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mahābīra binava'um̐ hanumānā. rāma jāsu jasa āpa bakhānā. 10.
sōraṭhā.
pranava'um̐ pavanakumāra khala bana pāvaka gyānaghana.
jāsu hṛdaya āgāra basahiṁ rāma sara cāpa dhara. (Sortha no. 17.)
“I pay my deepest regards and sincere obeisance to Lord Hanuman whose magnificent glories, astounding deeds, stupendous achievements, majesty, greatness and renown are acknowledged, reiterated, lauded and applauded by even Lord Ram (who was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being). 

I bow my head most reverentially before the son of the Wind-God (i.e. Lord Hanuman) who is like a wild forest-fire for those who are wicked, crooked, deceitful, sinful and pervert. The Lord is a treasury full of Gyan (knowledge, wisdom, enlightenment, realisation, erudition and sagacity). 

Indeed, he is the one whose heart is the palatial realm where Lord Ram always lives, holding a bow and an arrow in his hands.” (Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 along with Sortha no. 17 that follows it.)

––––––––
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Lord Hanuman is one of those revered and favourite deities in Hinduism who finds an universal appeal amongst the faithfuls; he is respected for his glorious virtues and stellar qualities, as well as for his munificent, benevolent and helpful nature, for his willingness to go out of his way to extend an all-out help to devotees, grant them protection and ensure their welfare, especially to those who are also devotees of Lord Ram, the Lord to whom Hanuman himself is devoted.

In almost every village and community of India where Hindu deities are worshipped in some or the other form, one would certainly find Lord Hanuman’s presence, for it is a common belief that his grace acts as a catalyst to please the other deities who are worshipped by the common man, as well as the firm belief that Lord Hanuman’s presence grants protection against all odds, and shield the people from a variety of problems of life. Worshipping Lord Hanuman and offering obeisance to him brings auspiciousness, happiness, success in all endeavours and in all spheres of life, freedom from fears of all kinds, including from enemies, evil powers, malignant stars, diseases, ill-fortunes, etc., and at the same time, as an added bonus of sorts, give spiritual strength and peace to the worshipper, even paving the way for his attaining closeness to Lord Ram in a subtle way, which in itself leads to deliverance, emancipation and salvation of the person’s soul.  

Lord Hanuman was the greatest devotee of Lord Ram; he was trusted and loved by the Lord Ram who was an incarnation of the Supreme Being. As noted above, Hanuman is a revered deity renowned for being a gracious, kind, benevolent and merciful Lord who would give unquestioned protection to a devotee, both his as well as of Lord Ram; Hanuman grants fearlessness and deliverance from all sorts of problems, difficulties, miseries and troubles faced by the devotee in life. No evil force would ever dare to torment a devotee of Lord Hanuman. He is easy to please and obliging towards a devotee, needing only sincerity and faith on the part of a devotee. Lord Hanuman is the first deity who is approached by a person in trouble and facing some or the other kind of problem in life, for the affected person is sure of deliverance by the grace of Lord Hanuman, and this single virtue of the Lord has made him extremely popular amongst the people because there is rarely anyone in the world who can claim that he or she faces no trouble or problem in life. And even in the rare case that there is a person who truly can claim that no trouble or problem torment him or her, then also worshipping Lord Hanuman comes as a boon for the devotee as it grants the person spiritual peace, solace and security. Worshipping Lord Hanuman gives a person enough confidence and inner strength to face and overcome future problems and troubles in life, besides making the person eligible for receiving Lord Ram’s special attention and grace.

The best thing and the so-called ‘icing of the pudding’ about worshipping Lord Hanuman is that if the worshipper is a devotee of Lord Ram, then Hanuman would go to any length, he would walk the extra miles so to say, to protect and help the concerned person in every possible way, in a selfless manner and without any persuasion. 

The magnificent and fabulous Story of Lord Hanuman, and the awe-inspiring legends associated with him, are very intricately and inseparably linked to and woven into the fabric of the legendary story of Lord Ram’s life as narrated in the famous epic known as the ‘Ramayana’ so much so that to imagine the latter (i.e. Lord Ram’s story) without the presence of the former (Hanuman) would be like imagining a flower without its colour and sweet fragrance, the sun without its splendour and brilliance, the cloud without its life-giving rain, the forest without its verdant greenery, the mountain without its forests and snow-capped peaks, the wind, the water and the earth without their life-sustaining abilities, and the body of a living being without any life in it. In fact, if the fame, the glory and the majesty of Lord Ram is the flag, then Hanuman is the flagstaff!

The story of the Ramayana would have been completely different had it not been for Hanuman. Lord Hanuman had played the central, pivotal and a crucial role in the entire story, and was instrumental in Lord Ram achieving successes in all his endeavours. It was Hanuman who was also instrumental in Sugriv regaining his lost prestige and right to the throne of Kishkindha; it was he who leapt across the vast and formidable barrier in the form of the ocean and reached Lanka, searched out Sita, trounced the pride of the demons by thrashing the demon army and burning their capital city of Lanka, and then coming back unscathed to give the happy news to Lord Ram; it was he who had led the charge of Lord Ram’s army against the demon enemies, it was he who virtually ruled the battle-field and determined the direction the war would eventually take by steering the course of developments leading to the vanquishing of the demon enemies and the victory of Lord Ram, and in the process showcasing his matchless valour, vigour, strength, intelligence, swiftness, agility, skills and expertise. He therefore played the most important role in ensuring the victory of Lord Ram, the liberation of Sita from the captivity of the demons, the coronation of Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka, and the elimination of the evil forces represented by the demons, thereby freeing the earth of its cumbersome burden, the main reason why Lord Vishnu had to come down to earth in the form of an incarnation of Lord Ram. 

It was Hanuman who had saved the lives of all the chief protagonists of the epic story of Ramayana—for instance, (i) he had saved Sugriv from the wrath of his brother Baali as well as (ii) Vibhishan from that of his brother Ravana; (iii) during the war at Lanka he had saved the life of both Lord Ram and his brother Laxman as well as of the monkey army on many occasions; (iv) he had saved Sita’s life when she was almost drowned in despair and had lost all hopes of deliverance from captivity of the demons by giving her hope with an assurance that she would soon be rescued by Lord Ram from the clutches of demons, and then once again at the end of the war, by informing her of the actual victory of the Lord and the fulfilment of his word-of-honour given to her earlier that she would soon be freed from the clutches of the demons. (v) Hanuman had also saved the life of Bharat when he went and conveyed the good news of the Lord’s arrival at Ayodhya just in the nick of time on the last day of the 14-year period of exile when Bharat was contemplating giving his life because he had lost all hopes of Lord Ram’s return. 

Lord Ram had repeatedly acknowledged this fact and reiterated his obligation towards Hanuman; the Lord had lavishly lauded and applauded Hanuman on many an occasion, saying that he would remain indebted to him forever. Sita had also accepted her indebtedness towards him. Both have honoured Hanuman by calling him their ‘son’. 

If ever there was anyone in the story of the Ramayana who could carry aloft the flag of Lord Ram’s glory, who could steal the thunder, as it were, of all the worldly exploits of Lord Ram, who could understand and realise the true nature of Lord Ram as being the Supreme Being himself in the Lord’s human form, whose whole life, his very existence, every pore of his body, every hair, every breath, every thought, every deed, were devoted to Lord Ram and serving the Lord, who was the most enlightened of all the Lord’s devotees, whose heart was an abode of Lord Ram, who could qualify himself to the exalted pedestal of making Lord Ram feel indebted towards him and be called the Lord’s foster-son, whom Sita too would call her son and bless him liberally, and who showed by deeds, words and actions what the virtues of devotion, faith, loyalty, service, truthful knowledge, wisdom, courage, strength, humility, surrender, perseverance etc. really mean—then surely it was none other than Hanuman.

Hanuman had shown by practice in his exemplary life what the real meaning of the terms devotion, service, selflessness, humility and modesty is; what constitutes the virtues of submission, faith, conviction and belief in the Lord; what is true wisdom, sagacity, erudition and intelligence is; what is enlightenment, realisation and truthful knowledge; what is vigour, strength, valour, courage, fortitude, perseverance and steadfastness of purpose is. 

The life of Hanuman is a landmark one, and by examining it closely and understanding it from various angles or perspectives one comes face to face with a noble soul who exemplifies grand virtues and excellence of character that would make any of us a perfect being. By the study of his life one gets to learn about so many eclectic and grand virtues that were being implemented by him in practice that one would feel elated and fulfilled if one were to emulate them in one’s own life. The story of the life and times of Hanuman is a grand and a marvellous epic of its own standing. It’s an epic story of stellar virtues and grand qualities, having its own grandeur and magnificence, its own exalted stature, its own individuality and uniqueness, and its own importance, relevance and significance; it sets out a benchmark of what consists of virtuousness, righteousness, piety, holiness, humility, submission, faith, love and devotion for Lord God. It teaches us to employ our different kinds of strengths and resources, physical, mental and moral, to support what is right and noble, to help those who need it, and take a firm stand against evil and negative forces in the world; it teaches us to never boast about our achievements but give credit of whatever good we do to our beloved Lord God, who in the case of Hanuman was Lord Ram, the Supreme Being in a human form.  

One outstanding facet of his life is the fact that Hanuman was privy to the philosophies of life and the essential teachings of the scriptures as expounded and elucidated by the Supreme Lord himself in his form as Lord Ram during the Treta-Yuga, and as Lord Krishna in the Dwapar-Yuga. In this context it is indeed remarkable that the famous preaching of Lord Krishna to Arjun on the battle-field prior to the start of the epic Mahabharat War, the teaching that has come to be known as the ‘Geeta’ down the ages, was heard by Hanuman who was sitting atop the chariot of Arjun. Both Arjun and Krishna are no more, but Hanuman lives amongst us as a direct witness of the preaching of Geeta. Earlier in Treta -Yuga, he was taught personally by Lord Ram and his divine consort Sita on the fundamentals of metaphysics, spiritualism, theology and devotion. So he is perhaps the only holy Soul who is privileged to have heard the divine preaching uttered by the Supreme Lord himself in his two human manifestations as Lord Ram and Lord Krishna. 

While there are many a versions of the epic story of the Ramayana, and there are countless renderings of them in so many languages by so many authors, but unfortunately there is no single comprehensive narration on the legend and greatness of Hanuman. His life story, the events that made him so famous and legendary, and the definitely glorious virtues and exemplary characters that he possessed have made Lord Hanuman stand tall, head over shoulders, amongst all the other personalities that are associated with the timeless story of Lord Ram as narrated in the Ramayana.  

Lord Hanuman’s story lies embedded in the story of the Ramayana, and is an integral and an inseparable part of it, but this priceless gem of a story remains virtually in the shadows of the great legends associated with Lord Ram. So there was a necessity to write a separate Book that would be exclusively focussed on Lord Hanuman, highlighting his colossal stature, his grand virtues, his eclectic glories, his excellent character, his unmatched greatness, his wisdom and intelligence, and his stellar life devoted to serving Lord Ram. This Book is my attempt in this direction. 

Since the story of Lord Hanuman is scattered in the various scriptures, I had to collate and correlate them in order to draw a complete portrait of Lord Hanuman, complete with narrating his glories and his greatness that is well-organized and well-structured, a picture that is complete, comprehensive, coherent and cohesive as far as was possible for me; its my humble attempt to draw a picture that gives a wide-angle panoramic view of the glories and greatness of Lord Hanuman. 

To ensure that our present narration of the grand and marvellous Story of Lord Hanuman, about his life and times, as well as his countless virtues and glories, acquires the quality of authenticity and sanctity, I have taken great care that the narration is based entirely on the scriptures, and for this purpose I have included direct quotation of verses from the different scriptures. In fact, nothing is said in our present Book that is not supported by one or the other scripture. My attempt has been to present the grand Story of Lord Hanuman entirely as it is narrated in the scriptures, with no distortions, no interferences and no interpolations. Of course it is obvious, true and understood as well, that an author might have to take some liberty while explaining ancient scriptural texts to a modern world in a modern language, such as English in our case, yet the authenticity and sanctity is maintained at all costs; this has been my sincere endeavour while preparing this Book. I had always kept in mind that this is not an ordinary book, but a Holy Book of sorts as it is directly and exclusively devoted to Lord Hanuman, the greatest devotee of Lord Ram and a revered deity in his own right in the present age called the Kali-Yuga. The greatest benefit of this approach is that it gives our narration a stamp of scriptural authority, validity, sanctity and holiness that it deserves as it is a narration of the divine story of Lord Hanuman. 

It often happens that with the passage of time many new ideas and thoughts are added and included in successive narrations by generations of teachers and preachers to explain the matter by way of examples, parables and metaphors, to add colour and flavour to the text, which after a long time get quietly incorporated into the main text. Perhaps this is the reason why so many variations occur today. But these additions have their own utility and tradition. So for our purpose of narrating the story of Hanuman we shall use materials from different sources, because, as we shall see, each serves its own purpose. Our story would therefore be an all-inclusive story of Lord Hanuman that would keep the reader engaged by its comprehensive nature, its expanse and its charm. 

As we go through the text we discover the factors how an individual soul born humbly into the monkey race and given the name of Hanuman or Aanjaneya transformed into the colossus Lord who became the rallying point around which the success of Lord Ram’s campaign for eliminating the sinful and cruel demon forces revolved, as well as the pedestal on which Lord Ram’s glory rested in the epic narration of the Lord’s divine story known as Ramayana in this world; Hanuman is like the flagstaff that holds aloft the flag of Lord Ram’s glory and fame, as well as the holiness of the Lord’s Name. Not only that, we shall discover the grand and most virtuous qualities which are lauded in the scriptures as the pillars of Dharma revealing themselves in practical terms in the life and deeds of Hanuman so much so that the Supreme Lord of this world Lord Sri Ram acknowledged them repeatedly himself. This is one of the reasons why Lord Ram asked Hanuman to remain behind at the time of the Lord’s ascension to heaven so that a wise individual with powerful and unquestioned moral authority, with excellent wisdom, intelligence and prudence, who has the required ability and potential, could remain in this world to give protection to it, to maintain and uphold the principles of Dharma (righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, and nobility of conduct and thought) and Satya (truthfulness) that were so assiduously and painstakingly established by the Lord himself, and take care of the world, the Lord’s devotees and pious people in the future time to come when there were fair chances of resurgence of negative forces and a real possibility of descent of the society into the dark cavernous world of chaos marked by sins, falsehoods, perversions and negativity as time passed. 

It is believed that Hanuman ubiquitously lives now in this world in an invisible and subtle form that is omnipresent, omnipotent and almighty, ever ready to protect and help those who invoke him, those who are the followers of the principles of Dharma and Satya, those who seek shelter and protection from powerful negative forces around them, those who take refuge under the umbrella of Lord Ram’s holy and divine name—surely, there must be some power to protect and help them. Just like Lord Ram living in this world in an invisible form and is represented by his Holy Name, so is also the case of Hanuman—i.e. both Lord Ram and Lord Hanuman are deemed to be present wherever, whenever they are remembered by devotees; they are present and ready to help and protect the devotee who offers obeisance to them by way of prayers and hymns sung in their honour. And the most remarkable thing is both of them are very easy to please; they would go out of their way to ensure good and well-being of their devotees, of all those who seek refuge and shelter with them. Lord Hanuman ensures that no one amongst his devotees is let down; he ensures that those who have devotion for Lord Ram are taken special care of.

Lord Hanuman personified the glorious virtues of spiritual wisdom, intelligence, prudence, devotion for and submission before Lord Ram, commitment to serve the Lord at all costs, as well as the highest spiritual state of existence known as ‘Samadhi’ when the practitioner goes about doing the routine affairs of the world externally, but internally he is unconcerned with and oblivious to what his gross body does in the outside gross, mortal material world, for he remains deeply focused on his inner-self known as the truthful Atma as well as on the divine Being known as the Parmatma. Hanuman exemplified the main thrust of the teaching of Lord Krishna in the famous Geeta as well as of the Upanishads which say that one should not think that he is the doer of anything, that one should not expect any reward for his deeds, that one should do whatever is expected of him but offer each deed as an offering to the Supreme Lord, and that this becomes the real form of worship of the Lord without any rituals and pretensions. In his life, Lord Hanuman followed this principles to the last dot—he is credited with so many great deeds that even Lord Ram expressed his personal gratitude towards him, but Hanuman never bragged of his achievements; he always remained humble; he was silently meditating on the Lord Ram’s Holy Name and divine Form, and never took the credit for doing anything himself. When anyone praised him, including the Lord himself, he simply said that all the credit goes to the Lord, and he was just acting as inspired and instructed by him like a puppet does at the hands of the puppeteer. {This idea is expressly stated by Lord Hanuman himself in Tulsidas’s Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 33 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-9 that precede it.}

The faith and trust that Lord Ram had in Hanuman can be judged by two important incidents—one is when the Lord entrusted him with his signet ring at the time the  when the monkeys were embarking on the mission of finding Sita, and the other is at the time of Lord’s departure from this world when he instructed Hanuman to live in this world to act as a guardian angel of his Holy Name and to act as the upholder of the principles of Dharma and Satya. The Lord knew very well that it was only Hanuman who could be exclusively trusted with this all-important task. No contaminations of this evil, corrupt and sinful world could affect Hanuman in the least. Well, it was not without reason that both Lord Ram and Sita called Hanuman their ‘son’ and praised him without any reservations.

Hanuman took birth during the incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, as Lord Ram, and Hanuman himself was born as the son of the Wind God. He is also said to be a revelation of Lord Rudra, the most ferocious form of the eleven forms of Shiva, the 3rd God of the Trinity. From the perspective of metaphysics, Hanuman can be said to represent the dynamism, the strength, the vigour, the potent, the power and the force of the Supreme Being. While the Shakti, the female aspect of the dynamic powers of the Supreme Being, protects this creation from within, Hanuman, the male aspect of the same dynamism, protects it from the outside. Lord Hanuman represents a personified form of all the noble, good and holy qualities that the soul inherently possesses.

So, if the body of an individual creature is the symbolic representative of the Supreme Being known as Brahm, then the Shakti aspect of Brahm protects the creature from the inside by the way of the body’s internal strength, energy, vitality, virility and the functioning of the vital life-forces called the Prans, while Hanuman represents the power of Brahm to extend support and protection to the creature by the way of the body’s external abilities, strength, vigour, valour, courage, potentials, powers and other such glorious virtues that the physical body possesses and displays. 

Since Hanuman was blessed by Lord Ram with the boon of an exceptionally long life—as long as he wants as well as till the time the Lord’s glories and holy name are honoured in this world—his life spans three eras according to the Hindu belief. He was born in the Treta-Yuga, the era of Lord Ram. In this era, Hanuman’s story is intricately woven into the fabric of the story of Lord Ram as narrated in the many versions of Ramayana. 

When Lord Ram left for his heavenly abode at the end of Treta-Yuga, he instructed Hanuman to remain behind to uphold Dharma and Satya as well as to afford protection to the Lord’s devotees and act as the guardian angel of the Lord’s holy name till the age of Kali Yuga, at the end of which he would be free to come to heaven to serve the Supreme Being there. [Refer: (a) Veda Vyas’s ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ ((i) Lanka Kand, Canto 16, verse nos. 12-16; (ii) Uttar Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 34-34 ½ ). (b) Valmiki’s epic narration of the story of Lord Ram, well known as ‘Valmiki Ramayana’ ( Uttar Kand, Sarga 108, verse nos. 32-35 ½.] 

Since Kali Yuga comes after the Dwapar Yuga, it follows that Lord Hanuman was also was present during the latter era, during the age of Lord Krishna. So we find his physical presence in the epic story of the Mahabharat when he meets Bhim, the brother of Arjun, who had gone to collect a fragrant lotus flower in the Kadali Van1, and again he is shown as sitting atop the war standard and the war chariot of Arjun which was driven by Lord Krishna himself during the war of the Mahabharat2. Arjun won the war of Mahabharat because of this single factor—Hanuman protecting him and ensuring his victory over the enemies3. [Refer: 1Mahabharat, Van Parva, Sarga 146, verse no. 49—to Sarga 150, verse 18. 2Mahabharat, Karna Parva, Sarga 87, verse nos. 7 and 94-96; Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran, (i) Skandha (Canto) 1, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 14, verse no. 22; and (ii) Skandha / (Canto) 5, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 19, Verse 1-8. 3Mahabharat, Shalya Parva, Sarga 61, verse nos. 7-13.] 

We find a remarkable corollary here—Hanuman was the one who led Ram and Laxman to victory during the war at Lanka, and it was Hanuman again who led Krishna and Arjun to victory during the war of Mahabharat. 

There is one most interesting thing that we discover here—Hanuman was the only other individual besides Arjun who had directly heard Lord Krishna preaching Geeta (also pronounced as Gita) prior to the start of the Mahabharat war by the simple fact that Hanuman was sitting atop the war chariot of Arjun when Lord Krishna had preached Geeta to him.  

In the present era called Kali-Yuga, Lord Hanuman lives in a sublime and subtle form that is embodied in the various Mantras, Stutis and Stotras (hymns and prayers) dedicated to him. Hence, in this era of Kaliyug, Hanuman is glorified as a revered deity who is invoked for all-round protection and welfare of the devotee, both the physical as well as the spiritual.  

Even when we take a look at the individuals who narrated the story of Lord Ram known as the Ramayana in which Hanuman invariably plays a central and pivotal we deduce this fact. For instance, the first narration of Ramayan was by sage Valmiki who was a contemporary of Ram during the Treta-Yuga, then by sage Veda Vyas who lived during the Dwapar Yuga, the age of Lord Krishna, when we find the sage mentioning Lord Hanuman’s presence in his classical books Mahabharat and Srimad Bhagwat, and finally in Kali Yuga when the great saint-poet Goswami Tulsidas mentions Lord Hanuman in all the books he has penned, such as Ram Charit Manas, Vinai Patrika, Geetawali and Kavitawali. Tulsidas’ three books of prayers for Lord Hanuman, viz. Hanuman Chalisa, Bajran Baan and Hanuman Bahuk were written by him when he had physically suffered and Lord Hanuman personally intervened to protect and relieve him from his torments. 

Presence of Hanuman in the two ancient ages called the Treta-Yuga and the Dwapar-Yuga of Lord Ram and Lord Krishna respectively, has been certified by great sages who had penned classical narrations of the events of those periods—viz. (i) sage Valmiki who was a contemporary of Lord Ram and had written the famous epic known as the Ramayana, and (ii) sage Veda Vyas who had penned the Adhyatma Ramayan dedicated to Lord Ram, and the Bhagwat Maha-Puran dedicated to Lord Krishna, as well as the Mahabharat, the epic war between the Kauravs and the Pandavas in which Lord Krishna had participated. Presence of Hanuman in the story of the Ramayana is well known, but upon a close look at the epics related to Dwapa-Yuga, the ones dealing with the story of Lord Krishna, we discover that Hanuman was present during that age too. 

Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran, a classical Book that describes the life and time of Lord Krishna and pertains to the Dwapar-Yuga, quotes sage Shukdeo to narrate a prayer that Hanuman has said to honour Lord Ram (Srimad Bhagwat: Skandha (chapter) 5, Adhyaaye (canto) 19, verse nos. 1-8). {It is said that Narad met Lord Hanuman when he set out to search for an individual who can be regarded as the best devotee of the Supreme Being and the wisest one.} Then again, Hanuman finds his presence when Lord Ram’s story is narrated in Skandha 9, Adhyaaye 10 and 11 of Srimad Bhagwat. 

Further, Hanuman’s presence is found in Mahabharat—when Bhim meets Hanuman (Van Parva, Sarga 146, verse no. 49—to Sarga 150, verse 18), and then in the main war where we find Hanuman sitting atop the war chariot of Arjun and leading the war from there (Karna Parva, Sarga 87, verse nos. 7 and 94-96). Hanuman sitting atop the war chariot of Arjun is also mentioned in Srimad Bhagwat, (i) Skandha (Canto) 1, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 14, verse no. 22; and (ii) Skandha / (Canto) 5, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 19, Verse 1-8. 

When we come to Kaliyug we find that the greatest and the most famous narration of the story of Lord Ram has been done by saint Goswami Tulsidas in his magnum-opus known as the ‘Ram Charit Manas’ which has no parallel in the realm of devotional literature ever written during this era. Not only this, Tuslidas has written a number of books on Lord Ram, such as Kavitawali, Geetawali, Dohawali and Vinai Patrika, and Hanuman stands like a colossus in all of them simply because the story of Lord Ram is incomplete and devoid of its beauty, charm, glory and greatness if Hanuman is removed from it. Of particular relevance are two books of prayers written by Tulsidas that are called ‘Hanuman Bahuk’ and ‘Bajranj Baan’. These he had written when a severe pain had afflicted him in his arms during the later years of his life. Besides these, he had written another book of prayer which is extremely popular, and it is called ‘Hanuman Chalisa’. He had written it when it is said he was imprisoned by an emperor of that time who wanted to test his devotion for Lord Ram and Hanuman. A huge army of monkeys had invaded Delhi where he was imprisoned, and started causing havoc till the time the emperor realised his mistake and released Tulsidas from prison. These things establish Lord Hanuman’s continuous presence in the Kali Yuga as well. 

Thus we see that Hanuman easily straddles three eras—Treta, Dwapar and Kali. During the Treta-Yuga he lived mainly in Kishkindha, and for some time in the mountain called Rishyamook to accompany Sugriv when he was exiled by his brother Baali, and it was here that he had first met Lord Ram. After Lord Ram’s coronation in Ayodhya, Hanuman went to the Himalayas in the north of India to do penance. When Lord Ram left for his heavenly abode at the end of Treta and ordered Hanuman to stay behind, it was here that the latter went and lived, waiting for Lord Vishnu’s advent as Krishna during the Dwapar-Yuga. During this era the part of Himalayas was known as Kimpurush. When Kali-Yuga arrived at the end of Dwapar, Hanuman began to live wherever Lord Ram’s Holy Name was said. In other words, during Kali-Yuga Hanuman’s presence is where Lord Ram’s name is present, and that, in simple terms, means ‘everywhere’ because sound is present everywhere and Lord Ram’s Holy Name can be said anytime, anywhere and by anyone. In the current era therefore, Hanuman is omnipresent and immanent, living in a subtle and sublime form everywhere. His blessings can be invoked anytime and anywhere; what one needs is faith and devotion in the Lord.  

Like a cup dipped in an ocean can only collect a sample of the vast, measureless, fathomless quantity of water that is present in this Nature’s reservoir, no one can therefore lay claim to be able to narrate all that is there to be narrated about the glories of Lord Sri Ram and Lord Hanuman. But like that symbolic cup of water, this Book of ours also represents a humble attempt by the author to try to collate, correlate and present to his readers a comprehensive picture of the Glories of Lord Hanuman, in as simple and an ordinary English language as is possible for him. 

So in this Book, glories of Hanuman and legends attached with him have been narrated in a comprehensive way by including relevant material dedicated to the glories and greatness of Lord Hanuman sourced from wide range of scriptural texts, such as works of Goswami Tulsidas, the Vedas, the different versions of the Ramayana, and a host of other assorted sources such as Mahabharat, Srimad Bhagwat, and other sources such as the many prayers, hymns, stotras and other kinds of devotional material dedicated to Lord Hanuman were available. 

The presentation in this Book gives a wide-ranging, panoramic and kaleidoscopic view of the greatness of Lord Hanuman: his magnificent glories, his stellar qualities, his excellent virtues and character, his erudition and wisdom, the various boons and blessings he had received, his munificent and benevolent nature, his willingness to go out of the way to help devotees and grant them protection, as well as the fact how close he was to his beloved Lord Ram. In this age of Kali-Yuga, Lord Ram had assigned him the task to protect his devotees, and to keep the world purified by singing the Lord’s Holy Name and spreading cheer amongst his devotees by assuring them of help, protection and deliverance. 

It is to be especially noted here that the famed glories and greatness of Lord Hanuman are clearly and explicitly enumerated in the verses of all the Prayers, Hymns, Stotras and Stutis etc. dedicated to Lord Hanuman that have been published separately by this author as an independent Book titled “Devotional Stotras and Stutis of Lord Hanuman”. These Prayers represent a bond that a devotee shares with Lord Hanuman; it is a bond of alchemy of devotion, faith, trust, respect, love, adoration and submission to the Lord who protects and takes care of his devotee under all circumstances.  

In our present Book, we get to read a comprehensive narration of the legendary and remarkable story of Lord Hanuman spreading over three Yugs, or eras, known as Treta-Yuga, Dwapar-Yuga and Kali-Yuga, corresponding to the ages of Lord Ram, Lord Krishna and the current age. We read about his birth, his early childhood days, and about his days as an adult when he was blessed with an opportunity to eternally serve Lord Ram and become the Lord’s favourite devotee. 

Chapter 2 describes Lord Hanuman’s birth and events associated with his childhood days, especially the most remarkable one when he leapt to grab the sun, thinking it to be a ripe fruit dangling from the sky, how he was injured when Indra, the king of Gods, hit him with his weapon known as Vajra in order to stop him from doing this, and how all the great Gods got together to bless him and grant him several boons.  

Chapter 3 describes his life and time when he grew up to become an adult. This indeed is the most brilliant phase of his life, especially because he was the chosen one by Lord Ram, the Supreme Being, developing a close bond with the Lord, becoming the Lord’s trusted aide and confidante, and serving the Lord for the rest of his life. Even at the time of Lord Ram’s departure from this mortal world, Hanuman was commanded by the Lord to stay behind to take care of Dharma, protect and help his devotees, and hold aloft high the flag of Lord Ram’s Holy Name.

Chapter 4 describes the Story of how Lord Hanuman had rescued Lord Ram and Laxman from the clutches of Ahiravana, the demon ruler of the nether-world.

Chapter 5 deals with the theme of Lord Hanuman’s presence during Dwaparyug, the age of Lord Krishna. Here we learn many interesting facts about his life during this era. The first instance is found when Hanuman meets Bhim while the latter was going to bring a fragrant flower from a forest called ‘Kadali Van’, a forest of banana groves. { Van Parva, Sarga 146, verse no. 49—to Sarga 150, verse 18.} 

The second instance is found during the epic War of Mahabharat when he sat atop the war chariot of Arjun to ensure the latter’s victory in the war. {(i) Mahabharat, Karna Parva, Sarga 87, verse nos. 7 and 94-96; Shalya Parva, Sarga 61, verse nos. 7-13; and (ii) Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran, (i) Skandha (Canto) 1, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 14, verse no. 22; and (ii) Skandha / (Canto) 5, Adhyaaye (Chapter) 19, Verse 1-8.} Hanuman riding Arjun’s chariot is also found in ‘Parashar Sanhita’.

Further, in Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran we come across a prayer that Hanuman offered in honour of Lord Ram (Canto 5, Chapter 19, Verse 1-8). As is well known, Srimad Bhagwat pertains to the age of Lord Krishna, i.e. Dwapar-Yuga. This prayer is quoted in the context of sage Narad meeting Hanuman when he set out to search for an individual who can be regarded as the best devotee of the Supreme Being and the most wise one.

Chapter 6 deals with the theme of Lord Hanuman’s presence in Kali-Yuga, the present age of ours. This is certified in Veda Vyas’s ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ {(i) Lanka Kand, Canto 16, verse nos. 12-16; (ii) Uttar Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 34-34 ½.}, and Valmiki’s epic narration of the story of Lord Ram, well known as ‘Valmiki Ramayana’ { Uttar Kand, Sarga 108, verse nos. 32-35 ½}. 

In Chapter 7, titled ‘Many Interesting Facts About Lord Hanuman’ we read more about Hanuman, and learn many interesting things about him. The most interesting, important and significant point explained in this chapter pertains to the question ‘whether Hanuman was actually a “monkey”, who is an animal, as has he been depicted to be by the constant use of this word’. The answer is ‘definitely no, he certainly was not an animal known as the monkey, and neither were any of the others who had been depicted as monkeys and bears who helped Lord Ram in his campaign to free Sita from the clutches of the demon king Ravana of Lanka’. Then, who were they? This question has been explained in a logical manner in this chapter no. 7. Besides this, many other interesting facts about Lord Hanuman have been summarised in this chapter, such as the story behind Hanuman loving to be covered in a layer of Sindoor, or vermillion paste; and his many other special virtues and qualities that make him stand out and attain fame as a devotee and follower par-excellence of Lord Ram, one that so rightly deserves the honours bestowed upon him. 

That said, the author of this present Book begs, with all humility, modesty and sincerity at his command, for forgiveness for all errors of omission and commission that he may have made while writing the Book, considering the fact that Lord Hanuman’s fame and glories are so immense, so stupendous, so  magnificent and so luminous that it’s not possible for a human being to claim that any attempt to narrate them is perfect and complete in all respects, for to make any such a claim would be like showing lamp to the Sun.

It’s to express my sincerest gratitude to Lord Hanuman, it is to say ‘thank you’ to  Hanuman for all the protection, grace, kindness and mercy he has shown to me in my life, for the handholding he has done to help me to overcome the turmoil and upheavals of life which would have otherwise turned my boat upside down somewhere midstream, and it is to pay my obeisance and respects to Lord Hanuman that I have gathered courage to write this book titled ‘Lord Hanuman: His Legendary Glories and Greatness’. 

Well, it goes without saying that whatever I write and am given credit for actually is being done by my beloved Lord Ram. In the form of this book, the Supreme Being wishes to express his thanks to Hanuman for whatever he has done for the Lord while he was playing his divine sport on earth during the two previous eras of Treta-Yuga and Dwapar-Yuga in his incarnations as Ram and Krishna respectively, as well as in upholding the glory of Lord Ram’s divine Name as well as the principles of Dharma and Satya during the present era of Kali-Yuga. Hanuman represents all the fine characters and qualities of the devotees of Lord Ram, and as such the Lord wishes to thank them and assure his blessing to all of them who would try their best to emulate Hanuman in their lives, in their thoughts and their deeds. 

As for me finally, I find no sufficient word that could express my deep and profound sense of gratitude and thanks for my Guru Lord Hanuman ji as well as to my beloved Lord Ram because words have their own limitations and they cannot do justice to the language of the heart and the mind. The extent of the benevolence, the munificence, the grace, the kindness and the benediction that the Lord has been gracious enough to shower on me, and without whose wish, direct intervention and constant guidance this volume, like the others that have already been published, would not have materialized at all.  

The author also seeks the blessings of all who read this Book, and would consider his efforts successful and fruitful when the reader enjoys it and is enlightened about the many facets of Lord Hanuman’s glories and greatness that are enumerated in this Book. 

I humbly present this Book to my esteemed readers with a sincere request to excuse me for the errors of omission and commission that I may have inadvertently made due to oversight or other factors unbeknown to me, and this request is very sincere and out of the depths of my heart. At the same time, I ask forgiveness from my beloved Lord Ram as well as from Lord Hanuman for all my incompetence and childishness by submitting before them—‘Oh Lord! I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not know’ (Bible, Job 42/2), but ‘must I not take heed to speak what the Lord has put in my mouth?’ (Bible, Numbers 23/12), for ‘the Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue (when I spoke what I said or wrote what I had written)’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 23/2).
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Amen! 

Author:  Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia

—————-**********—————
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A Biography of Lord Hanuman 

Lord Hanuman’s birth and early childhood days 

––––––––
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Chapter 2

––––––––
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In this Chapter no. 2 we would be reading about Lord Hanuman’s early childhood days, and the stupendous courage and abilities he exhibited even in his nascent years. The topics covered in this chapter are the following: 

(a) : Hanuman leaping in the sky to grab the rising sun;

(b) : Indra hitting Hanuman with his weapon called the Vajra, thereby injuring   him; 

(c) : All the major Gods blessing Hanuman and granting him many boons;

(d) : The main purpose Lord Hanuman’s birth in the monkey race.

––––––––
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We shall read the relevant texts of the following Scriptures, one by one, in this connection:- 

1: Valmiki Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Sarga 66, verse nos. 1-30: Page 18 

2: Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 35, verse nos. 1-65: Page 31

3: Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 36, verse nos. 1-46: Page 62

4: Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga 13, verse nos. 153-178,       and verse nos. 185-189: Page 83

5: Anand Ramayan, Manohar Kand, Sarga 10, verse nos. 15-41½: Page 93

6: Skanda Puran, Avanti Khand, Canto 79, verse nos. 1-54: Page 100

7: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Sarga 2, verse nos. 22-32; Kishkindha  Kand, Sarga 9, verse no. 16-17½: Page 119

8: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-10 that  precedes Doha no. 30: Page 122 

That said, now let us proceed with our narration:-
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1: Valmiki Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Sarga 66, verse nos. 1-30:-
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Background of the narrative: On the instructions of Lord Ram, Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha, had sent a number of teams consisting of monkey and bear warriors in every direction to search for Sita, Lord Ram’s consort, who had been abducted from Panchavati. 

One such team consisted of senior members of the court of Kishkindha—such as Angad (the crown prince), Jamvant (the chief of the bears), Nala and Neela (the kingdom’s architects, builders and planners), and of course Hanuman (who was Sugriv’s favourite minister, trusted companion and faithful aide, as well as a great devotee and a favourite of Lord Ram). 

This team was sent in the south direction, where the island of Lanka, the kingdom of the demon race headed by Ravana, the abductor of Sita, was located in the middle of the ocean. When this group arrived on the northern shore of the mighty ocean, it found that the latter blocked their way and stopped their further progress. All the monkeys and bears were dumbfounded and perplexed because it seemed impossible to cross this formidable barrier to reach Lanka. Even Angad expressed helplessness, saying he could go across but has doubts if he can return. At this point of time, the elderly chief of the bear community, i.e. Jamvant, decided to motivate Hanuman to do his duties and save their reputation and honour, because Jamvant knew who Hanuman actually was, and what kind of stupendous powers and abilities he inherently possessed, but which had remained dormant all the while due to some curse in an ancient time, and it was now the right time to revive them. 

Jamvant therefore reminded Hanuman of his glory and responsibilities, of his matchless strength, powers, valour and abilities that he had forgotten but which he inherently possessed, cajoling and encouraging him to rise to the occasion and prove his mantle, for this was the opportunity which would help him serve the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram, which in turn would make his life rewarded and make him the most favourite of the Lord, besides making him famous in the annals of history, and remembered as the greatest devotee of the Lord, as well as the one who had saved the honour and glory of the monkey race of the kingdom of Kishkindha. Jamvant reminded Hanuman that the main purpose of his birth was to serve Lord Ram when the Lord needed his service the most—refer: Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 30.

No sooner was Hanuman reminded of his forgotten valour and glories, that he was the son of the Wind God and a manifestation of Lord Shiva who was himself a great devotee of Lord Ram, than he immediately recalled all his forgotten powers, abilities, strength and valour, about his long forgotten glories and purpose of life, and as a result he transmewed, in a fraction of a second, into a colossal figure resembling a huge mountain, ready to break all barriers and overcome all obstacles, no matter what and how strong they were, individually or collectively, in order to serve his Lord Ram in the best possible manner.  

With this background information in place, now let us begin reading this fascinating episode as narrated in Valmiki’s famous epic ‘The Ramayana’, in its Kishkindha Kand (Chapter 4), Sarga (Canto) 66, verse nos. 1- 30 as follows:
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anēkaśatasāhasrīṅ viṣaṇṇāṅ harivāhinīm.
jāmbavān samudīkṣyaivaṅ hanūmantamathābravīt৷৷4.66.1৷৷
Verse no. 1 - When Jamvant observed that the thousands of monkeys sent with him to search for Sita were extremely worried and perplexed (when they discovered the vast ocean stretching till the horizon before them, effectively blocking their way and stopping any further progress), he turned towards Hanuman (who was sitting quietly in a distance till now) and said to the latter— (1)
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[image: ]


vīra vānaralōkasya sarvaśāstravidāṅ vara.
tūṣṇīmēkāntamāśritya hanūmankiṅ na jalpasi৷৷4.66.2৷৷
Verse no. 2 - 'Oh Hanuman! Thou art a great warrior and the most valiant in the kingdom of the monkeys; thou art an expert in the scriptures and well skilled in their meaning. Say, why art thou sitting nonchalantly and quietly alone at a distance, showing aught no interest in the developments? Why dost thee naught speak aught anything1? (2)

[Note—1Let us imagine for a while that we are present on that occasion and are privy to what Jamvant had said to Hanuman in order to motivate the latter and encourage him to stand up to the occasion and prove his might, his competence, his glorious virtues and his worth at this testing time when a lot was at stake, for this opportunity will be lost forever if he procrastinated and demurred any further. 

Jamvant said to Hanuman: “My dear, why art thou aught naught showing any interest when we face such a huge challenge in our lives like the one we had never ever faced earlier? Why dost thou not come forward to help us during these testing times when thou can really help us to save our honour and the dignity of the entire race, and naught doeth aught anything for our redemption as well as for the fulfilment of Lord Ram’s mission? 

Say dear, why dost thou sit silently, nonchalantly, uninterested and seemingly indifferent to the developments in a matter so grave as to have a direct bearing on the success or failure of Lord Ram’s mission to not only free Sita from the clutches of her abductors, but simultaneously also to eliminate the scourge of the evil demons and the reign of terror and cruelty that they havest unleashed on this helpless and hapless world? Say my dear son, doth thou naught wot that here is a golden opportunity, a rare chance and a great privilege that hast presented itself before thee to serve Lord Vishnu, who hast manifested himself as Lord Ram to revive peace and order in this world, as well as to restore the glory of Dharma which havest been so much trampled upon by the ruthlessness perpetrated by evil forces represented by the demon race*.  Oh son, come on! Recall the great boons that havest been granted to thee by Brahma, the creator, and other senior Gods in the past when thou wert a child, but which had remained hidden and forgotten by thee due to some curse cast upon thee at that time because thou hadst been a little naughty during thine childhood days. Verily, please don’t feel sour, sad, sullen, and ill in heart by those curses, for it was necessary then to rein thee in and prevent thee from committing more mischief as a child— albeit thou hadst done such mischief only playfully and had no wrong motive behind them, such as to harm or insult anyone—by admonishing thee in the form of mild curses which were simply like ordinary restrictions that are used to discipline a naughty child. But remember that the curses hast also brought along wonderful boons and blessings for thee in disguise, which thy wouldst have missed otherwise, and which make thee the most valiant, valorous, intelligent, powerful, strong and invincible one in this creation, along with being able to serve the Supreme Being who hath come down to this world in the form of Lord Ram, so as to be profusely blessed by the Lord and become his favourite devotee. Say, who else has this fruit in life so easily available to him like the way it is available to thine blessed self? 

So come on; get up and get going! Girdle thine self with confidence to accomplish Lord Ram’s mission, and never doubt about thine success in it as it is guaranteed and wouldst come naturally to thee, because don’t forget that the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram is at thine back to help thee, to protect thee, to handhold thee, to remove all hurdles and obstacles from thy path so as to make all thine endeavours successful. There is no iota of doubt in it. 

So therefore, stop procrastinating, stop brooding, overcome hesitance and doubts, and stand up with confidence to do Lord Ram’s work. Thou hast the grit, the ability, the competence, the strength, the powers, the intelligence, the authority and the mandate# to successfully accomplish Lord Ram’s mission and attain victory in it, and at the same time redeem the honour and reputation of the entire race of ours, as well as to reclaim thine past glories and establish them like the sun shining brilliantly in the sky.”  

*Refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Baal Kand, Sarga 15, verse nos. 16-22.

#Refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Sarga 44, verse nos. 8-17.]
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hanūmanharirājasya sugrīvasya samō hyasi.
rāmalakṣmaṇayōścāpi tējasā ca balēna ca৷৷4.66.3৷৷
Verse no. 3 - Hanuman! You are equal to Sugriv, the king of the monkeys, in valour, abilities and powers. Besides, you are no less than Lord Ram and Laxman in brilliance and strength. (3) 
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ariṣṭanēminaḥ putrō vainatēyō mahābalaḥ.
garutmāniti vikhyāta uttamassarvapakṣiṇām৷৷4.66.4৷৷
Verse no. 4 - Thou art the son of Arishtanemi (sage Kashyap), and thou art exceptionally strong and powerful. 

Just like Garud (the king of birds and the heavenly mount of Lord Vishnu), who is renowned in this world and is the son of Vinata (the mother of all the birds in creation), thou art also famed for thine powers, strength and speed. 

{Garud is the fastest bird in creation, and that is why Lord Vishnu, the second God of the Trinity who is responsible for sustenance and protection of this creation, had selected this bird to become his vehicle, because Garud could take Lord Vishnu to all the corners of creation in a jiffy. Garud is also very strong, and Lord Vishnu mounted on his back during all the battles the Lord had to fight to overcome negative, evil and destructive forces of creation in order to protect it and save righteous and law abiding creatures of this creation, as well as to preserve ‘Dharma’ representing principles of righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility, morality and ethics in thought and conduct.} (4)
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bahuśō hi mayā dṛṣṭaḥ sāgarē sa mahābalaḥ.
bhujaṅgānuddharanpakṣī mahāvēgō mahāyaśāḥ৷৷4.66.5৷৷
Verse no. 5 - I have seen many times that the mighty Garuda, who is very powerful, swift and famous, swooping down from the sky into the water of the ocean below to snatch sea-serpents from it and flying away with ease. (5)

––––––––
[image: ]


pakṣayōryadbalaṅ tasya tāvadbhujabalaṅ tava.
vikramaścāpi vēgaśca na tē tēnāvahīyatē৷৷4.66.6৷৷
Verse no. 6 - The strength and power and majesty that the he (Garud) possesses in his two mighty wings are also similarly possessed by you in your two strong, muscular and valiant arms. Truly indeed, your speed and valour are no less than that of Garud. (6)
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balaṅ buddhiśca tējaśca sattvaṅ ca haripuṅgava!.
viśiṣṭaṅ sarvabhūtēṣu kimātmānaṅ na budhyasē৷৷4.66.7৷৷
Verse no. 7 - Oh the great leader of the monkeys! You are superior in strength, wisdom, brilliance and valour as compared to all other living beings. 

Why do you not realise your own strength; why do you not understand that you possess matchless powers, abilities, strength and valour that are hidden and are lying latent within you? 

Hence, why don’t you prepare yourself to accomplish the task at hand (which is to cross the ocean to reach the island of Lanka, search Sita, and come with her news so that we can go and tell Lord Ram all about her and her whereabouts)? (7) 
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apsarāpsarasāṅ śrēṣṭhā vikhyātā puñjikasthalā.
añjanēti parikhyātā patnī kēsariṇō harēḥ৷৷4.66.8৷৷
Verse no. 8 – {Now, Jamvant tells Hanuman the story of his birth in the following verses.}

There was a famous Apsara (courtesans of heaven; damsels who live in heaven and attend the court of Indra, the king of Gods) known by the name of Punjikasthala. She was superior to and regarded as the best amongst all other Apsaras. 

Once upon a time she was born as a female monkey who was named Anjane or Anjani. She became the wife of a great and famous monkey chieftain known by the name of Kesari. (8)
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vikhyātā triṣu lōkēṣu rūpēṇāpratimā bhuvi.
abhiśāpādabhūttāta vānarī kāmarūpiṇī৷৷4.66.9৷৷
Verse no. 9 - Oh dear (tāta)! She was famous in the three worlds, was peerless in beauty, and she could change form at her free will. 

She was born as a monkey on this land due to some curse that she had incurred. (9)
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duhitā vānarēndrasya kuñjarasya mahātmanaḥ.
mānuṣaṅ vigrahaṅ kṛtvā rūpayauvanaśālinī৷৷4.66.10৷৷
vicitramālyābharaṇā mahārhakṣaumavāsinī.
acaratparvatasyāgrē prāvṛḍambudasannibhē৷৷4.66.11৷৷
Verse nos. 10-11 - She was the daughter of a great king of monkeys called Kunjara. 

That young and beautiful lady had assumed a charming human form that was decked-up with beautiful garlands, ornaments and silk clothes. 

Proud of her lustrous beauty and seductive charm, she roamed around on the top of a lofty mountain so dark and high that it almost touched the sky, and appeared to be like a dark rain-bearing cloud hanging there majestically. (10-11) 
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tasyā vastraṅ viśālākṣyāḥ pītaṅ raktadaśaṅ śubham.
sthitāyāḥ parvatasyāgrē mārutō.paharacchanaiḥ৷৷4.66.12৷৷
Verse no. 12 – That lady with beautiful large eyes wore a yellow garment that had red fringes. 

She stood charmingly on the summit of that mountain. Just at that moment the Wind God arrived, and the result was that a strong gust of wind began blowing, which filled her lose garment and made a billow of it. By-and-by, the wind grew stronger, and finally her clothes were blown away. (12)
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sa dadarśa tatastasyā vṛttāvūrū susaṅhatau.
stanau ca pīnau sahitau sujātaṅ cāru cānanam৷৷4.66.13৷৷
Verse no. 13 - It was then that he (i.e. the Wind God) saw her curved, well-set thighs, her beautiful, well carved, plump and pointed breasts, and her lovely, chiselled and pleasing face. (13)
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tāṅ viśālāyataśrōṇīṅ tanumadhyāṅ yaśasvinīm.
dṛṣṭavaiva śubhasarvāṅgīṅ pavanaḥ kāmamōhitaḥ৷৷4.66.14৷৷
Verse no. 14 - On seeing the broad hips, slender waist and beautiful limbs of that famous lady, the Wind God became infatuated. (14)
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sa tāṅ bhujābhyāṅ dīrghābhyāṅ paryaṣvajata mārutaḥ.
manmathāviṣṭasarvāṅgō gatātmā tāmaninditām৷৷4.66.15৷৷
Verse no. 15 - The Wind God lost his self-control and temptations overtook him. His whole being was overpowered by love and passion for her beautiful, flawless body. Unable to restrain himself any longer, he extended his long arms and embraced her. (15)
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sā tu tatraiva sambhrāntā suvratā vākyamabravīt.
ēkapatnīvratamidaṅ kō nāśayitumicchati৷৷4.66.16৷৷
Verse no. 16 - She was bewildered by this sudden and unexpected embrace by someone she did not know. Being chaste by nature, and a strict observer of the principles of probity and propriety, never thinking of violating her vows of chastity, she was stunned, alarmed and worried by this mysterious development. 

She became nervous and said alarmingly: ‘Who is this that dares to violate me and break my vows of chastity and loyalty towards my husband (Kesari), for I am wedded to him alone, and never think of being touched by any other male.’ (16)
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añjanāyā vacśutvā mārutaḥ pratyabhāṣata.
na tvāṅ hiṅsāmi suśrōṇi! mā bhūttē subhagē bhayam৷৷4.66.17৷৷
Verse no. 17 - On hearing Anjana's words, the Wind God replied, ‘Oh auspicious lady, I mean no harm to thee. I have reached out to you only mentally, and have enjoyed this encounter at the mental and emotional level alone. I have not touched thine body in physical terms. So therefore, you need not fear.1 (17)

[Note—1What the Wind God hints at and intends to say is that Anjana need not worry of inviting her husband Kesari’s wrath or scorn from the world for this encounter that she fears would damage her reputation forever, for no one would ever know what had happened unless she herself divulges it instead of maintaining secrecy over the incident. This would help her save her reputation and honour before others. 

Further, from a practical point of view, what the Wind God basically says is
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