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“To all the animals in the barnyard. You are special!”

Once upon a time, on a busy farm lived a gentle horse named Elmer.
He was strong and kind, but he had one thing the other animals never let him forget – 

his very 

large..

behind.
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The chickens clucked and flapped their wings.
“Fatty Fatty Two by Four, can’t fit through the barnyard door!”
The goats bleated, “Careful, Big-Behind Blunder! Don’t knock down the fence when you turn around!”

Elmer tried to hold his head high, but the names hurt his feelings. 

[image: ]

Farmer Brown’s News

One bright morning, Farmer Brown rang the brass bell. “All animals, gather round! This Saturday, we’ll hold the Great Farm Race. Anyone may enter. The winner will receive a shiny blue ribbon and the title of fastest on the farm!”

The animals erupted in chatter. “I’ll win!” mooed the cows.
“No, I will!” clucked the hens. The goats pranced and laughed. “Imagine Elmer trying to run! His behind will bounce him right off the track!” Elmer stayed quiet at the back of the crowd.
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Elmer’s Doubt

That night, Elmer stood in the pasture, staring at the stars.
What if they’re right? he thought. What if I lose? What if they laugh louder than ever? He sighed. 
“Maybe I shouldn’t race.”  
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Splash! Hershel the otter popped up from the pond. “Not race
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