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Read this first

If, like me, you usually skip introductions, don’t! Read on. You need to know how Fast German with Elisabeth Smith works and why. You’ll want to know how you are going to speak German in just 
six weeks.

When I decided to write this series I first called it Barebones, because that’s what you want: no frills, no fuss, just the bare bones and go! 
So in Fast German with Elisabeth Smith you’ll find:

• Only 356 words to say, well … nearly everything.

• No tricky grammar – just some useful tips.

• No time wasters such as ‘the pen of my aunt…’.

• No phrase book phrases for bungee jumping from the Lorelei.

• No need to be perfect. Mistakes won’t spoil your success.

I’ve put some 30 years of teaching experience into this course. 
I know how people learn. I also know how long they are motivated by a new project before the boredom sets in (a few weeks). And I am well aware how little time they can spare to study each day (about ½ hour). That’s why you’ll complete Fast German with Elisabeth Smith in six weeks and get away with 35 minutes a day.

Of course there is some learning to do, but I have tried to make it as much fun as possible. You’ll meet Tom and Kate Walker on holiday in Germany. They do the kind of things you need to know about: shopping, eating out and getting about. They chat to the locals, ask a lot of questions and even understand the answers – most of the time! As you will note, Tom and Kate speak German all the time, even to each other. What paragons of virtue!

To get the most out of this course, there are only three things you really should do:

• Follow the Day-by-day guide as suggested. Please don’t skip bits and short-change your success. Everything is there for a reason.

• If you are a complete beginner and have only bought the book, treat yourself to the recording as well. It will help you to speak faster and with confidence.

• Don’t skip the next page (How this book works). It’s essential for your success.

When you have downloaded and filled in your Certificate at the end of the book and can speak Fast German with Elisabeth Smith, I would like to hear from you. Why not visit my website www.elisabeth-smith.co.uk, e-mail me at elisabeth.smith@hodder.co.uk, or write to me care of Hodder Education, 338 Euston Road, London, NW1 3BH?

And please join me on:

[image: ] Facebook at www.facebook.com/elisabethsmithlanguages

[image: ] Twitter at www.twitter.com/LanguagesESmith
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How this book works

Fast German with Elisabeth Smith has been structured for your rapid success. This is how it works:

Day-by-day guide Stick to it. If you miss a day, add one.

Dialogues Follow Tom and Kate through Germany. The English of Weeks 1–3 is in ‘German-speak’ to get you tuned in. ‘German-speak’ is English imitating the expressions and word order of German: I have in the September holiday. You’ll soon get a feel for the language.

New words Don’t fight them, don’t skip them – learn them! The Flash sentences and the recording will help you. Get your friends or family to test you.

Good news grammar After you read it you can forget half and 
still succeed. That’s why it’s good news.

Flash sentences Read about these building blocks in the Flash sentences sections. Then use them! They’ll reduce learning time by 50%.

Learn by heart Obligatory! Memorizing puts you on the fast 
track to speaking in full sentences. When you know all six pieces you’ll be able to speak in German for six minutes without drawing breath.

Let’s speak German You will be doing the talking – in German.

Let’s speak more German – fast and fluently Optional extras 
for more speaking practice without pausing and stumbling.

Spot the keys Listen to rapid German and make sense of it. Find the key words among a seemingly unintelligible string of sentences and get the gist of what’s being said – an essential skill.

Say it simply Learn how to use simple German to say what you want to say. Don’t be shy.

Test your progress Mark your own test and be amazed by the result.

Answers This is where you’ll find the answers to the exercises.

Dictionary Forgotten one of the new words? Look it up in the dictionary.

[image: ] This icon asks you to listen to the audio, available to buy in store or online.

Pronunciation If you don’t know about it and don’t have the recording go straight to Week 1 Pronunciation. You need to know about pronunciation before you can start Week 1.

Progress chart At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart, which you can download at: www.teachyourselfextra.com.

Certificate You can download your certificate at: www.teachyourselfextra.com. In six weeks it will have your 
name on it.


Progress chart

At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart below.

At the end of the course throw out your worst result – anybody can have a bad week – and add up your five best weekly scores. Divide the total by five to get your average score and overall course result. Write your result – outstanding, excellent, very good or good – on your Certificate.
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Total of five best weeks =

divided by five =

Your final result___%


Week 1

Day-by-day guide

Study for 35 minutes – or a little longer if you can.

Day zero


• Open the book and read Read this first.

• Now read How this book works.



Day one


• Read In the aeroplane.

• Listen to/Read Im Flugzeug.

• Listen to/Read the New words, then learn some of them.



Day two


• Repeat Im Flugzeug and the New words

• Listen to/Read Pronunciation.

• Learn more New words.



Day three


• Learn all the New words until you know them well.

• Read and learn the Good news grammar.



Day four


• Read the 10 Flash Sentences and than say them out loud.

• Listen to/Read Learn by heart.



Day five


• Listen to/Read Let’s speak German.

• Revise! Tomorrow you’ll be testing your progress.



Day six


• Listen to/Read Let’s speak more German (optional).

• Listen to/Read Let’s speak German – fast and fluently (optional).

• Translate Test your progress.



Day seven – This is your day off.

In the aeroplane

Tom and Kate Walker are off to Germany. They board a plane to Stuttgart via Frankfurt and squeeze past a fellow passenger, who is sitting in their row.



	Tom
	Excuse me, we have seat 9a and 9b.



	Klaus
	Oh, yes, a moment please.



	Tom
	Hello. We are Tom and Kate Walker.



	Klaus
	Good day. My name is Becker.



	Tom
	Boris Becker?



	Klaus
	No, unfortunately not. I am Klaus Becker.



	Tom
	We are flying to Stuttgart. You also?



	Klaus
	No, I am flying to Frankfurt. But I am from Cologne.



	Tom
	I was in the May in Cologne. The town is very beautiful. 
I was for my firm in Cologne.



	Klaus
	What do you do?



	Tom
	Computers. I work at Unilever.



	Klaus
	And you, Mrs Walker? What do you do? Where do you work?



	Kate
	I was in a travel agency. I work now at Rover. 
The job is better.



	Klaus
	Are you from London?



	Kate
	No, we are from Manchester. We were three years in 
London and a year in New York. We are now in Birmingham.



	Klaus
	I was at Shell. I am now at the Deutsche Bank.



	Tom
	How is your job at the bank? Good?



	Klaus
	The job is boring. But there is more money. I have a big house, a Mercedes, a wife and four children. My wife is from America. She has parents in Los Angeles and a girlfriend in Florida and telephones always. That costs a lot of money.



	Kate
	We have now holiday. You, too?



	Klaus
	No, unfortunately not. I have in the September holiday. We are flying to Mallorca – but without the children. We have there a house – without telephone and without mobile!




Im Flugzeug
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Tom and Kate Walker are off to Germany. They board a plane to Stuttgart via Frankfurt and squeeze past a fellow passenger, who is sitting in their row.



	Tom
	Entschuldigen Sie, wir haben Platz neun a und neun b.



	Klaus
	O ja, einen Moment bitte.



	Tom
	Guten Tag. Wir sind Tom und Kate Walker.



	Klaus
	Guten Tag. Mein Name ist Becker.



	Tom
	Boris Becker?



	Klaus
	Nein, leider nicht. Ich bin Klaus Becker.



	Tom
	Wir fliegen nach Stuttgart. Sie auch?



	Klaus
	Nein, ich fliege nach Frankfurt. Aber ich bin aus Köln.



	Tom
	Ich war im Mai in Köln. Die Stadt ist sehr schön. Ich war für meine Firma in Köln.



	Klaus
	Was machen Sie?



	Tom
	Computer. Ich arbeite bei Unilever.



	Klaus
	Und Sie, Frau Walker? Was machen Sie? Wo arbeiten Sie?



	Kate
	Ich war in einem Reisebüro. Ich arbeite jetzt bei Rover. Der Job ist besser.



	Klaus
	Sind Sie aus London?



	Kate
	Nein, wir sind aus Manchester. Wir waren drei Jahre in London und ein Jahr in New York. Wir sind jetzt in Birmingham.



	Klaus
	Ich war bei Shell. Ich bin jetzt bei der Deutschen Bank.



	Tom
	Wie ist Ihr Job bei der Bank? Gut?



	Klaus
	Der Job ist langweilig. Aber es gibt mehr Geld. Ich habe ein grosses Haus, einen Mercedes, eine Frau und vier Kinder. Meine Frau ist aus Amerika. Sie hat Eltern in Los Angeles und eine Freundin in Florida und telefoniert immer. Das kostet viel Geld.



	Kate
	Wir haben jetzt Urlaub. Sie auch?



	Klaus
	Nein, leider nicht. Ich habe im September Urlaub. Wir fliegen nach Mallorca – aber ohne die Kinder. Wir haben da ein Haus – ohne Telefon und ohne Handy!




New words
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Learning vocabulary is always tedious. But you’ll find that there are many English words which are similar to the German, so it’s not that bad. Say these words out loud and don’t worry because tomorrow you’ll have flash sentences to help you.

in/im  in/in the

Flugzeug  aeroplane

entschuldigen Sie  excuse me

wir  we

haben, habe/hat  have/has

Platz  place, seat

a… b  (pronounced ah… bay)

und  and

ja  yes

ein, eine, einem, einen  a

Moment  moment

bitte  please

guten Tag  hello, good day

sind  are

mein, meine  my

Name  name

ist  is

nein  no

leider  unfortunately

nicht  not

ich  I

bin  am

fliegen/fliege  fly, are flying/ am flying

nach  to, after

Sie  you (polite)

auch  also

aber  but

aus  from, out of

war/waren  was/were

Mai  May

der, die, das, dem, den  the

Stadt  town, city

sehr  very

schön  beautiful, lovely, handsome

für  for

Firma  firm, company, office

was  what

machen/mache  make, do, are doing/am doing

arbeiten/arbeite  work, are working/am working

bei at

Frau  Mrs
































Some easy extras


Die Mosnate (the months)



	Januar
	April
	Juli
	Oktober



	Februar
	Mai
	August
	November



	März
	Juni
	September
	Dezember




Zahlen (numbers)


More greetings







Pronunciation



First the vowels




	a
	(star/cat)
	ja, Tag, war, da, Name, haben/das, nach, hatte



	e
	(yes/name)
	der, es, jetzt/dem



	i
	(in/feel)
	in, ist, bin/Firma, wir



	o
	(no/pot)
	gross, oder/kostet



	u
	(Peru/good)
	gut, Juni, Juli/und




Now the doubles



	ai/ei
	(fly)
	Mai, nein, drei, klein, langweilig



	ie
	(field)
	Sie, wie, vier, telefoniert, viel, fliegen



	au
	(house)
	Haus, Frau, auch, aus, August




Now the consonants



	j
	(like y in yes)
	ja, Juni, Juli



	s
	(like z in zero)
	Sie, sind, September



	v
	(like f in feel)
	viel, vier



	w
	(like v in van)
	was, wo, wie



	z
	(like ts in tsar)
	zwei, Platz, Dezember



	sch
	(like sh in ship)
	schön, Schiff (ship), entschuldigen Sie



	ch
	(like the ch in loch), after a, o and u
	nach, noch, Kuchen



	ch
	(like an exaggerated h in Hugh), after e, i and ö
	ich, schlecht, möchten




The famous Umlauts



	ä
	(care)
	März, Mädchen



	ö
	(curve)
	schön, zwölf, können (can)



	ü
	This is a tricky one with no English equivalent. Try the way a Scotsman would say noo in och aye the noo. Then say: fünf, Frühstück, Reisebüro




And some more doubles



	ee
	(say)
	Tee, Kaffee



	eu/äu
	(toy)
	Euro, teuer, neu, neun, Verkäufer (sales assistant)





Good news grammar



1 Der, die, das



	der, die, das, den, dem
	→
	all mean the



	ein, eine, einen, einem
	→
	all mean a






2 Saying ‘you’


3 Doing things – remember to drop an ‘n’




	Example
	fliegen
	→
	ich fliege



	 
	machen
	→
	ich mache




4 Asking questions




	Example
	You fly…
	Sie fliegen…



	 
	Do you fly…?
	Fliegen Sie…?



	 
	You have…
	Sie haben…



	 
	Do you have/have you?
	Haben Sie…?




5 ‘There is’, ‘there are’




	Example
	Gibt es hier eine Bank?
	Is there a bank here?



	 
	Es gibt mehr Geld in Amerika.
	There is more money in America.




6 Capital letters


Learn by heart








Let’s speak German























































Let’s speak more German




In your own words





	Example
	you are John Price



	 
	Mein Name ist John Price.































Let’s speak German – fast and fluently



























Flash sentences













Test your progress
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