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​Preface
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Every life tells a story. Some stories are what we seek to emulate in our own lives. These are stories that shape nations, transform faiths, inspire generations, or challenge the way humanity understands courage, sacrifice, leadership, and hope. Other stories are something we hope to avoid at all costs as they are stories of dictators, serial killers and people we do not like.

Through the Lifeink biography series, I hope to bring these stories to readers in a way that is engaging, meaningful, and accessible to people from all walks of life.

The name Lifeink reflects a simple belief: that human lives leave marks upon history just as ink leaves marks upon paper. The choices people make, the words they speak, the struggles they endure, and the dreams they pursue continue to influence the world long after they are gone. Biographies allow us to learn not only about famous individuals, but also about ourselves — our strengths, weaknesses, fears, convictions, and possibilities.

This series was created with an international audience in mind. Whether the subject is a reformer, explorer, missionary, inventor, ruler, artist, thinker, serial killer  or ordinary person, my goal is to present each story in a clear, friendly, and human way. I believe history should not feel distant or dry. The people of the past laughed, suffered, hoped, doubted, and persevered just as we do today. I believe biographies have the power to encourage readers to think deeply about truth, faith, character, compassion, perseverance, and the impact one individual can have upon the world. 

I would like to thank every reader who has chosen to journey through these pages. It is my sincere hope that the Lifeink series will not only inform, but also inspire — encouraging readers to reflect upon their own lives and the legacy they themselves may leave behind.

May these stories remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and events. It is the story of people.

Yours sincerely,

Chong Shipei (Founder of LifeInk Press)
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Few leaders in the twenty-first century have shaped the direction of their nation as strongly as Xi Jinping. Under his leadership, China has risen further as a global economic, political, technological, and military power. Supporters view him as a leader who restored discipline, strengthened national unity, reduced poverty, and revived Chinese confidence on the world stage. Critics, however, see him as a leader who expanded state control, limited freedoms, and concentrated power more heavily than any Chinese leader since Mao Zedong. Whether admired or criticized, few can deny that Xi Jinping has become one of the most influential figures of modern history.

This book explores the life, rise, leadership, and legacy of Xi Jinping. It follows his journey from childhood in revolutionary China to becoming the General Secretary of the Communist Party, President of the People’s Republic of China, and one of the most powerful leaders in the world. His story is not simply the story of one man. It is also the story of modern China itself — a nation transformed by revolution, political struggle, economic reform, technological growth, and global ambition.

Xi Jinping’s life was shaped by extraordinary events from an early age. Born into a revolutionary family, he experienced both privilege and suffering during the turbulent years of Communist China. His father, Xi Zhongxun, was once a respected revolutionary leader but later became a victim of political persecution during the Cultural Revolution. As a teenager, Xi Jinping himself was sent to rural China, where he lived among farmers and performed hard labor in the village of Liangjiahe. These difficult experiences deeply influenced his understanding of hardship, discipline, political survival, and national stability.

Unlike many who suffered during the Cultural Revolution, Xi did not reject the Communist system. Instead, he chose to rise within it. Through patience, persistence, and political skill, he gradually climbed the ranks of the Communist Party. From local village administration to provincial leadership and eventually the highest offices of the Chinese state, Xi built a political career that reflected both ambition and careful discipline.

This biography seeks to present Xi Jinping in a balanced and accessible way. It does not attempt to portray him simply as a hero or villain. Like all major historical figures, Xi Jinping is a complex individual shaped by his environment, beliefs, ambitions, and the historical forces surrounding him. His leadership has brought significant changes to China and affected the lives of billions of people both inside and outside the country.

Readers will explore the major events that defined Xi’s leadership, including his anti-corruption campaigns, military reforms, economic policies, global diplomacy, technological ambitions, and emphasis on national rejuvenation. The book also examines controversies surrounding censorship, surveillance, political control, human rights concerns, and China’s growing tensions with other nations.

At the heart of Xi Jinping’s political vision lies the idea of the “Chinese Dream” — the belief that China should become strong, prosperous, respected, and unified after centuries of weakness and foreign humiliation. Understanding Xi Jinping therefore requires understanding China’s long historical journey and the Communist Party’s role within it.

This book is written for readers who wish to better understand not only Xi Jinping himself but also the modern nation he leads. Whether one views him with admiration, concern, curiosity, or criticism, his influence upon global affairs cannot be ignored. The future of China — and perhaps much of the world — will continue to be shaped by the decisions made under his leadership.

The story of Xi Jinping is ultimately a story about power, survival, ideology, ambition, and the transformation of modern China. It is the story of a boy shaped by revolution who would one day stand at the center of one of the world’s most powerful nations.
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​1.1 — Birth into Revolutionary China

The story of Xi Jinping begins during one of the most dramatic periods in modern Chinese history. China in the early 1950s was not the rich and powerful country that many people know today. It was still recovering from years of war, poverty, and political struggle. The Chinese Communist Party had only recently won the Chinese Civil War in 1949, and the new government under Mao Zedong was trying to reshape the country completely. Old traditions, old systems, and old ideas were being replaced with revolutionary thinking. Into this world, Xi Jinping was born.

Xi’s childhood was deeply connected to politics, revolution, and the Communist Party. His family belonged to the political elite of the new China, but life would not always remain comfortable for them. The political storms of Mao’s China would affect Xi personally and shape the way he later understood power, discipline, loyalty, and survival. To understand Xi Jinping as a leader, it is important to first understand the world into which he was born.

​1.1.1 — Birth in Beijing in 1953

Xi Jinping was born on June 15, 1953, in Beijing, the capital city of the newly formed People’s Republic of China. At the time of his birth, China itself was still very young as a communist nation. Only four years earlier, in 1949, Mao Zedong had stood at Tiananmen Gate and declared the founding of the People’s Republic of China. The Communist Party was now in charge, and many Chinese people hoped that the country would finally become stable after decades of war and suffering.

Xi Jinping was born into a family that already held an important place within the Communist government. His father, Xi Zhongxun, was a respected revolutionary leader who had fought alongside Mao Zedong during the Chinese Civil War. Xi Zhongxun was considered one of the heroes of the Communist Revolution. Because of his loyalty and contributions, he rose to important positions within the government after the Communist victory.

This meant that young Xi Jinping grew up surrounded by political discussions, party meetings, and government officials. Unlike many ordinary Chinese children who struggled with hunger and poverty, Xi’s early childhood was relatively comfortable. His family lived in Beijing, where many senior Communist Party leaders stayed. The environment around him was serious and political. The adults around him constantly talked about revolution, socialism, sacrifice, and the future of China.

Even though Xi was still a child, politics was already part of his daily life. His father often worked long hours, helping the government build the new China. Xi’s mother, Qi Xin, also supported the Communist cause and came from a revolutionary background. The family strongly believed in Communist ideals and loyalty to the Party.

As a young boy, Xi Jinping experienced the pride and excitement that many Communist families felt during those years. China was changing rapidly. The government encouraged people to believe that a new and better society was being created. Schools taught children to admire Mao Zedong and to place the nation above personal interests. Patriotism and loyalty were highly valued.

Xi attended school in Beijing during his early years. He was said to be quiet, observant, and disciplined. He grew up during a time when children were expected to respect authority and think collectively rather than individually. In Mao’s China, personal ambition was often seen as selfish. Instead, people were encouraged to work for the good of society.

However, Xi’s comfortable childhood would not last forever. The political world in Communist China was unpredictable and dangerous. Leaders who were praised one year could suddenly become enemies the next. This reality would soon strike Xi’s family in a painful way.

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, Mao launched several major political campaigns that transformed China. One of these campaigns, known as the Great Leap Forward, aimed to rapidly industrialize the country. The campaign led to terrible economic problems and widespread famine. Millions of people across China suffered from hunger and hardship. Even within the Communist Party, disagreements began to grow.

Xi Jinping was still very young, but the political tension around him increased as he grew older. His father, Xi Zhongxun, eventually fell out of favor with Mao Zedong. In the early 1960s, Xi Zhongxun was accused of political disloyalty. He was removed from power and publicly criticized. Suddenly, the privileged life that Xi Jinping had known began to disappear.

For young Xi, this was a shocking experience. One day his family belonged to the respected revolutionary elite. The next day they were treated with suspicion. Friends disappeared. Political allies became silent. Fear entered the household. These experiences taught Xi early lessons about the harsh realities of political power in China.

Despite these hardships, Xi Jinping remained deeply connected to the Communist Party and the idea of serving China. The struggles his family faced did not destroy his belief in the system. Instead, they seemed to strengthen his determination to survive and succeed within it. These difficult childhood experiences later became an important part of his personal story and political identity.

​1.1.2 — China under Mao Zedong

To understand Xi Jinping’s childhood, it is necessary to understand the China that existed under Mao Zedong. Mao was not only the leader of China. For many people, he was almost treated like a living symbol of the revolution itself. His image appeared everywhere — in schools, newspapers, homes, factories, and public squares. People memorized his sayings and studied his speeches carefully.

Mao believed that China needed to completely transform itself. He wanted to destroy the old society and create a socialist nation based on Communist principles. Under his leadership, the government controlled almost every part of daily life. The economy, education system, media, and even cultural activities were influenced by Communist ideology.

During the 1950s, the Communist government introduced major land reforms and economic changes. Wealthy landowners lost their property, and many businesses came under state control. The government promised equality and a better future for ordinary workers and farmers. Many poor Chinese people supported these changes because they hoped life would improve.

However, Mao’s policies often created great suffering alongside revolutionary enthusiasm. The Great Leap Forward, launched in 1958, became one of the most disastrous campaigns in Chinese history. Mao hoped to rapidly increase industrial production and agricultural output. Villages were organized into giant communes, and people were encouraged to work collectively.

The campaign failed badly. Poor planning, unrealistic production goals, and government pressure caused widespread famine across China. Millions of people died from hunger. Yet criticism of Mao was dangerous. Many officials feared speaking honestly because they worried about being accused of opposing the revolution.

Young Xi Jinping grew up hearing about sacrifice, struggle, and loyalty to the Communist cause. Even children were taught to place collective goals above personal comfort. Schools emphasized political education as much as academic subjects. Students learned revolutionary songs, Communist slogans, and stories about heroic workers and soldiers.

Then came the Cultural Revolution in 1966, one of the most chaotic periods in modern Chinese history. Mao feared that Communist ideals were weakening inside China. He encouraged young people, especially students known as Red Guards, to attack anyone considered politically suspicious or connected to “old ideas.”

The Cultural Revolution created fear throughout the country. Teachers, intellectuals, government officials, and even senior Communist Party members were publicly humiliated, imprisoned, or sent away for labor. Families were torn apart. Neighbors accused neighbors. Loyalty to Mao became more important than personal relationships.

Xi Jinping’s family suffered greatly during this time because his father had already fallen from political favor. Xi himself was bullied and criticized because of his family background. At one point, his mother was reportedly forced to publicly criticize his father. The political atmosphere was harsh and emotionally painful.

As a teenager, Xi Jinping was eventually sent to the countryside as part of Mao’s “Down to the Countryside Movement.” Many urban youths were forced to leave cities and live in poor rural villages to learn from farmers. Xi was sent to Liangjiahe village in Shaanxi Province. Life there was extremely difficult. He lived in a cave dwelling, performed hard labor, and experienced rural poverty firsthand.

These years deeply shaped Xi’s personality. He later described the experience as a period that taught him endurance and resilience. Instead of breaking him, the hardships seemed to strengthen his determination. He learned how to survive difficult political environments and how to connect with ordinary rural people.

China under Mao was a country full of contradictions. There was strong patriotism and revolutionary excitement, but also fear, political violence, and economic hardship. Xi Jinping experienced both privilege and suffering during this era. Those experiences became central to the way he later viewed leadership, stability, and national unity.

​1.1.3 — The Influence of Communist Ideals

From the moment he was born, Xi Jinping lived in a world shaped by Communist ideals. These ideas influenced not only government policy but also education, family life, and personal identity. The Communist Party believed that loyalty to the nation and the revolution should come before individual desires. This way of thinking became deeply rooted in Xi’s upbringing.

Xi grew up hearing stories about revolutionary heroes who sacrificed everything for China. His father and many older Party members had fought through war, hardship, and danger to establish Communist rule. In Communist families, these sacrifices were treated with great respect. Children were taught that serving the nation was an honorable duty.

The Communist system also emphasized discipline and obedience. During Xi’s childhood, people were expected to follow Party decisions without question. Public criticism of the government was dangerous. Schools trained students to think collectively and support socialist goals. Personal success mattered less than contributing to society.

These values remained important in Xi Jinping’s later political career. Many observers believe his strong emphasis on Party loyalty and national unity comes partly from the environment in which he grew up. He witnessed how political instability and internal conflict could destroy lives and weaken the country. As a result, he later became a leader who strongly valued order and centralized authority.

Another important Communist ideal that influenced Xi was the belief in national strength and revival. During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, China had suffered foreign invasions, internal rebellions, and economic weakness. Communist leaders often spoke about restoring China’s dignity and power. Young Xi grew up hearing that China must never again become weak or divided.

This idea of national rejuvenation became one of the central themes of Xi Jinping’s leadership many decades later. He often speaks about the “Chinese Dream,” which focuses on national prosperity, military strength, and cultural confidence. The roots of these ideas can be traced back to the revolutionary environment of his youth.

At the same time, Xi’s difficult experiences during the Cultural Revolution also influenced his understanding of politics. He saw how quickly political movements could become extreme and destructive. He learned that survival in China’s political system required patience, caution, and adaptability. These lessons made him careful and disciplined as he rose through the ranks of the Communist Party.

Even after his family suffered political persecution, Xi did not reject Communism. Instead, he chose to work within the Party system. This decision was important. Some people who experienced hardship during Mao’s campaigns became critics of the Communist Party. Xi took a different path. He believed that China still needed strong leadership and political stability.

When Xi later joined the Communist Party officially as a young man, it marked the continuation of a lifelong connection to the revolutionary ideals that shaped his childhood. Over time, he developed a political style that combined nationalism, discipline, and strong Party control.

The influence of Communist ideals on Xi Jinping cannot be separated from the history of modern China itself. He was born into a revolutionary family, raised during political chaos, and shaped by both privilege and suffering. These experiences formed the foundation of the leader he would eventually become.

​1.2 — The Xi Family

The story of Xi Jinping cannot be understood without first understanding the family that shaped him. The Xi family stood close to the center of political power during the early years of Communist China. They experienced privilege, influence, and respect, but they also faced fear, humiliation, and political persecution. These experiences had a deep effect on Xi Jinping’s personality and worldview.

Xi’s father, Xi Zhongxun, played an especially important role in shaping the family’s identity. He was not only a senior Communist official but also a revolutionary veteran who helped build the People’s Republic of China. His rise to power brought comfort and opportunity to the family, but his political downfall later brought suffering and uncertainty.

Growing up in such an environment gave Xi Jinping a unique childhood. He experienced life inside the political elite of China while also learning how quickly power could disappear. His education, family life, and upbringing were deeply connected to Communist values and revolutionary ideals. These early experiences later influenced the kind of leader he would become.

​1.2.1 — Xi Zhongxun’s Political Career

Xi Zhongxun was one of the important revolutionary leaders who helped establish Communist rule in China. Born in 1913 in Shaanxi Province, Xi Zhongxun joined revolutionary activities while still very young. China during his youth was unstable and divided. Different warlords controlled different regions, foreign powers interfered in Chinese affairs, and civil war spread across the country. Many young people believed China needed dramatic change, and Xi Zhongxun became deeply involved in the Communist movement.

As a young revolutionary, Xi Zhongxun worked closely with Communist forces in northwestern China. He became










​1.2.2 — Family Privilege in Early Communist China














​1.2.3 — Childhood Education and Upbringing














​1.3 — Early Political Awareness




​1.3.1 — Growing Up among Party Elites












​1.3.2 — Early Encounters with State Power
















​1.3.3 — The Shaping of Young Xi’s Identity
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