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    May the Holy Spirit reveal these things, more fully and powerfully, to our hearts, so that we may have a deeper sense of the conduct and character that are worthy of the high calling with which we are called. Enlightening the eyes of your understanding, that you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of the might of His power, Which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet, Ephesians 1: 18-23

      

    


Introduction

FIRST OF ALL, WE WILL say that the first five books of the Bible are called the "Pentateuch" because this word means, precisely, five books. These books, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, were written by Moses and are identified in the Holy Scriptures as the Law. Although the literary paternity of Moses has been questioned, both conservative scholars and archaeological discoveries confirm Moses as the author, which is also accepted by most believers. In this regard we can mention Biblical quotations from the Old and New Testament. In the Old Testament, the book called Deuteronomy says in its chapter 31, when relating the last instructions to the people of Israel:

"And Moses wrote this law, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel" (v. 9).

"And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until it was finished, that Moses commanded the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and set it by the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may stand there as a witness against you”. (v. 24-26).

On the other hand, and already in the New Testament, in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, in chapter 7, we find other significant quotes in the famous speech of Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian church, when he reminded his listeners of the history of the people of Israel in the time of Moses' leadership:

"This is the same Moses who said to the children of Israel, "God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your brethren”. This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, and who received words of life to pass them on to you”. (v. 37-38).

The Hebrew title of the first book of the Pentateuch is the initial word be-re-shith, which is the Hebrew word with which the work begins and which is translated "in the beginning".

The name "Genesis" comes from the Septuagint. The Septuagint is a Greek translation of the Old Testament, originally written in Hebrew. The translation was made in Alexandria at the request of Ptolemy Philadelphus, approximately between 285 and 247 BC. The historian Josephus tells us that this version was made by 72 priests (hence the name "Septuagint") over a period of 72 days. In this group there were 6 priests from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. This translation of the Old Testament was used by Jesus Christ and by the apostle Paul, who quoted parts of it and is older than any of the Hebrew texts of the Old Testament existing today.

The title "Genesis" was later adapted by the Latin Vulgate, the name given to the Bible translated into Latin by Jerome at the end of the 4th century.

Genesis means "origins", "source", "birth". The latter is the closest to the original meaning. The English title is derived from the Greek verb "genao", which means to beget or give birth. Genesis is thus the book of beginnings or origins. More specifically, we could say that it is the book of births, which is often overlooked. It is the book of generations.

Expressed in a few words, this book is the record of the family tree of the Jews. It is the genealogy of the heavens, the earth and the human being. Some even believe that Genesis 3:15 suggests a new birth and the first mention of a Redeemer.

The book of Genesis, which begins the Old Testament, is one of the 2 key books of the Bible. The other key book is the Gospel according to Matthew, which begins the New Testament. These two books are essential for the understanding of the Holy Scriptures.

Before beginning this study, I would like to suggest that you read the entire book of Genesis. It would be preferable that you read it in one sitting, although I recognize that it may be impossible for you to do so. The truth is that I myself have not been able to read it all at once, having had to do so in several sessions because of interruptions. However, if it were possible for you to read all of Genesis in one sitting, you will see that it has its advantages and that it is worth it.

Let me present you with a panoramic view of Genesis. An overview that encompasses the whole spectrum of the book. There are certain details that you should note, because the book of Genesis is really related to the totality of the Scriptures. The truth is that this work mentions certain terms for the first time: creation, man, woman, sin, Sabbath, marriage, family, work, civilization, culture, murder, sacrifice, races, languages, redemption and cities.

You will also find phrases that are repeated very often. For example, the phrase "these are the generations of" is an important expression used frequently because the book of Genesis details the families of early history. For us this is important, being members of the human family that begins here.

Likewise, the Biblical text describes several very interesting characters. Someone has called Genesis "the book of biographies". These characters are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Pharaoh, and Jacob's eleven sons, plus Joseph. You will find that God is continually blessing Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. You will also observe that those who are associated with these characters, such as Lot, Abimelech, Potiphar, the butler, and Pharaoh, are also blessed by God.

In this book you will see mention of the covenant. There are frequent appearances of the Lord to the patriarchs. The altar occupies a prominent place. Jealousy in the home appears here. Egypt is presented to us in this book as in no other. Judgments on sin are also mentioned, and there are occasions when the guidance of Providence is evident.

As we move forward in the study, we have to remember something Browning wrote years ago, in the funeral composition of a grammarian: "Imagine the whole, then deal with the parts. Imagine the structure, quietly, whenever you build, whenever you strike hard making fire leap from the quartz, whenever you tap the mortar lightly to form the brick)”. In other words, look for and get the total picture or image of this book. I often tell students that there are two ways to study the Bible; one, with the telescope and the other, with the microscope. At first, you need to see a telescopic view. Then study it with the microscope.

A great preacher of the past, named Robinson, from England, has written something that I would like to write, indelibly, in the minds and hearts of God's people of our time. This preacher says, in his work "The Personal Life of the Clergy":

"We live in an age of books. They are coming out for us and profusely from publishers in increasing multitudes. And we are always reading manuals, textbooks, articles, devotional books, critical books, books on the Bible, books on the Gospels. All of them are greedily devoured. But how much time and effort do we devote to the consideration of the Gospels themselves? We are constantly tempted to imagine that we get something good more quickly by reading some modern statement of truth, which we find comparatively easy to assimilate because it is presented to us in a form and from a point of view with which our education, or perhaps partly by association, makes us feel familiar. But the good that we get easily is not that which penetrates more deeply into our being, becoming a lasting possession. It would be well to realize, with utter simplicity, that nothing worth possessing is to be obtained without achieving a victory. The great truths of nature are not offered to us in such a form as to be easy to grasp. The treasures of grace must be sought with all the skill and energy characteristic of the man who is searching for precious pearls".

I like this statement because I believe that the Bible itself will speak to our hearts in a way that no other book can. Therefore, we have included the text of Scripture in our study. In our day, new translations are appearing; in fact, they are coming off the presses as rapidly and prolifically as some animal species multiply. However, I prefer the versions that most literally reproduce the original text. I refuse to substitute the force of genius for the bland, colorless, insipid mediocrity of our time.

Main divisions of the book

Where would you divide the book if you were to divide it into two parts? Notice that the first eleven chapters constitute a whole and that, beginning with chapter 12 and continuing to the end of the book, we find a completely different section. The two parts differ in several ways. The first section extends from creation to Abraham. The second section spans from Abraham to Joseph. The first section deals with major themes, themes that occupy the minds of many people today: creation, the Fall, the Flood, the Tower of Babel. The second section focuses on personalities: Abraham, the man of faith; Isaac, the beloved son; Jacob, the chosen and chastened son; and Joseph, in his sufferings and glory.

Although this is an important division, there is another even more significant division. It has to do with the time factor. The first eleven chapters cover a minimum time period of two thousand years—actually, more than two thousand years. I think it would be prudent to say that they cover a few hundred thousand years. I think this first section of Genesis could cover any length of time you need to fit your particular theory and even then, there is a chance that you would fall short. At least we know that the book spans, in its first eleven chapters and at a minimum, about two thousand years. But the second section, of thirty-nine chapters, covers only three hundred and fifty years. In fact, beginning with Genesis chapter 12 and going through all the epochs of the Old and New Testaments, a period of time of only two thousand years is covered. Consequently, as far as time is concerned, you would be halfway through the Bible when covering the first eleven chapters of Genesis.

This should suggest to your mind, to your heart, that God had a definite purpose in leaving us this first section. Do you think God is placing more emphasis on the first section or on the rest of the Bible? Is it not evident that he is placing greater emphasis on the last part? The first section has to do with the universe and creation, but the last section deals with man, the nations and the person of Jesus Christ. God was more interested in Abraham than in the whole of the created universe. Today I can tell you that God is more interested in you, and that He places more value on you than on the entire physical universe. Because He wants to establish a relationship with you, with me, with each one of us. That is why in the New Testament, in the gospel according to John, in chapter 3:16, we find these words:

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”.

Let me illustrate this further. Of the eighty-nine chapters of the four Gospel accounts, only four chapters cover the first thirty years of the life of the Lord Jesus, while eighty-five chapters are devoted to recounting the last three years of His life, and twenty-seven chapters are devoted to recounting the last eight days of His life. Where do these examples indicate that the Spirit of God places the emphasis? It is clear that the emphasis falls on the last part, on the eight days recounted by the twenty-seven chapters. And what are the chapters about? The death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. And this is the important part of the Gospel narrative. In other words, God has provided the Gospels so that you can believe that Christ died for our sins and rose again for our justification. This is essential. This is an extremely important truth.

I would say that the first eleven chapters of Genesis are simply an introduction to the Bible and that we should consider them that way. This does not mean that we are going to skip over those eleven chapters. Indeed, we will spend quite a bit of time on them.

Genesis is the "nursery" of the Bible. Here we find the beginning, the origin, the birth of everything. The book of Genesis is precisely like the bud of a marvelous rose, which spreads throughout the rest of the Bible. Truth is found here in embryonic form.

One of the best divisions that can be made of this book is based on genealogies, that is, on families.

(Genesis 1-2:6) Book of the Generations of the Heavens and the Earth. 
(Genesis 2:7-6:8) Book of the Generations of Adam.
(Genesis 6:9-9:29) Generations of Noah.
(Genesis 10:1-11:9) Generations of the Sons of Noah. 
(Genesis 11:10-26) Generations of the Sons of Shem. 
(Genesis 11:27-25:11) Generations of Terah. 
(Genesis 25:12-18) Generations of Ishmael. 
(Genesis 25:19-35:29) Generations of Isaac. 
(Genesis 36:1-37:1) Generations of Esau. 
(Genesis 37:2-50:26) Generations of Jacob (Genesis 37:2-50:26) Generations of Isaac. 
(Genesis 36:1-37:1) Generations of Isaac (Genesis 36:1-37:1) Generations of Esau. 
(Genesis 37:2-50:26) Generations of Jacob.
The description of these families is presented in the book of Genesis, which is, therefore, a book of families. This point of view will help us in the consideration of this amazing book.

I will now present a general outline of this book, in order to visualize the two main divisions of the book and their corresponding subdivisions, headed by the main events and characters.

General outline

I. Entrance of sin on earth, chapters 1 -—11.

A. The creation, chapters 1 and 2. 
B. The fall, chapters 3 and 4. 
C. The flood, chapters 5 -—9. 
D. The tower of Babel and the confusion of tongues, chapters 10 and 11.
II. Preparation for the coming of the Redeemer of all mankind chapters 12 -—50. In this section we find the accounts of the history of the following characters:

A. Abraham (the man of faith), chapters 12 -—23. 
B. Isaac (the beloved son), chapters 24 -—26. 
C. Jacob (example of "whom the Lord loves, He chastens"), chapters 27 -—36. 
D. Joseph (the experiences of suffering and glory), chapters 37 to 50.
After this brief introduction to the book of Genesis, we are ready to begin our study, starting with the first chapter.

But first it is important to emphasize that, apart from what scientists and theologians pretend to see—especially in the account of creation—this is not a scientific book on creation but, rather, it contains an account of the most relevant aspects of the origin of the universe. In it we find a description of what God did and wants to do for human beings in the course of history, narrated and explained in a way that is understandable, not only for the generation of the 21st century, but for people of all times.

This work does not have a scientific objective. It is a history of God's relationship with mankind that has a spiritual objective. This is, in short, the purpose of this book and, specifically, of the first eleven chapters.

Chapter 1

Theme: Creation of the universe; construction of the earth; first day -—light; second day -—air spaces; third day -—dry land and plant life; fourth day -—appearance of the sun, moon and stars; fifth day -—animal life; sixth day -—fecundity of animal life; the creation of man.

Creation of the universe

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1).

This is the most profound and significant statement that has ever been made. And yet we can see that it is a statement that has certainly been called into question in our time. I think this verse is all we have as far as creation itself is concerned—with the exception of the creation of man and animals, as we shall see later in this book. But this is the story of creation and I must admit that it is, indeed, a brief, concise account.

On one occasion the editor of a newspaper was touring, at night, the offices of his reporters, when he noticed that one of them was writing a long article on a subject that the editor considered to be of little importance. "Write it up, summarize it!" he said to him. "After all, in the book of Genesis, the story of creation was told in 282 words”. The reporter replied, "Yes, but I've always thought that over the course of time we would have avoided a lot of discussion if someone had simply written another 200”.

It is interesting to note that God has indeed given us an abridged edition. And the question arises, what was He thinking when He transmitted this particular section to us? What was the author's purpose here? Was it to teach Geology? There is much controversy and disagreement at this specific juncture.

In some countries, the Biblical view of creation has been included in science textbooks, which must have satisfied some. But the question arises as to what level of knowledge of the Christian message or Biblical knowledge those teachers teaching the subject may have, in order to expose such a view in a proper way.

A biology professor once remarked with obvious irony that teaching the so-called "creation theory" makes as little sense as teaching about a stork theory in a scientific course on reproduction. Such a comment reveals an antagonistic attitude toward the Bible, as well as little knowledge of it. It could be retorted, with equal irony, that the Bible deals quite literally with questions of reproduction without citing a stork theory at all, and does provide a coherent account of the creation story.

The problem of the origin of life provokes heated debates, extravagant theories and great disagreements. More than any other subject. Human hypotheses arise and, as a result, it seems to rise like a murmur of voices that has muffled the clear voice of God. At present, there are two extreme groups that have created confusion on this subject, muddying the waters of understanding, due to their dogmatic assumptions and assertions. The first group is formed by arrogant scientists who assume that biological and philosophical evolution is an indisputable truth. They have adopted the axiom of the "certain findings of science," and we will talk about that in a few moments. The second group is composed of theologians, also arrogant, who presume to have discovered and to know how God has acted. They write and talk about some ingenious theory that reconciles science and the Bible and look down on the great Biblical expositors of the past.

I would say that both groups would do well to meditate on that statement of the Lord, when He appeared to the patriarch Job. It is found in the book of Job,

(Job 38:4) "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.

In other words, God is saying to man, "You speak of the origin of the universe, but you do not know where you were when I laid the foundations of the earth”.

There are many theories about how the world originated, but all of them can be reduced and adapted to a classification into two categories: one is creation and the other is speculation. All theories can, therefore, be included in one of these two classes.

The theory of evolution has diversified and has given rise to many different theories. Some of the most prestigious scientists of the past and of our time reject it. So we cannot consider this theory as scientific as the statement that 2 + 2 = 4. Furthermore, we have the account of creation in Genesis 1, which must be accepted by faith, and it is very interesting that God has arranged it this way, that is, that "by faith" is the only way by which you can accept this account. Notice what the author of the letter to the Hebrews says:

(Hebrews 11:1-3) "...faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the ancients received approval. By faith we understand that the universe was prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made of visible things”.

So the big problem still remains: How did things come from nothing to something? In what way have things been made from nothing? The only way you can get an answer is through faith or through speculation, and, by the way, speculation is unscientific.

Let us then consider some of the theories of origins. There are those who tell us that we should accept the scientific answer, but I ask, what is the scientific answer? What science are we talking about? As early as 1806 Professor Lyell stated that the French Institute had listed no less than 80 geological theories contrary to the Bible account. However, none of these theories remain valid today.

Moses was the human instrument used to write the book of Genesis and I think he would smile at all the fuss and strife that arises today over the creation story. For Moses did not write it with the intention of writing a scientific report. The apostle Paul, in his second letter to Timothy 3:16-17, explains to us the purpose of all the Holy Scriptures:

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, equipped for every good work”.

We see that the purpose of the Bible is to teach about righteousness and not geology or biology. It was written to describe man's relationship with God, and what his requirements are, what God expects of man and what man must do to be saved. You could very well write, on the first part of the book of Genesis, the following question: What must I do to be saved?

Moreover, if God had presented a scientific text on creation, how many people of Moses' time could have understood it? And how many people of our time would understand it? You must remember that the Bible has not only been written for learned professors but also for simple people of all times and all peoples. If it had been written in the scientific language of Moses' day, it would certainly have been rejected.

Men have proposed several solutions about the origin of the universe. One of them is that it is an illusion, which is contrary to reality, although there are those who accept this theory. Others believe that the universe arose spontaneously out of nothing. (In a sense, this is what the Bible affirms, although it goes further by saying that it arose or began to exist by the word of God, who created it). Another view holds that the universe had no origin because it existed eternally, forever. A fourth point of view states that it was created, and from there it diversifies into several theories through which it is tried to explain the origin of the universe.

I have before me some of the theories that have been presented in the course of human history. I think it is appropriate to quote the opinion of Dr. Harlow Shapely, former director of the Harvard Observatory, who commented that we are still immersed in a profound ignorance about the world in which we live. He said: "We have made very little progress in relation to the supposed full scope of knowledge beyond the level of wisdom acquired by racially experienced animal beings. Of course, we are no longer frightened by strange shrieks in the dark, nor are we completely superstitious in the face of death. On many occasions, we are boldly rational. Nevertheless, we know to what extent the unknown surpasses our knowledge”. In other words, we are in absolute darkness as to the origin of this earth on which we live.

Another scientist, Dr. Loren Eiseley, asked about this, responded:

"We know no more about matter and how it is produced than we know about spiritual matters. Therefore, and in our present state of knowledge, I think it is unwise to say that one knowledge excludes the other. The universe seems to exist as a series of emergent levels, (placed one above the other), none of which is like the level below. It is undeniable that man and all other living beings have evolved and changed, but we do not know what lies behind these external manifestations. I wish I could answer your question, but covering my ignorance with eloquent words would benefit no one".

An article written in 1961 said that mankind was on the verge of discovering the mystery of the origin of the world. And, by the way, nothing new has been heard about it since then.

Biologist Edwin Conklin, speaking on evolution, stated that the possibility of life having originated by accident is "comparable to the possibility of an entire dictionary arising from the explosion of a printing press”. This opinion, coming from a scientist, sounds unscientific, but it is true.

There are at least 3 theories about the origin of the universe, even suggested by astronomers, and it is interesting to take note of them, albeit briefly. One is known as the "steady state" theory, the second is the "big bang" theory and the third is the "oscillating universe" theory.

One scientist, Dr. William Baum, said that recent discoveries tend to rule out the "steady state" theory, or continuous creation model, which holds that the universe has always existed and that new matter is continually being created, in the form of hydrogen atoms or neutrons. Years ago this was the most accepted theory, which was replaced by another theory to explain the origin of the universe.

Dr. Baum apparently endorsed the "big bang" theory that a big explosion took place billions of years ago, which was the starting point of the universe, which would have come out of nowhere at some point in the remote past, with the expectation that 10 billion years from now there will probably be another one. I think that such a possibility of a catastrophe should not worry us too much, although this is an interesting theory, which comes from Great Britain.

Although other scientists have tried to find evidence that the universe is eternal, proposing that the "big bang" or big explosion was actually a big bounce and that the universe contracts and expands like an accordion, completing a cycle of expansion and contraction approximately every hundred billion years. This was the theory of an "oscillating universe" which needs no beginning and was advocated by Carl Sagan and Isaac Asimov. Here it is worth remembering the 2 laws of thermodynamics. According to the first, the current amount of energy in the universe remains constant but, according to the second, the usable amount of energy in a closed system (such as the universe) decreases. Everything tends to disorder and the universe is running out of energy. So, instead of rebound, we should speak of crushing. And it is interesting that the astronomer Robert Jastrow has suggested that the reluctance of many scientists to accept a principle of the physical universe comes from their conviction that science is able to explain everything.

There are other ways to explain the origin of the human being. Dr. Lawrence S. Dillon says that man is not an animal but a plant that evolved from a brown seaweed. He believes that all animal beings are, in reality, a type of highly modified vegetable, derived, through a process of about a billion years, from a common family of the aforementioned brown seaweed. It seems that some have been looking for our ancestors in the wrong place! Some, looking at trees and now, looking at algae on beaches ...Let me add that some speculations could border on the ridiculous.

Quite some time ago I read in a leading secular journal the following statement: "after centuries of acrimonious discussions about the origin of life on earth, an impressive answer is emerging from the patient and astute work being done in laboratories around the world". One might think that by now we would be hearing some straightforward or at least somewhat encouraging answers. However, none of this has been heard and it doesn't even look like there will be any news any time soon.

In practice, the dogma followed by scientists is based on the fact that, in the face of archaeological discoveries of historical and cultural objects, in terms of dating, these should be ordered in such a way that the simplest or coarser ones should be attributed to a date prior to the more advanced or elaborate ones, regardless of the place where they were found. In this sense, it has been puzzling to discover objects from more advanced civilizations below other cultures that apparently came from a prehistoric era.

The theory of evolution is subdivided according to different aspects and points of view. It has never been proven to be accurate. It is unfortunate to meet, at the level of people who supposedly belong to a scientific level, teachers in public schools (for example), who teach science but who are not in a position to teach an objective, unbiased point of view on this subject, because at university they had access to only one point of view.

Even among scientists, there is no unanimous acceptance of the theory of evolution. One of them, who considers himself an evolutionist, writes the following, in his book "The Implications of Evolution": "There is a theory which states that many animals can be observed to undergo, in the course of time, changes which result in the formation of new species. This can be called the "special theory of evolution" or microevolution, which can be demonstrated, in certain cases, by means of experiments. On the other hand, there is the theory that all living forms in the world have arisen from a single source, which in turn came from an inorganic form. This is the "general theory of evolution" or macroevolution, and the evidence in support of it is not sufficiently firm to allow us to consider it anything more than a working hypothesis”. The latter is classical evolution, which is taught in textbooks and zoology courses.

Now, let us listen to the opinion of Dr. Heribert Nilsson, Swedish evolutionary botanist: "My attempts to prove evolution by experiments, carried out for more than 40 years, have completely failed ...At least, I could hardly be accused of having started with preconceived anti-evolutionary views.......It can be firmly maintained that it is not possible to caricature paleo-biological facts ...The fossil material is at present so complete that it has proved impossible to construct new classes, and the lack of transitional series cannot be explained as due to a shortage of material. The deficiencies are real. They will never be filled ...The idea of evolution is based on pure belief”.

To my mind, this scientist is moving into the area of religion! Dear friend, to be an evolutionist you must have faith. Evolution is and has always been a form of speculation. But, unfortunately, many people have accepted it as a fact, as a reality.

In our next episode we will finalize our considerations on these theories, culminating with the statements of the Word of God in this regard.

Genesis 1:1

IN OUR PREVIOUS EPISODE we had started with the first sentence from the Bible, and from the book of Genesis, found in Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth".

Today we will finish examining the theories on the origin of life and we will continue with the affirmations that the Word of God offers in this regard.

Concluding our brief commentary on theories of evolution, it would be convenient to summarize our considerations. In our previous episode we spoke of two meanings of evolution: the first, special evolution (or micro evolution), based on experiments, and the second, general evolution (or macro evolution). The followers of this system assume that the latter, the general theory of evolution or biological macro evolution, is established as a law of nature. They apply this concept to the spheres of history, philosophy, ethics and religion. Thus, we now speak of a third meaning, the so-called evolutionism, which is not really a scientific theory, but rather a broader concept. It refers to an evolutionary philosophy, according to which the whole of life is seen as a great development from lower to higher forms, leading to a continuous and inexorable improvement of mankind. For some, evolutionism has become a pseudo-religion, a faith system that competes with Christianity for people's adherence.

There is also a group of theologians who, not wanting to be defined as intellectual obscurantists, have adopted what is known as "theistic evolution", which tries to reconcile the creative action of God with the postulates of evolution. Of this theory, the scientist Kirtly Mather says: "when a theologian accepts evolution as the process used by the Creator, he must be willing to hold to this option in all its aspects. It is not only an orderly but also a progressive, continuous process. The golden age of man, if it exists, lies in the future, not in the past ...Moreover, the creative process of evolution must not be interrupted by any supernatural intervention. The evolution of the first living cell from pre-existing non-living matter may represent a quantum leap rather than an infinitesimal step on the path of progress, but it is an entirely natural development”.

Theistic evolution is probably the most unrealistic of all theories. It is almost an irrational dogma and an illogical position. There are some who are trying to run with the hares and the hounds. That is, they would like to move forward with the unbelievers but carry the Bible under their arm. And it is difficult to do both. It's like that ancient Greek race in which the contender rode with one foot on one horse and the other foot on a second horse. All went well as long as the two horses stayed on the same course. But when one of the horses decided to change direction, the rider had to decide which one to stay on. This is the situation of the theistic evolutionist who, incidentally, usually ends up riding the wrong horse.

There is a lot of misinformation, even in the minds of intelligent people. And, as an example, I read a clipping from a secular magazine published several years ago. It proposed a question and then answered it. The question was, what is, according to Biblical data, the date of the creation of the world? And the answer offered was: "the year 4,004 B.C”. How can one come to such a ridiculous conclusion?

In an article in "Life" magazine on the origin of life, it was stated that at an indeterminate moment in the history of the universe - according to some, 2 billion years ago, and according to others, 1.5 billion years ago - life miraculously appeared on the surface of the abyss. Science cannot specify the form that life took. All that can be said, according to this article, is that through some agent or action, certain giant molecules acquired the ability to duplicate themselves. Dear friend, are you willing to accept such a theory?

Other ridiculous assumptions have also been promoted, such as the assumption that man originated on earth from waste left on earth in the distant past by some prehistoric intelligence. And this claim was made by a scientist! While some scientists sent us to look for our ancestors in the trees, others directed us to look in the algae, and finally we were directed to look in the garbage. Isn't it true that this is going from bad to worse? I don't know what you think, but I believe that God's statement about creation still stands firm in our modern age.

Here is a famous definition of evolution, formulated by Herbert Spencer: "It is an integration of matter and a concomitant dissipation of motion during which matter passes from a state of indefinite and incoherent homogeneity to a state of definite and coherent heterogeneity in which the conserved motion undergoes a parallel transformation".

You can meditate on this definition, dear friend. But for me it makes more sense to read the sentence: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". Who created this universe? God did. And he created it out of nothing. When? I don't know, and nobody knows. Some say 1 billion years ago, others, 2 billion or 5. I suspect they limit the time quite a bit. Perhaps it was created much earlier. We must remember that God has eternity behind him. What do you think he has been doing for billions of years in the past? Waiting for you and me to come on the scene? No. He's been busy. He's been preparing this creation for a long time. And he really hasn't told us much about it, has he? And for that reason, isn't it presumptuous of us, as human beings with limitations, to pretend to know more than we really do?

In thinking of the grandeur and mysteries of creation, it is well to recall the following poem by Sherman A. Nagel:

Thou canst not set a little star in motion Thou 
canst not form a single leaf of the forest, 
Nor bring forth a mountain, nor submerge an ocean, 
Presumptuous pygmy, full of incredulity!
Thou canst not bring forth a dawn of regal brightness, 
Nor command the day to decline into a dark twilight, 
Nor make the pale moon give forth her radiant tenderness; 
And dare thou doubt Him who created all?
It is incumbent upon us simply to accept that majestic statement which inaugurates the Word of God: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". And with the author of Psalm 8 let us consider the work of His fingers, the moon and the stars that He formed, realizing that, as Psalm 19 well expresses it, "the heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the work of His hands".

The apostle Paul wrote the following, in his letter to the Romans 1:20:

"For since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes, his eternal power and divinity, have been clearly seen, being understood through the created, so that they are without excuse”.

And the writer of the letter to the Hebrews says, in chapter 11:3

"By faith we understand that the universe was prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made of visible things”.

We must accept creation by faith. Not even science can explain to us how something can be made from nothing. Apparently, God did it this way. And the human being of our time cannot establish when creation took place.

When we compare the Genesis account with other creation accounts, the contrasts are relevant. Most nations have creation legends, and probably all of them are corruptions of the Biblical account. For example, one of the best, from a secular nation, is found in the Babylonian creation tablets. Notice some of the contrasts. First, the Babylonian account begins with chaos, and the Biblical account begins with the perfection of the universe, when it says "in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. Second, according to the Babylonian account, the heavenly bodies are gods, while according to the Bible, they are nothing but mere matter. Third, in the Babylonian inscriptions, we find a polytheistic theology, and in the Biblical scriptures it is monotheistic, presenting the truth of one God. Fourth, the Babylonian account says that the universe is simply the work of an artisan, while the Bible affirms that God spoke and life came into being. Fifth, the Babylonian account is characterized by its grotesque character, while the Bible presents the sublime and solemn reality of the Creator God, who is holy, and moreover, is a Savior. And sixth, the Babylonian account is flatly at variance with known science, while the Bible is in agreement with true science.

I can say that I do not accept evolution because it rejects God and His revelation, denies the fall of man and the reality of sin, and opposes the virgin birth of Christ. I reject it categorically and I do not believe it is the answer to the origin of this universe.

There are three problems that evolution cannot address or solve. It cannot bridge the gap that exists between nothingness and something, between something and life, and between life and human existence as conscious human life, with a free will.

Naturally, the press is always looking for something new and sensational and publishes interesting discoveries. Like when dinosaur footprints appear. Things get complicated and it is disturbing to find, in the same places, gigantic human footprints. It is difficult to reconcile these findings with the theories that relate our origin to a small amoeba or a lump on the surface of the water.

Much more could be said about these problems, but a third and big question arises. It is not only legitimate for people to ask who created and when he created, but also why. This constitutes an essential aspect and is very important.

The Word of God tells us that this universe was created by God's own Will. He saw fit to create it and delighted in it. In the last book of the Bible, in Revelation, chapter 4:11, we find the following words of John, who in a vision, beheld heaven opened and in it, He who was seated on a throne received the adoration, homage and gratitude of those around him, expressing it with these words:

"Worthy art thou, O Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power, for thou hast created all things, and by thy will they exist and were created”.

A second reason why he created the universe was his own glory. The original creation sang that wonderful praise to the Creator found in the book of Job, chapter 38:7 and, speaking of that moment it says:

"...when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy".

And in the prophecy of Isaiah, chapter 43:7, says the Lord, who presents Himself as the Creator, and as the Savior, and refers to human beings as

"...whom I have created for my glory, whom I have formed and whom I have made”.

We can therefore affirm that God has created this universe for his glory.

God's word also tells us that God created mankind for companionship. He wanted to have fellowship with mankind and so He created a morally free being. God could have created a group of robots or mechanical beings that, when He pushed a button, would bow down before Him. But God did not wish to create this type of creature. God wanted the created being to be free to choose Him, love Him and serve Him.

Dear friend, in the midst of all the unbelief, blasphemies and hostility towards God that surround us in the present age, the best thing you could do as a human being is to publicly choose the Lord Jesus Christ. To believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and to receive His Son, Jesus Christ, is the most magnificent privilege you and I have. Today we hear so much talk about freedom of speech and all kinds of freedoms, but there are many around us who loudly proclaim freedom, and do not seem to know what freedom really is. For we have true freedom when we choose Jesus Christ as our Savior.

Let's go back to the first verse of Genesis. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. This is a majestic and solemn statement. It is like an obligatory gateway to the Bible. You have to believe that God is the Creator, because the one who wants to approach God will have to believe in Him, as He really is.

The expression "in the beginning" refers to that beginning whose date cannot be determined, which could be estimated in millions of years and even be right. But the truth is that no human being knows it.

"God created”. The word "create" comes from a Hebrew word meaning, to create out of nothing. This word is used only 3 times in the first chapter of Genesis, because it translates 3 actions of creation: The first time, we find it in the phrase "in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". The second, in the account of the creation of life, when it says: "and God created the great sea monsters, and every living thing that moves", that is, animal life in all its forms. And the third time, in the episode of the creation of man, when it says: "God created man in his own image" (v. 27).

Theistic evolution, which we mentioned at the beginning, is not a valid answer. It attempts to follow the scheme of evolution up to the time of the creation of man, and then considers Adam and Eve as products of some evolutionary process. Theistic evolution holds that the days of Genesis are long periods of time. I believe that this is not true. God delimits the days of creation with the expression: "and there was evening and there was morning: one day" and so on for the other days, which indicates that He was not referring to long periods of time but to concrete 24-hour days.

Let's look at the phrase "God created the heavens and the earth". The earth appears separate from the rest of creation. Why? Because the earth is the home of humanity, the place that would be occupied by human beings. We belong to that race. We must realize that you and I are creatures, God's creation and, as such, we owe him everything.

We therefore conclude our segment, in which we have examined some of the excesses that are committed in trying to penetrate into the mysteries that God has not explained, which our present mind and knowledge do not allow us to understand and express in scientific terms. For we have already stated on one occasion that such scientific exposition is outside the didactic intention and exposition of the Creator in leaving us this solemn and majestic statement about the creation of the heavens and the earth and the Biblical account which will occupy us next.

In our next episode we will continue to consider, in the content of this first chapter of Genesis, what God wanted to reveal to us about the creation of the universe, the world in which we live and the beginning of the history of the human race. It is a story that concerns us on a personal level, a message from God that is relevant to our lives today. We invite you to join us in our next study on this topic.

Genesis 1:2-25

THE FIRST SENTENCE of the Biblical text, in Genesis 1:1; "in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth", solemn and majestic declaration, which we commented in our previous episode, introduces us to the scene in which the creation and ordination of the universe and the earth takes place. We continue reading in chapter 1:2,

"And the earth was without order and void, and darkness covered the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters”.

Spencer, one of the founders of the sociology of evolution and evolutionary theorist, and whom we quoted above, who applied evolution to all forms of cosmic existence, stated that the forms of the manifestation of the Unknowable were subdivided into time, space, matter, force, and motion. We can again find these great principles of creation in the first two verses of Genesis. "In the beginning (time) God created the heavens (space) and the earth (matter). And the earth was without order and void, and darkness covered the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God (power) moved (motion) over the face of the waters”. It is interesting that God has arranged for these important principles describing his creative action to be written down as clearly and naturally in these first sentences of Genesis. It is important and timely that we take note of this.

Although the following view has been discredited by many in recent years, I believe that a great catastrophe occurred between verses 1 and 2, As far as I can see, there is abundant evidence for it. First of all, let us look at this immense creation and we will see that something has happened to it. If man's trip to the moon reveals anything, it is that it is a barren, arid land. How did it get to that condition? I would say that a catastrophe occurred in God's universe.

This is specifically mentioned with respect to the earth, because it was to be the place where human beings would dwell. Thus the earth is described as "without order (or desolate) and void". The phrase "darkness covered the surface of the abyss" indicates, of course, the absence of God.

The expression "without order and empty" is interesting. "Without order" corresponds to a Hebrew word meaning ruin, empty space. "Empty" corresponds to the Hebrew word translated emptiness. Let us observe what the book of Isaiah's prophecy says, in chapter 45:18:

"For thus says the Lord who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not make it a desolate place, but formed it to be inhabited). I am the Lord and there is no other”.

Here it says, literally, that He did not create the earth "desolate", which corresponds to the same Hebrew word that we find in verse 2. God created this universe as a cosmos, and not as chaos. This is precisely what Isaiah is trying to make clear. He did not make the earth "desolate and empty," but the earth became a "desolate and empty" place. God formed, built the earth to be inhabited and it was God who came to this ruined place and transformed it into a habitable place for mankind.

Our current studies and space exploration have revealed that, so far, you and I live in a universe in which the earth is the only habitable planet for human beings. I believe that what the book of Genesis is telling us is that the earth became desolate and empty, so that it was exactly as uninhabitable as the moon when the Spirit of God moved over the surface of the waters. I believe, too, that the whole universe was affected by this great catastrophe.

"And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters”. The word translated "moved" contains the idea of the hen jealously guarding her chicks. The Holy Spirit began a work there that we will see Him do again and again. It is to recreate. He appears on the scene and recreates, regenerates. That is precisely what He does, even now, for us.

We may recall the words of the Lord Jesus, recorded in the Gospel of John chapter 3:2,5, when He said:

"he who is not born again cannot see the kingdom of God...He who is not born of water and the Spirit cannot enter the kingdom of God”.

Water symbolizes the Word of God. If someone sees it as a symbol of baptism, that is fine. But the true meaning refers to the Word of God, of which the Holy Spirit is the Author.

We have seen the construction of the universe in verse 1, the desolate state of the earth before creation in verse 2, and now we will consider the construction of the earth in 6 days, in verses 3 to 31.

There are several things to which I would like to call your attention. In the book of Exodus, chapter 20:11, we can read the following:

"For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that in them is”.

In this sentence nothing is said about creating. We read that He "made". God was taking what was already created and in those 6 days He was not "creating". He was recreating. He was working with matter that already existed, with matter that He had already created, probably, millions of years before.

God created life and placed it on the earth, and for the earth he created man. And it is in this creature that we are interested because you and I happen to be one of those creatures. And for this reason, the Genesis account is extremely important for us today.

We will now continue reading in Genesis 1:3-5:

"And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the darkness he called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

It is about the first day. That must have been a 24-hour day. I do not see how any other option can be deduced. In addition to the Biblical passage in the book of Exodus, chapter 20:11, which we have just read, where it was stated that "in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that in them is", in chapter 31:17, the Lord instructs Moses about the work and rest that the Israelites were to observe, charging him to tell them:

"In six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he ceased to work and rested”.

In other words, it is assumed that these are normal 24-hour days. We can also observe the use of the numerical adjectives "first", "second", etc. And the fact that each day had "evening" and "morning".

"And God said, Let there be light”. This is the first time we are told that God spoke. These are His first words recorded in the Holy Scriptures. This was the first creative command.

We continue reading the second creative mandate, in this chapter 1:6-8.

"And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were under the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse the heavens. And there was evening and there was morning: the second day".

We see that it begins, "Let there be expansion". The Hebrew word for expanse means airy spaces. And God separated the waters perpendicularly, so that there were waters above our level, and below. God called the expanse the heavens. And this is not the sky as we imagine it. Actually, there are 3 types of heaven mentioned in the Bible. The Lord Jesus spoke of the birds of the air and I believe it is the heaven mentioned in this verse. Then there are the stars of heaven, which would constitute the second heaven, and then we find the third heaven, where the Lord dwells. Here, in this passage we have read, the writer refers to the first layer or level, where the clouds are found and the birds fly.

The account continues with the third creative mandate, in this chapter 1:9-10:

"And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear. And it was so. And God called the dry land Earth, and the waters together he called seas. And God saw that it was good.

There is a horizontal division of the waters. Earlier we saw that the waters above our level were separated from those below. Whereas here, the water was separated from the land and, we can say that this statement is not against science. It has been concluded that the entire surface of the earth on which we live today was once covered by water. God has not revealed any details about this, so any supposition would be nothing more than speculation.

We note that the text says that "God called the dry land". It seems that he had been preparing to design a habitable place where he could place the human being.

We also read the fourth creative command, in verses 11-13:

"And God said, Let the earth bring forth vegetation, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees yielding fruit upon the earth after their kind, with their seed in it. And it was so. And the earth brought forth vegetation: herbs yielding seed after their kind, and trees yielding fruit, with their seed in it, after their kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning. The third day.

God is placing plant life here because man, until the flood, was a vegetarian. With the formation of plants, the third day is completed.

The story continues with the fifth creative command, and we read verses 14-19:

"And God said, Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to divide the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and for years; and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth. And it was thus. And God made the two great lights, the greater light for the daytime, and the lesser light for the night; and he made the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth, and to rule by day and by night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning: the fourth day".

God did not create the sun and the moon at that moment. They were already there and He placed them in their proper position. One of these luminaries would take care of the day and the other of the night. A brief phrase is added: "He made the stars also". This was a very important work. The English preacher John Wesley rightly said that God created the heavens and the earth and did not leave his work incomplete, for he also created the stars. And let us take note that it was God who divided the light from the darkness. It is appropriate to remember that he still does so today. For there are people who wonder about the difference between good and evil. God has drawn the boundaries. How can we know what is right? God has revealed what is right. He has established certain principles. God divides, separates the light from the darkness, and therein lies the distinction between good and evil. He did it then, and He is still doing it now.

Let us continue reading in verses 20-23, the sixth creative command:

"And God said, Let the waters be filled with multitudes of living creatures, and let birds fly over the earth in the open expanse of the heavens. And God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters are filled according to their kind, and every bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth. And there was evening and there was morning: the fifth day".

Here we can observe a certain level of development. This does not mean that everything proceeded from a small cell but that God made a being from each creature which, in turn, developed. God said; "let the waters be filled with living creatures", and the next verse adds "according to their kind". The word "genus" does not correspond to the term species, used by Darwin, but means more than that. According to the dictionary it refers to a direct line of descent within a group. For example, it would include not only a horse but also every animal within the equine family. From each creature there has been a great development, but there has also been, later on, a successive degeneration.

And, this section of the story is completed with the seventh creative command, in verses 24-25:

"And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creatures after their kind: cattle, creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind. And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after their kind. And God saw that it was good.

Notice once again the expression "after their kind". Here it is evident that God separated plant life and animal life from the human race because he would later say, "let us make man in our image". This creature is of the utmost interest to us, because it happens to be nothing less than our ancestor. And, as is often stated in this Biblical account, it is finally stated that "God saw that it was good". That's right, whatever God does is good.

Verses 26 and 27, which we will comment on, contain the eighth and last creative command, that of the creation of man and woman. It is thus that the phrase "And God said" appears, on these 8 occasions at the beginning of a four-line poem. These 8 commands are related to the 6 days and the global structure of the Biblical passage has symmetry. If we were to place in a table two columns with 3 days in each, we could observe that the second half of the week presents a parallelism with the first, which is a normal feature in Hebrew literature. It was St. Augustine, at the beginning of the Christian era, who first drew attention to the literary structure of this passage, which he believed was intended to illustrate the order existing in nature, The two triads of days can be contrasted and related in the following way: first, spaces are created, and then their inhabitants; or, the world is first formed, and then filled.

In this chapter we have seen the Word of God in action. The prophet Isaiah in his chapter 55: 10,11, eloquently explains how that word is characterized by its authority, power and efficacy:

"For as the rain and snow come down from heaven, and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth, it shall not return to me void without accomplishing what I desire, and achieving the purpose for which I sent it”.

This word is eternal. It acts today with the same authority, power and efficacy. And as the word became flesh in Jesus Christ, He comes into the lives of people who hear and open themselves, to dwell in them. He can also come to you, to create a new life, a spiritual life of relationship with God, a meaningful life of superior quality. It will be like moving to another level of life. Only this new life transcends the limits of this human life, projecting itself into an even better life in eternity, to enjoy an endless existence in the presence of God.

Genesis 1:26-2:3

WE BEGIN OUR SEGMENT with the Biblical passage that narrates the creation of the human being. We read in Genesis chapter 1:26 and 27.

"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them".

The first question that arises is, how was man created? This will be related to us in the next chapter. Here he is told to "Exercise dominion”. God gave him dominion over the earth, and I don't think that means that God made him some sort of illustrious gardener of the garden of Eden. Adam was given great authority. A little later we will see that he was going to have to do certain things in connection with the creation that God had given him.

Here we have simply the simple fact of the creation of man. This is the third time we find the Hebrew word (bara) which means to create out of nothing. So we note that man is created; it is something new. It is the first word that had appeared in the first verse of Genesis, in that expression: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". He created the physical universe. Then, He created life: it says here, "and God created the great sea monsters, and every living thing that moveth" ... as we read in this chapter 1:21, And now, in this Biblical passage, we see that He created man. Verse 27 goes on to say: "So God created man in His own image". God will give us the details about His creation of man in the next chapter and, we will be able to observe that He has omitted much about the creation of the universe. The phrase "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" contains all the information He has left us and is all we can know about this subject. He could have included details, but He did not. He did offer more details, only concerning one fact of His creation, as in the case of the creation of man. And do you know why? Because this account was written for the human being. God wants him to know what his origin was. It is as if God is saying; "I would be very pleased if you would pay attention to your own creation and not speculate about the creation of the universe". This verse we have just read tells us something extraordinary.

Let us consider the phrase "God created man in his own image". I would like to suggest that you consider this as one of the great statements of the Word of God. I could not conceive of anything so wonderful as this fact. What does it mean? Well, I believe that man is like God, it's like a trinity. Of course someone will immediately retort that I mean that man is physically, mentally and spiritually one being. Well, yes, I believe that to be true. The apostle Paul, in his first letter to the Thessalonians, chapter 5: 23, affirmed this very thing:

"...and may the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your whole being, spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”.

While this is
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