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HAVE YOUR FISH GRILLED
AT THE MARKET

In Japan, barbecuing is an institution. Whether at home or in the biggest restaurants, it remains one of the pillars of Japanese gastronomy.

For a proper reunion with friends, there are places like this where you can bring whatever you feel like grilling.

Treat yourself: take advantage of the market alleys out back to pick up whatever strikes your fancy, or let the host create dishes for you to grill.

Good to know: though relatively quiet during the week, this place gets very lively on weekends.
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KYOTO’S
SPEAKEASY

It may be located in the heart of the Pontocho district, but you probably won’t find it if you’re searching for a bar. So try a bookstore instead – you’ll have better luck.

Need another clue? Look for a yellow door. Behind it, you’ll find the best cocktails in town, hands down.
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SPEND A NIGHT
IN A JAPANESE GARDEN

Between the extremely strict ryokans, which we don’t recommend for more than a night, and the big international hotels, it isn’t easy to find the hotel of your dreams in Kyoto.

And then, one day, you hear about Sowaka: finally, a nice place in the city’s historic center for a rest between seeing the sights … with the added bonus that the welcome and service they offer will transport you straight to the heart of Japanese hospitality.
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A GLASS OF WINE
FROM THE MORNING

Here’s a place that has spared a thought for those unfortunate jetlagged foreigners who find themselves wandering around in a daze, not knowing whether it’s morning, afternoon, or the middle of the night.

Tarel is the first wine bar that’s already open in the morning and also serves coffee. And the owner bakes his own bread. Stopping by for lunch on the go is also a good idea.
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TREAT YOURSELF
TO A KYOTO FAN

At the end of a little alley where you’d least expect it, there’s a very special fan workshop: Hachiya Uchiwa, which has chosen to specialize in the instantly recognizable shape of Kyoto’s traditional fans.

This workshop represents a true rebirth of the craft, since the last one like it disappeared almost 50 years ago.

Just choose the papers you want and watch your fan take shape before your astonished eyes.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE
EGG SANDWICH

Japanese students know where it’s at: when they want an egg sandwich, they head over to Songbird. Don’t hesitate to follow their lead for a good quick meal.

This is the three-star version of the top-selling item in Kyoto’s convenience stores.
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FOR STATIONERY
LOVERS

Needless to say, with a culture that values writing and drawing, Kyoto has no shortage of stationery studios. But if you’re looking for the rarest of papers, be sure not to miss this one.

A studio that feels timeless, Kamisoe creates papers each of which is more beautiful than the next. They’ll make you want to grab a pen and start writing, pronto.
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THE BEST PIZZA
IN TOWN

Japanese pizza? Yes, it exists, and it’s worth a trip to Monk, the restaurant of your dreams, a subtle mix of Japanese gastronomy and international culinary technicality – or maybe it’s the other way around?

The menu at Monk is incredible and will never cease to amaze you. It’s the best pizza in town, revamped with Japanese ingredients that will sweep you away with their surprising and subtle flavors: venison, mackerel, shirasu, and even glazed eggplant …

Ask the chef to do you the favor of cutting each pizza into slices so you can enjoy the privilege of tasting them all.
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MANY THANKS TO

FANY for her friendship, curiosity, and enthusiasm.

KIKI for helping me understand the soul of Kyoto.

TAKA SAN, TATSU SAN AND TORU SAN for welcoming me to their city over ten years ago.

RACHEL AND ALEX for being partners-in-belly-laughs during our peregrinations.

FAUSTINE for the poetry of her watercolors.

THOMAS, our expedition leader.




This book was created by:

Thierry Teyssier, texts

Ito Makoto and Ebisu Shin, photos

Faustine Ferrara, illustrations

Emmanuelle Willard Toulemonde, layout

Sophie Schlondorff, translation

Jana Gough, correction

Kimberly Bess, proofreading

Clémence Mathé, publishing

You can write to us at contact@soul-of-cities.com

Follow us on Instagram on @soul_of_guides

THANK YOU
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