow one or two of those. They didn’t have AI back then to run a logical consistency test.

Next, the prince scours the land to see whose foot fits the slipper. You see, no other women have the same foot size as Cinderella, another improbability we might not have noticed. You see, the fairy tale has already got us under its enchantment. We know that Cinderella deserves the  prince as he does her, so we are eager to bypass impossibilities. So, the prince knocks on the door; the slipper fits, and he carries her away to marry, and they live happily ever after, right?

I don’t think so. Let’s give a far more likely scenario. The prince does not have the wherewithal to check every woman in the kingdom. He sends his servants to do that. When he finally gets the news of the woman whose foot fits the slipper, he eagerly listens to the report. 

“Yes, I found her,” says the messenger. “She’s a servant girl, not dressed like before. Her dress
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