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​Preface
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Every life tells a story. Some stories are what we seek to emulate in our own lives. These are stories that shape nations, transform faiths, inspire generations, or challenge the way humanity understands courage, sacrifice, leadership, and hope. Other stories are something we hope to avoid at all costs as they are stories of dictators, serial killers and people we do not like.

Through the Lifeink biography series, I hope to bring these stories to readers in a way that is engaging, meaningful, and accessible to people from all walks of life.

The name Lifeink reflects a simple belief: that human lives leave marks upon history just as ink leaves marks upon paper. The choices people make, the words they speak, the struggles they endure, and the dreams they pursue continue to influence the world long after they are gone. Biographies allow us to learn not only about famous individuals, but also about ourselves — our strengths, weaknesses, fears, convictions, and possibilities.

This series was created with an international audience in mind. Whether the subject is a reformer, explorer, missionary, inventor, ruler, artist, thinker, serial killer or ordinary person, my goal is to present each story in a clear, friendly, and human way. I believe history should not feel distant or dry. The people of the past laughed, suffered, hoped, doubted, and persevered just as we do today. I believe biographies have the power to encourage readers to think deeply about truth, faith, character, compassion, perseverance, and the impact one individual can have upon the world.

I would like to thank every reader who has chosen to journey through these pages. It is my sincere hope that the Lifeink series will not only inform, but also inspire — encouraging readers to reflect upon their own lives and the legacy they themselves may leave behind.

May these stories remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and events. It is the story of people.

Yours sincerely,

Chong Shipei (Founder of LifeInk Press)
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Few political figures of the twenty-first century have attracted as much international attention as Xi Jinping. As the leader of the People's Republic of China, he stands at the center of a country whose economic, political, technological, military, and diplomatic influence reaches far beyond its borders. His leadership has coincided with profound changes within China and with an increasingly complex relationship between China and the wider world.

Yet before Xi Jinping became one of the world's most recognizable political leaders, he was a boy growing up in revolutionary China.

Born in Beijing in 1953, Xi was the son of Xi Zhongxun, a senior Communist revolutionary and government leader. His childhood therefore began close to the heart of China's political establishment. But his family's position was not permanently secure. His father's political persecution during the political struggles of Mao Zedong's era profoundly affected the family and exposed the young Xi to the uncertainty that could accompany political life.

The defining experience of Xi's youth came in 1969, when, at fifteen, he was sent from Beijing to Liangjiahe, a poor village in Shaanxi Province. There he lived among farmers, worked in difficult physical conditions, and spent approximately seven years in the countryside. He eventually became Party branch secretary of the village and participated in projects intended to improve local conditions. This period would later become an important part of the story Xi himself told about his political development.

From Liangjiahe, Xi's path took him back into formal education and then into government service. He studied at Tsinghua University before working in Beijing and subsequently returning to grassroots administration. His career moved through Zhengding in Hebei, Xiamen, Ningde, and Fuzhou in Fujian, followed by leadership positions in Zhejiang and Shanghai. Each appointment brought new responsibilities and exposed him to different parts of China's rapidly changing society—from rural poverty and agriculture to private enterprise, urban development, environmental concerns, and economic reform.

In 2007, Xi entered the Politburo Standing Committee, marking his transition into China's highest level of political leadership. In 2008, he became Vice President. Four years later, he became General Secretary of the Communist Party of China and Chairman of the Central Military Commission. In March 2013, he became President of the People's Republic of China. These positions placed Party, state, and military leadership in the same hands.

His leadership has since been associated with major domestic and international initiatives. The anti-corruption campaign became a defining feature of his early years in power. The concept of the “Chinese Dream” became an important theme in his political language. The Belt and Road Initiative expanded China's economic and infrastructure relationships with countries around the world. Economic policy increasingly emphasized technological innovation, advanced manufacturing, and greater technological self-reliance, while poverty alleviation and rural development remained important domestic priorities.

At the same time, China's relationships with the United States, Russia, Europe, and neighboring Asian countries have become important parts of Xi's leadership story. Trade, technology, security, diplomacy, international institutions, and regional disputes have all shaped China's engagement with the world.

This book follows Xi Jinping's journey from childhood and political upheaval to the highest levels of Chinese leadership. It examines not only the offices he has held, but also the experiences, institutions, policies, ideas, and historical circumstances surrounding his rise.

Ultimately, this is a story about a person—and about the country whose history became inseparable from his own. By tracing Xi Jinping's life, we can also trace important chapters in the transformation of modern China. And as the LifeInk series reminds us, history is not merely a collection of dates and events. **It is the story of people.**
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​Chapter 1: Family, Childhood and Formative Years
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​1.1 Born Into a Revolutionary Family

Xi Jinping was born on June 15, 1953, in Beijing, although his family’s ancestral home was Fuping County in Shaanxi Province. Chinese official biographies commonly describe him as being “from Fuping,” which refers to his family origin rather than his place of birth. His birth came only four years after the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, at a time when the new Communist government was rapidly reorganizing Chinese society and economy. In 1953, the Chinese Communist Party began implementing its first Five-Year Plan, while the country was moving toward socialist industrialization and the transformation of agriculture, handicrafts, and private industry. Xi therefore entered the world during a period when revolutionary politics was not simply an area of government activity but a central part of public life. His family was closely connected to that political system from its earliest years.

His father, Xi Zhongxun, was a veteran Communist revolutionary whose political career had begun long before the founding of the People's Republic. Xi Zhongxun spent much of his early political life in northwestern China and became an important Communist leader in Shaanxi and neighboring areas. After the Communist victory, he moved to Beijing in 1952 and became secretary-general of the State Council, working closely with Premier Zhou Enlai. He later became a vice premier of the State Council. By the time Xi Jinping was born, therefore, his father was already a senior official in the new Chinese government. The young Xi was not growing up in an ordinary household. His




​1.2 Childhood During Political Turmoil








​1.3 Liangjiahe: From Rural Youth to Party Member
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