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				Volcanic islands

				A volcanic island, also known as an oceanic island, is made when an underwater volcano explodes on the ocean floor, forcing out so much lava that it eventually reaches above the waves. When the lava cools and becomes solid, land is formed. Islands like this can still appear today! 

			

		

		
			
				Surrounded by Water

			

		

		
			
				An island is an area of land that is completely surrounded by water and smaller than a continent. Islands come in countless shapes and sizes. Some are home to millions of people, others have almost no life at all. Some are covered in thick jungle, others are coated in ice. Some are millions of years old… and others are younger than you! 

				This amazing variety is what makes islands so special. But what are they exactly? And how were they formed? Well, no matter how big or small they are, and no matter where on the planet they’re found, most islands can be described as either volcanic or continental.

			

		

		
			
				We can also find other types of island around the world:

				Coral islands are formed from the bodies of millions of corals, which are small sea animals found in warm sea waters. 

				Barrier islands lie next to a coastline. They’re usually long and narrow, and made of sand. They can help to protect the coast from storms. 

				Tidal islands are areas of land that are cut off from the mainland whenever the tide is high. When the tide’s low, they’re not islands anymore! 

				Artificial islands are built by people, rather than nature. Islands like this are usually made as somewhere to live, or to visit. 
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				Continental islands

				This type of island was once part of a continent, but got separated. Some were made when parts of the Earth’s crust moved, breaking two areas of land apart. Other continental islands were formed after the last Ice Age, when melting glaciers made the world’s sea levels much higher. Lower areas of land were flooded, leaving some places cut off.
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				For an animal on a remote island, there might be fewer predators for it to avoid, and only certain foods for it to eat. This means that animals on islands often evolve (change over time) in different ways to animals elsewhere. Because of this, many islands are home to very unusual creatures. All this is true when talking about plants, too.

			

		

		
			
				Many species of animal and plant are endemic to one island, which means they’re found nowhere else in the world. Lemurs, for example, live only on the island of Madagascar. They thrive because there are no other apes or monkeys there. 

			

		

		
			
				The wildlife of an island has often been there for thousands or even millions of years, so it can damage the balance of nature if new plants or animals are introduced. 

			

		

		
			
				Island Wildlife

			

		

		
			
				From mysterious mammals to rare reptiles, island wildlife can be truly fascinating. But why? On a huge continent, animals that can’t swim or fly can still move from place to place quite easily, but that’s not true with islands. Island animals often have no choice but to adapt to the habitat they live in. 
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				How do animals and plants get to islands in the first place? 

				A continental island often has similar wildlife to the land it was once joined to. In other words, these creatures have been there ever since the island was formed. But there are other ways that animals and plants have arrived on islands, too.

			

		

		
			
				Birds, bats and even some insects can fly across the sea to reach 

				an island. Sometimes very strong winds can blow them there. 

			

		

		
			
				Plant seeds can float for long distances and sometimes wash up on islands, where they grow. 

			

		

		
			
				Branches, trees and big clumps of soil can sometimes be washed out to sea with animals and insects on them. Some of these can float away and reach islands. 
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				Some species of plants and animals were brought to islands on purpose, by humans. This might have been as pets, as farm animals or because people thought it would be good for the island.

				Ships have sometimes brought animals to islands by accident. For example, the wild mice on board a ship might run ashore and never return. 
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				Today the whole world is well connected, 

				but in the past some islands were very isolated. This meant that they often had their own special ways of living, learning, cooking, relaxing and celebrating. Many islands still keep their traditions alive. On the Pacific island of Niue, for example, many boys don’t have their hair cut until they become teenagers! 

			

		

		
			
				Islands often have very interesting histories. Some islands have had people living on them since prehistoric times, while others have been visited by explorers, castaways, pirates and invaders. 

			

		

		
			
				Climate change is a big problem for some low-lying islands, because of rising sea levels. In places like the Maldives, a chain of islands in the Indian Ocean, there’s a danger that people’s homes might be swamped 

				by seawater if things don’t change. 

			

		

		
			
				Humans and Islands

			

		

		
			
				Not all islands are wild places. Many have villages, towns and cities. You might even live on an island yourself! Great Britain, Japan, Barbados and New Zealand are all examples of island countries – and people also live on thousands of much smaller islands around the world. 
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				Island record-breakers

			

		

		
			
				Ilha da Queimada Grande in Brazil is the most dangerous island in the world. It has so many poisonous snakes that humans aren’t allowed there! 

			

		

		
			
				Luzon in the Philippines has more unique mammals than any other island. Giant fruit bats, long-nosed forest mice and rare warty pigs all live here.

			

		

		
			
				Java in Indonesia is 

				the island with the most people. More than 140 million people live here! 

			

		

		
			
				Bishop Rock in the Isles of Scilly is the world’s smallest island with a building on it. It has one lighthouse – and that’s it!

			

		

		
			
				Greenland is the 

				biggest island in the world. It’s more than twice the size of the world’s second biggest island.

			

		

		
			
				Tristan da Cunha in the Atlantic Ocean is the most remote group of islands in the world. It takes six days 

				to sail there from the nearest country.

			

		

		
			
				Ì is the name for the island of Iona in the Scottish Gaelic language. No other island in the world has such a short name.

			

		

		
			
				Sweden is the country with the most islands. It has more than 265,000 – although only around 1,000 of them have people on.
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				Dolphins and dingoes 

				Fraser Island is an amazing place for wildlife. Monitor lizards wander the forests, tawny frogmouths swoop through the trees and rare humpback dolphins swim offshore. It’s also home to packs of golden-coated wild dogs called dingoes. These cunning canines are at the top of the Fraser Island food chain. Pet dogs are banned here because dingoes can be dangerous. Don’t try and stroke them! 

				Fraser Island – or K’gari?

				People have been living in Australia for 50,000 years. Today, some Australians still have family connections to ancestors who lived here many thousands of years ago. We describe these Australians as indigenous, or native. Indigenous people have their own beautiful name for Fraser Island: they call it K’gari, meaning ‘paradise’. In indigenous culture, K’gari was the name of a goddess who fell to Earth, loved what she found, and never wanted to leave. 
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