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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student and I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I live in Vancouver, Canada where I teach privately. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or on the hunt for the most delicious kimchi I can find. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed the CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of 20 years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice.

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.ca/eslspeaking)

Facebook (www.facebook.com/eslspeaking)

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

Get even more things ESL teaching, delivered straight to your inbox: (www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe).

You might also be interested in these other resources of mine. You can find them wherever you like to buy books: 


−  39 No-Prep/Low-Prep ESL Speaking Activities for Teenager and Adults

−  ESL/EFL Teaching Practice and Methodology

−  101 ESL Activities for Kids
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​How to Use this Book
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These conversation lessons are designed for teenagers, university students, or adults. They do assume a basic knowledge of English grammar and vocabulary so are best suited for intermediate or advanced students. 

The main purpose of these lessons is to get students talking about a certain topic and can be used for classes of 30 minutes to two hours. There are 67 different topics in total and each lesson includes the following:


−  warm-up question

−  vocabulary challenge (5 scrambled words from the conversation questions)

−  idioms and phrases related to the topic (5)

−  14 conversation questions

−  2-3 writing prompts suitable for class time or homework


For smaller classes of less than three students, it's possible to work through each lesson together as a class. It's also possible to use these conversation lessons for 1-1 or private tutoring. However, for larger classes of four or more, I recommend putting students into pairs and letting them work through the lesson together to make classes more student-centered. 
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​Age and Aging
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Warm-Up 

What's been the best age in your life so far? Why?

Vocabulary Challenge

t u u l e r c — a way of life shared by a group of people

t e r e i t m r n e — when someone stops working, usually due to reaching a certain age

o m m e y r — something remembered from the past

p a p i c l a t n — someone who is applying for something, usually a job

d e l y r e l — older people

Idioms and Phrases 

settle down, retirement homes, act her age, getting on in years, of age

His daughter picked him up to take a look at potential _____.

His mom wants him to _____ and have kids now that he's in his thirties. 

She can vote now that she's _____.

Her dad told her to grow up and _____.

Now that he's _____, he has to be more careful about what he eats.

Answers 

Vocabulary challenge: culture, retirement, memory, application, elderly 

Idioms and phrases: retirement homes, settle down, of age, act her age, getting on in years. 

Let's Talk!

	What is the best age to be? Why?

	Do you have any fears about getting older? What are they?

	Who is the oldest person that you know? Are you close to him/her? 

	Is age important in your culture?

	Can people of different ages be friends?

	Are you friends with someone much older or younger than you?

	What are some of your earliest memories?

	What was the hardest part about growing up for you? 

	What advice would you give to your younger self?

	What do you think of retirement homes (nursing homes)? Are they a nice option for older people or should they live with family members?

	What is a good age to "settle down" and get married? 

	Should younger people respect the elderly? Why or why not? 

	Where you're from, is it okay to ask people about their age?

	Should job applicants be required to disclose their age to employers?


Writing Prompts

A. Think about getting older. What are some things you're excited about? What are some things that you're not excited about?

B. What is a good memory that you have from when you were a child? 
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Warm-Up 

Do you like animals? Which ones?

Vocabulary Challenge

h s a k r — a kind of animal that lives in the ocean

h c m i a z p e n e  —a kind of animal that is closely related to humans

x e i t n t c — when there are no more of that living thing left on Earth

v e l o t u i n o — gradual changes over time

l a e t n r t a i e v —another choice or option

Idioms and Phrases

factory farms, plant-based, one-trick pony, the cat's meow, cold turkey

Have you tried any of the new, _____ meats yet?

I love that new TV show so much. It's just _____.

I tried to quit smoking _____ but I found it too difficult.

I prefer to not eat meat that is raised on _____.

My uncle is a _____. He always tells the same joke over and over again.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: shark, chimpanzee, extinct, evolution, alternative 

Idioms and phrases: plant-based, the cat's meow, cold turkey, factory farms, one-trick pony

Let's Talk!

1. Do you have any pets? 

2. Did you have any pets when you were younger?

3. Some people spend thousands of dollars on their pets, especially when they get sick. What are your thoughts about this? 

4. Do you have a favorite animal? 

5. Are you afraid of any animals?

6. Why do you think so many people are scared of sharks? Should they be scared of them? 

7. Have you seen any movies or read any books lately that featured animals in them? 

8. What do you think about zoos? 

9. What are your thoughts about eating meat raised on factory farms? 

10. Should people be allowed to eat wild animals like snakes, whales, etc.? 

11. Have you ever tried any of the new, plant-based meats like the Beyond Burger? What did you think about it? 

12. Is it necessary to use animals in product testing? Or, are there other alternatives? 

13. Should humans be doing more to ensure that animals don't become extinct? 

14. Do you think humans evolved from animals like chimpanzees? 

Writing Prompts

A. Zoos should be banned. Do you agree or disagree with this? 

B. Would you ever consider adopting a vegan or vegetarian diet? Why or why not? 
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​Appearance
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Warm-Up 

How much time do you spend getting ready for work or school? What are the things that you do?

Vocabulary Challenge

e p i r d u c e —beauty treatment for the feet

a m n c i u e r —beauty treatment for the hands

a w i x n g — getting hair removed, the painful way!

e m k u a p —what people wear on their face to try to enhance their appearance

c t o l e h s — what people wear on their bodies so that they aren't naked. 

Idioms and Phrases

hair cut, job application, dressed to kill, looks like a million bucks, five o'clock shadow

Fingers crossed! I just mailed off my _____.

She _____ after her vacation.

I have an appointment for a _____ at 3:00 today.

He was _____ for his work Christmas party.

My husband has a ______ when he gets home from work.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: pedicure, manicure, waxing, makeup, clothes 

Idioms and phrases: application, looks like a million bucks, hair cut, dressed to kill, five o'clock shadow

Let's Talk

	What is the first thing you notice when you meet someone?

	What are some factors in judging someone's appearance?

	What are some different types of hairstyles for men and women that are popular in your country? 

	How often do you get your hair cut?

	Have you ever had a pedicure or a manicure?

	What do you think about waxing? Have you ever done it? 

	Do you take pride in your appearance or not worry too much about it?

	What would you do if you noticed someone had food in their teeth or their "fly" was undone? 

	What kinds of clothes do you like to wear?

	Do you have a favorite article of clothing?

	How much money do you spend on clothes and shoes each month?

	What do you think about young girls wearing makeup?

	What about makeup for men?

	What are your thoughts about photos on job applications? 


Writing Prompts

A. You can't judge a book by the cover. What does this mean with regard to appearances? 

B. Describe your style. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Around the Neighborhood

[image: ]


Warm-Up 

Would you like to move somewhere else? Or, are you happy with where you live? 

Vocabulary Challenge

a f o m s u —something or someone that is widely known

e r n s t u t r a a —a place to eat outside the home

o c e v e n i t n n — describes something that is easy to access

e w k d e n e — Saturday and Sunday

e n h r g i o b s — people that live near you

Idioms and Phrases

public transport, city slicker, concrete jungle, grow up, middle of nowhere

My brother is a serious _____. He never wants to go camping or hiking with me.

I hated taking _____ so I bought a car.

He didn't _____ here, unlike most of the people that live here.

That place was in the _____. I had to keep driving and driving! 

New York is mostly a _____, except for Central Park.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: famous, restaurant, convenient, weekend, neighbors 

Idioms and phrases: city slicker, public transport, grow up, middle of nowhere, concrete jungle 

Let's Talk!

	What do you like about where you live?

	What do you dislike about where you live?

	What are some reasons that people might move to your neighborhood?

	Are there any famous areas or sights near where you live? 

	What are some things to do around your house?

	What are some of your favorite restaurants near your house?

	If you want to get a cheap, quick lunch near your home, where do you go? 

	Can you walk to do shopping or do you have to drive to pick up most things?

	Do you need a car to get around your town or is the public transport system adequate? 

	What are five adjectives you'd use to describe your neighborhood (busy, quiet, etc.)?

	Do you know your neighbors? What are they like? 

	What are three things you'd like to do to improve your neighborhood? 

	Did you grow up where you live now? If not, how do they compare? 

	When you go out at night or on the weekend, do you stick close to home or do you travel to another part of your city?


Writing Prompts

A. Describe where you live.

B. Compare your neighborhood with another one in your city. 
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Warm-Up 

Do you paint, draw, or take pictures (or do some other kind of art)? 

Vocabulary Challenge

i p t c e r u — another word for photo

a m d n t y a r o — not optional

u m e s m u — a place people go to look at things. For example, art of historical things. 

n i l n f c e u e — to cause something to change their way of thinking or acting

c t s u l r u e p — similar to a painting, but multi-dimensional

Idioms and Phrases

taking pictures, work of art, millions of dollars, down to a fine art, elementary school

If I had _____, I would definitely buy a fancy house.

He really enjoys _____ of birds every weekend.

My son is graduating from _____ next month.

That YouTuber has it _____.

I'm hoping to create a _____ but I'm not sure it's possible! 

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: picture, mandatory, museum, influence, sculpture 

Idioms and phrases: millions of dollars, taking pictures, elementary school, down to a fine art, work of art 

Let's Talk!

	Did you enjoy art class in school when you were a kid? 

	Should things like art class be mandatory until the end of high school? In most countries, it's optional after elementary school.

	Is art important to you? Why or why not?

	Should artists be funded by the government? 

	Why do you think people pay millions of dollars for some famous paintings or sculptures?

	If you had lots of money, would you spend it buying expensive pieces of art? 

	What would you think if you had a son or daughter who wanted to go to art school instead of university?

	Can art teach us things about life? 

	Have you ever been influenced by a piece of art? 

	Do you think movies and TV shows are a form of art?

	Is graffiti "real" art? 

	Is fashion/clothing art? 

	When was the last time you went to a museum? 

	Do you generally like going to museums? Why or why not? 


Writing Prompts

A. Artists should be supported by the government. Do you agree or disagree with this?

B. Describe a piece of art (or book, TV show, movie, etc.) that has influenced your life. 
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