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  Dedication


I know many authors thank their parents in the dedication because it's the respectful thing to do but I must thank my mother because she truly played a big part in making this book happen. Despite working multiple jobs and learning the language in a strange new land as she raised four boys on her own, she still managed to make my childhood a joy by doing things such as letting me join little league baseball in Newark NJ when I was 10 and I got to play for the ACME Yankees. Thus was born a lifelong Yankee fan. I love you momma.

I also want to dedicate this book to my wife Lori and our three children, Nicholas, Matthew and Rachel who've all endured many years living with an obsessive and emotional Yankee fan. I love you all more every day. 

My wife Lori became a huge Yankee fan because of my lifelong passion for the team. She was a lifelong fan of the local Atlanta Braves so it became extremely interesting when our teams faced off in the World Series in 1996 and again in 1999. When they first met in 1996, her Braves were the defending World Champions after winning it all in 1995 after coming so close in 1991 & 1992. They were the better team and on a roll. The Yankees had not made it since the 1981 series when they lost to the Dodgers and New York had not won it all since the 1978 season (and subject of this book). 

The Braves won the first two games of the 1996 World Series so my wife was feeling very good about her team and rightfully so. They completely dominated my Yankees in New York no less. To her credit, she was very kind to me and never rubbed my nose in it. She was very consoling. 

The Yankees went on to win the next four games including three in a row in Atlanta. It was their first championship since 1978 which made me so happy but I was also sad because it came at the expense of my second favorite team and the team my wife loved. It was first and only time I’ve ever seen her cry over a sporting event. She was always a great sport unlike me. She knew her Braves were the better team but sometimes the more talented team doesn’t win. 

From then on, my wife became a Yankee fan because she loved me and enjoyed seeing me happy. She would even watch the ending of close games when I couldn’t and she would give me updates whenever something good happened. All she asked was for me to do my silly happy dance when they won but that’s another story I won’t get into. Fortunately or unfortunately for her, the Yankees won 3 championships in a row from 1998 to 2000 so she got to see many of those silly happy dances.

My wife passed away in December 2017 after 22 years of marriage and 23 plus years together. She knew about this book for years and pushed me hard to complete it. I wish I did it sooner so she could see it published but I figure it’s better late than never and the 40th anniversary seems like the best time to release it. I miss her so much. This is for you, sweetheart. I love you even more than my beloved Yankees. 




  Introduction


Welcome to the 1978 Yankees Journal which is based on my game by game journal (ok some would call it a diary) that I kept when I was a young fan of the New York Yankees in 1978. I was 14 and they were the defending champions of baseball after  defeating the Los Angeles Dodgers in 1977 thanks to the legendary heroics of Reggie Jackson and his 3-homer game to clinch the first championship since 1962 ending a long drought.

1978 was the first time and last time that I ever kept a journal of every game for the Yankees or any sports team for that matter. Don't ask me why I chose to do it that year. Perhaps it was because they were the defending champs and I felt confident that they could repeat but I never imagined what would transpire over the course of what turned out to be a magical season. 

I did discover during the research for this book a few journal entries during the 1977 season but it was only a handful of dates and usually just the score. The journal I kept for 1978 was a much different animal. If it were done today then it would probably be called a blog. I included not only my thoughts and feelings for each game but also many drawings and statistics. 

The natural assumption most of you will make is that I must have been the most optimistic fan in the world for deciding to keep updating my journal even when my team was 14 1/2 games behind halfway through the season but that is not entirely true. While I did demonstrate some level of faith in my team by not giving up on the journal, as you will see when you read the journal I did not hide my anger and frustration with the Yankees for falling so far behind our arch nemesis. I wish those parts weren't there but they are and they shall remain no matter how tempted I was to erase these negative moments. I think deleting these embarrassing moments would've been disingenuous of me. I would much rather be honest about the whole gamut of emotions--the rollercoaster ride that was the 1978 baseball season. This includes warts and all.
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Rare photos of me in my uniform for the Acme Yankees. Yes, like Wile E. Coyote Acme. My brother Max was a good photographer.

Before we dive into the actual 1978 journal entries I would like to explain how and when I became a fan of the New York Yankees. I think it will help put everything into proper context. 

I was born in Salerno, Italy and my family moved here under let's say unpleasant circumstances. My father went to America first to find work and my mom and their 4 children waited patiently in Italy for the word to join him in the strange new land of opportunity. 

However, something unexpected happened in the two years he was here alone. He met someone else and well it didn't sit well with our mom. She flew here with children in tow and tried to save the family but the damage was done. They divorced and my mom had to learn English and make ends meet by cleaning homes and other odd jobs. I remember going to my own grade school at night with my mom and a classroom full of fellow immigrants to take English lessons. I also sat in the back of the car as she learned to drive a car. Looking at it, I am so proud of what my mom did as she found a way to raise four boys basically on her own. Looking back at it now, I know people would consider us poor but we never felt deprived of anything. We never went hungry, that’s for sure. Mom has always been a fantastic cook. 

One of the most important things that happened was when she allowed me to join Little League baseball even though we really didn't have the money to do such a thing. She saw the passion in my eyes as I begged her to let me join because all of my friends were playing. I will never forget the joy I felt being able to join the league. The team that I played for was, you guessed it, the Yankees! This would obviously influence which team I would become a lifelong fan of. It also helped that the local TV channel, WPIX 11 Alive played Yankee games.

My mom worked hard cleaning houses so she didn’t get to come to many games but there was one in particular that I remember so well. My little brother was on my team and a rookie. I remember how frustrated he got because he wanted to impress mom so badly but he struck out. I was fortunate on the other hand and hit a grand slam to win the game as my teammates mobbed me. I can still remember the look on her face in the crowd beaming with pride as she watched from the stands with my two other brothers. 

As for the professional Yankees, they had excellent seasons in 1974 and 1975 but they came up short against the Baltimore Orioles one year and then the Boston Red Sox the next. All that would change forever in 1976 which culminated with the Chris Chamblis blast in the ALCS as I stayed up really late to watch it all. I share more about this magical season in another chapter about 1976.
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I hated rain outs!
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  The Dynasty Years

  



I believe it would be helpful to provide a context for the 1978 Yankees that includes the incredible winning tradition of the New York Yankees organization for those unfamiliar with it and as a refresher course for pinstripe fans. 

The Yankee teams that I grew up watching as a kid in the 1970s were emerging from a long drought of championships starting from their last World Series title in 1962 and last appearance in the series in 1964 to their appearance again in 1976 when the Yankees lost to the Big Red Machine, the Cincinnati Reds. The next chapter will cover the lean years. 

For now, let us study the dynasty years. The numbers I will be sharing with you will be jolting to say the least. Even as a lifelong fan of the team these statistics still blew me away because I had never really examined it all until now for this book. So let's dive into the figures.

The Yankees first made the World Series in 1921 thanks to the acquisition of Babe Ruth from the Boston Red Sox thus giving birth to the infamous Curse of the Bambino legend. I will get into the curse later on and how it ended, much to my chagrin. 

The Yankees lost their first 2 World Series but as you can see below they would go on an incredible run afterwards winning 20 of its next 27 appearances over the course of 42 years. 

The years where the Yankees lost in the World Series will be highlighted in red and the winning years will be green. The totals for this 44 year period are staggering: 

20 World Series titles

  9 World Series defeats

15  Years they did not reach the World Series (They reached the World Series 29 times in 44 years!)

[image: Image]

The winning percentage of championships from 1921 to 1964 for the Yankees was .45%. That's almost like winning the World Series every other season over 4 decades! Now do you see why pinstripe fans got so spoiled?

Let's break it down according to decades starting with the 1920s. We will list the number of World Series wins and losses for each decade:

1920's: 3-3

1930's: 5-0

1940's: 4-1

1950's: 6-2

1960's: 2-3

Total:  20-9  .69%

The best Yankee Dynasty teams were clearly the Casey Stengel teams from the 1950s with Mickey Mantle, Joe DiMaggio & Yogi Berra which won 5 championships in a row (1949-1953) and the 1930s Murderer's row featuring Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig which won 4 straight (1936-1939). 

Another dynasty featured Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris & Whitey Ford which went to the World Series 5 years in a row from 1960 to 1964 but they only managed to win 2 championships and lost 3 times before the drought years  started in 1965. 

As for the dynasty years for the 1970s that included my beloved 1978 Yankees here is how its decade turned out after nothing for the first 6 seasons of the '70s:

1970's:  2-1

The same dynasty spilled into the early 80's (1976-1981). They lost the ALCS in 1980 after having the league's best record and then lost the 1981 World Series after taking 2 games to none lead
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