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    For those who watch.
For those who, amid the confusion of these times,
choose the Word over opinion,
and vigilance over fear.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me." — Ezekiel 33:7
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​The Office of the Sentinel
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“So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.” — Ezekiel 33:7

A watchman does not invent the danger he announces. He is not a prophet of his own imagination, nor a man who enjoys the sound of his own alarm. He is simply a man placed on the wall, above the noise of the city, given one task: to keep his eyes open and to say plainly what he sees. The honor of the office lies entirely in its faithfulness. If he sleeps, men die who might have lived. If he cries out when there is nothing there, he becomes a fool no one will believe when the real army comes. The watchman lives, therefore, in a narrow and bracing kind of integrity. He must see clearly, and he must speak truly, and he must do both whether the city thanks him or not.

That commission, given to Ezekiel in the sixth century before Christ, is the spirit in which this book was written. I make no claim to the prophet’s gift. I claim only his posture: to stand where the Word can be seen whole, and to report what is there.

What you hold in your hands gathers, for the first time in a single volume, the complete content of the five levels of the course “Watchman on the Wall.” Each level was first taught on its own, as a self-contained module; here they are woven into one continuous argument. The seams have been smoothed, the repetitions reconciled, and cross-references added so that you can see how each piece belongs to the whole — how a verse in Genesis answers a verse in Revelation, and how a Greek word in one of Paul’s letters quietly governs the shape of the entire prophetic map.

You will find here a clear and unembarrassed position. This book teaches the distinction between Israel and the Church; the catching up of the Church to meet the Lord in the air before the seven years of Daniel’s seventieth week; and the literal, visible, thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth. These are not incidental conclusions decorating the edges of the argument. They are load-bearing pillars. Remove one and the structure leans; remove two and it falls. I have tried throughout to show not merely what I believe but why the text compels it.

One word before we begin, because it governs everything that follows. The study of last things is not meant to make you afraid. It is meant to make you free. The believer who truly grasps what Scripture says about the future does not live the present in dread; he lives it with more peace, more purpose, and more urgency to tell others what he has seen. Fear looks at the storm and forgets the harbor. Hope sees both — and rows for home. That, at least, is the conviction in which these pages were written, and the conviction I pray you will share by the time you reach the last of them.
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​How to Read This Book

[image: ]


“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” — 2 Timothy 2:15

This book is built in six parts. The first five correspond to the five levels of the original course; the sixth lays the doctrinal foundation on which the others stand. The parts are meant to be read in order, because each one rests on the one before it — the patterns of Part II assume the framework of Part I, and the verse-by-verse walk through Revelation in Part V assumes everything that came before. Yet the book is also forgiving. An experienced reader who already holds the framework can enter almost anywhere without losing the thread, because the central argument is repeated, in different keys, all the way through.

Every chapter follows, in general, the same method, and it is worth naming it at the outset so you can hold me to it. We begin with a specific text of Scripture. We look, where it matters, at the original language — not to impress, but because a single Greek or Hebrew word will sometimes settle a debate that centuries of opinion could not. We set the text in its place within the whole canon, asking what came before it and what it points toward. And only then do we draw out what it means for doctrine and for life. The aim is never learning for its own sake. The aim is the kind of understanding that changes how a person lives on a Tuesday afternoon.

Let me offer one last piece of counsel before the work begins. You do not have to agree with every conclusion in this book in order to profit from it. I would rather you leave these pages having learned to go to the text yourself — to ask hard questions of it, to sit with a passage that refuses to fit your system, and to let Scripture correct you — than have you simply adopt my answers. The goal is not uniformity of opinion. The goal is the habit of the watchman: open eyes, an honest report, and a heart that loves the One whose coming we await.
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