


  Interesting Facts About Shells


  Seashells are divided into two classifications:


  Univalves — Bivalves


  Shells grow in all sizes, shapes and colors. All shells have life in them. Most of them grow by secreting a calcium carbonate from special glands located along the edge of the fleshy mantle of the animal.


  To clean a shell; it should first be scrubbed with soap and water; the animal boiled and removed; then soaked in chlorine to whiten the shell or to remove the outer skin or periostracum.


  Shells are found from shallow to deep water, under rocks, in mud, on seaweed, burrowed in corals or wood, in clean sand or on bushes, pilings or seawalls.


  We get some of our best seafood from the shells, namely clams, oysters, and scallops.


  Nearly all shells are found occasionally in a rare, pure white or albino form. They are not bleached or faded, but are pure white naturally.
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   UNIVALVES


    About 75% of all the shells are univalves, which means one shell, spiral in form. The animal in this shell is usually carnivorous and bores holes in other shells by means of a long tongue or radula which consists ot many rows of very sharp teeth.


    BIVALVES


   The bivalve means two shells like a clam. These shells are joined together by a hinge. The bivalve gets its food by means of two tubes that constantly siphons water in through one tube and out the other. Most bivalves feed on algal cells and diatoms.





    Top Shells


     CAYENNE KEYHOLE LIMPET


    Diodora cayenensis
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    Average size 1 inch, largest 2 inches; inedible.


    Whitish-gray to dark gray. Inside white. Many radial ribs with each fourth one larger. Deep pit just behind the callus of the orifice on the inside.


    Often found attached to stones, or under stones.


    Native to the Atlantic coast from New Jersey to Brazil.


    FLORIDA TOP SHELL


    Calliostoma euglyptum
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    Also called SCULPTURED TOP SHELL.


    Average size ¾ inch, largest 1 ¼ inches; edible.


    This shell is a rather dirty white splashed with reds and browns, but it has a pearly lining. It is pyramid shaped, sharply pointed at the apex, flattened at the base. There are five or six whorls with rounded shoulders decorated with rows of small white “beads.”


    Found among seaweeds in rather shallow water and in water up to 32 fathoms.


    Native from Cape Hatteras to Florida.


   KNOBBY TOP


    Turbo castanea
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    Also called CHESTNUT TURBAN.


    Average size 1 inch high, largest 1½ inches; edible.


    Usually light brown, blotched with darker brown; occasionally dull green, gray or orange, with white spots; interior pearly.


    A solid, cop-shaped shell with pointed apex. Usually has five or six whorls decorated with bands of bead-like structures—the latter more noticeable on the shoulders. The outer lip is scalloped.


    Found among seaweed and in shallow waters where there is grass.


    Often used for ornamental purposes and in the making of jewelry.


    Native from North Carolina to Florida, Texas and the West Indies.



    

    Top and Star Shell


    JUJUBE TOP


    Calliostoma jujubinum
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    Average size ½ inch, largest 1 ½ inches; inedible.


    Buff background, mottled with gray and white streaks, some with reddish-brown. White iridescent interior.


    Conical shape, with sharp pointed apex. There are eight to ten whorls; the lines between the whorls arc not distinct. Fine-beaded ribs decorate the surface. The base is flattened. Has a deep, narrow, umbilicus (pit).


    Found among seaweed in shallow water.


    May be used in making jewelry or buttons.


    Native to the west coast of Florida from Cedar Key to Cape Sable, rhe Bahamas and West Indies.


    SMOOTH ATLANTIC TEGULA


    Tegula fasciata
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    Average size ½ inch, largest ¾ inch; inedible.


    Grayish-pink to yellow to brown, heavily marked with reds, browns or black. There may be a paler hand on the body-whorl.


    The shell is a round pyramid with four or five whorls; it may be slightly concave just below dividing line. Surface is smooth, sometimes glossy, adults may have small teeth, pink inside lower margin. Opening oval.


    Found among seaweed in shallow water or under rocks.


    Used for necklaces, pearl ornaments and buttons.


    Native to the waters of southern Florida and the West Indies


   LONG-SPINED STAR-SHELL


    Astraea phoebia
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    Average size 2 inches, largest 2½: inches; inedible.


    White or dull brown on the outside. Interior white and polished.


    A thin shell with long spines of imperfect shape. Turban shape with thick coils. Apex is flat and generally smooth. Shell has a heavy calcareous operculum.


    Found on rocks.


    Native to Florida Keys and West Indies.





    Star and Tooth


    IMBRICATE STAR-SHELL


    Astraea tecta americana
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    Also called TUBED TURBAN SHELL.


    Average size 1 inch in diameter, largest 1½ inches; inedible.


    Grayish-white to dull green.


    A solid and stony-looking shell with high apex. Usually three whorls (can be seven or eight), with edges of having a scalloped appearance. Noticeable are the knobs at the shoulders. Five to eight delicate spiral cords at the base.


    Usually found among seaweed in shallow water; often on algae-covered rocks.


    Native to the Florida Keys and West Indies.


    BLEEDING TOOTH


    Nerita peloronta
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    Average size ¾ inch, largest 1 ½ inches; inedible.


    Variable coloring, usually has streaks of purple on a white, pale orange or yellow background; outer lip is white as porcelain. Inside the opening a red area with 1 or 2 whitish teeth.


    The outer lip is sharp edged, bur thickened within. The toothed operculum fits perfectly in the shell opening.


    Found on rocky shores facing open ocean.


    One of the handsomest of nearly 200 similar shells, it is considered a valuable shell collection addition.


    Native to Gulf waters, Key West to Bermuda, and the West Indies.


   FOUR-TOOTHED NERITE


    Nerita versicolor
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    Also called VARIEGATED NERITE. Average size ¾ inch, largest size 1 inch; inedible.


    White in color with zigzag bands of black and red. Inside of shell white, but outer lip spotted with red and black. A thick, globe-shaped shell with almost no spire. It has numerous rounded ribs. The inside of the outer and inner lips each has several teeth.


    Found on rocks at low tide.


    Native from central Florida to the West Indies and Bermuda.





    Periwinkle


    ZICZAC PERIWINKLE


    Littorina ziczac
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    Also called ZEBRA PERIWINKLE, ZIG-ZAG PERIWINKLE.


    Average size 1 inch for female and ½ inch for male, largest 2 inches; edible.


    Dull white, with brownish, zigzag markings. A globular shell, turbinate like a snail. Females are higher than they are wide, and smooth; the male is as high as it is wide with spiral grooves.


    This mollusk lives attached to rocks above the tide line, or on mangrove roots in Florida. Makes good fish bait, or food, if enough are captured to assemble for a stew.


    Native to the Florida Keys, Texas, West Indies and Bermuda.


    MARSH PERIWINKLE


    Littorina irrorata
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    Also called LINED PERIWINKLE.


    Average size 1 inch, largest 2 inches; inedible. Grayish-white with red-brown streaks on spiral ridge, opening a yellow-white. Thick shell, cone-shaped. The outer lip is sharp, strong, slightly flaring and yellowish white.


    Usually found in brackish water inlets, where it is often seen clinging to pilings, roots, or grass stems. Has a habit of lying in the sun between tides.


    Native to all coasts of the Gulf of Mexico. Sometimes found as far north as Massachusetts.


   ANGULATE PERIWINKLE


    Littorina angulifera
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    Average size 1 inch, largest 1½ inches; edible.


    Cream-colored overall, with dashes of reddish-purple, although color varies from yellowish to orange or russet, with darker splashes. Has a distinct pattern. Rather a thin shell with a high spiral end and very thin outer lip.


    Found almost entirely around estuaries, where inlets of saltwater join freshwater. Is attached to any kind of wood immersed in the water. On pilings, it will be at the high tide line so that for many hours it is out of the water. Common on trunks and branches of mangroves.


    Native to all Florida waters from Jacksonville Beach around to Cedar Keys, especially in the Florida Keys, and West Indies and Bermuda.





   Sundial and Worm


    SUNDIAL SHELL


    Architectonica nobilis
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    Also called GRANULATED SUNDIAL SHELL, ARCHITECT’S SHELL, or COMMON SUNDIAL.


    Average size 1 inch, largest 2 inches; inedible.


    Lavender and white with tan spots on ridge next to suture.


    Thick, flattened shell, circular in shape. The base is flat and decorated with many coiled, granulated ridges. The spiral whorls have furrows and ridges, and are segmented by dots and dashes that form a pattern resembling a sundial.


    Found in sand below low water line.


    Native from North Carolina to Florida, Texas and the West Indies.


    FARGO’S WORMSNAIL


    Vermicularia forgoi
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    Average size 1 inch, largest 3 inches; inedible.


    Drab gray to yellowish-brown in color.


    A rather thick, sturdy shell, the early whorls having two or three spiral cords, the rest of the whorls have thicker cords, brown-sported. Thin threads run between the larger cords.


    Found on mud flats.


    Native from the west coast of Florida to Texas.


   FLORIDA WORMSNAIL


    Vermicularia knorri
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    Also called KNORR’S WORMSHELL, OLD MAID’S CURL.


    Average size A inches, largest 8 inches; inedible.


    Tip white and evenly coiled, with later spirals of yellowish or orange-brown.


    The later coils are random with one or two spiral cords on each whorl. Thin threads arc likely to be present, especially near the base.


    Found in sponge masses. Often washed ashore.


    Native from North Carolina to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico.





    Worm, Button and Horn


    WEST INDIAN WORMSNAIL


    Vermicularia spirata
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    Average size 6 inches, largest 10 inches; inedible.


    Amber, yellowish or an orange-brown.


    A rather thin shell, the coils even and close tor about ¼ inch, then drawn out and irregular. Early whorls smooth except for a spiral cord running across the middle of the whorl. Later whorls may have two cords, but not so well defined. Tiny threads sometimes visible, especially near base.


    Found in shallow water, often in a tangled mass.


    This shell is rightly coiled when young, but the adult shell is loosely coiled. It is tubelike, with coarse encircling growth lines, heavy longitudinal ribs and fine lines. The opening is round. The head has eyes, a toothed tongue and tentacles. May be found in groups, completely entangled, usually in shallow water, attached to stones or embedded in sponges or coral.


    Most common on the Florida west coast from Tampa Bay south, and on the west coast from St. Augustine south to the West Indies.


    BUTTONSNAIL


    Modulus modulus
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    Average size ½ inch, largest ⅝ inch; inedible.


    Light buff, with small dark spots and patches.


    A very small shell, shaped like a “hammered down” snail. Has serrated edges along the opening.


    Usually found in sand-mud bottoms of shallow bays.


    Native from North Carolina to Texas, but particularly prevalent on the west coast of Florida.


    DARK CERITH


    Cerithium atratum
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    Also called FLORIDA HORN SHELL. Average size 1 inch, largest 1 ½ inches; inedible.


    Whitish color with mottlings of tannish-brown.


    Spiral rows of white “beads” with fine spiral lines in between. The shell is elongate with a sharp apex. The aperture is small and oblique, and there is a short anterior canal.


    Found in moderately shallow water. Native from N. Carolina to South Florida.





    Horn, Purple Snail and Staircase


    FLY-SPECKED CERITHIUM


    Cerithium muscarum
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    Also called DOTTED HORN SHELL.


    Average size ¾ inch, largest size 1 inch; inedible.


    The color is white or gray-white, with chestnut dots in spiral rows.


    Elongated shell with acute apex. Nodules on whorls.


    Common in shallow, warm waters.


    Native to the south half of Florida and the West Indies.


    COMMON PURPLE SEA SNAIL


    Janthina janthina
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    Also called VIOLET SNAIL.


    Average size 1 inch, largest 1½; inedible.


    Purplish-white on upper side, and darker purple on lower side.


    The shell is thin and fragile. It has three or four sloping whorls. The opening is moderately large and oval-shaped. The outer lip is sharp.


    There is no umbilicus and no operculum. The spire is low. This shell is shaped much like the land snails.


    Frail shell with a wavy outer lip. Whorls sloping and convex.


    Animal lives some miles from land and only during a storm do the shells float ashore. It is carnivorous and secrete a purple fluid when disturbed.


    Native to both coasts of Florida down to Vera Cruz, Mexico.


   HUMPHREY’S WENTLETRAP


    Epitonium humphreysii
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    Also called LADDER SHELL or STAIRCASE SHELL.


    Average size, a little more than ½ inch, largest ¾ inch; inedible.


    White in color. Usually has 9 or 10 convex whorls. Rather slender and thick. The surface is glossy. The lines dividing the whorls are deep, and the spire extended. The opening is almost circular, outer and lower part of lip somewhat flared.


    These little shells inhabit the deep water generally, but may be found near shore.


    Native from Cape Cod, Massachusetts to Florida and Texas.
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