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        “Everything for the band, right?”

      

      

      
        
        Florian is gone, leaving Seth and the band behind. He takes on a new identity and starts living on the fringes of the human world. He follows the band’s progress online, but stays as far away from them as possible. Until a man hangs up a poster next to him at a bar, a poster for a birthday concert from Seth’s band, a concert for Seth’s birthday, in two days.

      

      

      
        
        Ever since Florian left, Seth has been focusing on his music, on his career. Anything to stop him from facing reality, anything to stop him from thinking. The birthday concert is just another gig, another meeting with the fans. But when he performs the new song he has been working on, and opens his eyes, suddenly nothing else exists but that one person in the crowd…
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      I sit back at the back of the bar, the people around me doing their own thing, I’m just one in the crowd. When I left Seth, I left the city, county, almost the country, but even for me, that went a bit too far. It’s been four weeks since I walked out of that meeting. I dumped my phone in the first trashcan I came across, changed my name and left everything behind. Going rogue, going off the grid, it’s what I’ve always been taught to do, and it comes as a second nature to me. Leaving one identity behind and taking on another, there is nothing more freeing than that. Unless… it isn’t. Not now. Everything in me screams to go back, to get back to Seth.

      My eyes fall on a poster that someone is putting up on the board next to me. In the middle of the poster is my beautiful purple haired front man, his eyes fierce and his body wrapped in that beautiful corset of his.

      I tap the shoulder of the man who is putting up the poster. “I didn’t know they were doing a concert here.” Okay, so I may have been following them on social media. I may have left Seth behind, but I can’t stray from him too much, even when I’m cities away from him.

      “Yeah, last minute thing. It seems the manager thought it would be a good birthday present to the vocalist and the guitarist, so it’s been kept under wraps.” The man shrugs. “To be honest, if they perform like they have lately… I don’t know how many more tours they will be going on. The whole thing with the picture and then suddenly the vocalist starts singing off key and forgetting lyrics. You can tell something is going on.” He looks up at the poster. “Maybe even drugs, I don’t know.”

      I can’t help the huff that leaves me.

      The man looks at me now. “With how often that happens in the industry, I wouldn’t be surprised. Honestly, if you want to go see them. Go to this one, or you may never have the chance again.” He nods and then leaves me behind.

      Drugs? I don’t think so. Though… what do I know? I just know that since I’ve left Seth that my wings have not changed, not for the better or for the worse. So I assume there isn’t any drugs involved, at least not of the type that would make him self-destruct.

      I down my beer and take a picture of the location of the concert. The concert is in two days, which means that there is a chance that they’re actually already in town. And my curiosity won’t be satisfied until I’ve seen Seth. It’s stupid, I know, I left him, but just knowing he’s so close makes me want to see him.

      I check Seth’s and the band’s social media, hoping to find some distinguishing features that tell me where they are. But it’s all roads and hotels and nothing is familiar to me. I guess I need to do this the old-fashioned way. I’ll hunt down a list of hotels that would satisfy their needs and I’ll have to go by them one by one.
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      It takes me all night, but I think I’ve found the right hotel. It’s right near the one I’m staying at, though definitely more upscale than mine. I hover around the entrance for a while, and there are a few people from their crew walking in and out, which means that they’re probably all staying here. But, even though I’m here, I can’t just go in and ask around. I can’t call Seth, I can’t call anyone. Since I dumped my old phone, I don’t have their numbers or a way to contact them.

      Then something occurs to me, and I know that it’s a bad idea, I shouldn’t be doing this. I really shouldn’t. But I can’t come here and not actually see Seth.

      On his most recent social media post, I leave a message. “I wish we could look at the stars together. Your Angel” Weird and obscure enough that it could come from some obsessive fan, but at the same time, Seth knows exactly who his angel is. I hope anyway…

      A couple of minutes later Liam steps out of the hotel, looking around. Then he checks his phone, and frowns at whatever he sees. He lights a cigarette and disappears down the side of the building. Hmm?

      To follow him, or not to follow him? He does seem to be waiting for something, or someone, but if it’s me, or someone else… I don’t know.

      I follow him anyway, if for no other reason than to check on Seth.

      As soon as I round the corner, Liam looks at me, straight at me. “He doesn’t control his own social media any more. So he didn’t see the message, but I did.”

      I nod, somehow I’m not actually surprised by it. “How is he?”

      “Why did you leave?” His eyes harden. “If you follow anything about the band… You know that he isn’t doing too well.”

      “It was the best option. I couldn’t let him deny who he really is, just because of me. That wouldn’t have been fair.” No matter how much it hurts.

      “What wasn’t fair was you deciding for him. He’s… broken.” He flexes his hands. “I don’t even know how he keeps going. He-” He lets out a deep breath. “He loves you.”

      He what?! Sure, I knew it kind of, but for Liam to even mention it. I guess that maybe Seth’s love is stronger than expected. Then again… There is always a weird connection between Angel and charge and I’ve always been bad at keeping the two separated. There is love, and there is dependence.

      “I don’t get it. But I can see it in him. Come to the concert. He needs you, you can’t just leave him like this.” Then he stubs out the cigarette. “And now I’m going back. I just had to let you know that… I don’t agree with what is going on, none of it. Not their rules, or you leaving. You can’t make decisions for him and not accept the consequences.”

      “Can you-” I start but Liam shakes his head.

      “I’m not giving him a message or anything. You come up with something yourself.” He stomps off and goes back into the hotel, muttering to himself. I can’t help but smile, I can understand his frustration, though I also know that he really does love his twin, even if he doesn’t always know how to show it.

      I lean back against the wall, knowing Seth is inside the building, alive, somewhat, calms me down. Calms down something inside me that I didn’t even know was rushing around ever since I left.

      I left for the right reasons, I knew what his career meant to Seth, I knew what it meant to the others in the band. Letting his brother actually be in the band was the whole reason he took the demon brand. I had to give him that. I couldn’t let him give up on the band that he has fought so much for. I made the decision for him, but maybe I shouldn’t have. Maybe I was wrong.
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      It’s really busy in at the venue, there are people everywhere, waiting to buy tickets, waiting for the concert to start. They’ve all brought gifts, presents, flowers, things to give to Seth and Liam for their birthdays. It’s nice to see how loved the band is, how much people love them, even with everything going on lately.

      I stay back some, I don’t want to be caught up in the business. Someone taps me on my shoulder.

      “Hi, you.” The same man as a few days ago is standing next to me. “I was asked to give you this.” He hands me an envelope.

      I immediately open it and see that there is a ticket in it, and a lanyard that allows me back-stage access. “Thanks.”

      “Don’t thank me. One of the band members apparently thinks that you’re interesting.” He shrugs, which he seems to do a lot. But I guess that he deals with weird band requests on a regular base.

      I put the lanyard and the ticket into my pocket. It’s not from Seth, I’m sure of that, which means that it’s probably from Liam. That Liam would even go this far to make sure
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