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            Injustice, cruelty, and exploitation.... Sometimes deep anger is the righteous response. Nahum assures us that our anger with regard to sin compares with God's anger. The judge of all the earth does not remain indifferent. He will not allow wickedness to persist forever.
This book is the continuation of Jonah. In the previous book, Jonah preached destruction but when the city and its leaders repented, God extended mercy to them. Now we are back in Nineveh. Years have passed and the inhabitants of this pagan city have returned to their wickedness. But this time there is no repentance, and God brings devastating judgment against this mighty Assyrian city.
Nahum shows a God who is infinitely holy and just (Nah 1:2), incredibly all powerful (Nah 1:3), full of goodness and mercy (Nah 1:7), and faithful to his word (Nah 1:14). This is just the beginning! Consider what else you can learn about God's character from the words of the prophet Nahum.
This book, which is divided into two main parts, prophesies the destruction of Nineveh. The first part presents the judge and the second the judgment on the wicked city. Very little is known about Nahum, who lived around 505 B.C.
Two prophets had to do with Nineveh: Jonah around 785 B.C., Nahum around 630 B.C. Interval about 150 years. Jonah's message was one of mercy, Nahum's of Judgment.
A vivid and descriptive book prophesying the imminent demise of the Neo-Assyrian Empire and the destruction of Nineveh, its capital. Nahum, the author, whose name means comforter, was a contemporary of Jeremiah, Habakkuk and Zephaniah. Nahum's poem describes the attributes and work of God. It continues with God's judgment on Assyria, the deliverance of Judah, the judgment and ruin of Nineveh for its moral failure, and ends with the admonition of No-Amon and the burdened and overwhelming situation of Nineveh.
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As we begin today's study of the book of the prophet Nahum, we can affirm that it is incorporated into the Word of God with a very definite purpose. Surely very few of our readers will have heard anything about this book, or heard any meditation based on the book of Nahum. We recognize, as an anecdotal detail, that this short book has been used by those teachers who present exaggerated prophecies, for example, to say that Nahum prophesied the invention of the automobile, when in its second chapter he mentioned "that the chariots will roll with a roar in the streets". In our opinion, the prophet did not make any reference to the automobile, but we will see that later, when we study chapter 2.

In general terms, we can anticipate that the book of Nahum contains only one outstanding prophecy, which has little to do with the present day. We know very little about the prophet Nahum. We will see that his prophecy only dealt with a single subject, "The Judgment of Nineveh", the capital of the Assyrian empire. This is the only subject about which Nahum wrote, and this prophecy has already been fulfilled.

Now, we can ask ourselves how can a prophecy that has already been fulfilled have any meaning for us, in the 21st century? How can it have any relevance for our contemporary culture? Will it have any message for today's man? Well, the wonderful thing about God's Word is that no matter what page we open in the Bible, we will always find a message for us. Some messages are specifically addressed to us, but all of it, the Word of God, is for us, and therefore, we can say, the message is addressed to us.

Let's talk now about the author of this book, let's know something about Nahum.

His name means "comforter". But the message he wrote was a message of judgment, of punishment. How could Nahum have been able to live with his name, "the comforter"? Well, perhaps it all depends from which angle or perspective one looks at the judgment. If the punishment of a judgment is for an enemy, for someone you are afraid of, someone who dominates and controls, then a message of judgment can be a consolation. So the name Nahum means that, "comforter". The prophet identified himself from the first verse of chapter 1. Let's read it, he says:

"Prophecy about Nineveh. Book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh".

All we are told here is that the prophet had a message of judgment, a prophecy about the city of Nineveh, and from the beginning it was mentioned that this book was the vision of Nahum. And from the beginning it was mentioned that this book was Nahum's vision. It is also said that he came from Elkosh. We were identified as a person who came from Elkos. And what kind of people were the Elcos? Elkos was a city of Assyria, located a few miles north of the city of Nineveh. Nahum could have lived there and prophesied about Nineveh, in the same way that Daniel prophesied about Babylon, years later. But, we do not believe that this was so. We think that the content of this book reveals that he never went to Nineveh. We do not believe that Nahum had traveled to that city, nor that he had been called by God to go to that place.

There is a third possibility, and it is the following: It could refer to a small village called Elkos, in Galilee. St. Jerome, in his records, recorded that a guide pointed out to him that village, with that name, as the birthplace of the prophet Nahum. What is known is that the first time that village was pointed out was about a thousand years after Nahum lived. So, possibly, this is a rather traditional criterion.

Dr. John Davis is of the opinion that the meaning of the name Capernaum is "the village of Nahum": Caper-naum. Now, if Capernaum is a Hebrew word, then, the origin is evident, and we have no reason to think otherwise. So, we can believe that Capernaum was Nahum's village. He was born or lived there when he was a child. But, also in Judah there was a place called Elkos. It seems that this name was quite common, just as at present we also have cities whose names we find repeated in other parts of the same country, or even outside its borders.

Now, there are many who are of the opinion that, what actually happened is that, that prophet was born in the northern kingdom, in Israel. And that he probably moved to Elkosh during his childhood, and grew up there, in the southern kingdom.

Let's talk about the era, the time of the prophet Nahum. The author who wrote this prophecy evidently knew something about King Sennacherib and his attack against Jerusalem, because the account seems to be that of an eyewitness. We are already going to see in the first chapter, that when Sennacherib, king of Assyria, invaded Judah during Hezekiah's reign, Nahum was probably an eyewitness of all that happened. And that would indicate that Nahum may have been a contemporary of the prophets Isaiah and Micah.

Several biblical expositors are of the opinion that this option is correct. We cannot be completely sure about an exact date. There are many dates that have been ascribed to this book and this prophet. The dates suggested by some conservative scholars range from 720 to 636 BC. We believe it is quite reasonable to place Nahum about one hundred years after Jonah. He probably lived during the reign of Hezekiah, and saw the destruction of the northern kingdom of Israel, and of course, was deeply moved by that disaster.

Nahum was the man who rang the funeral bell over the city of Nineveh. He pronounced judgment on the total destruction of Assyria, and the city of Nineveh, which was its capital. Nahum believed and affirmed that God was just in His judgment upon that nation.

We would have liked to study the book of Jonah and the book of Nahum, together, at the same time, to be able to compare them, because about 100 to 150 years before Nahum appeared in this scenario, Jonah went to the city of Nineveh with a message.

You will recall, God commanded Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and bring to that city a message of judgment, and repentance. Something amazing happened there. The whole city, all its inhabitants turned to God, one hundred percent. Nothing like it had ever happened in all the history of the world, nothing like it that could compare with that event. The whole city, one hundred percent of its inhabitants turned to God in genuine, authentic repentance. We do not know what the effect of that repentance of the great capital city was on all the inhabitants of that nation, but it must have been a great impact. So it was a great day when so many people decided to turn to God, and ask for forgiveness for all their sins.

But, now we ask ourselves an obvious question: What was the result of this event? Was it permanent? Did that nation become a godly nation? And the answer, by the way, is that it did not. It did not. As time went on that renewal died out. In time they returned to their paganism and went back to being
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