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        To my beautiful wife, Lisa,
for taking the leap of faith to enter a lifelong covenant with me.

    




    
        To my precious children, walking masterpieces of that covenant.

    




    
        To my first love, Jesus, my all-satisfying Saviour.
Thank you for your covenant faithfulness. Without it, I would be dead in my sin.
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In 2008, I had the privilege of being part of a philanthropic project where a charity collaborated with MTV to film a documentary on the AIDS epidemic in Africa. The idea was to take two well-known Australian bands to South Africa, expose them to what was happening, and then let them use their fame to tell the world about it.

I heard of atrocities I can’t repeat here, where the snowball effect had led to babies becoming victims of the most heinous crimes. It seemed like a hopeless cause to suggest that we could turn things around when the devastation was so widespread.

Then we spoke with the founder of an organisation who had a simple but revolutionary idea. They believed the only way to redeem Africa would be to raise the next generation to embody a different way of living. They were partnering with schools to identify students already living lives of moral integrity and equipping them to expand their influence among their peers.

The concept was simple but profound: if change was to come, it had to start with the future leaders of Africa—the children.

When I sensed what seemed like God’s prompting to speak into this contentious issue of divorce and remarriage, I found myself wondering whether it was a hopeless cause, given how commonplace it is in the Church today. Who was I to suggest we might have gotten it wrong?

I believe God’s response to my wrestling was clear: we need to raise up the next generation to embody the beauty of covenant faithfulness, showing a hurting world that God remains faithful to them, despite their unfaithfulness to him. It shifted my wrestling to questions of why we would allow our children to make the same mistakes as us to avoid offending past and present generations.

“I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2 NKJV). If this book doesn’t direct your gaze to Jesus, then I have failed you. If there’s any subject matter that could lead to condemnation and shame, it’s divorce.

The clearest way we see in Scripture is to behold Jesus in all his beauty. Then we can make sense of the narrow road he invites us onto. My hope is that you discover the depth of Jesus’ love, justice, and mercy.

I pray you will be captivated by the beauty of covenant and the honour it is to let our marriages speak of the glorious story of redemption, bought with the blood of Christ. Our marriages are one of the most powerful expressions of the gospel, and when we refuse to give up on them, it speaks loudly to a world starving for true intimacy. It reveals the depth of Jesus’ love for them.

It has to be all about Jesus!

In many churches—including the ones I grew up in—we rarely talked about the beauty of unbreakable covenant or the power of reconciliation to restore a broken marriage. I wasn’t told how stunning singleness is, where you can live solely devoted to Jesus, who is more than enough for you.

Despite this omission of discipleship in my life, by the grace of God I found myself on the banks of a quiet river in Zimbabwe, breaking the news to my mother in her homeland that she wouldn’t get any grandkids from me. I was going to remain single so that I could better serve Jesus in the kingdom of God, and I was overjoyed—there was no lack in it for me, only a vision of laying down my life for Jesus with no strings attached.

Jesus had other plans. Through a series of events, including the death of my father, who I had recently been reconciled to after 19 years of estrangement—God brought me home from the mission field in Indonesia and, in his providence, introduced me to my treasured wife. It’s a long, intricate story of how God brought us together, but I will save that for another time.

I am blessed beyond words to have experienced the indescribable gift of both singleness and the covenant of marriage in my lifetime. I was single for just shy of 30 years, and I write this just shy of 15 years of marriage. I have three gorgeous children, made in the image of our covenant love, with the sheer privilege of helping them discover their identity—that they are made in the image of a glorious God.

In wrestling with this issue, I found two key themes often missing from the debate. The first is the sufficiency of Christ to meet all our needs. If we don’t believe Jesus is enough to satisfy our deepest desires, how can we joyfully embrace singleness—whether before marriage or after a breakdown?

The second theme is how unbelief robs us of playing the lead role in one of God’s miraculous redemption stories. If we don’t believe Jesus can redeem an abusive or unfaithful spouse and restore our covenant, we will instinctively resist his counter-cultural teaching on divorce and remarriage.

It’s easy for any of us to slip into a victim mentality, focusing on our rights instead of God’s call.

As a social worker, I understand this. It often comes from a posture of empathy—and that is a beautiful thing. No one wants anyone to suffer unnecessarily. Yet is it ever wise for us to push our own agenda when the Creator of all things has already written the most beautiful redemption story—and longs to write that same story into our marriages?

How have we come to believe that discarding a spouse—even when they’ve deeply wounded us—can sit comfortably alongside Jesus on the cross, pleading for forgiveness? (Luke 23:34)

A quick Google search will reveal countless voices, from pastors, theologians, bloggers, and hurting people, arguing that it would be inhumane for God not to allow divorce and remarriage when someone has been genuinely harmed by their spouse. In my profession, I have seen the worst of these stories, and so again, I get it. My heart breaks for them too. I want to love those people as Jesus would if he were me.

This is precisely where the tension lies. When we base our judgements purely on his Word, his love can look very different from what we insist it should look like. While many seek to let pastoral concerns guide their reading of Scripture, I want to suggest we might need to let Scripture shape our pastoral response first.

My heart is that we, the Church, would discover what love looks like according to his Word, so we can love our wayward spouses, or those suffering in their marriages, the way Jesus would if he were us. I want the world to see how astonishingly good, how remarkably just, and how beautifully faithful Jesus has been to them.

I am convinced our marriages could be one of the most powerful ways to preach this good news.

Rather than get caught up in how we may have missed the mark, I pray we can imagine a better way for our children—an ancient way that began in Genesis 1, to which Jesus called us back as he commenced his ministry. I pray we don’t miss the beauty of covenant amid the challenge of what to do with our own personal experiences.

I don’t trust my own judgement on what love looks like in these sensitive matters, nor do I want anyone to fall into condemnation because of my words. Instead, I turn to the Word made flesh, the Lover of lovers, and find my bearings in Christ alone.

Jesus is for you, not against you.

I believe in your marriage.
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        The Gospel of Covenant

    



 

 

We can’t talk about such a contentious issue without first talking about the good news of covenant. Covenant is far more than a contractual agreement. It is a vow made before God, a bond that, in his design, cannot be severed. In marriage, the only fitting language is “one flesh.” Two lives fused together in a way no human authority can separate. Taken as a whole, Scripture seems to point to a union that, in God’s eyes, remains one until our final breath.

We become each other’s closest family on earth.

 


    
        The One Flesh Image of God

    



To many, this can sound like bondage. But is that because we have not been discipled to see that our one flesh union can only thrive relationally when our needs are first met in Jesus, the one who gave himself for us and now sustains us by his Spirit? When we are brought together as one, we are no longer dependent on each other to meet our deepest needs, and are freed to serve each other without demanding anything of our spouse.

This counter-cultural, selfless love modelled by Jesus is the key to a flourishing marriage. Without it, our marriages become as difficult as they are often advertised, but we are not ultimately victims of this under Christ. If we find ourselves there, freedom awaits in both spouses returning to their first love.

This is the beauty of covenant marriage—something the world hungers for but does not know where to find.

Now is the time for us, empowered by grace, to restore this timeless creation—marriages marked by selflessness, forgiveness, reconciliation, and generosity to each other and the world. A love that doesn’t feel like duty but delights in serving the other.

One flesh made in the image of God.

This is what covenant looks like in practice.

After sin entered the world, we were tragically separated from God. Yet in his grace, he made a way for redemption by expelling Adam and Eve from paradise—creating the opportunity for repentance and eventual return.

Separation with purpose.

The commissioning of this redemptive plan began with a covenant. Adam and Eve brought sin into the world, and in God’s incomprehensible mercy they would be the conduits through which he redeems creation.

Three elements appear whenever a covenant is established.1 The first is a promise, where vows are made between the parties. Second is sacrifice—the cutting of the covenant—where blood is shed (the Hebrew word beriyt literally means “to cut”). Finally comes the seal, a visible symbol reminding both parties of their permanent agreement.

A promise.

A blood sacrifice.

A seal.

This pattern—promise, sacrifice, and seal—runs throughout the story of God and finds its fulfilment in Christ.

What does this mean for our marriages?

God promises to bring salvation through Eve’s seed, which includes the eventual destruction of the one who deceived her (Genesis 3:15; 1 Timothy 2:15). The blood covenant is established with God sacrificing an animal—the first physical death—and it is sealed with them being clothed in its skins.

Their inadequate attempt to cover their shame with fig leaves was replaced by God's act of mercy, so that every time they covered their nakedness, they would be reminded of God’s unmerited grace in establishing a covenant with them. One day they would be covered in God’s glory again.

A promise to Adam and Eve—humanity.

The blood sacrifice of an animal.

The seal of covering.

It’s interesting that one of the primary places Scripture presents as safe for us to be fully uncovered before another, is within covenant marriage—a committed relationship of lifelong love. Every time we make love, are we not embodying the undoing of the shame of Eden?

A moment where nothing is hidden, fear is abandoned, and intimacy is restored within the safety of covenant.

Could it be that this is the only place where sexual intimacy is truly safe?

On countless occasions, a reference to God’s covenant with his people is accompanied by the Hebrew word hesed, which is often translated “steadfast love.” Its meaning is too rich for one word. It embodies mercy, kindness, faithfulness, and goodness. Rabbis have referred to it as love in action.2

It is the answer to our shame. In this well-known passage, the prophet Micah captures how God requires this of us:

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness [hesed], and to walk humbly with your God?
(Micah 6:8)


We are called to do justice and to walk in humble submission to God, and part of that is cherishing hesed, which speaks of God’s covenant mercy in redeeming all that was lost. Covenant and steadfast love go hand in hand—you cannot have one without the other.

We know that humanity dishonoured this covenant in such a way that God deemed it necessary to destroy them. But God doesn’t break his covenant and chooses a remnant to carry on the seed that would eventually crush Satan and restore creation as promised.

He vows to save Noah and his family, and tragically the covenant is marked by judgement on the rest of humanity. A rainbow is the seal of the covenant to remind them that God would never destroy his people by flood again.

A promise to Noah.

The blood sacrifice of those who rebelled.

The seal of a rainbow.

The story continues with another marriage. God promises Abram that as many as the countless stars which light up the sky by night, so will his offspring be.

The only problem was his wife Sarai was barren, and to say they were mature aged would be an understatement. It was biologically impossible, yet Abram believed the Lord and was deemed righteous in God’s eyes (Genesis 15:1–6).

As it was modelled by God in the beginning, it became Jewish custom when initiating a covenant, to sever animals in half and walk between the pieces. This vivid act bore witness that their covenant was binding. Yet it also carried a solemn warning: if they were to dishonour it, they could expect the same carnage upon their own lives (Jeremiah 34:18–20).

It is no surprise that to solidify God’s covenant with Abram, God in the form of a smoking fire pot and flaming torch passed through the butchered halves of a heifer, a goat, and a ram (Genesis 15:9–21). This would be a constant visual reminder that in God’s unwavering commitment to his covenant, his promises would never fail, and if Israel was unfaithful to it there would be blood on their hands. Unfortunately for the men at the time, circumcision was the seal of the covenant.

A promise to Abraham.

The blood sacrifice of animals.

The seal of circumcision.

We all know how wrong the story goes, despite a seal as memorable as having your foreskin cut off, unbelief keeps Israel from walking in the abundance of God’s promises. Nevertheless, the climax of the story is Jesus on the cross, sacrificed like those animals, to take the fall and redeem the covenant Israel was unfaithful to.

The new covenant was the fulfilment of all the covenants God had made with his people.

This is not a picture of covenant being replaced, but of it being redeemed.

It’s scandalous grace that led to reconciliation and all things being made new.

Jesus washed the blood off their hands by bleeding for them. He was the offspring of Abraham, sacrificed to restore our covenant with the Father. The seal of this covenant was the gift of the Holy Spirit, who would empower us to enact the same covenantal love in our relationships.

Our marriages are no longer powerless. Christ has overcome.

A promise to all humanity.

The blood sacrifice of Jesus.

The seal of the Holy Spirit.

Imagine if we truly believed this. That the death and resurrection of Jesus could restore our one flesh union despite adultery, abuse, or abandonment.

We are often told a deficit story: sometimes things don’t work out, and we deserve a partner who meets our needs. But in those moments, we can look to Christ crucified. He died so that our marriage covenant might be restored—against all odds.

What would it look like if we walked in the Spirit, the seal of the new covenant? What a glorious Church we would be if we stopped trying to write our own redemption stories by marrying another, and made room for God to restore his image in our one flesh union.

The Trinity shows us the way:

The Father vowed to redeem.
Jesus’ blood cut this eternal covenant.
The Holy Spirit empowers us to walk in hesed.

 


    
        Loving to our Last Breath

    



I would never want to trivialise the betrayal of abuse or infidelity in marriage. They are deeply wrong and harmful. No one should have to live in a relationship like that. The challenge is to separate the behaviour from the person; otherwise, we demonise someone made in the image of God, and we will struggle to embrace the beauty of covenant.

Only unmerited mercy and steadfast love can sustain our covenant with a wayward spouse. So, there is grace in separating with purpose if we approach it with hesed.

Within these boundaries, the offending spouse is held to account for the sake of their redemption, and their steadfast lover is freed to intercede with Jesus for this redemption. This embodies justice and humble submission to God, while the world would suggest that justice is getting rid of them.

If God’s pattern with his people is any guide, it becomes difficult to see how ending the relationship reflects the heart of the triune God.

Perhaps this is why we say “until death do us part” in our marriage vows. It is a promise we make to each other because it beautifully captures the spirit of intimacy embodied by this eternal Community. We would be unwise not to model our intimacy on this perfect love.

The Scriptures speak with a clarity here that is hard to ignore, even if sincere believers have wrestled with how to interpret it. The Apostle Paul sums up his very practical and detailed teaching on marriage with the reality that only death can end a covenant:

A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
(1 Corinthians 7:39)


This understanding must have become so commonplace in the early church that the Apostle Paul uses it as an analogy. When making his point that only death makes the law obsolete in the lives of God’s people, he writes in Romans:

For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
(Romans 7:2–3)


One of the assumptions in parts of the Church today is that because God “divorced” Israel, there is therefore room for divorce in his kingdom. This has become so ingrained that some read Romans and argue that, since Paul is speaking about the law, it has no relevance to divorce and remarriage.

But this risks missing the nature of a good analogy—it only works if the audience recognises the image being used.

Jesus’ words seemed to have left little room for anything on earth to separate a one flesh union—and this was probably fresh in their minds. Memory experts suggest associating something outlandish with what you are trying to remember—making it easier to recall.3 Jesus’ teaching on divorce was as outlandish as it gets—there was no forgetting it. This made it the perfect analogy for Paul to make sense of his argument.

In a culture where our instincts often shape how we define truth, our confirmation bias is heavily influenced by the ways of the world. We are inclined to assume God’s separation from Israel is evidence that the covenant was severed, rather than see Jesus on the cross laying down his life as the fulfilment of God’s covenant to Israel.

Would God ever fail to keep his covenant?

Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them, for I am the Lord their God. But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the Lord.
(Leviticus 26:44–45)


Israel’s unfaithfulness did not lead God to abandon his covenant or replace his people. Instead, he worked through their disobedience so that the Gentiles might be welcomed into the kingdom. Yet even in this, Israel was not discarded:

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew… So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By
















    
        Jesus Sacrificed for our Reconciliation

    





















    
        Marriage Restoration on Our Knees

    




































    
        Married in God’s Eyes
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