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Introduction

Russia: 1894–1941

The specification lists the content under four key topics.


•  Key Topic 1 – The rule of Tsar Nicholas II

•  Key Topic 2 – The 1917 Revolutions

•  Key Topic 3 – The Civil War and Lenin

•  Key Topic 4 – The rule of Stalin



Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.

AS-Level

The AS examination which you may be taking includes all the content.

You are required to answer:


•  Section A: ONE. question from a choice of TWO. They are traditional essays and will require you to use your knowledge to explain, analyse and assess key features of the period studied and then reach a judgement about the issue in the question. The question is worth 30 marks.

•  Section B: ONE interpretation question. The specification names the two Key Topics from which the interpretation will be drawn. Questions will require candidates to evaluate the strengths and limitations of a given historical interpretation, in the form of either one or two sentences, by applying their own knowledge and awareness of the debate to the given interpretation. The question is worth 20 marks.



The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you are advised to spend slightly more time on Section A.

At AS-Level, Unit 2 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.

A-Level

The A-Level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.

You are required to answer ONE question with TWO parts from a choice of TWO questions:


•  Each question will have TWO parts. Question (a) will be a short essay in which you are asked to analyse two issues and reach a judgement as to which is the more important or significant. Question (b) is a traditional period study essay and will require you to use your knowledge to explain, analyse and assess key features of the period studied and then reach a judgement about the issue in the question.

•  The short essay is worth 10 marks and the traditional essay is worth 20 marks.

•  The two parts of each question will be drawn from different parts of the specification.



The exam lasts for one hour. You should spend about 20 minutes on Question (a) and 40 minutes on Question (b).

At A-Level, Unit 2 will be worth a total of 30 marks and 15 per cent of the A-Level examination.

In both the AS and A-Level examinations you are being tested on the ability to:


•  use relevant historical information

•  use the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.



In the AS examination you are also being tested on your ability to analyse and evaluate the different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination.


•  The book is divided into four sections – one for each section of the AS and A-Level specifications.

•  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double page spreads.

•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.

•  Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 88–90).

•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.



Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a blue heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a puple heading and this symbol. [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 94-96. These have the following symbol to indicate this. [image: ]

Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  completed the activities.



Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.

AS-Level



	Level 
	Essay 
	Interpretation 



	5 
	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement.
[25–30]
 
	Very good analysis of the interpretation, aware of the debate and uses detailed knowledge to evaluate the strengths and limitations.
[17–20]
 



	4 
	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement.
[19–24]
 
	Good analysis of the interpretation, some awareness of the debate and uses knowledge to evaluate the strengths and limitations.
[13–16]
 



	3 
	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement.
[13–18]
 
	Partial analysis of the interpretation, some knowledge and awareness of the debate. May be limited in treatment of strength or limitations.
[9–12]
 



	2 
	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied.
[7–12]
 
	Limited analysis, may describe the interpretation and the debate. Any evaluation is implied or superficial.
[5–8]
 



	1 
	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion.
[1–6]
 
	Focused more on the topic than the given interpretation. Knowledge is general and evaluation is asserted.
[1–4]
 




A-Level



	Level 
	Short-answer essay 
	Essay 



	6 
	Analyses and evaluates both factors with detailed knowledge to reach a developed judgement.
[9–10]
 
	Well-focused, supported answer with very good analysis and developed evaluation to reach a supported and sustained judgement.
[17–20]
 



	5 
	Analyses and evaluates both factors with some knowledge to reach a developed judgement.
[7–8]
 
	Mostly focused, supported answer with good analysis and evaluation to reach a supported judgement.
[13–16]
 



	4 
	Some analysis and evaluation of both factors, with some support and judgement.
[5–6]
 
	Some focus with support, analysis with limited evaluation and judgement.
[10–12]
 



	3 
	Partial analysis and evaluation with some knowledge to reach a basic judgement.
[3–4]
 
	Partial focus on the question, with some knowledge and analysis, but little or no judgement.
[7–9]
 



	2 
	Limited analysis and knowledge, with a simple judgement.
[2]
 
	Focus is descriptive and may be more on the topic than the question. Any analysis may be implied.
[4–6]
 



	1 
	General analysis and knowledge with assertion.
[1]
 
	Focus on the topic and attempts at analysis will be little more than assertion.
[1–3]
 





1 The rule of Tsar Nicholas II

The character, attitude and abilities of Nicholas II

Character

Nicholas II is often viewed by historians, as he was by many of his contemporaries, as weak-willed, poorly educated, lacking confidence, a bad judge of people and devious. He is said to have ‘lacked that taste for power which is vital for an autocrat.’ He could also be very obstinate, as was displayed when he took charge of the Russian military during the First World War. However, Nicholas could also be gentle, kind and benevolent, prompting one historian to state that his ‘character may be said to be essentially feminine.’

Attitude

The attitude of Nicholas towards governing was based on a faith in God, a sense of duty and a rigid belief in autocracy. The tsar, like his forebears, believed that religion and tsarism were inextricably linked. In the Fundamental Laws of 1906 it was stated that: ‘The All Russian Emperor possesses the supreme autocratic power. Not only fear and conscience, but God himself, commands obedience to his authority.’ Furthermore, Nicholas stated that it was his duty to ‘uphold the principle of autocracy as firmly and as unflinchingly as did my ever lamented father.’ Thus, adherence to the dogma of autocracy would also have meant that he prioritised maintenance of the Romanov dynasty.

Abilities

Given the character of Nicholas and his attitude towards tsarism it is difficult to see that he had any kind of ability to rule successfully. Indeed, his weaknesses as ruler are often cited as the main reason for the downfall of the Romanov dynasty and the spiralling of Russia into revolution and a state of civil war. However, Nicholas did show an ability to instigate reforms (such as the establishment of the Dumas) and to enforce them with a firm hand. It is sometimes the latter ability that has led to him being viewed as obstinate.

Problems of Russia in 1894

Political

Opposition had grown against the reactionary and repressive measures of Alexander III. Of particular concern were:


•  the centralised control of the police under the Minister of Interior

•  the replacement of elected Justices of the Peace with ‘Land Captains’

•  a rise in censorship

•  the tighter control of the zemstva (provincial governments) and a reduction of peasant representation in these organisations.



In general, opposition groups called for reforms to the political system to allow for greater representation of the people.

Economic

The main economic problems were:


•  a lack of productivity compared with international rivals. Up to 1894 industrialisation had resulted in an average annual economic growth rate of 8 per cent, but much of this was achieved through small-scale enterprise.

•  a lack of free enterprise. The tsar and his ministers directed production by controlling the armaments industry and the railways – the main consumers of industrial products.

•  a reliance on foreign investment.

•  rising exports of grain, which had contributed to the terrible famine of 1891.

•  Agriculture was backward, with many peasants still using wooden ploughs that limited productivity.



Social

Social issues arose both in the countryside and towns.


•  Despite the formation of a Peasants’ Land Bank (1883) and the abolition of the peasant poll tax (1886), peasants were still aggrieved about their living standards. The redistribution of land had resulted in a reduction in the size of plots and the mir continued to be a barrier to innovation.

•  The 1891 famine resulted in the deaths of over 350,000 people; its impact was long-lasting.

•  Industrialisation led to urbanisation and associated public health problems such as poor housing, lack of sanitation and inadequate water supplies. The result was the spread of diseases, especially cholera.
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Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph from an answer to the question. Why might an examiner not give this paragraph much credit? What is wrong with the focus of the answer in this paragraph? Use the opposite page and the mark scheme on page 7 to help you complete your answer.


How far did Nicholas II lack the character, attitude and ability to govern Russia effectively from 1894 to 1917?




[image: ]

Nicholas II is often viewed as a rather foolish, cowardly ruler and one who lacked the determination to rule Russia successfully. However, he got on well with his ministers and was quite skilled at assessing their strengths and weaknesses. Although Nicholas was fairly religious he did not let his faith get in the way of how he ruled. His attitude towards being a tsar was based on being authoritarian; Nicholas believed that the Russian people had to be governed in a firm manner if he was to succeed in maintaining power. The tsar was also an able military leader, negotiator and administrator; he used his attributes to help Russia maintain its status as a world power.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph from an answer to the question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph, adding this link back to the question in the space provided.


‘The political challenges Nicholas II faced in 1894 far outweighed those of an economic and social nature.’ How far do you agree?
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Political opposition had grown against the reactionary and repressive measures of Nicholas II’s father, Alexander III. There was particular concern about the role of the police under the Minister of Interior, judicial reforms that were considered unfair, the growth in censorship and the reduction in how representative zemstva had become. These issues were important for Nicholas II to address as opposition groups called for reforms to the political system to allow for greater representation of the people. If concessions were made, Nicholas would have experienced a watering down of his authority. Overall,

___________________________

___________________________
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Opposition to Nicholas II

Opposition to the tsar arose partly in the form of political groups which had started to form, albeit illegally, during the rule of Alexander III. They were tolerated as long as they acted within the bounds of the law. In 1905 Nicholas II made political parties legal in the hope that they would continue to act responsibly. The groups that arose are usually categorised as Liberals, Populists and Marxists.

Liberals

By 1894 liberal ‘Westernisers’ (as opposed to Slavophiles) continued to demand that Russia should be governed in a similar way to Western European democracies such as Britain. Liberal ideas were supported by the emergence of the zemstva and the mid-1890s revival of the concept of a zemstvo union. In 1904 Pyotr Struve founded the Union of Liberation, which demanded greater freedoms and justice for all Russians. In particular, the Union wanted fairer and more land distribution for peasants, a representative Constituent Assembly, and improved conditions for industrial workers.

Kadets and Octobrists

After the so-called revolution of 1905, the clamour for a constitutional monarchy gathered pace with the formation of the Constitutional Democrats (Kadets). Led by Paul Milyukov, this was the intellectual arm of the liberal movement, and went on to play a very important role as opposition within the first Duma. A more moderate liberal group also emerged at this time, called the Octobrists. These were individuals, such as Alexander Guchkov and Mikhail Rodzianko, who displayed loyalty to the tsar, but who wanted changes to the system of government. The Octobrists, in particular, supported Nicholas II’s October Manifesto (see page 18) and were therefore much maligned by more revolutionary organisations.

Populists

The Populists were revolutionaries, operating in the 1870s, who believed that agricultural communes and co-operative workshops would provide a base for the Russian economy to develop without resorting to capitalism. The Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs) of the early twentieth century emerged from the Populist movement.

The Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs)

The Socialist Revolutionaries continued to focus on improving the living conditions of the poorest people in society, including the growing urban proletariat. The Socialist Revolutionary Party was formed in 1901, led by the intellectual Victor Chernov. By 1905 the group had split into the more radical left-wing SRs and the moderate right-wing SRs. The left employed direct action; from 1901 to 1905 they were responsible for about 2,000 political killings, including those of Grand Duke Sergei and Vyacheslav Plehve. The right worked with other parties and groups, gathering support and momentum after the 1905 revolution (see page 18). The right appealed to peasants, whereas the left focused on the plight of industrial workers. Despite the divisions, the SRs had the most support and were the biggest threat to tsarist rule before the October 1917 revolution.

Marxists

Another revolutionary group, the Social Democrats (SDs), emerged at the same time as the SRs. The SDs based their ideology on the writings of Karl Marx, believing that the proletariat could be ‘educated’ to overthrow Russian autocracy by way of a revolution.

The Social Democrats (SDs)

In 1898 the All-Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party was founded in Minsk. The group was influenced by an interpretation of Karl Marx’s work made by George Plekhanov, who emphasised the need to encourage working-class consciousness. However, since few workers had the time or inclination to engage with Marxist theory, some SD supporters (labelled Mensheviks) focused on improving pay and lowering working hours. By 1903 there were signs of division between the Mensheviks and an opposing faction, the Bolsheviks. The latter argued that workers were capable of being sufficiently politically educated to create a revolution.


[image: ]

[image: ] Delete as applicable      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph from an answer to the question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (in bold) is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.


How successful was opposition to Nicholas II in achieving its aims in the period from 1894 to 1917?




[image: ]

The opposition to Nicholas II came in the form of a couple/a number/hundreds of groups who had similar/partly different/totally different aims. The main aim of the Liberals was to move towards a constitutional monarchy. The establishment of the Dumas went some way to satisfying their wants although Nicholas II retained his autocratic authority through the Fundamental Laws of 1906. The Populists were less successful as their campaigning for improvements in better working and living conditions for peasants and workers was partly/mostly/totally ineffectual. However, through the assassination of key political figures such as Grand Duke Sergei they did create fear within the Russian hierarchy. Finally, the Marxists, in the short-term/long-term, were the least successful in achieving their aims; their wish for a revolution and the partial/complete overthrow of the tsar was not met until 1917.

___________________________

___________________________
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[image: ] Spider diagram

Read the question and complete the spider diagram to identify the degree of threat posed by various opposition groups to Nicholas II. Add a sentence of explanation to each point on the diagram. Then prioritise the degree of threat posed by each group by adding numbers to each oval box – with 1 as identifying the most threatening group and 6 as the least threatening.


‘The opposition group that posed the greatest threat to the authority of Nicholas II was the Populists.’ How far do you agree?
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The position of national minorities, 1894 to 1917

In the middle of the nineteenth century the Russian Empire consisted of Great Russia and ‘national minorities’ (that is, those who did not originate from the Russian peoples). The main national minority groups were from Poland, Finland, the Caucasus and Central Asia and the Baltic Provinces (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania). Russian Jews stand out as a unique national minority in that their geographical location was one that was artificially created (The Pale) and crossed the boundaries of other groups.

Not all national minorities opposed the ruling elites during Nicholas II’s rule. In general, the Finns, Baltic Germans and Christian Armenians remained fairly loyal, whereas the Poles, Ukrainians and Tartars were a constant thorn in the side of Nicholas II.

The main objective of the ‘unco-operative’ national minorities was to gain autonomy or even to break away from central Russian rule and gain independence. Subsequently, many of the minorities were made subject to a policy of Russification in order to keep them in check.

Russification was the process whereby non-Russian regions were drawn more securely into the framework of the empire. This involved administrative integration and the transmission of Russian language, religion and culture to the peoples of National minorities. Such ‘social Russification’ was linked to economic integration especially developments telecommunications and transport. Russification started with the Polish Revolt of 1863 and was continued by Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev mainly through constitutional changes and repression.

The Poles

As a result of industrialisation in Poland, a distinct proletariat emerged that showed an interest in Marxism. Also of prominence were nationalists who formed the National Democrats group. Polish politicians elected from these parties went on to make important contributions to the first and second Dumas.

The Ukrainians

Although nationalism was not the same force as it was in Poland, the Ukrainians looked to build a separate cultural identity, as reflected in literature and the arts in general. In response the tsar continued the policy of Russification in Ukraine.

The Caucasians

Those living in the Caucasus region of Russia were divided along religious lines. Some, such as the Armenians, were Christians while others, such as the Chechens, were Muslims. These divisions, coupled with the high level of illiteracy in the region, made Russification relatively easy. Nevertheless, Populist movements (such as the Dashnaks and the Georgian Mensheviks) emerged to oppose Nicholas II’s repressive measures.

The Finns

The appointment by Nicholas II of Nikolai Bobrikov as Governor General marked a change in fortune for the Finns. Under Bobrikov, Finland was fully integrated into the Russian Empire and Russified. This provoked much opposition and, as a result, in 1905 Finland was given full autonomy. But this was quickly reneged on by Stolypin in the same year.

Peoples from the Baltic Provinces

At the start of the period, the Baltic Provinces were strongly influenced by its links with Germany and its earlier rulers. The states were relatively stable and prosperous, especially given the abundant supplies of raw materials that were essential to a range of industrial activities. Riga (in Latvia), became a very important commercial and business centre for Russia. As the Russian economic influence increased in the area, Russification followed naturally. But as German influence waned by the end of the century there was a rise in nationalism among native Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians.

The Jews

Jews never seemed to pose much direct opposition to Nicholas II. It was a perceived threat that resulted in them being treated so badly. Nicholas II continued the anti-Jewish position taken by his father. Jews were accused of being ‘revolutionaries’ as some were affiliated to the SDs (and there was indeed a separate Jewish SD Party called the Bund). Despite Nicholas’ dislike of Jews, he made some important concessions by allowing them to sit on the Duma.
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[image: ] Support or challenge?

Below is a sample exam question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this is a series of general statements that are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question.


‘Of all the national minorities, the Poles posed the greatest threat to the stability of the Russian Empire from 1894 to 1917?’ How far do you agree?





	 
	Support 
	Challenge 



	The threat from the Poles grew significantly during the period in question 
	 
	 



	The threat from the Ukrainians was never great 
	 
	 



	The threat from the Caucasians was unimportant compared to that from the Ukrainians 
	 
	 


	The threat from the Finns was greater than that from the Poles 
	 
	 


	The threat from the peoples of the Baltic Provinces fluctuated during the period 
	 
	 


	There were times when the threat from the Jews was considerable 
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 Simple essay
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The role of individuals: Pobedonostsev and Witte


Pobedonostsev’s background



•  In 1841 he enrolled at the St Petersburg School of Jurisprudence.

•  He started teaching at Moscow State University in 1860.

•  In 1865 he became tutor to Alexander II’s sons, Nicholas and Alexander.

•  In 1868 he was appointed as a Senator.

•  By 1873 he showed signs of being more reactionary, condemning the judicial system.



Ideology


Achievements


•  Pobedonostsev helped prepare judicial reforms for the tsar in 1864.

•  He became an adviser and writer on Russian law; from 1868 to 1880 he published the three volumes of ‘A Course of Civil Law’.

•  He was a major influence on Alexander III’s policymaking and manifesto.

•  He became the Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod in 1880; this post allowed him to advise the tsar on religious matters and influence the Church and educational and social policies.



Witte’s background



•  In 1891 he became Minister for Transport and Minister for Finance in 1892.

•  He was dismissed from his post in 1903, having been blamed for a worsening economy.

•  In 1905 he was appointed as President of the Council of Ministers and helped negotiate peace with Japan, but was again dismissed from his post in 1906.



Ideology



•  the resurrection of Reutern’s idea of encouraging foreign experts to come to Russia

•  a return to taking out foreign loans (negotiated in 1906), raising taxes and interest rates to boost available capital for investment in industry.



Achievements




•  Coal production doubled and that of iron and steel increased sevenfold.

•  New technologies were introduced in the oil and chemical industries.

•  The total amount of railway track opened rose from 29,183 km in 1891 to 52,612 km in 1901.

•  Income from industry shot up from 42 million roubles in 1893 to 161 million roubles by 1897.
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•  Red: events and policies that have no relevance to the question

•  Amber: events and policies that have some significance to the question

•  Green: events and policies that are directly relevant to the question
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The Russo-Japanese War

Long-term causes



Short-term causes



The course of the Russo-Japanese War


•  The Japanese moved north from Korea to confront Russia in southern Manchuria at the battle of Yalu. Outnumbered by about three to one, Russian forces were thoroughly beaten. This was an enormous shock to the Tsar and the other Great Powers.

•  The siege of Port Arthur continued, isolating about 60,000 Russian troops. In December 1905, the port eventually surrendered.

•  In May 1905 Rozhestvensky’s Baltic Squadron, on its way to relieve Port Arthur, came up against Admiral Togo’s fleet at the Tsushima Straits. This proved to be another terrible defeat for Russia and emphasised the technological superiority of the Japanese navy.

•  The final straw for Russia came in 1905 with a humiliating defeat at Mukden. This prompted peace talks and the signing of a treaty.



Consequences of the war


The Treaty of Portsmouth, August 1905



•  Russia was forced to withdraw from Port Arthur, south Sakhalin and south Manchuria.

•  Russian leaders had to acknowledge Japanese sovereignty in Korea.



Reforms
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1  Military defeats (Port Arthur, Tsushima Straits, Mukden)

2  Loss of world status

3  Decline in the popularity of the tsar

4  Social unrest as a result of the war

5  The signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth

6  Political reforms (Dumas)
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The causes, nature and consequences of the 1905 Revolution

Causes of the revolution



•  Growing support for political groups that were influenced by Populism and Marxism

•  The actions of the liberal intelligentsia led by Struve

•  Violence in the form of student unrest and the subsequent assassination of the Minister of Education (1901); strikes such as that at the Obukhov factory in St Petersburg (1901); peasant protests linked to poor harvests (1902); anti-war protests leading to the assassination of the Minister of the Interior, Plehve (1904)




Course of events



•  3 January: Start of the Putilov strike, which sparked a wave of strikes across Russia

•  9 January: Bloody Sunday

•  4 February: Assassination of Grand Duke Sergei by Social Revolutionaries

•  5 February: Tsar promises political reform

•  May: Establishment of the Union of Unions

•  June: Establishment of the All-Russian Union of Peasants

•  September: Mutinies in the army

•  8 October: Railway strike

•  13 October: Establishment of the St Petersburg Soviet

•  17 October: Issuing of the October Manifesto

•  November: General strike in St Petersburg; Government storm the Soviet and arrest ringleaders

•  December: Exiled radicals return to Russia (including Lenin)



Consequences


The October Manifesto



•  The assembly, or legislative Duma as it was called, would consist of elected representatives from the 51 provinces of the empire.

•  The Duma would require the legalisation of political parties and trade unions.

•  Russian people would be granted the right to freedom of assembly, worship and speech.



The Fundamental Laws


The Dumas
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•  How effective is the introduction?

•  How effective is the proposed conclusion?

•  Could either be improved – especially in relation to Level 5 answers at AS-level or Level 6 at A-level?









•  The nature and extent of protest throughout 1905 (marches, strikes, assassinations, mutinies) was unique

•  The October Manifesto paved the way for a constitutional government

•  The Fundamental Laws (April 1906) restricted the authority of the Duma

•  The creation of the Duma led to electoral reform
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Repression and reform under Stolypin

Repression under Stolypin: Stolypin’s ‘neckties’






	YEAR 
	KILLED (a) 
	WOUNDED (a) 
	SENTENCED (b) 
	EXECUTED (b) 



	1905 
	 233 
	 358 
	  72 
	  10 



	1906 
	 768 
	 820 
	 450 
	 144 



	1907 
	1231 
	1312 
	1056 
	 456 



	1908 
	 394 
	 615 
	1741 
	 825 







Stolypin’s land reforms



•  Unused or poorly utilised land was made available to the Peasant Land Bank (established in 1883). Forward-looking peasants could then buy the land from the bank on favourable terms.

•  Peasants who were still farming strips (small plots spread over two to three fields) due to the strength of the mir were given the right to consolidate their land into smallholdings (small farm units). Hereditary household plots were not affected by this and it was also stipulated that land could not be immediately sold on to non-peasants. These provisos were designed to ensure that the mainstay of the Russian rural economy became the small, independent peasant farm.





•  The process led to an expansion in the numbers joining the wealthier class of peasants, who in theory would be more loyal to the tsar. However, they were not totally satisfied with the stipulations of the Stolypin reform, as they believed that the best land was still inaccessible to peasants.

•  By 1914, about 2 million peasants had left the village communes, leaving some regions very short of rural labour. The First World War accelerated this trend. This exodus added to the challenge of maintaining supplies of food to the growing urban population.
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The political, economic and social situation in Russia in 1914


The political situation in Russia in 1914



The economic condition of Russia in 1914




The state of Russian society in 1914





[image: ]



















[image: ]




[image: ]




•  Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy: The Russian Revolution 1891–1924 (Bodley Head, 2014)

•  Geoffrey Hosking, Russia and the Russians (Penguin, 2012)

•  Michael Lynch, Russia 1894-1941 (Hodder 2015)

•  Richard Pipes, Russia under the Old Regime (Penguin 1995)

•  Robert Service, The Penguin History of Modern Russia: from Tsarism to the 21st Century (Penguin, 2015)
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Exam focus
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