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			Advance Praise for Pro-Child Politics

			 

			“A strange thing happens when you examine every cultural, economic, and national issue through the lens of child protection. You end up with conservatism. But not rigid or academic conservatism. Conservatism that speaks about who we are for, not what we are against. Pro-Child Politics is not only good for kids, but smart policy.”

			—Mollie Hemmingway, Editor-in-chief at
 the Federalist

			“We have utterly forsaken children in every area of life which is why my wife and I have dedicated our lives to ending policies that harm children. Our nation will crumble completely if we don’t make this the fight of our lives. Pro-Child Politics lays out the pro-active case of the what, when, and who of child defense. The answers? Engaging every area of politics, every pillar of culture and defending every segment of childhood innocence.”

			—Robby Starbuck, Director of 
The War on Children

			“Katy Faust is doing God’s work, leading a movement that puts children first, where they belong. Pro-Child Politics offers a blueprint for success for any political party that understands that happy healthy children are the key to a successful society. If you really want to change the world, prioritize the welfare of children over the desires of adults.”

			—Miranda Devine, New York Post columnist

			“There is no issue more vital to a nation than the moral, emotional, and spiritual wellbeing of its children. Civilizations rise and fall on the formation of future generations. And as the contributors of Pro-Child Politics show, the policy decisions the United States made yesterday is wreaking terrible costs on the children of today. But it is possible to turn back and restore America’s bright future prospects through politics that protect the most vulnerable citizens among us—our kids. This book not only explains how children are victimized when we get politics wrong, but how elevating children can make things right again—for all our sakes.”

			—Megan Basham, Daily Wire Culture Reporter and Author of Shepherds for Sale

			“Jesus makes it known in the gospel of Matthew that not only are we to protect children, we are to become like children in their innocence, goodness, and wonder. Pro-Child Politics addresses the fundamental dual flaws in modern society—our failure to both defend and identify with the needs of children. As adults, we quickly become self-interested, and politicians are no different, often taking care of their own best interests before those they are meant to represent, particularly those who cannot advocate for themselves. Pro-Child Politics offers a different perspective, a better perspective, putting the children first. A world that looks at politics through the lens of a child would not have closed schools or churches during the covid lockdown, would not be encouraging the surgical mutilation and chemical castration of children suffering gender dysphoria, and would not be enabling mass immigration which victimizes both native and immigrant children.

			“A pro-child politics is a better politics.”

			—Fr Calvin Robinson, Priest and Broadcaster

			“You don’t have to look far to realize our world has been turned wrong side out and this upheaval exacts the greatest toll on our children. We need guidance so that we that know better, and can do better. Pro-Child Politics is a compilation of compelling and expert voices that call us back to sanity and away from the cultural mire threatening to overwhelm our children and grandchildren. You are going to want a copy for every concerned friend you know.”

			—Lisa Bevere, New York Times
 Bestselling Author

			“This is a vitally important resource to understand the most critical and fundamental issue of our time: the rights of the defenseless children among us. In a day when parental rights are eroded by and abdicated to the state, it is incumbent upon every adult to stand firm for children’s rights. Pro-Child Politics equips the only people talking—adults—to represent the genuine interests of children on every major political issue. If we really want to be a moral and upright society, we have to take this seriously.”

			—Jenna Ellis, American Family Association
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			“Do it for the children.”

			They say it, we’re doing it.
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			Introduction

			Katy Faust

			Kids come last.

			In matters of culture and politics, the well-being of children never tops the list.

			This lack of child prioritization was on full display during the COVID lockdowns. We knew early on that the virus wasn’t a threat to most children, and that kids were not major vectors of COVID-19 transmission.1 We nevertheless sacrificed children’s physical, mental, and emotional health in the name of “stopping the spread.” The results were as predictable as they were avoidable. Shutting down youth sports, removing basketball hoops from public parks, and filling skate parks with sand in the name of “social distancing” has contributed to skyrocketing rates of child obesity.2 Some kids, especially the poor and marginalized, may never recover their educational losses after yearslong school closures. Our youngest children, deprived of normal human interaction due to masking and distancing during critical stages of development, battle speech and language delays. Despite evidence that screen-addicted children were struggling to engage with the real world, we forced them into “online learning,” aka screen-required “education” for eight hours a day. The increased screen time during lockdowns has yet to drop.3 The already sky-high rates of depression and suicide climbed further. Rates of overdose, self-harm, substance use, and claims for depression and anxiety disorders4 rose precipitously5 amid state-enforced peer isolation.

			How could we visit such devastation on our children? The ugly answer is because it served adults.

			Teachers claimed their students were potentially deadly and refused to teach in-person to “[protect] their health or even [their] lives.”6 Unions7 that lobbied for extended school closures8 received much more money and much less accountability for their actions.9 Public-service announcements instructed kids to stay home, not because it was good for them, but because it was good for Grandma.10 Journalist David Leonhardt11 succinctly described our pandemic response: “more harm to children in exchange for less harm to adults.” In short, we made kids sacrifice on our behalf.

			If only COVID lockdowns were the singular example of adults putting their interests before the needs of children. Parents regularly sacrifice for their children and put them first, as natural bonds often dictate. But beyond the home, there’s really no area in our society broadly, whether politics, culture, or economics, where we prioritize what is best for children. For example,

			•Forcing our children and grandchildren to pay for our mismanaged, superficial spending projects in the form of crushing taxes and debt

			•Environmental policy that elevates the value of dead trees over living children

			•Distorting the most fundamental aspects of children’s identities, whether race, gender, masculinity, femininity, or religious convictions, to advance ever-changing ideological narratives

			•Destroying the family bond a child has to his mother or father in service to an adult who desires a child

			•Economic policies that favor foreign businesses and foreign governments above children’s living standards

			•Violation of children’s right to life at the hands of the baby-making and baby-taking industries

			•Unserious immigration and foreign policy that result in a weaker, less secure country for future generations

			•An educational system that elevates adult employment over student achievement

			•Favoring adult access to digital technology and pornography above child development and child protection

			•“Green” energy subsidization that makes poor children poorer

			•Deluded policing policies that put children’s lives and safety at risk

			•Robbing children’s opportunities and innocence to advance corporate environmental, social and governance (ESG) scores

			When we prioritize adult desires and agendas, we force children to shoulder a load that we adults are unwilling to bear. When adults refuse to do hard things, we transfer the responsibility to our children and grandchildren, allowing their problems to multiply exponentially. Preference for our immediate comfort has made it much harder for the next generation to deal with debt, national security, open borders, economics untethered to fiscal reality, distorted human identity, and invasive technologies. By shirking the responsibility of addressing the problems when they were smaller, we adults become the perpetrators of grave intergenerational injustice.

			Children are the only demographic that would accept such a “you pay the lifelong price for my irresponsibility and misbehavior” trade. Anyone else would put up a fight and decry the injustice. A demographic with a voice would remove the powerful from office, open investigations, and sue you for dereliction of duty.

			But kids can’t fight back. They can’t defend their own rights, hire lawyers, lobby, submit amicus briefs, go on strike, or vote. Children depend entirely on the advocacy of adults. And the current crop of adults has refused to stand up for them. We’ve failed to perform our most fundamental duty of protecting the weak. The result is insecure, confused, broken children, and an insecure, confused, broken nation.

			The question we address in this book is, “What if we put children first?”

			What exactly would it look like to put them (the children) before us (the adults)? How could our society improve if we considered their rights, needs, and well-being before our own? I daresay that we would have secure, healthy, thriving children, and by extension a secure, healthy, thriving nation as well.

			I have been actively advocating for the rights of children above adult desires since 2018. My nonprofit, Them Before Us, is dedicated to defending each child’s right to his or her mother and father. But the reality is, children are being victimized in domains far beyond the family.

			The tagline for Pro-Child Politics is “Why every cultural, economic, and national issue is a matter of justice for children.” “Justice” is classically defined as “giving others what they are due.” But these days, we are far from giving children what they are due, what they deserve. Rather, we are taking from children. Taking, or more accurately stealing, their identity, their security, their potential, their opportunities, their health, their resources, their innocence, their money, their future, their families, and sometimes even their lives.

			In every area of politics, we are committing injustice against children. We adults—the strong—are committing a generational crime against the weak: children. It’s high time to apply the them before us perspective to every cultural, economic, and national issue.

			I alone cannot tell you how to do that. I may be an authority on marriage, modern families, reproductive technologies, adoption and surrogacy, but I’m no expert on policing, religious liberty, ESG, national security, or energy. The good news is, I know the people who are. And you are about to know them as well.

			The contributors in this book are authorities on their issues. You will be treated to the chairman of Promise Keeper’s take on masculinity. The founder of Moms for Liberty will detail the pitfalls of the US education system. The architect of the nearly forty-year-old Taxpayer Protection Pledge explains how high taxes hurt families and children. The man who has become a walking billboard declaring “children cannot consent to puberty blockers” will explain the dangers of the transgender movement. A veteran of the law firm renowned for defending religious liberty before the Supreme Court will explain why our first freedom is a matter of justice for children. These authors are experts and groundbreakers in their respective fields.

			Each contributor has masterfully distilled immense topics into one chapter. Each chapter transforms often complex issues into something understandable, tangible and actionable. They share stories of real-life children who’ve been harmed because we’ve failed to focus on these perpetual issues with a child-centric gaze. The authors highlight the most damaging counternarratives of their subject and explain how those lies harm kids; they then identify the truth and detail how those truths protect kids. They finish with real-world examples of how to change hearts and laws in favor of children.

			This book not only offers a child-centric understanding of all these critical topics, it tells you who you can trust when you need more information. You may find you need more than three thousand words to understand what’s happening in the realm of environmental policy. If so, you can check out the American Conservation Coalition, whose president penned our environment chapter. If you’re hungry for more information about femininity, there’s good news! Peachy Keenan wrote a whole book about it. If you want more details on how to protect kids from online pornography, the American Principles Project, for which Jon Schweppe is policy director, has everything you need to know.

			There probably isn’t another title at Amazon or on your shelf that covers both race and foreign policy, both masculinity and energy, both border security and digital technology. You can’t come up with nineteen more diverse topics than the ones you will find in the following pages. But each chapter has one overarching truth: when we believe the political lies, children are victimized.

			Pro-child politics require every adult to prioritize the rights and well-being of children above their self-interest. This means thinking beyond the effect of ideas and policy on the GDP, adult emotional fulfillment, or DEI scores. Our first question on every topic should be “What about the child?” How will this bill or cultural trend or international agreement advance children’s interests, needs, and rights? And if the answer is “It won’t,” then we must stand against it.

			In every area of politics, someone is going to have to sacrifice. For years, we have insisted that children sacrifice for adults. That has to change. It’s time to put them before us.

			
			
		


		
			CULTURAL

		


		
			Life

			Abby Johnson

			It was dark most of the time. Warm. He was happy there. He had only been alive for thirteen weeks. He could feel his heart beating, and he had just learned how to swallow. His mother’s name was Sarah. She knew about him. Well, she didn’t know he was a boy, but she knew he was there.

			His mother had plans and he was not part of them. She was in college. She wanted to be a doctor. She had a vacation planned with her friends. She just did not want him right now. It wasn’t a good time. She made her choice. She called the clinic and made the appointment.

			When his mother walked in on that Saturday, she was wearing sweatpants and a sweatshirt. The receptionist on the phone had told her to wear something comfortable. They called Sarah’s name and the baby’s world got brighter under the harsh examining room lights. He felt her lie down as she leaned back on the hard but padded table.

			He heard someone walk in. He heard whirring.

			Suddenly, it was not warm anymore. His heart was beating faster and faster. He didn’t feel happy anymore. Was this fear? Is that what he was feeling? Everything was so new to him. He only knew happiness. The surrounding softness was broken. He tried to move away. A new sensation. Pain. He felt something poking his body. Now, nothingness. His body was twisting and turning like clothes in a washing machine. Piece by piece, his body was torn out of his mother’s womb.

			I never touched that baby, knew his name, or said a word to him. But I watched him die, live, via ultrasound.

			At the time, I was the clinic director at Planned Parenthood, the country’s largest abortion provider. But watching that child recoil and try to escape the abortion doctor’s baby vacuum made me question all of the lies we’ve been told about life.

			Big Lies About Life

			Lie #1: We Don’t Know When Life Begins.

			“The embryo is clearly prehuman,” writes Leonard Peikoff for the pro-choice Ayn Rand Institute. “Only the mystical notions of religious dogma treat this clump of cells as constituting a person.”1

			“[L]ife begins at conception” is a religious, not scientific, concept” writes Dr. Richard J. Paulson for the American Society of Reproductive Medicine. “We, who dedicate our lives to helping patients achieve pregnancies and build their families, know that we do not create life in the laboratory. We do not witness a human death when an embryo fails to survive cryopreservation. We observe the continuous nature of human life, with fertilization representing only one key step…2

			“It’s just a clump of cells. If you get it early enough it doesn’t even look like a baby.”—Planned Parenthood receptionist.3

			One of the greatest lies of the life debate is the debate over when life actually begins. Not surprisingly, doctors in both the abortion industry and in vitro fertilization (IVF) industry have an interest in obscuring the scientific origins of life. Why is that? Leonard Peikoff, quoted above, tells us why.

			“[A]bortion rights advocates keep hiding behind the phrase ‘a woman’s right to choose.’ Does she have the right to choose murder? That’s what abortion would be, if the fetus were a person. The status of the embryo in the first trimester is the basic issue that cannot be sidestepped.”

			What this self-identified “objectivist” means is that life’s beginning is subjective, because pro-abortion advocates need to believe that a tiny baby isn’t a life to uphold their political and ethical priors. Those whose business involves the taking of little lives—of which both abortion and IVF are a part—need life to begin at some point other than conception. Because if it does, that would hinder their business that, as we will see, consumes hundreds of thousands of little lives annually.

			Lie #2: A Child’s Right to Life Depends on “Wantedness.”

			The other part of that lie is reflected in how differently people respond to pregnancy based on whether or not the child is wanted. If wanted, it’s a baby deserving of protection. If it’s unwanted, it’s just a “fetus,” which can be discarded. It’s a nonsensical position. That’s like saying a book lying on your bookshelf isn’t a book until you pick it up and read it.

			Do you remember when your mom was pregnant with your little brother or sister? Or maybe it was an aunt or a friend of your family that was expecting a baby. Maybe you attended a baby shower where the mom to be was given presents for her baby: a crib, baby clothes, and adorable stuffed animals.

			I bet you didn’t go to a “fetus shower,” though. No mom who is excited to have her baby calls it a fetus, even though that’s the scientific name for a baby growing inside a woman’s uterus. A woman who is pregnant and plans to have her baby will always refer to that growing child as a “baby.” Why? Well, because that’s what it is, of course—it’s a growing baby, a unique human being that is just as much of a human as you are, just younger and smaller.

			What about babies that are growing in their mother’s womb who won’t be allowed to make it to birth? They are often referred to as “fetuses” because they are unwanted. Their right to life isn’t protected because their parents don’t want them.

			If you believe this lie, then if children are unwanted, you can violate their right to life and force them out of existence through abortion. It also means that if a child is very wanted, you can violate some child’s right to life or right to their mother and father and force them into existence through technologies like IVF, sperm and egg donation, and surrogacy.

			Lie #3: Abortion Is Wrong, But IVF Is Good.

			The lie that “a baby isn’t a baby until it’s wanted” is the kind of lie that snowballs into countless others, leaving a tragic mess in its wake. Wantedness doesn’t determine our value. Our value and our dignity are determined at the moment of our conception. It’s a dignity that applies to babies made the old-fashioned way (sex) and babies made the new-fashioned way, through IVF.

			IVF means “in vitro fertilization,” that is, fertilizing a human egg “in vitro” or in glass. Basically, making babies in a Petri dish. About 2 percent of babies born in the US today are products of IVF. But many more babies created via IVF are never given the chance to be born at all.

			How the story is told is that a husband and wife want to have children but cannot seem to conceive a baby. So the husband and wife pay a scientist to make an embryo, aka baby, in a lab with the wife’s egg and the husband’s sperm. Then they implant the embryo into the biological mother. But not all the embryos. The fertility clinic will encourage them to discard the babies who aren’t “viable” or don’t make the grade or who are the wrong sex. If they aren’t discarded, they’re donated to research or frozen forever. The result is 92–97 percent of IVF babies will not be born alive.4 By the numbers, fertility clinics destroy more embryonic life each year than Planned Parenthood.5

			Lie #4: “My Body, My Choice.”

			Have you seen pictures in the news of women holding up these signs outside abortion clinics or at protests? The slogan “My body, my choice” refers to a woman’s decision to have an abortion, which is the intentional killing of her unborn baby by pills or surgery. She believes that she has every right to do so because she should be alkabouts. Last accessed May 30, 2024. https://www.walkabouts.com able to make decisions about her own body.

			It’s a talking point repeated by celebrities everywhere.

			–“I stand with the women …everywhere, who have the right to decide what happens to their bodies, as we all do.” Ellen DeGeneres

			–“Women should say, should do and feel and be exactly what they want. There should be nobody else telling them how to live their life, how to do [s----]…. Men should not make women’s choices—that’s all I have to say.” Billie Eilish

			–“This whole abortion law thing in America is a mess, I mean you’re completely taking away the rights of women and the ownership of the bodies that belong to them.” Liam Payne6

			I agree. Women should certainly be able to make decisions about their bodies. The problem is, when it comes to baby-making or baby-taking, there’s more than just the woman’s body involved.

			Conception—either in vitro or in the flesh—creates a new human being. The baby does rely on his/her mother’s body to grow and develop during the first nine months. However, that growing baby has his/her own body. He or she is not a new organ of his or her mother’s own body: he/she has their own heart, lungs, legs, arms, head, and hands. If the baby is unwanted, the mother isn’t deciding to remove a kidney or her appendix. When she decides to have an abortion, she’s not the one dead at the end of the procedure.

			It’s not her body, but thanks to contemporary law, it is her choice. She should not have that choice. No one should have that choice.

			How These Lies Harm Children

			Most human rights abuses rely on dehumanizing a certain people group; think about the “animalistic subhuman” label for Blacks during chattel slavery, or the Holocaust where Jews were regarded as an “illness spreading parasite.”7 Snuffing out the life of the unborn does too. That’s why we say “fetus” instead of “baby,” why we say “they aren’t real children yet” or “life doesn’t begin until birth.”

			These lies have real-world consequences. In 2023, 1,026,690 babies were aborted in the United States.8 That’s like wiping out the entire state of Delaware. When millions of women believe the lie that they are entitled to end their babies’ lives, and choose that option, millions of babies die. This lie has resulted in more than sixty million deaths through abortion over the last fifty years.9 That’s almost one-fifth of the population of our country.

			Believing lies about life is not only harmful to babies, but harmful to women, both physically and emotionally. The physical risks of abortion include hemorrhage (excessive bleeding), infection, retained parts of the baby left in the woman’s womb, sepsis (very serious infection), loss of fertility (the ability to have children), risk of breast cancer, and even death. The emotional consequences include an increased risk of depression, anxiety, and suicide.

			But it’s not just the abortion industry that is victimizing children. IVF routinely creates many more embryos than the couple would ever implant or raise, about fifteen embryos—each a tiny human being—for every cycle. If the baby is not donated to research or thrown out for being the wrong sex or having some kind of defect, most of them will be suspended in frigid orphanages. IVF has resulted in about 1.5 million “surplus” embryos sitting in frozen storage.10

			Even if that embryo is one of the lucky few who is not frozen or donated to research, they are still at risk. If the IVF baby is found to have a disability, the husband and wife may choose abortion so they don’t have a disabled baby. Abortion is even more common if that baby was implanted into someone else’s womb—a surrogate. Now you’ve not only paid the $15,000–$20,000 for IVF but the $100,000 for the use of another woman’s body. When someone is playing six figures for a baby, they want exactly what they ordered. Abortion clauses are included in many surrogacy contracts for that very reason.11

			But it’s not just the life of the child at risk with IVF. It’s their relationship with their own mom and dad as well. Once we figured out how to make babies in laboratories, we weren’t limited to using only the husband’s and wife’s gametes. Now we can use a stranger’s sperm or egg to make a baby. In fact, “intended parents” can browse online catalogs to shop for their child’s mother or father. They can design a baby based on race, education, hair color, eye color, and filter them just like filtering search results for a shirt they plan to wear to their sister’s baby shower. If these children are one of the 2 percent to 7 percent who make it through IVF alive, they will grow up being denied a relationship with their biological mother or father.12

			It’s a consumer world. And both the baby-taking industry and the baby-making industry are happy to accommodate. You order a baby and you order the shirt. You are unhappy with the baby; you are unhappy with the shirt. What’s the difference?

			Obviously, the difference is massive. A baby is a created human being with infinite value. Many such unique lives are ended because they are valued to the extent that they’re wanted—like a piece of merchandise. Fertility services, especially surrogacy, encourage this way of thinking by treating children as disposable designer products.

			The stakes are very high for babies in their tiniest forms, and each year, lies about life result in the destruction of a heartbreaking number of innocent children.

			The Truth About Life

			Truth #1: Life Begins at Conception.

			When conception happens, that is, when the sperm from the man is joined with a woman’s egg, an entirely new human being is created. Scientifically, this is the beginning of life. That’s an objective reality made irrefutable by modern ultrasound technology.

			When Roe was first passed, it was easier to believe that the pregnancy was just an undeveloped blob of cells. Now thanks to ultrasound, we can now see three- and four-dimensional images of babies in their mothers’ wombs. We watch those little hands and feet, and see these unborn children suck their thumbs. That’s how I learned that life in the womb existed, and that a woman was pregnant with a baby and not just a “clump of tissue” like maybe you’ve heard people say.

			Doctors have even performed surgeries on babies inside of their mother’s wombs. There is a famous photo from 1999 by photographer Michael Clancy that showed a twenty-one-week-old baby named Samuel grasping the hand of the surgeon who was attempting to fix his spina bifida in utero.13 A “clump of tissue” didn’t grab the doctor’s hand. A living baby did.

			The reality is, we do know when life begins—at conception, when the sperm and egg join. It’s both miraculous and simple. A new life gets half its DNA from its mother and half from its father. At that moment, a new genetic blueprint appears, sex is determined, blood type is determined, and a new set of fingerprints is designed. Mom + Dad = Baby. Easy, right?

			The new person is called an embryo. This is science;14 it’s not someone’s opinion. The embryo develops rapidly and is called by different names throughout its development in the womb, but right from conception, it is a new, living human being.

			Truth #2: Every Baby—Every Human—Has the Right to Life.

			Each of us is unique and unrepeatable. There was never another you in the past and there won’t be another you in the future.

			It doesn’t matter if babies are wanted or unwanted. They all have a right to life. It doesn’t matter if they are called babies or fetuses. It doesn’t matter if they were conceived at a fertility clinic or in the bedroom. It doesn’t matter if they are disabled or fully abled. All children, from the moment they are conceived, have inherent dignity, value, and a right to life, whether they are wanted or not. Every one of them has the right to live and not be killed because of their age (very, very young) or location (in the womb or test tube).

			Truth #3: It’s Not Her Body; It’s the Baby’s.

			Was baby Samuel just an organ in his mother’s body? Absolutely not! He was, and still is, his own person. While the nature of human development required that he be enveloped in his mother’s body, his life is distinct from his mother’s life. He has his own complete body, which is different from her body. He is a separate human being. In the end, the truth is simple: Abortion and (often) IVF kill innocent human beings. They take away human dignity and snuff out precious lives.

			How These Truths Protect Children

			As a parent, I will do anything to protect my kids, just as your own parents would do anything to protect you. Remember when you had to sit in a car seat and be buckled in tight? You had a booster seat that I’m sure you loved. You always had to wear your seat belt in the car. Your parents took you to the doctor when you were sick. Your parents made you wear sunscreen to protect you from painful sunburns. I’m positive you can think of a thousand examples of things your parents did in order to protect you. Because that was their job as parents! And if you didn’t have that kind of loving parents, I’m sure you can still feel the sting.

			Kids of all ages and sizes deserve protection, whether they are brand-new embryos, toddlers, or teenagers. Parents have a solemn obligation to protect our children and to value their lives, even before they are born.

			If we truly recognized and valued the dignity and life of every human child at every stage of development, it would mean that whether wanted or unwanted, both mother and father would reorient their life around the baby’s right to life. We would empathize with women in unplanned pregnancies, and with women struggling with infertility, but insist that no child’s right to life should be violated because of her longings, fears, or priorities. It would be a world where women with unplanned pregnancies are supported by extended families and church communities, even if they were the only parent willing to protect their baby. It would be a culture that says no to the consumerist mentality of the IVF industry and one that would recoil at the very suggestion of freezing “surplus” babies. It would be a nation where every life, disabled, or fully abled, would be welcomed into the world with rejoicing.

			Laws need to be fixed. Hearts need to be converted. Families need to be healed.

			Child Protection in Action

			In 2011, Texas passed the twenty-four-hour ultrasound law. It required that all women be shown an ultrasound of their baby by the physician performing their abortion at least twenty-four hours before the abortion.

			Because the majority of abortion facilities are not staffed with full-time doctors, this caused a problem for them. There was no doctor there to perform these ultrasounds twenty-four hours beforehand.

			This simple law closed down dozens of abortion facilities in the state.

			It was also common sense. Of course a woman should have all of the information available to her before she undergoes an invasive medical procedure. An ultrasound is part of her medical chart and should be shown to her.

			Two years later in the next legislative session, pro-life forces were able to defund the abortion industry. Our legislature voted to remove state dollars from any entity that provided abortions. This closed down even more facilities. It was an interesting move by the abortion industry. For years, these facilities had claimed that abortion was “only 3 percent” of their business yet losing “only 3 percent” of their budget forced them to close. Clearly, abortions make up a way more than 3 percent of their revenue. And clearly, the lies about trying to “prevent” abortion and being a leader in “family planning” had all been a farce. They were an abortion provider, plain and simple. The passage of this law exposed that truth.

			Several years later, pro-lifers were able to pass the Texas Heartbeat Act, which protected babies from the moment a heartbeat could be detected (usually around six weeks). Abortion numbers in Texas plummeted. The abortion industry was on edge. Criminal charges were on the line for any physician who crossed the line.

			The same legislative year, Texas passed the Human Life Protection Act, otherwise known as a “trigger ban.” The purpose of this law was to ban abortion at the moment of conception in the state of Texas should Roe be overturned. We didn’t know that was coming right around the corner.

			Little by little, pro-life advocates and pro-life legislators worked together to protect our most innocent brothers and sisters. It took time and we are still working.

			But we need more than legislation. The law is certainly a teacher, but it is not the only thing needed to change hearts. We are still a long way from making abortion unthinkable, which is the ultimate goal.

			
			
		


		
			Dr. Abby Johnson, CEO and founder of And Then There Were None and ProLove Ministries, author of Fierce Mercy, Unplanned, and The Walls Are Talking

			Abby Johnson went to work for Planned Parenthood believing she would be helping women. Working her way up from volunteer to director of one of their facilities, Abby had a surprising change of heart after witnessing a live ultrasound guided abortion procedure. It became clear that abortion did not provide the freedom she had promised so many women in those counseling rooms. Abby left her job in the abortion industry and has been sharing her experiences ever since.

			Her story was chronicled in a bestselling book, Unplanned, which was later turned into a major motion picture with the same name. She has gone on to write several other books, including The Walls Are Still Talking and Fierce Mercy.

			She is the CEO of two successful prolife nonprofits and hosts her own podcast, Politely Rude. One of Abby’s ministries, And Then There Were None, has helped almost seven hundred abortion workers leave the abortion industry and come into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

		


		
			Masculinity

			Ken Harrison

			When I was a Los Angeles police officer, I wanted to be a cold-blooded, hardened gunfighter who took vengeance on the wicked. I grounded my identity in the role, and I thought that’s who I was until one of the most horrific cases of my life: a horrific child-abuse situation.

			I partnered with a man named James. He was one of my best friends, a huge bodybuilder, and the father of a five-year-old daughter. I wasn’t married and had no kids at the time, but I was known as a Christian around the station, which is why our sergeant assigned us this case.

			When James and I arrived on the scene, we met a five-year-old girl whom I will never forget. She was wearing a yellow dress with a matching ribbon in her hair: beautiful, smiling, and completely innocent. She was so innocent that there was no hint of hatred or shame or bitterness in her voice when she described her sexual abuse to me in detail—only sadness.

			Every week, her father, her uncle, and her father’s best friend abused her.

			We took her to the hospital for medical treatment and then to her mother, who had left the father a few months earlier. Typically, after establishing that the little girl was safe with her mother, we would leave and refer the case to the child-abuse detectives. But as we were leaving, the mother said, “I’m worried about my son. He’s with their father.”

			The father lived only two miles away, and we rushed to his apartment. We climbed the filthy stairs of a rickety apartment to meet a monster who represented the worst of what men can become. We stood in the dark outside a dilapidated door. I drew my pistol and kicked the door off its hinges.

			The father jumped out of bed. He was naked, and so was the toddler in bed with him. I holstered my gun and crossed the room, closing my left fist around his throat and starting to throw a punch with my right. James’s massive forearm swept me back from the man as he jammed his Beretta 9mm against the man’s temple and started to pull the trigger. He was strong, but he was totally out of control.

			From the corner of my eye, I could see the little boy standing on the bed, staring at us.

			Just as James was about to shoot, I jammed my finger behind the trigger on his weapon to prevent him from firing it. James screamed and cussed as we fell to the ground. I kept punching him with my free hand as he twisted the gun, trying to free it. At that moment, a lieutenant appeared in the door, shocked to see his officers on the ground fighting over a gun.

			Lieutenants normally didn’t leave the station, and James’s shock at seeing our commanding officer standing over us allowed me to wrest away his gun and slide it across the floor.

			We booked the father and returned the boy safely to his mother. We finished our reports, omitting the part about James nearly executing a man. But James looked at me with disgust. “You should have let me kill him,” he said. “He’ll just hurt more kids.” The next day, James asked for a new partner, and he never spoke to me again.

			Big Lies About Masculinity

			Lie #1: Masculinity Means Machismo.

			I let go of my vigilante mentality that day, but it wasn’t easy to do the right thing. As a child, I was taught Christian love and restraint, but growing into adulthood, the message was that being a man meant doling out violent justice as I saw fit.

			I had a choice to make and thankfully, my biblical upbringing—that being a man required mercy and loving one’s enemies, was stronger than what I’d learned elsewhere. Even this monster of a man deserved a fair trial and a chance at repentance. His wife and kids deserved the chance to face him and begin healing. Those things could not have happened if I had let my friend James kill this man in cold blood.

			But I don’t blame James. Like me, and like so many other men in the latter half of the twentieth century, he grew up in a world where “real men” drank a lot, suppressed all emotions, and slept with many women. “Real men” didn’t spend time with their children unless it was to briefly appease their mother. “Real men” were emotionless and impervious to hurt. “Real men” were macho.

			How did we come to think like this? Traditionally, men have occupied roles that hold authority and come with the responsibility to protect and provide for women and children. It’s obvious that physical traits like superior strength and high testosterone levels equip men for these jobs.1 Unfortunately, these natural advantages are not always geared toward providing and protecting. Biologically speaking, men’s greater physical power and stronger sex drive also allow some men to exploit women.2 And the fact that women, not men, get pregnant means that men need not take responsibility when they father children.

			For much of history (and still today, in places) this out-of-bounds drive resulted in the practice of polygamy. Christian civilization largely stamped out that custom, choosing instead to harness male strength toward the building, protecting, and leading of families. But during the twentieth century, as the Christian influence on American society weakened, aspects of the old masculinity reemerged.

			The idea that men should be protectors and gentlemen became offensive to sexual revolutionaries. They viewed it as a kind of condescension—men, from a place of strength, bending low on behalf of those who can’t match it: women and children. They were ridiculed for it. So men began to abandon gentlemanly restraint, but maintained their worst desires.

			Legal changes didn’t help. No-fault divorce broke down
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