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PRAISE FOR

Evangelpreneur

“When I first met Josh and read the principles of Evangelpreneur, I thought to myself: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is just like that!’ Chain-breaking, life-giving stuff.”

—SR. PASTOR TROY BREWER,

Open Door Church

“Listening to you talk, Josh, I’m ready to do something! I’m ready to bust down some walls somewhere!”

—ANDY ALBRIGHT,

CEO of National Agents Alliance

“Congratulations, Josh. You hit the ball out of the park with your latest book, Evangelpreneur. This is a must-read for anyone who wants to have a practical, readable, step-by-step guide to becoming an ‘Evangelpreneur.’ I have read numerous self-help, motivational, and leadership-type books. Your approach is fresh as well as balanced. I am a better Christian, minister, citizen, provider, husband, father, and grandfather as a result of your book. I am in your debt.”

—PASTOR MICHAEL JACKSON,

New Life Assembly of God


“Thoroughly impressed. Good job on your speaking and writing. Very rarely do you find someone who can do both well.”

—ORRIN WOODWARD,

founder of LIFE Leadership

“The committed always conquer the complacent and Josh Tolley’s valiant volume reveals how the rituals and restraints of religion build commitment. By boldly brandishing the banner of faith in the area of wealth creation, Josh describes the road map to real riches. This book contains valuable insights that will help the fiscal transformation of all readers.”

—RABBI DANIEL LAPIN,

president of The American Alliance of Jews and Christians and author of Thou Shall Prosper and Business Secrets from the Bible

“We have had the had the privilege to book every past president since Reagan and superstars like Michael Jordan, Payton Manning, Dr. Wayne Dyer, and Jack Canfield. Josh Tolley is one of the best speakers I have ever witnessed. Josh is the BEST!”

—BRUCE MERRIN,

booking agency owner of 40 years

“Go into any Christian bookstore and you’ll find a plethora of books that teach you how to ‘name it and claim it’ or achieve vast riches with some secret Biblical principle. This book isn’t one of those. Josh Tolley has provided a concise program for handling finances by changing how one thinks about money and labor, while remaining in fidelity to Biblical ethics and morals. This book does not fill the reader with outlandish claims of financial prosperity just because one prays for it, but details the steps one needs to take in order to achieve financial success that is within everyone’s grasp. Tolley has provided reasoned, logical, proven and, most important, Biblically consistent approaches to good stewardship. If you’re serious about being that good steward, you need this book!”

—FR. JACK ASHCRAFT,

featured on The Travel Channel and Animal Planet

“I believe every Christian needs to read this book! Josh’s book teaches us how to implement the following two verses in our lives:

Deuteronomy 28:13 ‘And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and not beneath…’ Deuteronomy 8:18 ‘But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.’”

—PASTOR RICK RYAN,

Arizona Bible Church

“Wow! How I wish I had this book when I started out decades ago. As a successful businessman and Christian, this powerhouse of financial management would have saved me tons of time and money during some of my terribly uninformed trial and error years! In Evangelpreneur, those principles are available to all through practical, uncompromising, unrelentingly motivational common sense and Scriptural dissertation.”

—DR. THOMAS R. HORN,

author of Blood on the Altar and founder of SkyWatch TV

“Josh nails it in Evangelpreneur … You will truly be empowered once you know the truth about money and its relationship to a fulfilled and Godly life.”

—TERRY WHIPPLE,

cofounder of iLead Entrepreneurial Charter Schools

“As Josh Tolley brings up in his brand new powerful book on finances—the Bible talks about providing financially for yourself, your children, and your children’s children, but with majority of Americans just one paycheck (or less) away from the poverty line! Is it ever God’s will for someone not to be able to provide for their offspring? The Bible calls poverty a curse, so are four out of five churchgoers cursed?

This is a book that incorporates all of the Scriptures, including our responsibilities when it comes to money, the solid Biblical principles to follow, and the concept of free enterprise. This book challenges us all to look into what we TRULY feel about money! How to get free to use our money wisely to provide for our family and for our ministry! How to have provision for fulfilling the destiny and purpose that God has entrusted us to achieve while we are on planet earth.

I highly recommend this book as it is unlike any book you’ll ever read to help us in our endeavors to be Godly men and women showing forth the kingdom of the most high God.”

—WARREN MARCUS,

vice president of TV, Radio, and Development for Sid Roth’s It’s Supernatural
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This book is dedicated to you, the reader,
for it is you for whom I wrote this book.

May you continue to be brave enough to seek Truth
and the solutions that come with it! 
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Foreword

I AM DELIGHTED AT HOW GOD has used, and is using, Josh Tolley as a champion for the free-enterprise system and the American dream of owning your own business. His book, Evangelpreneur, boldly exhorts people to return to the idea of personal responsibility and financial freedom.

I first connected with Josh Tolley about fifteen years ago at a coffee-shop business meeting. At that time he was twenty years old and embarking on his entrepreneurial education in the school of hard knocks.

I had already gotten my degree in that school, having owned over a dozen businesses by the time I was twenty-eight. My wife, Linda, reminds me how in the early years of our marriage I would wake up regularly at three in the morning with a new idea for a business. She called it “the idea of the month.” Yet at twenty-eight, we were still broke. But I never gave up on that dream. By age thirty-two we were millionaires, and it’s been uphill since then.

I grew up in an entrepreneurial family, my father being a self-employed millionaire. At a very early age I had a paper route and lawn-mowing business. At age twelve I got interested in the stock market, and began tracking and charting the price cycles of stocks. My father told our stockbroker to allow me to trade without his permission, and I began to invest my paper route money, growing it into a nice little nest egg.

Growing up in a Beverly Hills–type suburb, all my friends were given new cars by their parents when they turned sixteen. I remember going to my father on my sixteenth birthday and asking, “Dad, when do I get my car?” He replied, “If you want a car, work for it.”

The hard reality of personal responsibility was established.

Over the next twelve years I would work in a job long enough to save money to start my own business. I understood that all business is, is identifying a need and coming up with a solution to meet that need with a product or service.

The longest I ever worked for someone else was six months. I never was fired. I just quit. I would get bored. Every time I had a job I would look at the people around me, many of whom had been there fifteen to twenty years, and I would think, Is this it? Is this all there is to life, just nine-to-five-ing it day after day, month after month, year after year?

There has to be more to life than this, I concluded. Henry David Thoreau wrote, “The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation,” and that’s how I felt every time I had a job.

Through his own enterprise, J. Paul Getty became the wealthiest man in the world, having tapped Saudi Arabia’s oil riches to build one of the most successful petroleum companies in the world. In his book, How to Be Rich, he teaches that the number-one principle of financial success is that you’ve got to be in business for yourself.

Robert Kiyosaki, in his best-selling book Rich Dad, Poor Dad, explains this concept through the grid of the cash-flow quadrant. The “E quadrant” is the “Employment quadrant.” This is where most people find themselves, working for someone else’s dream. And your employer will pay you as little as he has to pay you to replace you. If he doesn’t make a profit on your labor, he’s out of business. Why then do people choose the E quadrant? The most common response I get is “job security.”

As I went through my school of hard knocks with a myriad of unsuccessful businesses, my wife would continually implore me, “Can’t you just get a secure job with a secure paycheck?” (She was being a good mother, wanting to make sure her baby chicks were taken care of.)


“Job security” is an oxymoron. We should more accurately call it “job insecurity.” When someone has the ability to sign or not sign your paycheck, that’s not secure. Your only security is in your ability to produce.

In 1900, 50 percent of Americans were self-employed. By 2013 that number had dropped to 6.6 percent. A July 2014 Harris poll found that only 39 percent of Americans had the hope of one day owning their own business. What in the world happened to the American dream of entrepreneurship and financial freedom?

In Evangelpreneur, Josh writes from his own experience of business ownership, encouraging people to return to their God-given right to free enterprise in a business of their own. In addition to being an entrepreneur himself, Josh has written and taught on the subject extensively, and owns and hosts a syndicated talk-radio show on the subject that is broadcast to millions of listeners in all fifty states and 160 countries. His program has interviewed some of the most successful entrepreneurs in the country, promulgating many of the principles he writes about in this book.

I reconnected with Josh as he interviewed me several months ago on his show. We immediately saw that we were like-minded on many levels.

For one, Josh and I are both committed Christians. The word “Christian” is used three times in the New Testament. In the original Greek text it means “Christ follower.” So as best we can, Josh and I are committed to living 100 percent for Jesus and 0 percent for ourselves. The grid through which we see all of life is a Biblical grid, the Bible in our opinion being the Holy Spirit–inspired word of God.

Interestingly, a full 15 percent of the Bible is on money and possessions; there are 2,350 verses on the subject in Scripture. And since Josh and I view Scripture as God’s operating manual on planet earth, we believe we need to go back to this Biblical teaching. I wrote a best-selling book on the subject some years ago titled The Legend of the Monk and the Merchant. In it, I teach Biblical financial principles in the context of a historical storyline that takes place in Venice and Rome in the 1500s. Dave Ramsey wrote the foreword to the book, and the last sixty pages contain a twelve-session Biblical study on marketplace ministry and money. This was the book Josh was interviewing me about on his radio show when we reconnected.

As Christians, Josh and I are aware of several things to which God has jointly called us. As we enjoy financial success ourselves, and as we teach others Biblical principles on success, we recognize that this is prosperity with a purpose. It’s all about pointing people to our Lord. Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” My Jewish friends, who are more fluent in Hebrew than I am, tell me that this is mistranslated. It should read, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and you will fulfill the desires of His heart.” In other words, if you put God first, if He’s your Lord and you’re his bondservant (Romans 1, Philippians 1, James 1), then as best you can, you will be an imitator of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1). And Jesus said in John 5:19 that the Son can do nothing of himself, but “what He seeth the Father do.” As imitators of Christ, then, that should be our cry—that we can only do what the Holy Spirit leads us to do. In other words, as Christians it’s not about us, it’s about advancing His Kingdom (Matthew 28:18–20) and pointing people to Him.

So this is what Josh is all about, and this is what I’m all about.

And that’s why I am excited to endorse and promote Evangelpreneur. It will challenge you—but that’s a good thing. I believe we need to continually reassess our lives and our Christian walk. It’s called being continually transformed by the renewing of our minds. So be blessed as these words bring revelation and life to you.

TERRY FELBER

Entrepreneur, Pastor, and

Author of The Legend of the Monk and the Merchant




Introduction

This Is Not Your Daddy’s “Best Life Now” Book

LET’S START by cutting through the fog. There are literally thousands of books in the “faith” market that promise you your best life now, or say that prosperity is as easy as tying your shoes and that you have nothing to worry about—you can just name it and claim it. Here is a dose of harsh reality for you: Most people reading this book have less than $3,000 in the bank and are less than six months away from poverty if they were to lose their job.1 As of late 2019, 59 percent of Americans were one paycheck away from homelessness.2 These stats apply to the faithful, too, with research showing that 71 percent of Christians have debt beyond their mortgage, 97 percent know someone in their church who lost a job in the past twelve months, 66 percent of Christian households are experiencing negative or no increase financially, and 40 percent of Christians overspend their monthly income.3 Chances are, one of these scenarios describes you.

Four out of five people in the United States of America are either below, at, or one paycheck away from the poverty level.4 How can this be if you have been a person of faith for years? How can this be if you have read all the books and watched all the great pastors on television telling you that riches on earth are yours if you truly believe?

If those sobering statistics were not enough of a reality check, try this on for size: Churches are head over heels in debt, too. Foreclosure rates on churches are the highest they have ever been.5 And the statistics don’t even tell the whole truth. As I mentioned on my nationally syndicated talk show, those in the lending industry say it’s actually much worse than what’s reported, because “no bank wants to look like the bad guy and repo a church.”6

How can this be? Churches teach us not to be a debtor (or a lender), so how can a church possibly owe money?

Given many churches’ inability to pay their mortgages, it should come as no surprise that tithing is also at record lows.7 I ask again as we start this book: How can this be? Isn’t tithing one of the first commands in regard to money? The book of Malachi says not to tithe is to rob God (see the FAQ section for more information on Tithing).8

It comes down to this: The modern Church has so perverted the Biblical teachings in regard to money—what it’s for, how to make it, and how to use it—that this wrong doctrine is rotting the Church body from the inside out. Some churches (and even some members themselves) are even dying because of it. To address this catastrophic problem we are now experiencing because of a lack of money and its proper use, those in charge of leading the Church body have embraced, in their ignorance, two approaches.

The first is to essentially say that God is in control, all things work to His glory, and money should not be a focus of instruction. If He decides to bless someone with money, it is His will. If not, it may be that He is strengthening that person. The second is a drastic opposite, with a preference toward claiming that just belief (“you gotta have faith”) or the act of giving (“you reap what you sow”) will be enough to open up the floodgates of Heaven. So ridiculous is the second approach that some teachers of this perversion have gone as far as offering special handkerchiefs that, if purchased at a nominal fee, will bring prosperity your way. If you purchased one of these handkerchiefs, I have some oceanfront property in Nebraska to sell you.

The danger with both of these approaches is that they are laced with just enough truth to make followers believe them. Yes, you need to have faith and God does bless our giving, but these are part of larger principles. While God does assist in our lives at times in a supernatural way, I believe He prefers to work in our lives through our reasoned and practical application of sound practices that He has empowered us to seek and understand. For example, He made the Israelites walk when He could have just moved the whole lot as He did with Philip in Acts 8. Again, we see in Yeshua (aka Jesus; see FAQ) providing a supernatural catch for His doubting disciples, yet they still have to fish and feed themselves again—it is not as if He supernaturally filled every need on a daily basis. He says in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, “For even when we were with you this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat”; and throughout Scripture He gives practices for sound sowing and reaping, solid building, and good business dealings. It is clear that while His supernatural hand is at work, so, too, is His expectation that you should work in such a way that produces the best results possible. He actually goes so far as to point out that doing work in an unwise way is something that He punishes.

I remember being in a church, and as a guest speaker I was sitting up front. The pastor put out a call for those who needed prayer and a handful of people came forward. Sitting close enough to hear, I noted that as the pastor went from person to person, asking what they needed prayer about, all but one of the requests were financial. For less than $20,000, those prayers, save one medical problem, could have been answered. It stands out as a powerful moment in my life. It was then that I started to realize that if the Church as a whole in this country and around the world is going to grow spiritually and in number, it needs to get back to proper teaching regarding money. Were those people seeking prayer not faithful? Did God really want that family to have a broken car? Did God lie when He said He would provide? Were we, as believers, asking too much and missing the fact that God was providing for us already? After all, He has sustained our lives, so in a deeper sense, He is indeed providing for us. Perhaps wanting our kids in clothes that fit is just greedy?

The Bible talks about providing financially for yourself, your children, and your children’s children, but with the majority of Americans just one paycheck (or less) away from the poverty line, clearly this isn’t happening in most homes. Is it ever God’s will for someone not to be able to provide for their offspring? The Bible calls poverty a curse more than a hundred times, so are four out of five churchgoers cursed?

With these questions in mind, and thinking that there must be sound teachings on faith and finances, I went searching at a bookstore. To my disbelief, everything I found there fell into the two previous approaches (either that God is in control and blesses who He will, or the prosperity gospel). When I spoke to the management of this particular store about the lack of books addressing people’s most common earthly problem, money, the response was, “No, unfortunately there is not really much out there. If someone were to come along with a book teaching the proper perspective on faith, finances, and business, we wouldn’t be able to keep it on the shelves.”

Of course, I thought the lack of credible information available at this store had to be a fluke. Perhaps the people who manage these retail outlets focusing on the faith demographic were atheists in disguise who didn’t really care to see what was available to offer their customers. I decided to approach a few pastors and ask to speak with them regarding my views on faith and money. I spent a few hours providing my perspective of money and Biblical teaching, discussed what they were taught in their training, and answered several of their questions. Those conversations made it clear that the faithful need to reexamine their approach to finances, and how they should be walking in their daily lives. It was clear that there needed to be a book with a third approach, one that incorporated all of the Scriptures, including our responsibilities when it comes to money, the solid Biblical principles to follow, and the concept of free enterprise. You hold in your hands such a book.

Now, I would like to make it clear that I am not a professional theologian, nor am I a pastor. I do, however, have a Bible and a relationship with the Father. The financial insights I’m presenting here are from what I see in Scripture. In Evangelpreneur I will answer the questions people of faith have, yet have been taught not to ask—but we need to start asking them. It is time to be honest with ourselves and admit that there has been a lack of teaching and, in some cases, perverted teaching regarding money. This has left the faithful in a position that in many cases is worse than that of our secular friends when it comes to finances. How can we expect a world in pain to listen to the faithful if we are suffering just as much or more pain than those outside of the Church?

Before we start, I want to thank the brave congregations, leaders, and members who allowed me into their churches, temples, and synagogues to address this ignored topic. It encourages me to see so many people from so many denominations starting to recognize the problem and having the courage to help millions by helping me. You are not alone; you are not the only one facing this problem.


Getting out of debt is not nearly enough to bring us financial peace.




When this book first came out, I could never have imagined the impact that it has now had. It has become a three-time #1 bestseller on Amazon and a bestseller internationally, and has launched thousands of people into the life of an Evangelpreneur.

Hearing that people have returned to God in their Christian, Jewish, and even Islamic faith because of what they read and implemented from this book has been amazing. The marriages and families repaired, as well as the churches, temples, and synagogues no longer worried about every penny, bring a smile to my face daily.

Since the COVID-19 crisis, the relevance of this book, as well as the importance of the capital protection services we offer, has never been greater. The COVID crisis not only proved the first edition of this book to be correct but also woke people up economically like they haven’t been in generations. The world has forever changed and in some ways we will not realize just how much for years to come. As the world recovers from the crisis, people are no longer looking towards banks and Wall Street to keep and protect their money. The illusion that employment provides any real security has been invalidated.

I’ve been teaching the principles in this book for decades, and while part of me would love to shout I told you so from the rooftops, the reality is that the consequences of not acting on the advice in this book are too dire for me to gloat. Now, more than ever, we need to have Evangelpreneurship as part of every family, every community, and every congregation.

A caveat: What we are going to be covering may be controversial and may challenge preconceived beliefs. We are going to examine together how getting out of debt is not nearly enough to bring us financial peace. We will also discover that our approach to employment, entrepreneurship, and money as a whole has actually made living out our faith harder to do. There may even be times when this book is painful to read. But I urge you to finish the book. I ask that you use your God-given mind and prayer to evaluate what is being taught. If, after reading the book, you still think the way you have been addressing faith and finances to this point is the way you need to continue, then by all means do so. For the rest of you, what you will take away from this book can very well change the world.

“Come now, and let us reason together”

—Isaiah 1:18 




PART 1

Why Be an Evangelpreneur?




1

A Church of Believers in Bondage

How the Shackles of Debt Render Us Captive

LET US IMAGINE for a second that the world is about to end. Perhaps a series of nuclear bombs are on the brink of going off, maybe a meteor is set to hit the earth, or there’s some other catastrophe. Then there is you, the man or woman who can save the day. You could disarm the bomb, or you may have the launch codes to the missile that would take out the meteor.

You are the hero because you are trained in Special Forces tactics, well versed in dynamic nuclear systems operation, or have advanced degrees in physics and astronomy. When emergencies like this arise, you are the one everyone looks to for rescue. Bottom line, you are fully aware of the situation and you are fully trained and capable of doing what is needed to stop the impending doom.

With that being the case, the world will be saved, right?

Not so fast. Let’s add one more relevant piece of information to this story. Last night you decided to go out drinking and got a bit too pushy with a bouncer named Tiny. As dawn breaks the darkness of night, you wake up, only to find yourself shackled to a bed inside a steel cage at the county jail.

As you sit there fighting back the headache, you also fight back a sinking feeling, as through your cell you see on television this impending disaster you are fully equipped to prevent. Nobody else is coming to save the day, as it was you who fate had determined would answer the call. Yet here you find yourself stuck—and the worst part is, by your own doing.

Would you yell to the guards that you knew you could prevent the disaster if they would just let you out? Would you really expect them to believe you? Worse yet, could that kind of talk land you in a Department of Homeland Security detention center under the Patriot Act since your talk seems a bit too “alarmist”?

Would you fight the chains that bind you? Would you inform the others held in captivity with you in an effort to rally an escape attempt? Would you feel guilty about having done the wrong thing by getting locked up, which now places you in a position where you are unable to do the right thing? More importantly, would you actually be guilty of the world’s destruction?


We cannot do the work God has called us to do because we are not operating financially in line with Biblical principles.



As thankful as many of us would be for not being placed in such a predicament, we still find ourselves in a dire situation. Unfortunately, the bad news is that our current situation is eerily close to the one I just described. Because debt is so prevalent in our lives, our financial situation, along with that of our nation and the Church as a whole, is in bondage. We cannot do the work God has called us to do because we are not operating financially in line with Biblical principles. We are over our heads in debt and not making enough to thrive, not to mention we are losing the battle against inflation—all of which is affecting our mission and effectiveness as believers.

Would you like to be the hero in this story who’s not stuck in jail, but who is out doing the work God has called you to? Being an Evangelpreneur is the way to do this. What is an Evangelpreneur? An Evangelpreneur is someone who lives his or her life with the focus of spreading God’s kingdom and will through the empowerment He created in free enterprise. He or she uses the natural and supernatural to control the use of time and money to effectively live out the calling placed on his or her life.

This book will look at why I believe being an Evangelpreneur is God’s purpose for believers and how we start down that path. However, before we can become an Evangelpreneur, we need to get a handle on debt. And to get a handle on debt, we need to see just how much it’s crippling us, how it truly is keeping us in jail and from our rescue mission, just like the hero in the story.

Churches in Foreclosure

In 2010, Crystal Cathedral Ministries, which built one of the nation’s largest and most famous churches, filed for bankruptcy. I have never thought of money as the most important thing in life, but the news of the church’s financial collapse kind of shook me. Here, a church with thousands of members on location, and tens of thousands more watching on television around the world, had just gone bankrupt. My initial response was, “There must be more to this story.” Perhaps a board member was embezzling funds, a pastor abusing the tithes and offerings, or even a robbery. As I waited for further information to come out, I kept telling myself that this must be a mistake. Certainly a ministry that brought in tens of millions of dollars a year would have no reason to declare bankruptcy unless there was some case of abuse or misuse. As a man born into sin myself, I know that an individual will have moments in life where they fall short. So I was sure that a scandalous revelation was going to be appearing on the nightly news any day now.

I waited and waited, but no story appeared. The truth was not only harder to believe than a scandal, but in a way, worse: The Crystal Cathedral couldn’t pay its bills.

How could this be?

I remember thinking this would be easier to accept as true if there had been a misdeed by someone connected to the church. As bad and as scandalous as that would have been, I might have been more understanding. I had never been a donor of the Crystal Cathedral, but that really isn’t the point. The point is, here was a major house of worship collapsing before a national audience, and it was all because the church was broke.

Keep in mind that we are talking not about an individual, but rather a church: a group of believers coming together to worship, instruct, and grow in their faith. This means there is a poor-leadership aspect to consider as well. To those who attended the Crystal Cathedral, either in person or via television, their church placed the needs of the people and the calling given in the Bible on the back burner in favor of worldly financial desires. The church is now sold and has become property of the local Catholic diocese, which has renamed it “Christ Cathedral” and will use it as a place of worship. Those who counted on the Crystal Cathedral are now left in the proverbial cold because the debt gamble (yes, it was a gamble) did not work out.

When a church has debt, including a mortgage, it is usually not just one person who made the error but rather a board of people who are mature in their faith, who all have to sign off on placing themselves and their church (including all other members) in bondage—I mean debt.

To the reader who does not have a belief system based on the Elohim of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you may be asking yourself, “Why does this matter? What’s the big deal if a church has a mortgage and debt?” The question is a great one from the perspective of a person outside of that belief system, but to someone who does have faith in the Author of the Bible, that Author clearly states, “For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?” in Luke 14:28, and “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender” in Proverbs 22:7.

My response to learning of this gross mismanagement of funds and poor stewardship as it relates to the Crystal Cathedral left me thinking what I hope you are thinking, that certainly this is a one-case situation. Surely there are not many churches in this predicament.

Then I started doing some research.


It turns out that the bankruptcy of the Crystal Cathedral is not an anomaly at all. In fact, I learned that the Western world is facing record numbers of church foreclosures!

As I mentioned in the Introduction, church foreclosures are at an all-time high, according to CoStar, and individuals in the lending industry say that this crisis may be even worse than what those official foreclosure statistics suggest, because nobody wants to look like the bad guy and go after a church.

This was confirmed by Scott Rolfs, managing director of religious and education finance at Ziegler, an investment bank, in an article on the Huffington Post. “Churches are among the final institutions to get foreclosed upon because banks have not wanted to look like they are being heavy handed with the churches,” said Rolfs.9

Now the average reader may be asking themselves, “Why does any of this concern me? I am not a board member of a church. I’m not a pastor of a church. Heck, I don’t even regularly attend a ‘traditional’ church.”

The answer, unfortunately, is even worse than what happened to the Crystal Cathedral. First, we need to realize that the Bible considers the true “Church” the body of believers, not an actual building or denomination. Second, when we look at the body of individual believers, the story, as I said, gets even worse. The leadership of Crystal Cathedral still had their own personal income and finances to sustain their lives and families. However, when it comes to financial failure in our personal lives there is much more at risk.

Here is where faithful individuals find themselves: Not only are their churches in debt, not only is leadership embracing faulty financial strategy that threatens the growth of existing believers and prevents the advancement of the Kingdom to those yet saved, but as individuals, believers are being bound as well!

The Shackle of Debt

Yes, bound. And while debt in and of itself is not technically a sin, Paul reminds us in Romans 13:8 to “owe no man any thing.” The Bible is extremely careful to warn against, even going as far as bringing it up in the Prayer of all Prayers, The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.10

Notice how we are to pray for God to forgive us our debts! Notice, too, how we mention in our prayer “as we forgive others.” After this prayer the Messiah continues to say: “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you”11—referencing plainly the text about being forgiven as we forgive others.

Now there may be some that say the Messiah is clearly not talking about financial debt but rather sin, as sin places us in a spiritual debt to those we have sinned against. This is why some translations state “forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”

When we look at that in depth, we find that the Greek word used here is opheilema, a derivative of opheilo, which means to owe in debt morally or financially. This means that Biblically speaking, to owe someone financially is akin to sinning against them. Meaning that having debt is not something that would prevent you from Salvation, it is something though

Debt Keeps Us from Being Our Mission














Learn from the Pain















OEBPS/text/nav.xhtml


Contents







		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Dedication



		Contents



		Foreword



		Introduction: This Is Not Your Daddy’s “Best Life Now” Book



		Part 1: Why Be an Evangelpreneur?



		1: A Church of Believers in Bondage



		2: The Root of All Evil?



		3: Getting Out of Debt Is Never Enough



		4: Who Really Controls You and Your Church?



		5: Unanswered Prayers



		6: Does YHVH (God) Love Murder?









		Part 2: You’ve Got This: Don’t Believe the Lies



		7: Lie of the Devil #1: Get Rich Slowly



		8: Lie of the Devil #2: It Takes a Lot of Money to Make Money



		9: Lie of the Devil #3: The Risk Is Too Big



		10: Lie of the Devil #4: You Have to Be Special



		11: Lie of the Devil #5: Don’t Mix Beliefs with Business









		Part 3: Doing Business



		12: Step 1: Your Vertical Alignment



		13: Step 2: Identify Your Why



		14: Step 3: The Opportunity Basket



		15: Step 4: Finding the Exit



		16: Step 5: Putting the Recipe Together









		Part 4: Doing Life



		17: The Second Generation



		18: Retiring Evangelpreneur Style



		19: Money Is a Tool for Salvation



		20: Called to Spread the Gospel









		Part 5: Doing Chruch



		21: The New You in Your Old Church



		22: Mugging the Woman with Two Coins









		Conclusion



		FAQ



		Notes



		About the Author













Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Part 1: Why Be an Evangelpreneur?


















		i



		ii



		iii



		iii



		iv



		v



		vi



		vii



		viii



		ix



		x



		xi



		xii



		xiii



		xiv



		xv



		xvi



		xvii



		xviii



		xix



		xx



		xxi



		xxii



		xxiii



		xxiv



		xxv



		xxvi



		xxvii



		xxviii



		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208



		209



		210



		211



		212



		213



		214



		215



		216



		217



		218



		219



		220



		221



		222



		223



		224



		225



		226



		227



		228



		229



		230



		231



		232



		233



		234



		235



		236



		237



		238



		239



		240



		241



		242



		243



		244



		245



		246



		247



		248



		249



		250



		251



		252



		253



		254



		255



		256



		257



		258



		259



		260



		261



		262



		263



		264



		265



		266



		267



		268



		269



		270



		271



		272



		273



		274



		275



		276



		277



		278



		279



		280



		281



		282



		283



		284



		285



		286



		287



		288



		289



		290



		291



		292



		293



		294



		295



		296



		297



		298



		299



		300



		301



		302



		303



		304



		305



		306



		307



		308



		309



		310



		311



		312



		313



		314



		315



		316



		317



		318



		319



		320



		321



		322



		323



		324



		325



		326



		327



		328



		329



		330



		331



		332



		333



		334



		335



		336



		337



		338














OEBPS/images/logo1.jpg
EEE
ReNnBelLLA





OEBPS/images/halftitle.jpg
Evangelpreneur





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
Evangelpreneur

How BIBLICAL
FREE ENTERPRISE
CAN EMPOWER YOUR FAITH,
FAMILY, AND FREEDOM

REVISED AND EXPANDED EDTION

Josh Tolley

EE¢
BENBELLA

BenBella Books, Inc.
Dallas, TX





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
EVANGELPRENEUR

HOW BIBLICAL FREE ENTERPRISE
CAN EMPOWER YOUR
FAITH, FAMILY, AND FREEDOM

=

v F,
I GOD WE TRUST

JOSH TOLLEY

FOREWORD BY TERRY FELBER, ENTREPRENEUR, PASTOR, AND AUTHOR OF
THE LEGEND OF THE WONK AND THE WERCHANT





