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Steven and his mother lived in a small old house in the middle of the Speckled Forest.  His Father had gone to find gold last year and had not returned.  They made their living by selling honey at the nearby village.
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There was a honey tree just down the trail that was always full of honey.  Every day, Steven would collect a bucket of honey for his mother. She would put it in jars labeled Fresh Golden Honey, taking it to the Speckled Forest Market to sell.
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One day while Steven was dipping the honey out of the beehive, He noticed large footprints in the dirt around the tree trunk.
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He climbed out of the tree and looked more closely at the footprints. “A large bear by the looks of it.”  Since it was the start of winter, the bear should be asleep. So, Steven followed the tracks to a cave where he hoped to find a bear asleep, and a lot of honey.

[image: ]

The cave was dimly lit with just enough light for Steven to see where he was going.  Walking by a sleeping bear who growled in her sleep. Steven entered a large cavern, filled with honey pots heaped with gold. “This is great,” Steven said to himself, “We will not be poor anymore.”  
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He went home to get his wheelbarrow. It took three trips to the bear's cave to load all the gold.  The bear stayed asleep.
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When his mother got home from the market, she almost fell over backwards.  “Where did all this come from?” she asked.  I followed some bear tracks into a cave, and there was a room full of gold. 
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“Steven, you must promise me you will not go back there again.” 

“Why is that, mother?” Steven asked? 

“The bear in the cave is an evil witch who loves gold.

“Your father said he found a cave with lots of gold, but when he went to get it, he never returned.  The funny thing is that when your father disappeared, the honey tree appeared.”

“Mother, how did you find all this out?”

“Lady Sommerfield told me she has been around a long time.”  The next day, Steven went to Lady Sommerfield’s house to ask some questions.
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“Lady Sommerfield,” he asked, where did the honey tree come from? Is there a way to get rid of that old bear? Is my father dead? What a...  

“That is enough questions, Steven,” the old lady said.  “Your father thought the bear would be asleep, but the bear is a very old witch, and you never know when she will wake up.

Yes, your father is alive, but not the way you would know it. He is the honey tree.  The witch turned him into a tree when she caught him in the cave. 
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There is only one way to get rid of the bear and the witch: she must be stung by a Queen bee, the only bee with a large enough stinger.  The fur
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