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   The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




  


  


  25 Main Street


  Cooperstown, New York 13326


  (888) HALL-OF-FAME


  http://baseballhall.org

  



  We know now that Cooperstown, New York, was not the place where the game of baseball magically emerged from the primordial soup of other bat-and-ball games that had preceded it. Cooperstown was neither the place where the game’s field dimensions nor its rules were formalized. But nonetheless, the bucolic village in Upstate New York plays the part of baseball’s Garden of Eden just perfectly. Its small-town atmosphere reminds us of the many pastoral communities spread across America where baseball was played in various forms and continued to evolve throughout the 1800s. But that’s just one of the reasons why the more than 300,000 baseball pilgrims who visit Cooperstown each year will tell you it is the undisputed king of baseball attractions. The other reasons—and there are many—reside within the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.


  The story of how baseball’s grandest shrine came to reside in Cooperstown is one that involves some biased research, fortunate timing, and visionary thinking on the part of Cooperstown’s forefathers. The story goes something like this: Three decades after former big-league pitcher and sports equipment magnate Albert Spalding’s Mills Commission erroneously concluded, “The first scheme for playing baseball, according to the best evidence available to date, was devised by Abner Doubleday at Cooperstown, New York, in 1839,” the game found itself approaching its one hundredth birthday. It seemed only natural that a centennial party should take place in the town where Spalding’s investigation—which had been intent from the start on proving baseball was an American game and not derivative of British sports—claimed it had originated. And so, Major League Baseball commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, National League president Ford Frick, and American League president William Harridge all agreed to celebrate the game’s birthday with a ceremony in Cooperstown in the summer of 1939.
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  The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum opened in 1939.
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  The Hall of Fame’s plaque gallery honors more than 300 inductees.


  As the preparations were being made, an ancient cloth-stuffed baseball was conveniently discovered in the attic of a farmhouse just outside Cooperstown. The withered sphere, dubbed “the Doubleday Baseball,” lent further evidence, so the locals said, to the claim that America’s Game had been invented in Cooperstown. Recognizing the potential significance of the find, local philanthropist Stephen C. Clark purchased the ball for five dollars and began displaying it in the Cooperstown municipal offices. Soon other locals came forward with mementos from their families’ baseball past, helping Clark build a one-room shrine in the village’s central office. Inspired by the pride that his fellow villagers took in celebrating Cooperstown’s role in the invention of baseball, Clark and his friend Alexander Cleland began exploring the idea of establishing a national baseball museum. The idea was blossoming at the same time Frick was campaigning for the establishment of a baseball hall of fame. And before long, the two parties merged forces to conceive the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.


  The facility opened in time for the game’s birthday party on June 12, 1939. Twenty-six baseball legends were formally inducted into the Hall that day, including the five players—Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, Christy Mathewson, and Walter Johnson—who had been elected on the very first ballot of baseball writers in 1936. Amazingly, the scribes had snubbed several men whom we now think of as baseball immortals, refusing to make first ballot Hall of Famers out of Nap Lajoie (64 percent), Tris Speaker (59 percent), Cy Young (49 percent), and Rogers Hornsby (46 percent), all of whom fell far short of the 75 percent threshold. Fortunately, subsequent elections in 1937, 1938, and 1939 added an additional twenty-one names to the Hall’s roster by the time its doors officially opened.


  Through the years, more than 200 players have been inducted, but never has there been a unanimous selection. From Ted Williams who was named on just 93 percent of the ballots to Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggio who both earned just 88 percent of the vote, to Bob Gibson who was named on only 84 percent of the ballots cast by voting members of the Baseball Writers Association of America, the scribes always fall short of complete agreement. Heck, even Greg Maddux (97 percent) was left off sixteen ballots when he was elected in 2014. As for the highest percentage of votes any player has received? That’s the 98.2 percent Tom Seaver earned in 1992.


  Through the decades this awe-inspiring baseball repository has undergone several expansions to accommodate the thousands of donations it has received from private collectors, players, teams, fans, and generous others who have contributed to its collection. Visiting Cooperstown today, you find more than 300 bronzes in the Hall’s trademark plaque gallery, honoring the players, coaches, executives, umpires, journalists, and other individuals who made profound impacts on the game. In addition, you find an artifact-laden timeline of the game’s history that begins in the 1800s and continues all the way to the present. There are also exhibits dedicated to Babe Ruth; Hank Aaron; Jackie Robinson; the no-hitters and perfect games; every World Series since 1903; baseball cards; baseball records; US presidents and their involvement in the game; youth baseball; the minor leagues; the Negro Leagues; women in baseball; old-time ballparks; the current major-league teams; the Cy Young, MVP, and Gold Glove awards; baseball in the Caribbean; baseball art; baseball in cinema; baseball writers and broadcasters; and much more.


  There are nearly 40,000 three-dimensional artifacts in the Hall’s collection, and more than 135,000 baseball cards, including the famous T206 Honus Wagner. There are also countless photos, scorecards, newspaper clips, team publications and other two-dimensional items. Next door, meanwhile, the Hall of Fame Library, which opened in 1968, meets the research needs of baseball historians, writers, filmmakers, and trivia buffs.


  The Hall’s signature event is its annual Hall of Fame Weekend and Induction Ceremony, which takes place over four days in July. During this special time, throngs of baseball lovers flood Cooperstown, including many of the Hall’s nearly seventy living members. Although Cooperstown is the most crowded and festive during this time of year, it attracts a steady stream of baseball pilgrims year-round. Just as every child dreams of going to Disneyland, every true seam-head dreams of going to Cooperstown. But unlike the Land of Mickey and Goofy, which may leave you feeling as if the whole experience was over-hyped and over-commercialized, the museum in Coopers-town delivers a thoroughly satisfying, enriching, and altogether mesmerizing experience.


  The Hall of Fame is open every day of the year except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. From Memorial Day through Labor Day, its hours are 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The rest of the year it’s open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission costs $19.50 for adults, $12.00 for senior citizens, $7.00 for children age seven through twelve, and admission is free for children under the age of seven and for active duty and retired US military members.
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  The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum




  


  


  1616 East 18th Street


  Kansas City, Missouri 64108


  (816) 221-1920


  www.nlbm.com/s/index.cfm

  



  After Moses Fleetwood Walker played his last game for the Toledo Blue Stockings in 1884, a long era of segregated baseball began in Major League Baseball that would not be challenged until Jackie Robinson took the field with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947. Spanning the decades in between, regional teams of black stars formed across the United States and barnstormed around the country playing one another. In the early 1900s several efforts were made to unite these teams under the umbrella of a central league, but none of these efforts succeeded. Finally, in 1920, Rube Foster—a former player, manager, and owner of the Chicago American Giants—brought together representatives from several prominent Midwest teams and formed the Negro National League. The highly successful league inspired the formation of other “black” circuits like the Negro Southern League, Eastern Colored League, and Negro American League.


  Over the next three decades, the leagues were constantly in flux, competing for one another’s players, expanding and contracting their ranks, and relocating teams to accommodate new cities eager to field clubs. But one thing remained constant—the passion that African Americans had for America’s Game. Try as the racist guardians of the major leagues might, they failed mightily in their nefarious effort to sanctify baseball as a “white” game. Out of the abomination that was baseball’s color barrier, something beautiful grew: a rich network of Negro Leagues teams that offered African Americans of the time period a black institution in which they could take pride. The teams were run by blacks, populated by black players, and followed by mostly black fans. The presence of the Negro Leagues and their many talented players made the major leagues something of a farce. Sure, the National League and American League had some great players, but the claim that they were composed of the best players in the land rang hollow. Baseball’s eventual integration, of course, signaled the bittersweet end of the Negro Leagues; as African Americans permeated the big leagues, no longer was a separate version of the game necessary. By the early 1960s, the last of the black teams had vanished.


  Today the pioneering spirit, immense talent, and unfailing love for the game of baseball that helped the Negro Leagues flourish are remembered at the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. This important baseball attraction was born in the early 1990s, when a group of Kansas City businesspeople, historians, and former Negro Leagues players opened a small museum in the city’s Lincoln Building. The museum quickly outgrew its one-room gallery, buoyed by the interest in the Negro Leagues brought about by Ken Burns’s excellent documentary Baseball. Perhaps most importantly, the PBS miniseries introduced the nation to Buck O’Neil, a former Kansas City Monarch, who captivated viewers with his vivid memories of black baseball’s Golden Age. Over the next few years, Kansas City contributed more than $20 million to build a 50,000-square-foot home for the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum and the adjoining American Jazz Museum. The two museums opened in 1997 in Kansas City’s Historic 18th and Vine Jazz District.
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  The Field of Legends is populated by statues of Negro Leagues greats.


  The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum offers a self-guided tour that traces the history of black baseball and of American race relations. The photograph- and artifact-laden chronology begins with an exhibit devoted to baseball’s earliest days, following the Civil War. Then it examines the experiences of a largely unknown cast of African-American pioneers who integrated baseball at the semi-pro, college, and professional levels in the 1880s and 1890s. Next there appears an exhibit on the “gentlemen’s agreement” that banned blacks from the major leagues at the turn of the century and on the barnstorming teams of black stars that formed as a result.


  The next section of the museum, devoted to the founding and four-decade history of the Negro Leagues, is the largest. It tells the stories of how the Negro National League was born; how night baseball debuted in the Negro Leagues in the 1930s; how the Negro Leagues experienced a renaissance during the Great Depression; how Satchel Paige became the most famous black star of all; and how black baseball spread to Mexico. Next there appear exhibits related to the integration of the major leagues and to the eventual dissolution of the Negro Leagues.


  After learning about the founders and great stars of the Negro Leagues, your tour ends when you step onto a replica baseball diamond in the center of the museum. This “Field of Legends” is home to twelve life-size statues that portray some of the best Negro Leaguers ever to play the game. The bronze likenesses include Foster, O’Neil, Paige, Josh Gibson, Buck Leonard, Pop Lloyd, Judy Johnson, Ray Dandridge, Cool Papa Bell, Oscar Charleston, Leon Day, and Martin Dihigo. Among this group, O’Neil is the only player not also honored with a plaque at the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Many within the baseball establishment consider this oversight a travesty, but O’Neil, who passed away in 2006, never shed any tears on his own behalf. He was happy to keep telling stories about the great Negro Leagues players and teams, and he turned out at the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum regularly to share his love of the game with others. In 2008, the Hall of Fame posthumously honored O’Neil’s eight decades of contributions to the game with the creation of the Buck O’Neil Lifetime Achievement Award, which is presented periodically to “individual[s] whose extraordinary efforts enhanced baseball’s positive impact on society, broadened the game’s appeal, and whose character, integrity and dignity are comparable to the qualities exhibited by O’Neil.” A statue of O’Neil was installed at the Hall of Fame at the time of the award’s creation.


  Aside from Cooperstown, you’ll find no finer a baseball shrine than the Negro Leagues Museum. Through the years it has been visited by Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Colin Powell, Jesse Jackson, Maya Angelou, Walter Cronkite, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Barry Bonds, Tony La Russa, Bobby Valentine, and countless other celebrities and fans. It is open Tuesday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday from noon to 6:00 p.m. Admission costs $10.00 for adults and $6.00 for children age five through twelve.
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  The Field of Dreams Movie Site




  


  


  28995 Lansing Road


  Dyersville, Iowa 52040


  (888) 875-8404


  www.fodmoviesite.com

  



  Fans of the classic baseball movie Field of Dreams will remember that throughout the film a voice implores main character Ray Kinsella to turn his unprofitable Iowa cornfield into a baseball diamond. “If you build it, he will come,” the voice echoes, and “Go the distance.” Ray gets to work, turning under his crop, laying sod, and spreading infield clay. He accepts the idea that some beneficent force is guiding him. He knows the mystery he’s unraveling doesn’t yet make sense, but he’s willing to believe it eventually will. In the end, his magical field affords him the chance to play one last game of catch with the ghost of his father. And as the movie ends the field is on the fast-track to becoming a tourist site that will help Ray pay his many overdue bills. As the credits roll, a stream of cars wends its way up the dirt road leading to the field.


  In a case of life imitating art, the Iowa field created for and used in the filming of the movie has drawn more than a million visitors since Universal Studios released Field of Dreams in 1989. And, in a second case of life imitating art, in recent years financial uncertainty has threatened the long-term sanctity of the field as a place where you can pull up in your road-trip car and play a game of catch or take a few batting practice cuts in as magical and pastoral a baseball setting as you can imagine.


  For years two local families owned the field. The Lansings held the deed to the infield and right field parcel and lived in the white farmhouse you likely recall from the movie. The Ameskamps owned the left field and center field portion of the field. Don Lansing, the elderly gentleman who had lived in the farmhouse since his birth, made sure to tend the lawn, sculpt the infield, and maintain the small set of bleachers so all would appear exactly as in the movie. Both families kept small souvenir stands on their property, and for years people made the pilgrimage to Dyersville to rekindle a little bit of the magic from the beloved movie. As time passed, the site drew visitors from such faraway places as Australia, Chile, England, France, Germany, Holland, Japan, Norway, Spain, Scotland, and Switzerland, as well as from across North America.
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  The Field of Dreams with its familiar white farmhouse

  
  The field was ensconced in innocence in the eyes of fans. Though it had been created in a commercial endeavor—the production of a Hollywood blockbuster—for years it had been open to the public at no cost, and when fans visited, they harkened back to the movie, which had portrayed a vision of the game that existed in a heavenly realm. Away from the bright lights and commercialism of a big-league stadium, the ghosts of big leaguers played the game they loved. At a time when real-life players were signing nine-figure contracts and the cost of bringing a family of four to a big-league park had approached the equivalent of a mortgage payment for many families, the “field of dreams” came to symbolize a more innocent vision of the game.


  But as the early 2000s played out, the winds of change came rustling through the Iowa corn-stalks. The Lansings acquired the Ameskamps’ portion of the field in 2007, then they put the entire property—the field, white farmhouse, and accompanying 193 acres—on the market in 2010. In December of 2012, a group called Go the Distance Baseball, LLC, purchased the plot for $3.4 million. Within days of closing on the deal, the Chicago-based president and CEO of the group, Denise Stillman, announced the group’s intent to build a twenty-four-field youth baseball and softball complex beside the Field of Dreams. “All-Star Ballpark Heaven,” as the envisioned facility was dubbed, would host a rotating crop of youth teams for tournament play all summer. Soon Hall of Famer Wade Boggs and former Friends actor Matthew Perry attached their names and checkbooks to the project as investors. And the dormant independent Northern League announced that it hoped to resume play in 2015 and that it would locate a team at a stadium to be built within All-Star Ballpark Heaven.


  Almost immediately, many of the citizens in Dubuque County recoiled. Local opposition to the proposed development revolved chiefly around two concerns: first, that the sprawling youth complex and Northern League stadium would rob the movie field of its pastoral charm; second, that the complex would adversely affect the quality of life of local residents. With regard to the latter concern, locals cited their worries about the extra visitor traffic. They wondered how they would safely operate their agricultural equipment on area roads if children were present; how they would dust and spray their crops with pesticides with so many children in the area; whether the fetid manure they laid would draw complaints from the baseball campers; and whether the complex would create water runoff issues that would impact their irrigation systems.


  Committees were formed, petitions signed, and lawsuits filed. Construction on the complex was delayed and then delayed again.


  As of June 2014, All-Star Ballpark Heaven was moving forward with a plan to build an initial six youth fields but had not yet begun construction on the site. Meanwhile, the Field of Dreams’ new owners were maintaining that they did not intend to change the original field. They even hosted a twenty-fifth anniversary party for the movie over Father’s Day weekend of 2014, hosting Kevin Costner, several of his costars, Bob Costas, Matt Lauer, and former major leaguers Bret Saberhagen, Glendon Rusch, and Ryan Dempster for a nighttime screening of the movie in center field and other festivities.


  Whether a full-blown youth camp will eventually spring up beside the Field of Dreams is still an open question. In the meantime, Ray Kinsella’s magical field continues to sit where it has since 1988—in the shadows of the white farmhouse, surrounded by swaying corn-stalks—attracting visitors. The field is open April through October between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., and in November between 10:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. So bring a ball, bring a mitt, and bring your imagination. Have a catch on the Field of Dreams. The experience may just be magical.


  
  
  

	4.
	
   Rickwood Field




  


  


  1137 Second Avenue West


  Birmingham, Alabama 35204


  (205) 458-8161


  www.rickwood.com

  



  Part museum and part working ballpark, Rick-wood Field offers you the chance to step back in time and experience the oldest standing professional baseball park in the United States. Built at the dawn of the Classic Ballpark Era in 1910, Rickwood opened two years before Fenway Park and six years before Wrigley Field. To put that in further perspective, Rickwood hosted its first game the year after Forbes Field and Shibe Park opened. Forbes was torn down in 1971 and Shibe in 1976. Four decades after those venerable yards ceased to exist anywhere but in the baseball history books and in our collective memory, Birmingham’s old yard is still welcoming fans for games at a variety of levels, including the professional level, and is still drawing oohs and aahs from those who visit.
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  Rickwood Field still hosts an annual throwback game between the Birmingham Barons and one of their Southern League foes.

  
  Rickwood served as the home of Birmingham’s minor-league team for nearly eight decades, hosting the club known as the “Barons” for most of that time. The team played in the Southern Association from 1910 until 1961, before joining the Double-A Southern League, to which it still belongs today. In addition to hosting the Barons, Rickwood was also the hub of Birmingham’s Negro Leagues teams for many years, providing a home to the Birmingham Black Barons, who played at various times in the Negro National League, Negro American League, and Negro Southern League between 1920 and 1960. As if that weren’t enough use for the little ballpark on Second Avenue, Rickwood housed the spring training Philadelphia Phillies in 1911 and 1920 and Pittsburgh Pirates in 1919.


  Although the park was semiretired in 1988 when the Barons moved to a stadium in nearby Hoover, a group of local volunteers has worked to ensure the park is preserved. These “Friends of Rickwood” have raised more than $2 million toward the restoration of the park, which was awarded National Historic Landmark status in 1993, and have helped organize the annual Rick-wood Classic, a regular season throwback game played each spring between the Barons and one of their Southern League foes. The game has attracted national media attention since its inception in 1996 and has even been televised by ESPN.
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  Rickwood Field opened in 1910.


  Rickwood is also used for a variety of amateur purposes. It is home to the Miles College Golden Bears, who begin play in the NCAA Division II Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference in February each year. It also hosts local middle school and high school games throughout the spring, and youth and men’s adult league games throughout the summer. Rickwood also sees occasional use as a film site, having provided the backdrop for scenes of classic baseball movies like Cobb, Soul of the Game, and the Jackie Robinson biopic 42. In one memorable scene in 42, the actor portraying Robinson smashes a home run over the distinctive Rickwood scoreboard.


  While attending the Rickwood Classic should rate high on your baseball bucket list, right there with attending a World Series game, attending an All-Star Game, and watching nine innings from atop the Green Monster at Fenway Park, don’t despair if you’re unable to find your way to Birmingham on the one special day each year when the Southern Leaguers grace the field in old-time uniforms. Even when one of the aforementioned amateur games is not taking place, Rickwood is well worth a visit. The ballpark gates are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., allowing you to take the self-guided tour that wends through the stands, into the dugouts, onto the field, and behind the outfield fences. Markers provide plenty of historic information along the way.


  Rickwood Field was designed to look like its contemporary, Forbes Field. It was the first minor-league park to be constructed of concrete and steel, instead of wood, and cost a then-astronomical sum of $75,000 to build. The construction was funded by Barons owner and eventual stadium namesake A. H. “Rick” Woodward. The park opened on August 18, 1910, when the first of many sellout crowds to pass through its gates watched the home team down the Montgomery Climbers 3–2 on a walk-off hit in the ninth inning. During the 1920s the Barons drew more than 160,000 fans in eight different seasons, including a high-water mark of 299,000 in 1927. After the lean baseball years brought on by the economic tumult of the Great Depression and World War II, attendance spiked in Birmingham again in the 1940s, when the Barons and Black Barons often played before sellout crowds. In 1948 the Barons, who were then a Boston Red Sox affiliate, set a franchise record, drawing 445,926 fans. That same year, the Black Barons won the National Negro League pennant, sparked by a seventeen-year-old center fielder named Willie Mays.


  Rickwood was also home at various times to other baseball immortals, like Satchel Paige, Burleigh Grimes, Pie Traynor, Rube Marquard, Reggie Jackson, Rollie Fingers, Catfish Hunter, and Vida Blue. Future Hall of Famers Ty Cobb, Christy Mathewson, Honus Wagner, Dizzy Dean, and Rogers Hornsby played at Rickwood as well, as did Shoeless Joe Jackson. Babe Ruth and Stan Musial also played here as visiting players.


  Visiting Rickwood today, you find it looking much as it did in the 1930s and 1940s, save for some metal bleachers and plastic seats that were added in the early 1980s to replace the old wooden ones. From the street outside, the upper level offers a pale green facade, while the lower level takes on a light cream hue. You pass through several square “arches” to enter the park, then spill into a grandstand, the back two-thirds of which is covered by a low roof that extends from the right field foul pole to the home plate area and then out to third base. The advertisements on the outfield fences and manually operated scoreboard in left are period-specific replicas that were added by Hollywood set designers during the filming of Cobb.
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  The distinctive light towers protrude out over the field.


  The unique tiled-roof gazebo that sits atop the grandstand behind home plate once provided a place for the public-address announcer to sit and watch the game. The light banks project forward off the grandstand roof on metal staging, making the lights appear to hang right out over the foul territory along the baselines. The locker rooms, which are adorned by black-and-white photos of the many baseball legends that played at Rickwood, offer open-style wooden lockers. After spending a few minutes poking around this enchanting old yard, it seems possible, even probable, that Willie Mays and some of his contemporaries might emerge from the home dugout at any moment to trot out to their positions on the field.


  While you’re in Birmingham, you might also catch a game at the new $64 million stadium that opened for the Barons in 2013. Regions Field (1401 1st Avenue South), which sits just 3 miles east of Rickwood, lured the Barons back to Birmingham from Hoover. It incorporates many design elements that pay homage to Birmingham’s longtime hardball hub, including its brick-and-steel exterior.


  The new park abuts a plot of ground that will reportedly be transformed eventually into a local Negro Southern League Museum (16th Street). The museum will be staffed in part by elderly gentlemen who once played in the Negro Southern League and will include one exhibit that uses a hologram of Satchel Paige to provide you with the sensation of batting against the legendary hurler. Given Birmingham’s role in the Civil Rights Movement, and the city’s rich Negro Leagues history, such a museum would be a perfect fit in the city.
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   The Little League World Series




  


  


  The Little League International


  Complex


  539 US Route 15


  South Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701


  (570) 326-1921, www.littleleague.org

  



  The headquarters of the multinational nonprofit Little League International offers a wealth of ways for you to connect with the game’s past, present, and future, highlighted by the Little League World Series each August. No matter the time of year you visit, though, a trip to Williamsport allows you to check out two top-notch youth fields, a classy museum, a nearby minor-league park, and a historic marker commemorating the place where Little League was invented in 1939.


  The centerpiece of this baseball extravaganza is Howard J. Lamade Stadium, which you’ll no doubt recognize if you’ve watched Little League World Series games on TV. The park and surrounding 66-acre complex actually lie in South Williamsport. This has been the home of Little League since 1959. Prior to that, from 1939 through 1958, the organization had been based across the Susquehanna River in Williamsport.


  The visionary who created a downscaled version of America’s Game was a Williamsport clerk named Carl E. Stotz. Although he didn’t have any children, Stotz enjoyed throwing batting practice and hitting grounders to his young nephews. Eager to provide his young friends the chance to experience the thrill of organized competition, Stotz began experimenting with different-sized fields and various rule and equipment modifications that would make the game more accessible to them. By 1939 he had enlisted the participation of two other coaches, thirty players, and three local sponsors. They called their small circuit “Little League.” On June 6, 1939, the first Little League game was played, as Lundy Lumber beat Lycoming Dairy 23–8, at a town park on Williamsport’s West Fourth Street. Later that summer, Lycoming Dairy redeemed itself, downing Lundy Lumber in a best-of-three-games championship series.


  [image: image]


  Fans fill the Lamade Stadium stands and sit on the hillside beyond the outfield fence during the Little League World Series.


  By 1947 Little League had expanded to communities outside Pennsylvania, and had spawned an annual World Series that would evolve into the one we know today. In 1950 Little League spread outside the United States, establishing a league in Panama. After the first twelve Little League World Series were played on West Fourth Street, the league built the bigger complex across the Susquehanna, where its headquarters still resides. In 1974, Little League began including females, offering Little League softball.


  Today, Little League is the largest youth sports organization in the world, engaging upwards of 2.4 million boys and girls per year. There are leagues in all fifty US states and in more than eighty countries. The organization includes teams from such diverse places as Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Greece, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Nigeria, Poland, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Ukraine, and Venezuela. Each August, the very best of these teams convene in South Williamsport for the World Series.


  The World Series actually begins on July 1 at sites around the world, involving more than 7,000 entrants. By early August the field has been winnowed to just sixteen teams that report to South Williamsport for the thirty-two-game finale of the tournament. In recent years future major leaguers like Gary Sheffield (1980), Jason Varitek (1984), Jason Bay (1990), and Jason Marquis (1991) received their first taste of national competition in South Williamsport. Varitek went on to play in the College Baseball World Series for Georgia Tech, and then in the Major League Baseball World Series for the Red Sox.


  The most recognizable landmark in youth sports, Lamade Stadium has undergone many renovations since first opening in 1959. And yet, it retains its old-time charm. The grandstand runs along both foul lines and is covered by a low roof. The trademark tiered outfield hill hovers above the 225-foot-deep home-run fences. The stands seat 15,000, but Lamade can accommodate an additional 25,000 on its outfield hillside; it hosted its largest crowd in 2011, when 41,848 fans turned out for a first-round game between La Grange, Kentucky, and Clinton County, Pennsylvania. Fans of the Clinton County team, who had traveled just 30 miles to the game, went home disappointed when La Grange posted a 1–0 victory.


  Except when overflow crowds are anticipated, early-round and consolation games are typically played at nearby Volunteer Stadium. The facility was added in 2001. It is a bit cozier than Lamade, offering just 5,000 fixed seats and limited lawn seating in the outfield. Only the grandstand immediately behind home plate is covered by a roof. Admission to both parks is absolutely free during the annual tournament.


  Another popular attraction at the Little League complex is the Peter J. McGovern Little League Museum, which offers artifacts from the league’s earliest games and from Mr. Stotz. It also provides interactive exhibits like batting and pitching cages and trivia games, and features an expansive collection of autographed balls and baseball cards. The highlight, though, is the Hall of Excellence, which honors people like Wade Boggs, George W. Bush, Kevin Costner, Tom Selleck, George Will, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Bruce Springsteen, Mike Schmidt, Cal Ripken Jr., Dale Murphy, Jim Palmer, Nolan Ryan, Tom Seaver, and Carl Yastrzemski, all of whom played Little League baseball when they were kids. The museum is open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission costs $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for children ages five through twelve.


  Two miles north of the complex, a historic marker honors “the founder of Little League Baseball,” Mr. Stotz, at Brown Memorial Park (West Fourth Street). Across the street, you find Bowman Field (1700 West Fourth Street), a full-size professional diamond that dates back to 1923. One of the oldest working minor-league parks in the country, Bowman serves as home of the New York–Penn League Williamsport Crosscutters.
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   The Cape Cod Baseball League




  


  


  Barnstable County


  Cape Cod, Massachusetts


  www.capecodbaseball.org

  



  Ahaven for top-tier college players and baseball’s weather-beaten scouts, the Cape Cod Baseball League also attracts a wide range of fans to its ten ballparks on the peninsula that serves as eastern New England’s summer vacation mecca. The players who visit “the Cape” to take part in the invitation-only summer league play a forty-four-game schedule that begins in mid-June and concludes in mid-August. They live with local families who welcome them into their homes. They work part-time jobs during the day, often in support of the Cape’s beach-tourism industry. They swim in the Cape’s warm waters, and sun themselves on its sandy beaches. But first and foremost, they test their developing skills each night against the best amateur competition in the land.
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  The Cotuit Kettleers' Lowell Park sits near the shores of Nantucket Sound.


  For many players, this is the first time they are required to use wooden bats in a game setting, instead of the lighter metal models permitted in the college game. And it shows. Hard-throwing pitchers typically dominate on the Cape. And when a hitter does demonstrate that he can get around on a 95-mile-per-hour fastball using a heavier than usual wooden bat, baseball’s bird dogs take notice. With a good showing on the Cape, a college player whose skills might previously have been under-appreciated can dramatically improve his standing in the eyes of the baseball establishment.


  The Cape’s cozy fields have served as important proving grounds for up-and-comers like Dustin Ackley, Jackie Bradley Jr., Jeff Bag-well, Lance Berkman, Will Clark, Aaron Crow, Jacoby Ellsbury, Kevin Gausman, Matt Harvey, Chase Headley, Todd Helton, Jason Kipnis, Tim Lincecum, Evan Longoria, Chris Sale, Kyle Seager, Nick Swisher, Frank Thomas, Chase Utley, and Barry Zito. But that’s just a short list of the scores and scores of Cape Cod Leaguers who have gone on to reach the big leagues.


  The Cape Cod League actually dates back to 1885. It was a “town league” in those early days and wouldn’t become a “college league” until 1963. As early as 1919, though, future Hall of Famer Pie Traynor was lacing up his spikes for the club in Falmouth. And in 1967 Thurman Munson batted .420 for Chatham, a record that would stand until 1976, when a youngster named Buck Showalter batted .434 for Barnstable.


  In the 2000s the league experienced new levels of mainstream popularity. First, the 2001 film Summer Catch—starring Freddie Prinze Jr. as a baseball prospect playing on the Cape and Jessica Biel as his love interest—made the Cape Cod League a nationally known entity, even if the baseball scenes were filmed in North Carolina. Then in 2004, writer Jim Collins’s excellent book The Last Best League told the story of his one season on the Cape following the summer storylines of several Chatham A’s, including future big leaguer Tim Stauffer.


  Today, during a typical major-league season about 250 Cape alumni appear in big-league uniforms, or to put it another way, one in every seven big leaguers today spends a summer on the Cape. As you might expect, the games are highly competitive. Not only do they showcase some of the heaviest hitters and hardest throwers from the college ranks, but they do so against the backdrop of incredibly intimate little ballparks, most of which double as high school fields in the spring.


  The games usually begin between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Admission is free, but you’re encouraged to make a small donation at the gate before finding a place to sit on the bleachers, standing along the fence, or setting up your lawn chair. Even at tiny ballparks like Cotuit’s seventy-year-old Lowell Park, which has an official seating capacity of only 600, gatherings of 1,500 to 2,000 are common. At the games, you’ll find yourself sitting among parents and friends of the players, who have come to the Cape for a few days’ vacation and to check in on their budding baseball star, as well as local families, who root especially hard for whichever players have been sleeping in their spare rooms and mowing their lawns for the past few weeks, and lots and lots of scouts. You’ll also encounter Major League Baseball front office staffers, local retirees, youth coaches who have brought their Little League teams to the games, summer vacationers, and other fans like you who appreciate the crack of the bat and thud of a heavy fastball smacking into the catcher’s leather on a glorious summer night.


  [image: image]


  Fans fill the stands of Lowell Park during a Cape Cod League game.



  The league’s ten fields are all located within 50 miles of one another. Ask ten locals which is their favorite, and you’re apt to get ten different answers, although most will agree that three of the finest fields are the Cotuit Kettleers’ pine-enveloped Lowell Park, the Orleans Firebirds’ Eldredge Park, which provides seating on a grassy hill, and the Chatham A’s Veterans Field, which showcases stunning pink sunsets all summer long. Every one of the Cape Cod League parks is special, though, and well worth visiting.


  Here is a complete list of the league’s teams and parks, to set you on your way to many summer nights of baseball bliss: 


  
  
  
  

	Bourne Braves
	Doran Park
	220 Sandwich Road, Bourne




	Brewster Whitecaps
	Stoney Brook School
	384 Underpass Road, Brewster




	Chatham Anglers
	Veterans Field
	702 Main Street, Chatham




	Cotuit Kettleers
	Lowell Field
	10 Lowell Avenue, Cotuit




	Falmouth Commodores
	Guv Fuller Field
	790 Main Street, Falmouth




	Harwich Mariners
	Whitehouse Field
	75 Oak Street, Harwich




	Hyannis Harbor Hawks
	McKeon Field
	120 High School Road, Hyannis




	Orleans Firebirds
	Eldredge Park
	78 Eldredge Park Way, Orleans




	Wareham Gatemen
	Spillane Field
	Route 6 East, Wareham




	Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox
	Red Wilson Field
	210 Station Avenue, South Yarmouth


 


  You may also find it worthwhile to visit the Cape Cod Baseball League Hall of Fame, which is located on the basement level of the John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum (397 Main Street, Hyannis). The museum is open Monday through Saturday; admission costs $8.00 for adults and $3.00 for children between the ages of ten and seventeen. In addition to the plaques honoring past players and organizers and administrators of the league, you’ll find plenty of old photos and other mementos.


  Finally, you might like to visit the Barnstable Bat Company (40 Pleasant Pines Avenue, Centerville), which has been making wooden baseball bats since 1992. The factory showroom displays more than 500 different models. The company store is open Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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  Fenway Park


  4 Yawkey Way


  Boston, Massachusetts 02215


  (617) 226-6666


  http://boston.redsox.mlb.com/bos/ballpark/index.jsp




  The most famous wall in American sports stands at Boston’s Fenway Park, where the towering Green Monster begins its ascent just 309 feet and 2 inches from home plate down the left field line and rises 37 feet, 2 inches into the Boston sky. “The Wall,” as it is often also called, continues for 231 feet—228 of which are in fair territory—before dropping to “just” 17 feet in height in center field. It is one of the chief attractions that draw fans to Boston’s “little lyrical bandbox of a ballpark,” as John Updike once characterized Fenway.


  If you’ve followed the game for a while, you have surely observed that the Wall is an ever-evolving edifice. While some aspects of it have remained the same, others have changed rather drastically with time. When Fenway Park originally opened in 1912, a hill rose at the back of Fenway’s left field lawn, and atop the hill stood a 25-foot-high fence that separated the field from the city beyond. In these early days, Red Sox left fielder Duffy Lewis became a master at scaling the hill while pursuing fly balls, and thus the rise of land came to be known as “Duffy’s Cliff.” And you probably thought the center field knoll known as “Tal’s Hill” at Minute Maid Park in Houston was the most treacherous ankle-breaker the game’s owners have ever dreamt up!


  With the advent of the lively ball, the Red Sox leveled the hill in 1934 and constructed the towering Wall you find at Fenway today, using more than 15 tons of iron. The Wall’s trademark slate scoreboard also debuted in 1934, but the green paint did not appear until 1947, at which time the two familiar light towers were also added above the Wall to facilitate night games. Originally, the Wall was plastered with advertisements for products like soap, shaving cream, razors, shoes, cigarettes, and clothes. In 1936, a 23-foot-high screen was added up top to protect pedestrians and motorists on Lansdowne Street from outgoing balls. The screen stood above Lansdowne collecting homers and the occasional foul ball until 2003, when the Red Sox added 294 Green Monster Seats in its place.


  For old time’s sake, even after they removed the screen, the Red Sox left on the face of the Wall the ladder that members of the grounds crew had used for generations to climb to the top and retrieve home-run balls. Today, batted balls that hit the ladder are in play. Should a ball hit the ladder and bounce over the Wall, the batter is awarded a ground-rule double. Likewise, balls that disappear through one of the slots on the scoreboard are automatic doubles.


  In addition to adding the Green Monster Seats and adding massive green billboards above the wall-top seats, current Red Sox management has stamped giant ads on the green portion of the Wall and has also elongated the scoreboard so that it too can offer ad space. But few in Boston have quibbled with this intrusion of words and images onto the face of the Wall. The coveted Green Monster Seats and the team’s recent world championships have bought management a lot of goodwill.


  The Wall definitely affects the game. As Boston fans are fond of saying, “The Wall giveth and the Wall taketh away,” meaning that sometimes a batter hits a rising liner that would be a home run in any other park that winds up being just a line-drive single off the Wall, while other times, a batter lofts a lazy fly to left that would be a flyout to the left fielder anywhere else that goes for a Fenway-fly homer. For generations the popular wisdom was that right-handed hitters flourished at Fenway, and left-handed pitchers struggled as a result. But if you think about it, many of the Red Sox’ best hitters through the years have batted from the left side of the plate: e.g., Ted Williams, Carl Yastrzemski, Wade Boggs, Mo Vaughn, and David Ortiz. Many of these savvy sluggers cited their ability to “get beaten” by the pitcher on an offering on the outside of the plate and still go the other way for a double off the Wall as one of their reasons for thriving at Fenway. Boggs, especially, was a master at lofting 320-foot fly balls off the Wall.


  [image: image]


  Fans atop the Green Monster wait for home-run balls during batting practice.


  Not surprisingly, the Wall has played a role in some of Fenway Park’s most memorable moments. In Game Six of the 1975 World Series, Carlton Fisk swatted a twelfth-inning homer that clanked off the foul pole above the Monster to give the Red Sox a 7–6 win against the Reds. The classic image of Fisk waving the ball fair along the first base line was captured on film thanks to a rat inside the scoreboard. According to legend, a massive rodent startled an NBC cameraman stationed inside the Wall; instead of following the flight of the ball, the frightened cameraman left his lens fixed on the first base line, where Fisk did his impromptu dance.


  The Wall made its presence known before a national television audience again in 1978, when the Yankees traveled to Boston for a one-game playoff to decide the American League East title. With the Red Sox leading 2–0 in the seventh inning, light-hitting Yankees infielder Bucky Dent blooped a fly ball to left field that settled into the net for a three-run homer. The dinger propelled the Yankees to victory.


  More recently, in Game Six of the 2013 American League Championship Series, Boston’s Shane Victorino lofted a high fly down the left field line against the Tigers that eventually plopped into the Monster Seats for a grand slam that turned a 2–1 deficit into a 5–2 Red Sox lead. The “Olde Towne Team” held on for the series-clinching win, and then won its third World Series in ten years.


  If you visit Fenway Park on game day, you’ll find scores of fans lingering on Lansdowne Street behind the Wall before the gates open. Here, you can wait for batting practice homers to fly into the street while you eat a scrumptious grilled sausage prepared by one of the vendors on the sidewalk. Once the ballpark opens, you can make your way to Section 33 of the Outfield Grandstand to pose for a picture or two in front of the Wall and to rap your knuckles on it. Once the game begins, the 294 lucky fans holding tickets for the Green Monster Seats watch the game from the most remarkable vantage point in baseball, perched high above left field. The K-Men are a fixture in this part of the park too, holding up big red K signs whenever a Red Sox hurler records a strikeout.


  If your trip to Boston occurs on a day when the Red Sox don’t have a game, you should still visit Lansdowne Street to pay homage to the Wall’s exterior and to have a Fenway Sausage. One vendor, the Sausage Guy, often sets up on off-days, especially when the Fenway District clubs are hopping. You can also access Fenway via the Red Sox Tour, which takes you up to the Green Monster Seats. Tours run from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. daily year-round, departing on the hour. The cost is $17.00 for adults, $14.00 for seniors, and $12.00 for children. You may purchase tour tickets at Gate D on the corner of Yawkey Way and Van Ness Street.
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  TD Ameritrade Park Omaha


  1200 Mike Fahey Street


  Omaha, Nebraska 68102


  (402) 554-4422


  www.cwsomaha.com

  



  Ranking right up there with the Little League World Series, the NCAA Men’s College World Series (CWS) is one of the most intense and compelling amateur tournaments you’ll witness in your baseball travels. The eight-team double-elimination culmination of the NCAA Division I baseball tournament takes place in June, just as spring is turning to summer. The mood is festive, the crowds are raucous, and the games are almost always nail-biters. Afterward, you leave Omaha feeling pretty certain you’ll be seeing some of the tournament’s brightest stars again sometime soon... in the big leagues!


  The CWS has been taking place since 1947, when the University of California beat future US president George H. W. Bush’s Yale team 8–7 in a one-game championship played in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Team captain Bush led his Bulldogs back to the finale the next season, but they lost again, this time to the University of Southern California by a score of 9–2. The next year, the tournament moved to Wichita, Kansas, and Texas downed Wake Forest in the championship. Finally, in 1950 the tournament landed in Omaha, taking place at Johnny Rosen-blatt Stadium. After more than six decades at “The Blatt,” gorgeous new TD Ameritrade Park Omaha opened in 2011.


  [image: image]


  Fireworks set the sky aglow over TD Ameritrade Park Omaha.


  In building the $130 million facility, Omaha ensured it would host the CWS through at least 2036. With its wide-open first-level concourse that encircles the entire field, its low second deck that extends nearly from foul pole to foul pole, and its striking outfield views of the city skyline, the 24,000-seat stadium seems more like a downscaled major-league park than an oversized college or minor-league one. Actually, it was built according to specs designed to make it easily expandable to 35,000 seats, just in case Omaha should ever be considered for a big-league expansion team, but it’s really the perfect size just as it is now. It’s small enough to be cozy, but big enough to accommodate the college baseball crazies who flock to it each June.


  In 2013, the fourteen different sessions of the CWS drew 341,483 fans, or an average of 24,392 per opening. As always, the competition included the final eight teams remaining in the NCAA Division I baseball tournament. As the college season begins each year, there are nearly three hundred Division I teams dreaming of making a postseason run. The best sixty-four of them make the tournament and play opening-round games at sites across the country. Then, after the field is culled to the final eight Super-Regional winners, those teams advance to Omaha for the double-elimination World Series, which takes place over ten days in the latter half of June. All games are broadcast on ESPN.


  Many of the fans who make the trip to Omaha are baseball-happy collegians, who bring a fanaticism to the stands more commonly observed at college basketball games. You also find plenty of scouts and player agents in attendance at the CWS, as well as alumni of the participating schools and baseball junkies who have no direct connections to the competing teams but want to watch some great baseball and see the next wave of big-league stars before they report for their Rookie League assignments.


  The story of how the College World Series arrived in Omaha is the story of Johnny Rosen-blatt, a local semi-pro player who entered politics after his playing days. As the mayor of Omaha, Rosenblatt championed the cause of building a stadium. The ballpark was originally called Municipal Stadium until it was renamed in honor of Rosenblatt in 1964. It opened as the home of the Western League Omaha Cardinals in 1949 and attracted the College World Series a year later.
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  TD Ameritrade Park Omaha during batting practice.


  Rosenblatt Stadium was where future big leaguers like Sal Bando (1965), Dave Winfield (1973), Bob Horner (1977), Terry Francona (1980), Barry Bonds (1983 and 1984), Roger Clemens (1983), Mike Mussina (1988 and 1990), Nomar Garciaparra (1994), Todd Helton (1995), Tim Hudson (1997), Huston Street (2002, 2003, and 2004), and Jackie Bradley Jr. (2010) first stepped into the national spotlight. In its later years, The Blatt showcased an impressive historic display on its concourse that celebrated Nebraska baseball history, offering you the chance to learn about the five Nebraskans—Grover Cleveland Alexander, Richie Ashburn, Wade Boggs, Sam Crawford, and Bob Gibson—enshrined at the National Baseball Hall of Fame, as well as about the playing and political careers of Rosenblatt, whose old mitt and bat were on display in a locker that also included a
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