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J-3 Perhaps the Earliest Known Christian Church 

Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem was instituted in the early days of Judaism in Moses’ time and was lauded by the psalmists, notably by David, who wrote specific psalms to be sung by pilgrims as they journeyed up to Jerusalem. These have come down to us as ‘the songs of ascent’ (Psalms 121 to 132).  

The psalms include such memorable verses as: 

“Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob” and “Let’s go up to Zion”.  

‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to entreat the favour of the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts; I myself am going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat the favour of the Lord’. Zech. 8:20-22. 






Psalm 122 is especially relevant as it records that during United Monarchy (the era of David and Solomon) pilgrimage to Jerusalem took place and also that it is a necessity for everyone to pray for the peace of this special city.  




“I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

‘Let us go up to the house of the Lord,’ 

Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is built like a city that is deeply compacted together:  That is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to praise the name of the Lord according to the Statute given to Israel.  

There the thrones for judgement stand, the thrones of the house of 

David.” 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,  

‘May those who love you be secure, May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels’ 

For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, ‘Peace be within you’, For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your prosperity.”  (Ps. 122, 1-9, NIV). 








Why is Jerusalem important? 

When King Solomon had finished building the First Temple he prayed a long prayer of dedication, which included a prayer for the gentile nations: 

Then the Lord said to Solomon: 

‘I have heard your prayer and plea you have made before me; I have consecrated this temple which you have built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there’.” (I Kings 9:2-3, NIV). 

What did the Prophet Zechariah say about pilgrimage in the end times? 

“Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, they will have no rain.” (Zech. 14: 16-17). 
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CHAPTER I


THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JESUS 
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1) Jesus’ Birth and Youth 

a) Bethlehem Church of the Holy Nativity 

The Augusta Helena (c.255-c.330) made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land as she was a Christian (or perhaps a secret sympathiser) who “zealously supported the Christian cause”.i She identified sites for four churches (in Jerusalem, Olivet, Bethlehem and Hebron) in about 326 AD and work began on churches for those sites, with finances supplied by her son, Constantine I.
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Plate I.1.a.i. Original Church of the Holy Nativity, Bethlehem.  Public domain. 





At Bethlehem, an octagonal rotunda covered the altar, which was above the cave of Jesus’ birth. The church had a nave and four aisles but the octagonal dome has been remodelled and more columns were added in the Crusader period (the 12th century). Of the three West-end doors, only the door on the left is used now.  
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b)  The Grotto of the Holy Innocents 

Beneath the Church of the Holy Nativity there is a burial cave with various loculi each containing multiple examples of a particular type of children’s bones, for example the skull bones are all located together. This burial place is venerated as the resting place of the male infants murdered by Herod (Mat. 2:16). 
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c)   Manger Square 

The large front colonnaded courtyard of the Church of the Holy Nativity is now a open plaza called Manger Square. As this photograph shows, it has become commercialised, much as the Temple’s courts became in the 1st century. 
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Plate I.1.c. ii. Manger Square, Bethlehem. Photo: D.Campbell. 
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[image: ]d)   Map of 1st century 

Plate I.1.d.  Map by J. H. Campbell, 1984. 










In ‘the Jesus Period’ the Third Wall was not completed so the site of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, marked with a + on the map, was outside the city wall. The area South of the First Wall consisted of three residential areas: the Upper City to the West where priestly families and wealthy people lived, the lower city for the poor and Orphel/David’s City to the East. This walled area contained palaces and some important buildings. Roman soldiers occupied the Antonia Fortress. Bridges crossed the Tyropoeon Valley and the Kidron Valley which were much deeper than they are now. Today’s the street level in the Old City is about 30 feet above the street level of the 1st Century, although some ancient Roman street-pavers have been reused in the Jewish Quarter and along the Via Dolorosa.  










e)     Shepherds’ Field – Bethlehem 

There are still shepherds and sheep in Bethlehem and a number of fields are identified as the one mentioned in Luke 2:8. One, in particular, is visited by tourists as a chapel has been built there. 








f)   Model of the Second Temple 

The original model of Jerusalem in the 1st century was in the Holy Land Hotel but when the hotel was sold the model was moved to the Israel Museum where is can be seen by many more people. It is an accurate scale model based upon archaeological evidence. Plates IV.a.b.i. and IV.a.c.i. are examples of it. 
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g)   The American Colony and the Place of the Skull 

The American Colony is now most famous for a luxury hotel of that name which was built as a Pasha’s palace but its origins were in welfare work amongst the poor. An associated children’s welfare institution within the Old City still functions as a British-based charity, although without its original missionary connections. This fascinating slice of history began with the loss at sea of all of his children, an episode made memorable by their father, Horatio Spafford, who then wrote the well-loved hymn ‘It is Well With My Soul’’. With his wife, who survived the disaster, and some other Christians, mainly Scandinavians, he moved to Jerusalem to live a communal lifestyle and they opened a hospital. The locals thought that these foreigners were Americans: hence the name. 

The last surviving member of the founding families of the American Colony, Mrs Grace Lind, lived until about 1995. Horatio is buried on Mt Zion, in the Protestant/Anglican Cemetery.   
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Plate I.1.g.i. Jeremiah’s Grotto. Photo: D. Campbell, 1988. 
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The connection with the much-photographed Place of a Skull is that, while he was staying at the American Colony Children’s Home in the late 19th century, the British General Charles Gordon (known now as Gordon of Khartoum) spotted the strange hill known as Jeremiah’s Grotto and became intrigued, thinking it was the Biblical ‘place of a skull’. When General Gordon looked out from the American Colony above the wall of the Old City his curiosity led to an investigation. Skull Hill overlooks the Garden Tomb, which he therefore thought was the tomb of Jesus. The garden, known as Gordon’s Calvary, was acquired by a British charity trust and has been in Protestant hands since then. It is now officially protected by Israel as a ‘sacred site’.  

The grotto was believed to be the place from which, for twenty-three years, the prophet Jeremiah wrote his laments for the city of Jerusalem (Jer.25:3) and his prophecy that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, would take the people of Judah prisoner for seventy years (Jer. 25:12ff).  

In more recent times the Muslim cemetery (above the grotto) has been walled in. More recently Jeremiah’s Grotto has excited much religious fervour and speculation. Certain amateur archaeologists claim to have excavated the site seeking the missing treasures of Herod’s Temple and also claim to have seen where Christ’s blood dripped down through a hole made by the cross. 










h)   Nazareth: Jesus’ Boyhood Home 


In ‘the Jesus period’ Nazareth was a small village that clustered around the springs in the valley. It has prospered from its role in the Jesus story as is symbolised by the central, dominant church: the largest in the Middle East. 
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Plate I.1.h.i. Overview of Nazareth. Photo: Justin Campbell, 2019.  









2) Jesus and the Mount of Olives (Olivet) 

a)   Bethpage  

Bethpage (now also called Beitphage) is between Bethany and Jerusalem and is remembered as being at or near the place at which Jesus told his disciple to go to the nearby village (Bethany) to obtain the donkey and her colt which he then rode into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. The three synoptic gospels record this important event, which is called the Triumphal Entry (Mat 21:1, Mk11:1, Lk. 19:29). John 12:9-19 abbreviates the story and stresses the prophesy that it fulfilled, found in Zech. 9:9. In 1883 the Catholic Franciscans built their chapel and monastic house at Bethpage but there are graffiti and paintings from the Crusader period. There are also earlier written records, including by the pilgrim Egeria/Aetheria who saw the newly built second church on the site and wrote about it, in 381-384 AD. The Crusader-Period queen, Melisende, built a third church (which lasted only 44 years). 

b)   Bethany and the Church of Lazarus 

This photograph, taken in January, 1970, provides an idea of what Bethany would have looked like in Antiquity: just a small village of flat roofed houses on the far side of the Mount of Olives. It is now quite different.  
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Plate I. 2.b.i. The village of Bethany, Israel. Photo: D. Campbell, 1970. 
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Bethany is positioned a Sabbath’s day’s walk from the Temple compound and Jesus often stayed there, the guest of his close friends Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus (Jn. 11:1) – the one whom Jesus raised from death.  
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Plate I.2.b.ii. The Church of Lazarus. Photo: D. Campbell, 1970. 
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In 1143, the Crusader queen, Meslisende, built a Benedictine convent in Bethany for her sister, the nun Iveta, upon the ruins of a Byzantine era church: but it was destroyed by Saladin in 1187. The Crusaders celebrated the Palm Sunday procession from here to the city, just as is done today.  

Today there are two churches in Bethany: one is a Greek Orthodox church, which is rarely visited. The other is the well-known Franciscan Church designed by Antonio Barluzzi in the 1950s and built upon a more ancient one. It is open daily.  
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c) The Tomb of Lazarus. 
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Plate I.2.c.ii. Ancient tomb in Bethany.  

Photo: Justin Campbell, 2019. 

Of the ten ancient tombs discovered in Bethany, some date back to the Caananite Era.ii One still has its rolling stone in place. The tomb pictured above is designated the tomb of Lazarus. It has a mosque built above it, which still functions. 








d)  The Mount of Olives Panorama 

The Mount of Olives provides a spectacular view of the walled city of Jerusalem, the central feature of which is the magnificent, octagonal Islamic Dome of the Rock. The Dome was said to have been built in only seven years (c.646/7), by the Umayyad Arab caliph, Abd al Malik, but the inscription bearing his name was erased by the Abbasid caliph, Al’ma’mun, and replaced with his own name although he didn’t change the date: so great confusion and debate has arisen since then. 

In ‘the Jesus Period’ the Temple Mount would have featured Herod’s splendid Temple in this position. 
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Plate I.2.d.i. Dome of the Rock from Olivet. 

Photo: J. Campbell, 2019. 
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Plate I.2.d.ii. Al-Aksa Mosque from Olivet. 

Photo: J. Campbell, 2019. 
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The Al-Aksa Mosque occupies the Haram esh-Sharif (Temple Mount/Mt Moriah) area, along with the Dome of the Rock monument. The Al-Aksa can accommodate 5,000 worshipers: the underground area
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e)   The Chapel of Ascension  















f)   The Russian Church of the Ascension 












f)  Basilica of the Agony  
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h)   Garden of Gethsemane  






















i)   Dominus Flevit Chapel 
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j)   The Mount of Olives 
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k)   Kidron Valley 
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l)   Church of the Pater Nosta and beneath it, Ruins of Eleona Church 
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m)   Saint Mary Magdalene’s Russian Church 



3) Jesus in Jerusalem 
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a)   The Via Dolorosa 
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b)   St Peter in Gallicantu (of the Cock Crow) 
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c)   Steps beside St Peter’s Church 
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d)   Church of the Holy Sepulchre 





















[image: ]


























[image: ]






[image: ]


























e)   Church of Alexander Nevsky 
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f)  David’s Citadel and Jesus’ Prison there 
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g)  Temple Area 
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h)   Western Wall 
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i)  The Huldah Steps  
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i)   The Golden Gate 











k)   Mikvah’ot  













l)  The Mikvah Trail South of the Huldah Steps 
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m)   The Pilgrim Road 











n)  Western Wall Tunnel 























o)   Pool of Bethesda beside the Church of St Anne 
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4) Places Connected With the Virgin Mary   

a) Crusader Church of St Anne  






















c)  The Milk Grotto in Bethlehem 

























d)  The Tomb of Mary in the Kidron Valley 
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e)  The Tomb of Joachim and Anna 


[image: ]




[image: ]


f)   The Dormition Abbey on Mt Zion 
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g)   Spring and Fountain of the Virgin, Ein Karem 
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h)  The Churches of Ein Karem 
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