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			HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE

			Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, and so on.

			We would appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

			Globe Pequot Press

			Reader Response/Editorial Department

			PO Box 480

			Guilford, CT 06437

			Or you may e-mail us at: editorial@GlobePequot.com

			Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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			Introduction

			Thousands of miles of hiking trails have been carved into Washington State. They switchback up glacier-carved mountains, wander through quiet forests, and follow rivers to their sources. With a relatively mild climate and diverse landscapes, Washington is a playground for anyone who loves the outdoors.

			Each year Washington’s trails welcome millions of boot steps of hikers and backpackers looking to escape the daily grind of urban life, just as they have for well over a hundred years. With so much to take in and see, it is easy to forget that there is a story behind the creation of every trail. There is a reason that a trail exists—whether it be a repurposed railroad line, an access trail to an airplane beacon, a fire road blazed to fight a wildfire, or simply a path leading to a lofty summit. Often, a trail’s story is wrapped up in the history of the area. Learning about that history provides a little context and helps connect the hiker with the trail’s past.

			In this guidebook we tell the stories of forty-plus trails around Washington State while lending a little historical background to these hikes. Yet this is not a book of history. It is a guidebook designed to give hikers everything they need to explore and enjoy these trails. The historical background provides a glimpse into the past, a flavor of the local history to enhance the experience. We selected hikes with particularly interesting backgrounds and that have a wide variety of popularity, difficulty, landscapes, and locations. The book is organized by region, roughly defined by the major highways that provide access to the trailheads. Every hike in this volume is within a two-hour drive of Seattle, though we hope future volumes will eventually reach every corner of the state.

			Weather

			Washington’s climate is dominated by a rain shadow that creates two dramatically different weather patterns on either side of the Cascade Mountain Range. Western Washington is generally wetter and milder than eastern Washington. This guidebook directs you to hikes in both of these areas.

			Although Washington’s generally mild climate allows for hiking year-round, the best months for hiking are late May through late September. In a typical year, snow has melted from most elevations by late May and what remains is usually navigable with ease. Temperatures in western Washington during the hiking season tend to be between 60° and 70°F without a dramatic variance between day and evening temperatures. Eastern Washington will get hotter, typically ranging between 70° and 80°F and have a larger variance between night and day.

			Rain, fog, and cloudy weather are always a possibility, though clear skies are much more likely in eastern Washington. Weather can also change very quickly, and hikers should always be prepared for rain and cool temperatures. Make a habit of checking the weather for the area where you plan to hike before heading out to the trailhead. The Weather Channel, Weather Underground, weather.gov, and Accuweather are all good online resources that allow searches by zip code. See hikingwithmybrother.com/p/hiking-resources.html for more details.
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				Mule deer (hike 2)

			

		

		
			Flora and Fauna

			Washington’s weather patterns also influence the vegetation and wildlife you’ll encounter. This guidebook contains hikes in three distinct ecological areas of the state: the Olympic Peninsula, the western Cascades, and the eastern Cascades.

			The Olympic Peninsula contains one of the few temperate rain forests on the planet and is home to a number of unique species, including Jeremy’s favorite, the Olympic marmot. The Olympic Mountains get the most precipitation of any region in Washington, and as a consequence the forests tend to be lush with moss and undergrowth. The forests are populated with Douglas fir, western hemlock, and Sitka spruce and are well known for an abundance of wild rhododendrons. Hikers could encounter a variety of wildlife, including brown bears, mountain goats, elk, and deer.

			The western Cascades are drier than the Olympics, with forests of alder and vine maple at lower elevations and Douglas fir, western hemlock, and western red cedar at higher elevations. Deer, bears, and cougars and are all present in this region, as are bald eagles, pikas, marmots, and martens.

			When crossing to the east side of the Cascades, the landscape changes dramatically. Much drier and dustier than the western portion of the state, the forests are still full of Douglas fir, but here they are accompanied by ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, and western larch. The wildlife is similar to that of the western Cascades, although you are more likely to encounter snakes and other sun-loving animals here.

			Wilderness Restrictions and Regulations

			Washington State contains six national forests, thirteen national parks, twenty-three national wildlife refuges, thirty-one national wilderness areas, 138 state parks, 143 State Department of Natural Resources recreation areas, and hundreds of city and county parks and recreation areas. These lands are managed by a patchwork of federal, state, and local agencies, each with slightly different requirements for hiking in these areas. In wilderness areas in particular, be sure to review the restrictions on campfires, garbage, and pets.

			The majority of the hikes in this guidebook will take you through national forests and national wilderness areas, though occasionally a hike will explore a state or county regional park. Generally, hiking in a national forest will require a Northwest Forest Pass, and many state lands will require a Discover Pass. Information on whether a pass is required is provided for each hike in the book.

		

	
		
			How to Use This Guide

			This guide is meant to provide accurate and concise information on some of the best hiking in Washington. Our goal is to answer the question: “Where should I go hiking this weekend?” The overview map plots hiking destinations in relation to geographic regions and major roads.

			The guide groups hikes into the following five geographic regions: the Olympic Peninsula, Mountain Loop Highway Corridor, Highway 2 Corridor, Interstate 90 Corridor, and Highway 410 Corridor. With the exception of the Interstate 90 Corridor, hikes within a region are similar in ecology, habitat, flora, fauna, and geology. The Interstate 90 Corridor contains hikes in both eastern and western Washington, which have differing ecologies.

			Use the map to decide on a hike in the part of the state you would like to visit, then read the appropriate entry to begin more detailed planning of your trip. Each entry contains the following information:

			Start: This is the trailhead where the hike begins.

			Distance: The total distance in miles that the hike travels is listed here.

			Hiking time: This is an estimate of how long it will take to hike the trail. (This is just an estimate and can vary widely according to hiking pace, weather, trail conditions, and stops along the way.)

			Difficulty: Our subjective opinion of the difficulty of the hike. Hikes are classified as easy, moderate, or difficult.

			Best season: A suggested best time of year in which to hike the trail.

			Traffic: This section tells you if you should expect to see other trail users during your hike, such as hunters, mountain bikers, horseback riders, etc.

			Maps: This section provides a listing of park maps and USGS 1:24,000 quad maps available for the hike. (Within the guidebook entry for each hike, we provide a detailed map showing trailheads, parking, trails, peaks, and other landmarks. These maps are not, however, meant for orienteering or compass work.)

			Trail contacts: The address, phone number, and website for acquiring up-to-date local information are included here.

			Special considerations: Specific trail hazards or warnings, such as when hunting season takes place, when there might be ice on the trail, or a lack of water, are indicated here.

			Finding the trailhead: Directions to the trailhead are provided. Often, two or more sets of directions are listed to get you to different trailheads or to guide you from different starting points. This information should be used in conjunction with the maps in this guide, USGS maps, and state road maps. Abbreviations used in this section include:

			
					I—interstate

					US—US highway

					SR—state road

					Highway—state road

					CR—county road

					FR—forest road

			

			The Hike: Generally, the hike is described to give the reader a flavor of what to expect along the trail. By design, these descriptions seek to capture the most important aspects of the hike while still leaving plenty of room for discovery. Alternate routes or suggestions for other nearby hikes may also be included here.

			Miles and Directions: Trail junctions, geographic features, or other important points are listed here.

			Historical Background: Every hike has a story, and this section gives the reader a glimpse into the past, whether it is the origins of the trail, background on the surrounding area, or just a little historical context.

		

	
		
			Trail Finder

			Best Hikes for Great Views

			10 Mount Pilchuck

			12 Vesper Peak

			13 Gothic Basin

			20 Beckler Peak

			23 Skyline Lake

			26 McClellan Butte

			27 Mount Defiance and Mason Lake

			28 Kendall Peak and Kendall Katwalk

			29 Snoqualmie Mountain

			30 Silver Peak Loop and Twin Lakes

			31 Rachel Lake and Alta Mountain

			32 Kachess Ridge Beacon

			33 Hex Mountain

			37 Kelly Butte

			Best Hikes for Lake Lovers

			1 Spruce Railroad

			2 Royal Basin

			4 Lake of the Angels

			13 Gothic Basin

			15 Goat Lake

			17 Lake Serene and Bridal Veil Falls

			19 Blanca Lake

			22 Surprise and Glacier Lakes

			23 Skyline Lake

			27 Mount Defiance and Mason Lake

			31 Rachel Lake and Alta Mountain

			36 Echo and Greenwater Lakes

			Best Hikes for Waterfalls

			7 Boulder River

			15 Goat Lake

			17 Lake Serene and Bridal Veil Falls

			31 Rachel Lake and Alta Mountain

			38 Snoquera Falls

			40 Pack Forest

			Best Hikes for Families

			1 Spruce Railroad

			5 Staircase Rapids

			6 Lower Skokomish River

			7 Boulder River

			8 Old Sauk River

			9 Lime Kiln

			14 Monte Cristo Townsite

			16 Lord Hill Regional Park

			21 Iron Goat Trail

			24 Soaring Eagle Regional Park

			34 Franklin Townsite

			35 Mud Mountain Rim Trail

			36 Echo and Greenwater Lakes

			40 Pack Forest

		

		
			Best Hikes for Backpacking

			2 Royal Basin

			4 Lake of the Angels

			6 Lower Skokomish River

			13 Gothic Basin

			14 Monte Cristo Townsite

			15 Goat Lake

			22 Surprise and Glacier Lakes

			27 Mount Defiance and Mason Lake

			30 Silver Peak Loop and Twin Lakes

			31 Rachel Lake and Alta Mountain

			36 Echo and Greenwater Lakes

			Best Hikes for the Winter

			1 Spruce Railroad

			6 Lower Skokomish River

			7 Boulder River

			8 Old Sauk River

			9 Lime Kiln

			16 Lord Hill Regional Park

			18 Index Town Wall

			24 Soaring Eagle Regional Park

			34 Franklin Townsite

			35 Mud Mountain Rim Trail

			39 Melmont Townsite

			40 Pack Forest
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				The town of Easton sits below the ridgeline (hike 32).
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			Olympic Peninsula

		

		
			During the last ice age, as glaciers crept down from Canada to carve Washington’s basins and valleys, the Olympic Mountains were an island of land above the ice. For that reason, the Olympic Peninsula is home to a unique ecology that has been largely preserved within the Olympic National Park. Those same rugged peaks of the Olympic Mountains kept the interior of the peninsula a mystery nearly a hundred years after Captain George Vancouver first entered the Strait of Juan de Fuca in 1792. Today, the mountains and river valleys provide some of the best hiking in the state.
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				A trail winds through old-growth Douglas firs (hike 6).

			

		

	
		
			1 Spruce Railroad

			This easy 8.0-mile walk along the shores of Lake Crescent follows the route of a historic railroad line.

		

		
			Start: Spruce Railroad Trailhead

			Distance: 8.0 miles out and back

			Hiking time: About 3–4 hours

			Elevation gain: 100 feet

			High point: 650 feet

			Difficulty: Easy with very little elevation

			Best season: Hikeable year-round; best May–Oct

			Traffic: Equestrian and bike use, heavy foot traffic

			Fees and permits: None

			Maps: USGS Lake Crescent; Green Trails Map #101 (Lake Crescent)

			Trail contacts: Hood Canal Ranger District—Quilcene, 295142 Highway 101 S., PO Box 280, Quilcene, WA 98376; (360) 765-2200; fs.usda.gov/olympic

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Seattle take the Bainbridge Island Ferry, following SR 305 through Poulsbo to SR 3. Follow SR 3 to the Hood Canal Bridge, taking a left over the bridge onto SR 104. Follow SR 104 as it merges onto US 101 and continue another 36 miles to Port Angeles, taking a left on Lincoln Street to stay on US 101. Continue 17 miles to East Beach Road and take a right. Continue for about 4 miles, crossing the Lyre River to a road signed Spruce Railroad Trail. Take a left and find the parking for the trailhead where the public road ends. Trailhead GPS: N48 05.619' / W123 48.148'

			The Hike

			Two trailheads serve the Spruce Railroad Trail, allowing hikers to start at either end or to take two cars and shuttle between the trailheads for a shorter hike. From the eastern trailhead, the route begins easily, following the bones of one of the many logging roads built to bring lumber down to the railway in 1918. Firs and hemlocks thicken as you move beyond a few cabins and houses clustered near the trailhead. Before long the trail finds portions of the rail bed as it skirts the lake. The first mile of trail involves a few ups and downs as you make your way around the base of Pyramid Mountain, and the views of the lake begin to widen.

			As you progress, the firs begin to give way to madronas and the trail dips down to the lakeshore and crosses over a deep swimming hole known as the Devil’s Punchbowl. The bridge offers one of the first of many big views of Lake Crescent and the surrounding mountains. Pick out Mount Storm King almost directly across the water and Mounts Aurora and Sugardough as you look to the south.

			As you continue past the bridge, you soon regain the rail bed and may notice a rough path up the mountainside. If you’re feeling adventurous, scramble up to find one of the tunnels built for the railway. These are not particularly safe at the moment, and we don’t recommend exploring them unless you have the right experience and gear. After you’ve taken a look at the tunnel, press onward along the lakeshore for more pristine views of Lake Crescent and sections of quiet forest. There are some great spots to take a break along the way.  After 4 miles you’ll reach the far trailhead. Turn around and enjoy the walk in reverse.

			This trail is a great winter hiking option, as the lake tends to minimize the snow. It is relatively flat, with just a few portions of elevation as the trail deviates from the rail bed, making it a good choice for bringing along the whole family or maybe some of your nonhiking friends. This is also a mixed-use trail, and one that allows mountain bikes and stock. So you can expect a variety of company along the way during the warmer months. A project is under way that will reroute and pave portions of the trail, reopen the tunnels, and add new sections to the trail, all with the intent of bringing more traffic to the area. Whatever the effect of this change, the Spruce Railroad Trail will continue to be a decent winter hike well into the future.

		

		
			[image: arrow]Between November 1917 and October 1918, Washington produced 88,471,594 board feet of spruce to help the war effort.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0At the Spruce Railroad Trailhead, start by crossing the gravel road and head south on the trail. A privy is located at the trailhead.

			1.2Cross over the steel bridge spanning Devil’s Punchbowl at Devil Point.

			1.3Shortly after the bridge, turn right and scramble up a loose-gravel hill to the entrance of the McFee Tunnel.

			3.0After rounding a bluff, turn right and backtrack to the Daley-Rankin Tunnel.

			4.0Trail end: Find the alternate parking area at the end of Camp David Jr. Road here.

			8.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Hikers explore the inside of the McFee Tunnel near Devil’s Punchbowl.
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				Hikers walk the railroad grade in stands of second-generation forest.

			

		

		
			Historical Background

			In 1856 the deep, 12-mile glacial lake now known as Lake Crescent was dubbed Lake Everett by John Everett and John J. Sutherland, a pair of hunters and trappers who also lent their name to nearby Lake Sutherland. But by 1890, boosters in nearby Port Crescent began referring to it as Lake Crescent in a bid to raise the prominence of the logging boomtown and attract more settlers. The ploy failed, and by the end of 1893, Port Crescent was all but abandoned. Today, the settlement is gone, but Lake Crescent remains, likely named not only for its own vaguely crescent shape but also after the shape of Crescent Bay, where Port Crescent once stood.

			In 1917 the United States entered World War I and quickly needed vast supplies of Sitka spruce to produce warplanes. At the time, Sitka spruce was the gold standard in warplane material, and within a year the army formed the Spruce Production Division to help pull as much spruce out of Northwest forests as possible. To that end, the Spruce Production Division Railroad No. 1 began construction in May 1918, eventually stretching 36 miles along Lake Crescent and into the Olympic Forest. The effort involved the blasting of two tunnels and was constructed at breakneck speed, compressing a one- to two-year project into just six months. As impressive as that feat was, it was not fast enough to beat the end of the war, which stopped timber operations before the railroad could haul a single spruce. The railway languished for a few years, until 1925 when Port Angeles Western Railroad operated the line before tapering off in 1951 and officially abandoning it in 1953. The Spruce Railroad again languished, this time for nearly thirty years, until 1981, when portions of the line along the lake were converted to the Spruce Railroad Road Trail.

		

	
		
			2 Royal Basin

			Take on this 16.0-mile hike out to a set of pristine alpine lakes.

		

		
			Start: Upper Dungeness Trailhead

			Distance: 16.0 miles out and back

			Hiking time: About 11–12 hours

			Elevation gain: 3,000 feet

			High point: 5,700 feet

			Difficulty: Moderate due to elevation and length

			Best season: June–Sept

			Traffic: Equestrian use permitted; heavy foot traffic

			Fees and permits: Northwest Forest Pass

			Maps: USGS Mount Deception; Green Trails Map #136 (Tyler Peak)

			Trail contacts: Hood Canal Ranger District—Quilcene, 295142 Highway 101 S., PO Box 280, Quilcene, WA 98376; (360) 765-2200; fs.usda.gov/olympic

			Special considerations: Portions of this trail are in wilderness areas that require additional permits to stay overnight. Contact the ranger station for more information.

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Seattle take the Bainbridge Island Ferry, following SR 305 through Poulsbo to SR 3. Follow SR 3 to the Hood Canal Bridge, taking a left over the bridge onto SR 104. Follow SR 104 as it merges onto US 101, continue another 18 miles, and turn left onto Palo Alto Road. From here take a right onto FR 2880 near the Dungeness River. Continue just under 2 miles to FR 2870. Head left and follow that road for 6.5 miles to the trailhead. Trailhead GPS: N47 52.693' / W123 08.208'

			The Hike

			The trail begins at Upper Dungeness Trailhead #833.2, a parking area along FR 2870 near the Dungeness River. Climb up the Dungeness River Trail through looming moss-covered firs and thick underbrush for about a mile to a junction pointing you toward Royal Basin. Sheltered under the thick forest canopy, begin the long trek to the lake alongside the constant burbling of Royal Creek, your companion for nearly the entire journey.

			As you progress, the forest will occasionally open, revealing glimpses of nearby peaks lining the valley. Streams both small and large cut across the trail, often snaking down narrow grass-filled valleys that invariably seem filled with small herds of deer.

			The mild grade is occasionally interspersed with a short set of switchbacks, though eventually the trail flattens out into expansive meadows before hitting the last and most strenuous portion of the hike. Push through the final series of switchbacks to reach the lakeshore. Royal Lake sits directly beneath Mount Clark, with Mount Deception looming over the far end of the lake. For those feeling like a little extra adventure, a footpath leads around the lake and gives access to the upper basin at the base of Mount Deception. Whether you are spending the night or are just out on an extended day hike, find a quiet space to settle in and take in the panorama.

			This is an excellent hike, one that we recommend you consider for a weekend backpack. The distance from Seattle and the length of the hike make this a very long day if you’re not planning on an overnight—though on a sunny day, the Royal Creek Valley is picturesque in and of itself, making a shortened version of this hike well worth the effort. Although definitely a popular and well-known hike, it is entirely possible to encounter more wildlife than people—everything from deer to marmots to the occasional black bear.

		

		
			[image: arrow]The very cold waters of the Dungeness River are one of a few habitats of the endangered bull trout in Olympic National Park.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at Upper Dungeness Trailhead #833.2.

			1.0Turn right onto Royal Creek Trail #832.

			1.2At the junction with Maynard Burn Trail #816, continue straight ahead.

			5.2Take a rest at a large campsite under the tree canopy next to Royal Creek.

			6.2Arrive at the lower meadows of Royal Basin, which are filled with huckleberry. There are plenty of campsites here, but keep pushing on to more scenic accommodations.

			6.9Mount Clark reflects in the trout-filled waters of Royal Lake.

			7.0A large group campsite next to a stream offers ideal overnight camping.

			8.0Reach the upper basin. The crags of Mount Deception rise over the small lake and alpine terrain.

			16.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Backpackers trek through the alpine meadows.

			

		

		
			Historical Background

			Back in 1917, a group of intrepid backpackers working for the USDA Forest Service hiked into then-unexplored Royal Basin. Among the group were Roy Strom and G. A. Whitehead, a ranger for the Quilcene Ranger District. Upon entering the basin these trail veterans agreed that the alpine basin and lake were the most stunning and pristine they had ever seen. They dubbed the area “royal” to reflect its preeminence. They also named the creek Roy Creek for Roy Strom. Maps of the area produced from the 1920s to the 1940s all show a Roy Creek flowing out of Royal Lake. In 1946 the US Geological Survey produced the first map with the name Royal Creek. The USDA Forest Service followed the lead of the USGS on the maps it produced, and before long Roy Creek disappeared from all maps.

		

	
		
			3 Tubal Cain Mine and Tull Canyon

			This hike explores former mining communities and the wreckage of a B-17 Flying Fortress.

		

		
			Start: Tubal Cain Mine Trailhead

			Distance: 8.5 miles out and back

			Hiking time: About 4–5 hours

			Elevation gain: 1,600 feet

			High point: 4,600 feet

			Difficulty: Moderate due to some steep sections

			Best season: May–Oct

			Traffic: Moderate foot traffic

			Fees and permits: None

			Maps: USGS Mount Townsend; Green Trails Map #136 (Tyler Peak)

			Trail contacts: Hood Canal Ranger District—Quilcene, 295142 Highway 101 S., PO Box 280, Quilcene, WA 98376; (360) 765 2200; fs.usda.gov/olympic

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Seattle take the Bainbridge Island Ferry, following SR 305 through Poulsbo to SR 3. Follow SR 3 to the Hood Canal Bridge, taking a left over the bridge onto SR 104. Follow SR 104 as it merges onto US 101, continue another 18 miles, and turn left onto Palo Alto Road. Continue about 8 miles to Road #2880. Veer right and steeply descend to the Dungeness River, past Dungeness Forks Campground. In about 2 miles head left on Road #2870 and continue about 11 miles to the Tubal Cain Mine Trailhead. Trailhead GPS: N47 53.180' / W123 05.504'

			The Hike

			The Tubal Cain Mine Trail begins in a young forest of fir, hemlock, and rhododendron. Wide and flat, the trail gently guides you past the Silver Creek shelter and over a log bridge that spans the creek. Soon the trail climbs up into Copper Creek Canyon and the Buckhorn Wilderness, before flattening out along the slopes above Copper Creek. After about 3 miles of smooth trail, you’ll reach the Tull Canyon Trail and an
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