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			Introduction

			Savannah is one of the most historically interesting cities in the United States. Most of the city’s more than two dozen squares and parks contain at least one statue, monument, or preserved historical object. Each commemorates an event, a person, an ethnic group, or a legend that evokes a specific moment or period in history. Whole blocks of homes and other buildings, such as inns, restaurants, and churches, many built much more than a century ago and carefully preserved or restored, add to the city’s flavor of the past, as do collections of artifacts in the city’s museums.

			However, for visitors and many longtime residents of Savannah, the sheer number of places, buildings, monuments, and collections can create a blurred set of impressions of the past. Walking or auto tours, with or without a guide, can be almost overwhelming. Sites are usually seen in random order as encountered along street routes and in neighborhoods, rather than in time sequence.

			This guidebook presents more than seventy-five sites grouped in chronological (that is, historical) order, rather than in a street-by-street sequence. Seen this way, the monuments, buildings, and major artifacts document history in a tangible way. The physical items you can see tell the story of the city’s history and its place in the history of Georgia, the United States, and the world.

			When history is told through places, buildings, monuments, and artifacts, rather than through papers such as letters, journals, and official government documents, it brings to life specific facts of the story. A tangible item you can see firsthand often speaks more loudly than a printed account.

			Savannah, the first town established by English settlers in Georgia, reflected several ideas that were very advanced for the late 1700s: city planning, prohibition of slavery, and banning of alcohol. Of course, slavery and alcohol soon came to the colony. Yet the thoughtful city plan survives to the present in the striking form of street layout and many small park-like squares and in the locations of churches and civic buildings.

			Events and decisions of later eras, most repeatedly told in textbooks and classrooms, also come alive in tangible ways. In the Civil War, after Union general William T. Sherman’s troops left Atlanta burning behind them and marched across Georgia, leaving a swath of destruction, Sherman unexpectedly spared Savannah from a similar fate. The headquarters house where he notified Lincoln that he had spared the city still stands, and the result of his decision is visible when present-day visitors look at the same homes and churches he decided to preserve from the destruction of war and revenge.

			The city had its share of unique characters, some famous in the region or nationally, and others more obscure, including men and women, white, black, and Native American. Dozens of these people are remembered with monuments and, sometimes, the houses that they lived in and the very things they handled. These places evoke the stories of artists, writers, clergymen, musicians, performers, jurists, entrepreneurs, military officers, and political leaders. Heroes and villains (and some ghosts) all have stories associated with specific buildings, artifacts, and spots in the city that Sherman left undestroyed.

			This guidebook groups the places to see into seven periods:

			
					First Settlement and Colonial Era: 1733–1774

					American Revolution and Early National Period: 1775–1815

					Antebellum Period: 1816–1860

					Civil War and Reconstruction: 1861–1876

					Age of Enterprise through World War I: 1877–1918

					Mid-twentieth Century: 1919–1979

					Modern Savannah: 1980 to the Present

			

			For visitors and residents, the sites, monuments, and objects are three-dimensional documents that back up and tell the stories. This guide provides you with a tool to read the history of Savannah, the South, and the United States, laid out in this physical way.

			Please note that all phone numbers mentioned in this book are current as the book goes to press but, of course, are subject to change and may need to be rechecked from current sources.
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			1 First Settlement and Colonial Era, 1733–1774

			The colony of Georgia was unique in several ways among the thirteen colonies that later declared their independence from Britain to form the United States of America. It was the last colony to be founded, in 1733, more than a century after the founding of Jamestown (1607), Plymouth (1620), and Massachusetts (1630). The British government at first regarded the colony of Georgia as a military outpost, to guard the other colonies against Spanish incursions from Florida, a territory held by the Spanish since 1565. During 1739–1748, the local version of the War of Austrian Succession (a British-Spanish war), known locally as “The War of Jenkins’ Ear,” included invasions by several units of British troops from Georgia into northern Florida, with two attacks on the Spanish fort at St. Augustine. Under James Oglethorpe, the local British forces held off a final Spanish counterattack into Georgia at the Battle of Bloody Marsh on St. Simons Island, July 1742. St. Simons Island is about seventy miles south of Savannah and about forty miles north of the Florida-Georgia border.

			The founders of Georgia had idealistic plans to have the colony serve not only as a military buffer against the Spanish colony of Florida but also as a refuge for impoverished British subjects who would otherwise have been sent to prison for failure to pay debts. The leading founder of the colony, James Oglethorpe, was particularly committed to that cause because a friend of his, Robert Castell, had died of smallpox contracted in Fleet Street Debtor’s Prison in London. The founders’ idealistic prohibition of slavery and consumption of alcohol in the colony were also unusual goals in the era.

			The colony of Georgia, in its first decades from 1733 through 1751, had no official local colony-wide government, instead being ruled remotely from England by the colony’s trustees. Oglethorpe himself stayed in the colony for several periods in 1733 and 1739–1743, and, as one of the trustees of the colony and leader of the colonial militia, he was widely regarded as “founder and leader.” Even so, he never held the formal position of governor.

			Oglethorpe himself was credited with laying out the first town plan for Savannah, which is reflected today in the arrangement of city squares at major intersections. According to the original plan, “trust lots” to the east and west of each square were set aside for public purposes such as churches or courthouses. An experimental garden was established at the east end of the settlement near the river, “Trustees’ Garden,” to see how various crops would fare in the Georgia climate. The squares themselves were used not simply as parks but also as practice grounds for settlers’ militia drills. Each settler family was expected to provide one able-bodied adult male for the militia. The concept of city and social planning was much discussed in Europe by utopian writers and others, but very few cities anywhere in the world in the 1700s actually carried through on an urban plan as well as Savannah.

			Oglethorpe and the first settlers were very lucky to encounter an unusual Native American settlement at the Yamacraw town site where they built Savannah. Led by Tomochichi, Yamacraw Village had members of both the Creek and the Yamasee tribes, who were frequently at war with each other in this period. Tomochichi had established the town in an effort to bring peace to the region and the two Native American peoples. When the British settlers arrived, Tomochichi granted his own town territory (which reached from the Savannah River south to present-day Liberty Street) to the British settlers. He helpfully made way for the British by moving his own settlement slightly to the west, to a section known as Yamacraw Village. That name survives now to describe a housing development and neighborhood along the western side of downtown Savannah.

			Oglethorpe was also fortunate in encountering a woman, Mary Musgrove, the daughter of an English officer and a Native American princess, who served as a translator and mediator. She was also a very competent businesswoman, operating trading posts and acquiring rights to real estate from both English and Native American governments.

			
				
					Mary Musgrove

					Mary Musgrove Bosomworth was born of mixed Creek and English ancestry in 1700 in a small Creek settlement on the Ocmulgee River, now located in Georgia. Her father was an English trader, Edward Griffin, and her mother was a Creek princess. Because of customs of the Creeks that traced ancestry through the maternal side, they regarded her as a member of their tribe. From about 1710 to 1715, Mary lived with her English father’s family in South Carolina, where she was educated and brought up as a Christian.

					Because she was fluent in both English and the Creek language, Mary was a valuable diplomat and translator, working with Oglethorpe in negotiations with Tomochichi and other Native American leaders.

					She had three marriages, outliving her first two husbands. Her third husband was a prominent English clergyman, Thomas Bosomworth. The Creek tribe deeded three large Sea Islands to the couple: Sapelo, Ossabaw, and St. Catherines. The English at first rejected the Bosomworth claims to the land on the grounds that nations, such as the Creek, could not grant lands to individuals—only to other nations. However, in 1758, the British settled the dispute by granting to Mary and her husband St. Catherines Island, as well as the cash from the sale of Sapelo and Ossabaw Islands. When Mary died in 1765, Bosomworth inherited all of her property; in later years, it passed on to his descendants.

					Today, one of the “Savannah Belles Ferries” that runs between the Savannah waterfront to the Convention Center bears Mary Musgrove’s name.

				

			

			Oglethorpe and the other trustees had high hopes that the colony would provide a good climate for raising silkworms, and they experimented with planting mulberry trees, on which silkworms grow and feed. Through the colonial period (the 1600s and 1700s), both the British government and British entrepreneurs hoped to develop silk production in several American colonies, as the cloth was expensive and in high demand. Virtually all silk in Britain was imported from the Far East, France, or Italy. For that reason, colonists in Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia all experimented (with very little success) in raising mulberry trees, importing silkworms, and attempting to develop a silk trade.

			In the colonial period, fortunes could be made in such products as deer hides (in wide demand in Europe for the manufacture of fine leather goods such as gloves) and turpentine and pitch from the abundant pine forests. Through the coastal and interior regions of Georgia, numerous trading posts were set up by enterprising individuals who exchanged cheap European goods for the valuable deerskins and forest products. 

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					Deerskin trader. This display in the Savannah History Museum represents one of the most successful enterprises of the colonial period, the trade in deerskins exported to Europe for use in gloves and other fine leatherwork goods.

				

			

			Georgia colonists also hoped to emulate their neighbors in South Carolina with the production and export of cotton, rice, or indigo. Indigo––the source of an excellent blue dye––had a brief success in both colonies since Britain protected the crop by prohibiting importation of indigo from non-British colonies, but after the American War of Independence, without the protected market, indigo plantations closed down or converted to other crops.

			By the 1740s, white settlers in Georgia had complained of the restriction prohibiting slavery, and settlers both from Great Britain and coming by land from South Carolina began violating the antislavery restriction, bringing in slaves from South Carolina or buying them from dealers who brought them by sea from other British colonies, from Cuba, or even directly from Africa. The prohibition on slavery in Georgia was formally lifted in 1751 in the face of the settlers’ demands.

			Like the prohibition on slavery, the idealistic ban on alcoholic beverages was almost impossible to enforce, and it, too, was abandoned. In 1751, the British government replaced the earlier system of governance by a remote group of trustees with a locally elected legislature and a governor appointed by the British Crown, a royal colony system identical to that in South Carolina.

			By the mid-1750s, Georgia resembled other British colonies in many respects. Besides taverns, liquor, and slaves, large plantations flourished. The plantations were owned and operated by a growing class of “planters”––wealthy landowners committed to preserving and expanding the plantation system. The term was a bit misleading, as most planters never actually “planted” any crops themselves, instead relying on slaves or indentured servants to do the actual work. Savannah not only included town homes of planters but also hosted numerous businesses that thrived on shipping the plantation products out and importing luxury goods, furnishings, and manufactured products for local consumption.

			On the flats above the bluffs, the small and growing town took shape around the public squares, and a proliferation of churches representing several different denominations took advantage of the colony’s renowned tolerance for religious variation. Those included not only the Anglican/Episcopal Church (1733) and a Masonic lodge (founded by Oglethorpe himself in 1733/1734) but also a Jewish congregation, Mickve Israel (1735), and a Lutheran church (1741).

			Today, throughout Savannah, there are dozens of physical remnants of this colonial era. They include the town shape itself, monuments, and several buildings. Although the physical churches built in the colonial period were later lost to fires and storms, some present-day congregations trace their origins to Savannah’s first years. Some of the most accessible of the sites that represent the colonial era are described below.

			SITES

			Oglethorpe Memorials

			The city of Savannah, its location, and its regular, handsome layout of streets with parks at intersections all serve as memorials to the founder of the city and of Georgia, James Oglethorpe. However, in 1906, the Georgia branch of the Colonial Dames of America established a small specific Oglethorpe monument, a marble bench, which is now in a little park area in front of the Hyatt Hotel near the corner of West Bay and Whitaker Streets.

			A nearby historical marker about one hundred feet to the east of the bench provides details. The marker, titled “Landing of Oglethorpe and the Colonists,” gives the route and dates of Oglethorpe’s first expedition and settlement on the site.
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					Oglethorpe Bench. This marble bench on Bay Street marks the spot where Oglethorpe and the first colonists from Britain climbed the bluff and pitched their tents to found Savannah and the colony of Georgia.

				

			

			While it is impossible to know whether the spot of the bench is 
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