

[image: Images]


[image: Images]

Know Your Goats

Old Pond Publishing is an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishers International Ltd.

Project Team

Vice President–Content: Christopher Reggio

Associate Publisher: Sarah Bloxham

Editor: Sue Viccars

Designer: Wendy Reynolds

Layout: John Hoch

Copyright © 2019 by Jack Byard and Fox Chapel Publishers International Ltd.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Fox Chapel Publishers, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in an acknowledged review.

ISBN 978-1-912158-48-5

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Fox Chapel Publishing 903 Square Street Mount Joy, PA 17552

Fox Chapel Publishers International Ltd. 7 Danefield Road, Selsey (Chichester) West Sussex PO20 9DA, U.K.

www.oldpond.com

We are always looking for talented authors. To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.

Printed and bound in Malaysia

22 21 20 19 2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1

Cover photo: A thoughtful Angora goat.



Contents

Foreword

1 Anatolian Black

2 Angora

3 Appenzell

4 Arapawa

5 Bagot

6 Bilberry

7 Bionda dell’ Adamello

8 Boer

9 British Alpine

10 British Primitive

11 Brown Shorthair

12 Chamois

13 Dutch Landrace

14 Fainting

15 Girgentana

16 Golden Guernsey

17 Icelandic

18 Kiko

19 Kinder

20 La Mancha

21 Messinese

22 Nigora

23 Nubian

24 Oberhasli

25 Peacock

26 Poitou

27 Pygmy

28 Pygora

29 Rove

30 Saanen

31 San Clemente Island

32 Savanna

33 Spanish

34 Stiefelgeiss

35 Toggenburg

36 Valais Blackneck

Acknowledgements

Picture Credits



[image: Images]
Angora goats.




Foreword

Goats are a diverse range of beautiful (and sometimes rare) animals. Bucks and does, billies or nannies, are the source of many a children’s story (who hasn’t read the Norwegian fairy tale The Three Billy Goats Gruff to their children?). Goats were taken into the human fold more than ten thousand years ago and most breeds have been wandering the fields, hillsides and mountains since time immemorial. From some we obtain fibre to create exquisite mohair and cashmere clothing. Others give us possibly more mundane (but equally important and extremely healthy) meat and milk, the latter frequently being turned into mouth-watering cheeses, bringing joy to me and a living to many farmers.

Goats are browsers and prefer unwanted brush, briar and weeds to grass, their lips and tongues selecting only the tastiest plants. Extremely intelligent and curious, they are also experts at escaping from the most secure fields.

In addition they make excellent pets: you may look twice when you see a goat wandering through a hospital ward, nursing home or rehabilitation centre, but therapy goats “bring love, affection, laughter and calmness to people ailing in mind, body or spirit”.

Jack Byard, Bradford, 2019

NOTE: All weights, sizes and measurements in this book are averages based on breed records and the terrain in which the animals live. Male goats are known as billy or buck; female goats as nanny or doe.



1 Anatolian Black

Characteristics

Weight: 99–198 lb (40–90 kg).

Height: 28–40 in (70–100 cm).

Both billies and nannies have curved horns.
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The Anatolian Black has been domesticated and bred on small farms in what is now Turkey since 700 BC. It is described as the Syrian type, with long droopy ears and long hair.

This calm gentle mountain breed is normally found in large herds around the Mediterranean and Aegean regions and is well adapted to survive the wild weather and sparse feed; the long, thick, hairy undercoat insulates the animal against the cold. They are occasionally brown, grey or pied, and have a tremendous tolerance to disease. They breed all the year round, feeding on grass and small pine, olive and almond saplings and grain. If there is plenty of food available for the goats the breeder will set up camp along with the herd.

The Anatolian Black is also a brilliant mowing machine. Some say the breed is aggressive and dangerous, but experts confirm that this is not the case. The Anatolian Black is bred for its milk and meat and for its fibre: it sheds 1 lb (0.45 kg) a year.




2 Angora

Characteristics

Weight: male 180–225 lb (82–102 kg), female 100–110 lb (45–50 kg).

Height: male 48 in (122 cm), female 36 in (92 cm).

Both have gently curving horns.
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Goat hair or fibre has been used to make clothing for over three thousand years. Mohair is the silky, lustrous and hard-wearing fibre from the Angora goat, which is shorn twice a year, producing 9–11 lb (4–5 kg). Originally coming from the Himalayas, the goats were herded to Ankara by Suleiman Shah while fleeing from the legendary Genghis Khan. “Angora” derives from Ankara, and “mohair” from the Arabic mukhayua.

The finest mohair comes from the six-month-old kid, coarsening as the animal gets older. The main colour is white, but black to grey and silver are being bred, plus reds and brown. Mohair is an all-season fibre, cosy in winter and cool in summer. Hats, scarves, socks, fleeces and suits – and I must not forget the cuddly teddy bear. Records show that the Angora, with its long droopy ears, first reached British shores in the 1500s, but did not survive, and that the Angora owned by Queen Victoria suffered the same fate.

They set foot in Australia in the 1830s, and arrived in the United States in 1849. It was not until the 1980s that they were truly established in the British Isles.




3 Appenzell

Characteristics

Weight: male 143 lb (65 kg), female 99 lb (45 kg).

Height: male 29½–33½ in (75–85 cm), female 27½–31½ in (70–80 cm).

Usually without horns.
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This is a beautiful pure white dairy goat: a native of Switzerland usually found in the cantons of Appenzell and St Gallen, and a rare and endangered breed dating back many hundreds of years.

In the 1980s it was infected by a terrible disease, Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis (CAE), which forced it to the point of extinction. In 2000 only 677 were registered, and in 2011 this had increased to 1,479. This was due to the help and support of the FOA, the Swiss Goat Breeders Association and ProSpecieRara, the Swiss Preservation Foundation which supports the breeding and cultivation of traditional animals and crops.

They are bred mainly for their milk, which contains 2.9% fat and 2.7% protein, a perfect base for cheese-making. In close cooperation with ProSpecieRara and the Coop supermarket of Switzerland, innovative cheese-maker Matthias Koch has created a new cheese made solely from Appenzell goats’ milk, which has been extremely successful. With a guaranteed market for the milk the farmers are enlarging their herds to keep up with increasing demand. The beautiful Appenzell is now out of danger.




4 Arapawa

Characteristics

Weight: male 130 lb (59 kg), female 59–79 lb (27–36 kg)

Height: male 26–30 in (66–76 cm), female 24-28 in (61–71 cm).

Billies have flattened, sweeping horns; the nannies’ horns are shorter, rounder and curve backwards.
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The Arapawa arrived in New Zealand courtesy of the British explorer Captain James Cook, landing on the shores on 2 February, 1773; in 1777 he presented a Maori chief with a further two goats. It is accepted that the Arapawa are the descendants of the Old English Milch goats. In 1970 the New Zealand Forest Service decided to cull them, bringing them to the brink of extinction, since they “believed” they were damaging ancient woodland. Local farmer Betty Rowe spent a lifetime battling on their behalf. A number were taken to safety off the island to breed elsewhere.

In 1993 goats from the Betty Rowe Sanctuary arrived in the USA, and in 2004 six arrived in the UK. There are less than five hundred domesticated Arapawa worldwide. The American Livestock Conservancy believe them to be one of the rarest breeds in the world. They have short fluffy coats with shaggy leggings. The colours vary from black, brown, tan and fawn to creamy white and tri-coloured, with black or dark brown badger stripes on the face.




5 Bagot

Characteristics

Weight: male 103 lb (47 kg), female 80 lb (36 kg).

Height: male 26 in (66 cm), female 23 in (58 cm).

Both have long horns, twisting and sweeping backwards.
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The Bagot, possibly Britain’s oldest breed of goat, is strongly believed to have been brought to these shores by the Crusaders. They were presented to Sir John Bagot in the 1380s by King Richard II in gratitude for the hospitality he had received at Blithfield Hall in Staffordshire. These semi-feral goats have browsed the parklands there for over six hundred years. In World War II the herd was found guilty of damaging vital crops and sentenced, by the War Agricultural Executive, to be destroyed. It was eventually agreed to reduce the herd to sixty, and that number was retained for the remainder of the war.

A number of black-and-white goats wander the hills of Wales; these are not Bagots, but escapees from the Hall. Commercially the Bagot has nothing to offer. The head and shoulders are black and the rest of the body is white. They are excellent conservation grazers, but are bred for their beauty and rarity.




6 Bilberry

Characteristics

Weight: 132–165 lb (60–75 kg).

Height information was unavailable at time of writing.

Both billies and nannies have very large curling wavy horns.
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This is a very rare, unique, ancient and gentle feral breed, very different from any other breed in Ireland. DNA testing suggests that it could descend from the Asian Pashima Down breed. The Bilberry is large with a long, shaggy, silky coat, a long beard and a fringe that covers the eyes.

They are thought to have been brought to Waterford Quays in Ireland by the Huguenots escaping religious persecution in Europe; in the seventeenth century they were put out to graze on common land at Bilberry Rocks, but have been moved along many times for many reasons (at one time people simply did not want the goats living there). By 2000 only seven remained, but with the help of Martin Doyle, the organizer of the Bilberry Goat Heritage Trust and the Irish Wildlife Trust, they now have a permanent home where they can live undisturbed, and numbers have risen to 89. This land has recently been bought by a property developer, but the minerals in the rocks are essential for the breed. Economic considerations must not be allowed to adversely affect the survival of an important piece of Irish Heritage.




7 Bionda dell’ Adamello

Characteristics

Weight: male 154–165 lb (70–75 kg), female 121–132 lb (55–60 kg).

Height: 29½ in (75 cm).
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The Bionda dell’ Adamello (“blonde mountain goat”) originated in the Valle Savoir region of Lombardy in Italy, although its ancient origins – before it spread out into the neigbouring valleys – are a little vague. Paintings of the breed date back to the eighteenth century, and in the mid-twentieth century the Bionda was on the verge of extinction. Numerically it is the most successful breed: in 1995 there were barely one hundred, but with the help of the farmers and the R.A.R.E. Association the numbers have risen to over four thousand and are continuing to improve.

It would be tempting to intensively breed the Bionda to take advantage of the increasing popularity of the smoked Fatuli and Mascarpi whey cheese made from their milk, but the Alpine breeds do not lend themselves to intensive breeding. In spring and summer they are taken up to the mountains and allowed to graze, as nature intended. They are capable of surviving in most climates. The long, fine fibre is light brown with regular patches of white, and white stripes each side of the muzzle.
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