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Dedication

To every man and woman who has promised before God to remain faithful; to every child who carries the pain of a broken home; and to every person who wonders whether grace is still possible after failure.

May this book call us back to God's original intention, soften our hearts where sin has hardened them, and teach us that truth must never be proclaimed without love. The Lord takes the marriage covenant seriously, but He does not reject the broken sinner who returns to Him in sincere repentance.

Preface

Marriage was not invented by humanity. It is not merely a contract that two people maintain for as long as it remains convenient to both. It is an institution of the Creator, a covenant in which a man and a woman bind themselves to one another before God. Marriage therefore touches far more than personal happiness. It touches worship, character, children, witness and the way in which we represent God's faithfulness in an unfaithful world.

The Bible speaks with great seriousness about divorce. In Malachi 2 we hear the Lord's abhorrence of covenant unfaithfulness. In the Gospels Jesus calls humanity back to the beginning and declares that no one may separate what God has joined together. Paul shows that marriage bears a sacred image of Christ's love for His church. Revelation completes the story with the marriage of the Lamb, the bride and the wedding guests, and the holy city, the New Jerusalem, prepared as a bride.

This book does not seek to soften the truth. Divorce that flows from selfishness, lust, unfaithfulness, hardness or wilful abandonment is not a minor administrative matter. It breaks a promise made before God. It changes the lives of a spouse, children, families and a community of faith. Forgiveness does not automatically erase every earthly consequence.

Yet this book also does not seek to go beyond Scripture. Not every divorced person was divorced for precisely the same reason. Not everyone affected by divorce was the one who broke the covenant. A person abandoned by an unfaithful or violent spouse should not be treated in the same way as one who wilfully destroyed his or her home. The church must never use the sanctity of marriage to conceal abuse or to keep a victim in immediate danger.

The purpose is therefore truth and grace: to honour the sacred boundary of God's Word, to call sin by its name, to protect children and vulnerable people, to seek reconciliation where it is safely and sincerely possible, and to point to an open door to Christ. The Lord truly forgives. Yet His forgiveness calls us to repentance, truth, responsibility and—where possible—restoration.

Bible references form the backbone of every chapter. Short Scripture quotations are rendered in familiar, reverent English; the reader is encouraged to read every passage in its full context.

Introduction: A Covenant Under Attack

We live in a time when marriage is often measured by feeling. When the feeling is strong, the relationship is regarded as valid; when the feeling disappears, the covenant is regarded as over. The Bible, however, does not begin with humanity's changeable emotions. It begins with God's act of creation, God's word and God's intention.

Biblical marriage is a lifelong one-flesh covenant between one man and one woman. It includes love, companionship, faithfulness, sexuality, service, parenthood and worship. It is not a licence for control or abuse. The husband's headship is defined by the cross: he must love as Christ loved and gave Himself. The wife's calling is not determined by inferiority; together with the man, she was created in God's image and is a joint heir of the grace of life.

Divorce is the visible acknowledgement that something intended to stand has been tragically torn apart. Sometimes one person drove it; sometimes years of mutual sin hollowed out the home; sometimes a victim had to create physical distance to protect life and safety. The words of the Bible must therefore be applied carefully. Seriousness without discernment becomes harshness. Compassion without truth becomes deception.

This book follows the great biblical line:


•  Eden reveals the original design.

•  The Fall explains why love degenerates into control, fear, desire and accusation.

•  The law and the prophets protect the vulnerable and expose covenant unfaithfulness.

•  Jesus restores the question from “what is permitted?” to “what did God intend from the beginning?”

•  The apostles show how the gospel should become visible in the home.

•  Revelation places marriage within the hope of the marriage of the Lamb and the New Jerusalem.


The final word is not divorce. The final word is the Lamb, the wedding, a restored creation and a God who dwells with His people.

Contents

Part One — The Foundation in Creation

	Adam and Eve: The First Married Couple

	Marriage and the Sabbath: Two Gifts from Eden

	Covenant, Not Merely Contract

	The Fall and the First Wound in Marriage


Part Two — Marriage Through the Old Testament

	The Patriarchs: Description Is Not Always Approval

	The Law: Faithfulness, Protection and Responsibility

	The Wisdom Books: The Art of a Faithful Home

	Malachi: “The Wife of Thy Covenant”


Part Three — Jesus and the Apostolic Witness

	Jesus Calls Us Back to the Beginning

	Hardness of Heart and the Provision of Moses

	Paul on Marriage, Separation and Abandonment

	Divorce, Remarriage and Adultery

	Forgiveness, Repentance and Consequences


Part Four — The Bridegroom, the Bride and Church Leaders

	Christ, His One Bride and the New Jerusalem

	Marriage as a Living Sign of the Gospel

	Elders, Pastors and the Requirement of Blameless Faithfulness

	Men and Women: Equal Worth, Distinct Callings


Part Five — Children, Wounds and Protection

	Children in a Broken Home

	The Father's Covenant and the Mother's Dignity

	Abuse, Safety and the Responsibility of the Church


Part Six — Preservation, Restoration and Hope

	How a Marriage Is Guarded

	The Sabbath in the Home

	When the Covenant Has Already Been Broken

	Until the Bridegroom Comes



Appendices

A. A Covenant Examination for Married Couples

B. A Biblical Path of Restoration

C. Guidelines for Pastoral Care

D. Thematic Scripture Index


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PART ONE

THE FOUNDATION IN CREATION

Chapter 1 — Adam and Eve: The First Married Couple
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Scripture Anchor: “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” — Genesis 2:18

The story of marriage does not begin in a court, a culture or a church building. It begins in Eden, in a world without sin. God created humanity in His image—male and female created He them (Genesis 1:26–27). Both bear human dignity. Both receive the command to be fruitful, fill the earth and exercise responsible dominion over creation (Genesis 1:28). The woman therefore does not appear as an afterthought or a lesser being. Together with the man, she belongs to God's good purpose in creation.

Genesis 2 focuses more closely on the formation of the first home. Adam is made from the dust and placed in the garden to tend and keep it. Yet, before sin exists, God declares: “It is not good that the man should be alone.” Solitude was not evil, but Adam alone could not embody the fullness of human fellowship and the commission for which God had created him.

God brings the animals to Adam. He recognises and names them, but among them there is no helper suitable for him. The expression does not denote a subordinate tool. Elsewhere God Himself is called the help of His people. Eve is the strong and suitable counterpart—like him in human dignity, different from him in sex, and precisely suited to a unity that no animal or second man could form.

God causes a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, takes from his side and builds the woman. She does not come from his head to rule over him or from his feet to be trampled upon. She comes from his side—near his heart, suited to stand beside him. This familiar picture is not the entire doctrine, but it captures something of the tenderness of Genesis 2.

When God brings the woman to the man, Adam bursts into recognition: she is bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. The first marriage is therefore not merely a human choice. God forms, brings and joins. Adam receives; Eve is received; together they become one flesh.

Genesis 2:24 gives the pattern for every marriage that follows. A man shall leave his father and mother, cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. There are three movements:

	Leave: A new primary household is formed. Parents must be honoured, but they may not control the new covenant.

	Cleave: The man holds fast in covenant faithfulness. The word carries the idea of binding, holding fast and remaining loyal.

	Become one flesh: Body, life, possessions, joy, pain, calling and future are shared in a unique unity.


Sexual union belongs within this covenant. It is not a trial run for possible faithfulness; it is the bodily language of a covenant already made. Hebrews 13:4 therefore honours marriage and warns against fornication and adultery.

Adam and Eve were naked and were not ashamed (Genesis 2:25). This describes more than the absence of clothing. There was no mask, manipulation, secret account, double life or fear of rejection. They could be fully known and yet safe. This is the deep calling of marriage: not perfection through human strength, but a covenant space in which truth, faithfulness and grace may dwell.

The first marriage teaches us that humanity is not the owner of marriage. God determines its form. One man and one woman are joined in a public, exclusive and lifelong covenant. Marriage is therefore not holy because the couple feels strongly; it is holy because God instituted it and entrusted the two to one another.

Hope for Today

No modern marriage lives in a sinless Eden. Yet Eden still stands as God's compass. When a couple loses its way, restoration does not begin by following the expectations of culture, but by asking again: What did the Creator intend? The same God who said that it was not good for the man to be alone can still soften hard hearts, restore truth and teach love to remain faithful.

Chapter 2 — Marriage and the Sabbath: Two Gifts from Eden

Scripture Anchor: “And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.” — Genesis 2:3

Marriage and the Sabbath stand side by side at the beginning of the Bible. On the sixth day the woman is brought to the man and the one-flesh covenant is pronounced; then God completes His work of creation and sanctifies the seventh day (Genesis 1:26–2:3; 2:18–25). Both institutions come before the Fall. They are therefore not temporary emergency measures for a broken world, but gifts from God's perfect creation.

Marriage sanctifies a relationship; the Sabbath sanctifies time. In marriage, husband and wife say: “We belong to one another in covenant under God.” On the Sabbath the household confesses: “Our time, labour, rest and life belong to the Creator.” The one protects the intimacy of the home; the other protects the home's encounter with God.

The fourth commandment includes the entire household: son, daughter, servants, stranger and even the working animals within the gates must rest (Exodus 20:8–11; Deuteronomy 5:12–15). The Sabbath is therefore never merely a private religious exercise. It teaches a man that he may not use his family as tools for his ambition. It teaches a woman that her worth does not depend on endless labour. It gives children the experience of a home becoming still before God together.

The two institutions bear similar truths:


•  Both come from creation and bear the authority of the Creator.

•  Both require a boundary against the demands of the world.

•  Both require faithfulness when feeling or convenience changes.

•  Both create room for fellowship, rest, remembrance and worship.

•  Both are attacked by sin because they proclaim God's ownership of body, time and home.


Marriage and the Sabbath “walk hand in hand” when the home uses the seventh day to remember again who God is and who they are to one another. This does not mean that a Sabbath-keeping home is automatically a happy home. A man may attend church and still be harsh towards his wife. A woman may read the Bible and still harbour contempt. Sabbath observance without righteousness in the home becomes an empty sign. Isaiah 58 connects true worship with mercy, and Jesus places reconciliation with a brother before a religious gift (Matthew 5:23–24).

The Sabbath offers practical protection for marriage. It interrupts the week's rush. It creates time for prayer, honest conversation, shared reading, nature, children and hospitality. It reminds the couple that



A Sabbath Covenant for the Home


	Make peace before sunset wherever possible.

	Bring the week's work to a close without discharging tension upon one another.

	Pray together and name the things for which you are grateful.

	Give the children undivided attention.

	Do not discuss only problems; also celebrate God's care.

	Make room for the lonely without losing the privacy of the marriage.



Chapter 3 — Covenant, Not Merely Contract






	Public acknowledgement. The relationship is recognised; it does not exist as a secret sexual bond.

	Exclusivity. The spouse receives a faithfulness that is not shared with a third person.

	Duration. The vow extends through prosperity and adversity, health and sickness.

	Bodily unity. Sexual intimacy belongs to the covenant and should be marked by honour, consent, tenderness and purity.

	Shared calling. The couple builds a home that serves God and, where children are given, raises them in His ways.

	Divine witness. The promise is made not only before people, but before God.





The Language of the Vow



Chapter 4 — The Fall and the First Wound in Marriage

















The First Question of Restoration
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