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To Warren, with great appreciation for the wonderful job that you’ve done, and there’s nothing fishy about that remark.
L.J.A.

To Lee,
with thanks for the opportunity.
W.B.
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TO THE READER


Perhaps by now you have come across one of my “Draw 50” books, or perhaps this is the first one you’ve ever picked up. Either way, I hope to show you in this book how to draw a wide variety of fascinating sea creatures. I have a great love and respect for the other creatures of this earth and for that reason, I’ve chosen to go underwater and give you a sampling of the wonderful life-forms that live there.

At first glance, the drawings in this book may appear difficult. But if you take your time and carefully follow the step-by-step instructions for each illustration, you will be able to produce a satisfying finished drawing.

To begin, you will need only clean paper, a pencil with moderately soft lead (HB or No. 2), and a kneaded eraser (available at art supply stores). Select the illustration you want to draw, and then very lightly and carefully, sketch out step number one. Then, also very lightly and carefully, add step number two to step number one. These steps, which may look the easiest, are the most important. A mistake here can ruin your entire drawing at the end. And remember to watch not only the lines themselves, but the spaces between the lines to make sure that they are the same as for the drawing in the book. As you sketch out these first steps, it might be a good idea to hold your work up to a mirror. Sometimes the mirror shows that you’ve twisted the drawing off to one side without being aware of it.

In each drawing, the new step is shown darker than the previous one so that it can be clearly seen. But you should keep your own work very light. Here’s where the kneaded eraser will come in handy; use it to lighten your work after each step.

When you have finished your picture, you may want to go over it with some India ink. Apply this with a fine brush or pen. When the ink has thoroughly dried, erase the entire drawing with the kneaded eraser. The erasing will not affect the India ink.

The most important thing to remember is that even if your first attempts are not as good as you would like them to be, you should not get discouraged. Like any other talent, whether it be performing gymnastic feats or playing the piano, drawing takes practice to do your best.

Though there are many ways to learn how to draw, the step-by-step method used in this book should start you off in the right direction.

LEE J. AMES
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