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         Publisher’s Preface, 1979 

         (Some very important notes) 

         IN PUBLISHING THIS far-reaching book on the Elliott Wave Principle, material which has for too long laid undeservedly neglected, it is hoped that we will have helped in opening new vistas to the study of market timing. And further to this book, at the end of this Preface, we offer a way that some readers will want to pursue in looking for a deeper enlightenment in the unique approach of R.N. Elliott, and possibly other approaches, to the continuing analysis of the action in the trading marketplaces. 

         Having been associated with the Author for a number of years, we can attest to the high place he holds in our esteem in his knowledge and utilization of the Elliott Wave theory in actual investment practice. And especially in the light of the contents of this book, we feel that a few additional words about the Author will help in the enjoyment and understanding of this work. Following several years of active involvement in the investment field on Wall Street, leaving his native land he settled in London, England where he saw a great opportunity in the various fields of finance. Just a few years later he was instrumental in starting the prestigious Investors Bulletin, a weekly advisory service to British investors and institutions, in which he continues to apply his American market knowledge and training to analysing the movement of shares on the London Stock Exchange. 

         With an intimate knowledge of both New York and London markets and with both rich in their own historical movements, it was only natural that he would draw from both in presenting examples of Elliott’s precepts. The major part of this work was originally written in 1976 by Mr. Beckman for his British audience where he is very well known from his daily radio broadcasts of market analysis and opinions. Naturally, some British references and examples were included for this audience, and in adapting the work for its American publication some were removed and others have been left as originally set forth since they certainly have something to add to their own knowledge of financial conditions in other parts of the world. 

         Taking the past 10 years as a single period, and comparing movements of the major stock exchanges around the world, the London market has undoubtedly been the most dynamic in its swings in plunging to extreme major lows and rising to all-time highs. This alone makes it a splendid market to use for good examples of Elliott’s wave system, and for readers mainly familiar with only moves of the New York Stock Exchange and the Dow-Jones 30, the experience of seeing the detailed action of another very important market should prove equally rewarding. 

         From time to time Mr. Beckman also makes reference to some of the broad movements in London over this 10 year span of time and to help in following these references we have added the chart on the following page. This graph shows the monthly movement of the London F.T.30 Index, or to give its full and proper title – the Financial Times Ordinary Share Index. This is the direct and comparable equivalent of our own Dow-Jones 30 Index. Turning to this particular chart when Mr. Beckman discusses some of the historical movements of this Index will give the reader the perspective to follow the points he makes.  

         To clear up a term that will be found to be unfamiliar when first seeing it, on the chart found on page 14, which shows the daily action of the F.T.30 over the stated period, the words “Bargains total” can be seen. In London this is the measurement of the daily volume, and it is actually the volume as measured by each reported dealing in each company’s shares. One Bargain represents one trade whether it is for 10, 100 or 1,000, or whatever number of shares. Another fact that should be noted is that the F.T.30 is only compiled and reported once an hour and at the close of trading each day as compared to the D.J.30 where we have minute to minute reporting. 
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         Throughout the text of this book can be found slight differences in the spelling of several words, and these reflect the small variations in the two usages of the English language in each country. As these differences are so few and so slight, we have left them as they were originally set out to avoid giving any added confusion to our typesetters. We doubt that they will prove of any bother to the reader. 

      

   
      
         Introduction 

         DURING AN ILLNESS in the mid-1930’s, the late R.N. Elliott undertook the painstaking procedure of attempting to classify share price movements for the preceding 80 years on Wall Street. It was during the course of this work that Elliott discovered a definable basic rhythm in share price movements which he felt had forecasting value when correctly applied. In 1938 Elliott published his findings in a monograph entitled “The Wave Principle”. Eight years later, as a result of further discoveries, he updated the original work in another thesis entitled “Nature’s Law”. Since then, with the exception of a few notable analysts who have achieved outstanding success with Elliott’s theory, the work has drifted into relative obscurity, both of these works being long out of print while the only practitioners of the Elliott Wave Principle are now in North America.  

         The Elliott Wave theory will probably never achieve the acclaim it deserves for many reasons. Firstly, it is somewhat of a hybrid theory. It belongs in the category of those tools which attempt to analyse the stock market on technical grounds yet is anathema to most “chartists” who only have confidence in “trend chasing” methods. In addition, the Elliott Wave principle makes no claim to predict the future, although far more startling results have been achieved with Elliott than with certain popular methods which do make such claims. Probably the most severe impediment to the popularity of the method is the initial apparent complexity and variations that must be recognised. The technical methods of dealing with share price movements that have gained popularity usually rely upon a mechanical approach which gives definite buy, sell or hold “signals”, the technique of which can be mastered in a few short hours. I warn you, this is not the case with the “Wave Principle”. Mastery of this technique will take a great deal of time and patience and judgement in its application. Furthermore, before one can apply the principle with sufficient confidence to make it a profitable experience, most conventional stock market theory will have to be placed in “suspense” in the recognition that the stock market offers no absolutes and there is no man alive who can predict with any useful, meaningful degree of accuracy where share prices will be one day hence, much less one year or more hence.  

         The far-sighted investor who has recognised the basic weakness in the many analytical approaches to the stock market will find the “Wave Principle” intellectually appealing. He will recognise the fact that although the probabilities governing share price behaviour may be 100:1 in his favour, there is always that “1”. He will neither be intimidated nor dismayed by the emergence of the improbable as he watches the varying possibilities and probabilities unfold in the Wave Principle, and will incorporate the results in an investment strategy geared to his own personal requirements. He will not use the Wave Principle as a substitute for thought but will allow the theory to provide the information necessary to quantify the probability of risk or reward in the stock market at any given time.  

         The Wave Principle will not be used to forecast or predict, but rather to establish targets of probable achievement within the context of broad market movements. The targets will not be absolute targets but will vary in accordance with the changing cyclical pattern of both the economy and the stock market. The Wave Principle will adjust itself to compensate for the unforeseen fundamental developments which are so often the nemesis of technical analysts, producing those treacherous “false signals”. The Wave Principle is the only stock market tool that has ever been devised to compensate for alterations in fundamental conditions. 

         In many cases, investors have learned to distrust the information and opinions of popularly expressed stock market forecasts, for in the final analysis it has become nothing more than a matter of how long the forecaster will be right before he is ruefully wrong. The “Wave Principle” provides an entirely new approach to this problem. Conceptually, the words “right” or “wrong” should now be eliminated from the approach to stock market price movements. A study of the Wave Principle will train one to recognise the occurrence of the improbable and its frequency. On the odd occasion, the improbable and the losses that result are completely unavoidable. However, one will witness the self-adjusting mechanism of the Wave Principle realising that any losses that occur as a result of the improbable will be more than compensated for, provided the correct compensatory action is always taken.  

         The Wave Principle will discipline its user to anticipate rather than follow. A return to the grass roots philosophy of “Buy Low and Sell High” will be the credo of the investor who studies the Wave Principle, allowing him to act independently of the emotionally driven stock market players who habitually buy too late and sell too late. The concept that one should “Buy High and Sell Higher” has long been refuted by the many studies of the academicians.  

         In 1938 Financial World printed a series of articles written by R.N. Elliott entitled “The Wave Principle”. I have chosen these articles as offering the most suitable guide for studying Elliott’s theory. Of great interest should be the “Publishers’ Note” which states: 

         “During the past seven or eight years. Publishers of financial magazines and organizations in the investment advisory field have been virtually flooded with ‘systems’ for which their proponents have claimed great accuracy in forecasting stock market movements. Some of them appeared to work for a while. It was immediately obvious that others had no value whatever. All have  been looked upon by THE FINANCIAL WORLD with great scepticism. But after investigation of Mr. R.N. Elliott’s Wave Principle THE FINANCIAL WORLD became convinced that a series of articles on this subject would be interesting and instructive to its readers. To the individual reader is left the determination of the value of the Wave Principle as a working tool in market forecasting, but it is believed that it should prove at least a useful check upon conclusions based on economic considerations.” 

         The Editors 

         These articles comprise the appendix to this book and it is recommended that the student review the basic Elliott principles as outlined before commencing with the text. The object of my text is threefold. In reviewing the original work by Elliott one will find many “grey” areas which require further elucidation while several of the tenets will appear somewhat vague in terms of practical application. It will be the function of this work to focus on the various obscurities in an attempt to devise a workable format which in turn can be incorporated into an overall investment strategy. In addition, there are a few modifications to the theory which will be necessary in order to apply the method to share price movements on the London Stock Exchange. This will be accomplished by incorporating the work of several other analysts who have made observations on the Elliott Wave theory and have used it successfully. Finally, and probably most important, if one is to work with this tool and achieve maximum benefit one must adopt the correct conceptual approach and be sufficiently conversant with the rationale of the method so that one can act with confidence and consistency. For this purpose an entire chapter has been devoted to the empirical record of achievement by those who have used the Elliott Wave Principle in both London and Wall Street. In addition an extensive bibliography has been included for those who would like to undertake further investigation into the rationale behind the method. 

         During the post-war era there has been a great deal of complacency in the securities industry. Because the business cycle and the stock market cycle have been in a major cyclical upward trend, offering only shallow corrections, there seem to be many people, even with the securities industry itself, who have blinded themselves to the historical precedents of share price behaviour. Up until 1973, the post-war procedures were working well for the newcomers while many of the old-timers had been annihilated by previous market catastrophes. With the advert of the cyclical collapse in share prices between 1973-4 many analysts discovered to their dismay that the rules of the post-war era were just as useless as those which had been discarded previously. To those who still say “times have changed”, that the old rules of the 1930’s and 1940’s no longer apply, and that any attempt to predict the future collapse of the economy and the stock market from the long term cyclical precedent is the height of folly, there is very little useful that can be said. 

         For those, however, who are willing to approach the subject of stock market behaviour with an open mind, who have faith in the fundamental laws of economics and the consistency of human nature, who would like to avoid the pitfalls that have deluded the investment community for decades, who wish to learn how to read the message of the stock market in its entirety, for those investors and analysts the Wave Principle is resurrected, and the precept, explanations, experiences, and observations are disclosed, in the hope that their study will prove financially rewarding as well as the most fascinating method of stock market analysis that they have ever encountered. 

         R. C. Beckman 

      

   
      
         One: The Origins of the Wave Principle 

         “More zeal and energy, more fanatical hope, and more intense anguish have been expended over the past century in efforts to ‘forecast’ the stock market than in almost any other single line of human action.” 

         Richard Dana Skinner 

         VERY LITTLE LITERATURE is currently available on the Elliott Wave Principle; Elliott died in 1948 and his monographs and “educational letters” have been out of print for decades. This factor alone will make this work all the more valuable to those interested in this highly intriguing theory of cyclical movements in the stock market. 

         While it is difficult to obtain the original work carried out by R. N. Elliott, his background and emergence into the securities industry would appear to be even more obscure. The late A. Hamilton Bond, president of Bolton, Tremblay & Company, and probably the world’s principal exponent of Elliott’s work had very little information to provide about Elliott the man, and in fact was never closely associated with him. In 1953, Bolton decided to publish a small pamphlet on what he thought the Elliott Wave Principle was saying about the U.S. stock market at that time. This was the first widely recognised publication of any material on Elliott since his death in 1948. For some reason none of Elliott’s students had seen fit to carry on his work. Bolton had become intrigued with the possibilities of the Wave Principle when he first discovered the series of articles authored by Elliott in The Financial World, circa 1938. Following Elliott’s death in 1948, only one or two students were willing to discuss the Wave Principle in any way. In his work, “The Elliott Wave Principle – A Critical Appraisal” Bolton refers to Garfield Draw, a student of R. N. Elliott, and author of New Methods for Profit in the Stock Market. In this publication no mention is made of Elliott’s background by the notable Mr. Drew and a mere two pages of the 365-page volume are devoted to an explanation of the Wave Principle. It would appear that those who were unable to grasp the theories of Elliott merely dismissed them, while those who studied with him, kept his principles a well-guarded secret. 

         

            First contacts with Wall Street 

            In 1966 we have the sudden appearance in print of Charles J. Collins. Having learned of Collins’ previous association with R. N. Elliott, A. Hamilton Bond commissioned him to make a contribution to the 1966 annual supplement of the Bolton, Tremblay Bank Credit Analyst, such supplements being usually devoted to a dissertation on the current placement of the U.S. Stock Market within the Elliott Wave Cycle. 



            Collins tells of his first encounter with R. N. Elliott in late 1934. According to Collins, Elliott wrote to him from California in the autumn of 1934 claiming that a bull market in Wall Street had begun and the particular move was likely to carry the Dow-Jones Industrial Averages for a considerable distance. Elliott also proposed that Collins investigate his work on cycle theory upon which the forecast was based. Collins countered with the usual request, that Elliott go on record with his predictions for the period. Collins then let the matter rest. 

            At that time Charles J. Collins was the editor of a weekly investment bulletin in America distributed on a national basis. As is common to most publishers of investment advice Collins was subject to frequent letters and a stream of visitors all claiming to have developed “infallible” methods or systems for forecasting the stock market. I have had them in my offices over the past few years and have adopted an approach similar to that of Collins. In an effort to discourage repeated requests for assessment of these “beat the market” methods I usually suggest that the author of the system go on record with me over a complete up-and-down market cycle. If the record proved the method had some merit I would then determine whether or not to investigate the matter in further detail, possibly submitting the method to the London School of Economics who provide testing facilities. In practically all instances, at some point in the stock market cycle the system goes haywire and nothing further is heard from the author of the system. Collins makes it quite clear that Elliott and his work were one of three notable exceptions in his lifetime.  

            In March 1935 the Dow-Jones Rail Averages collapsed under the 1934 low while the Dow-Jones Industrial Averages shed over 11 per cent in tandem. According to classic Dow theory, a shuddering “sell signal” was produced and in Collins’ mind it looked as if another so-called “infallible” stock market system was ready for annihilation. Obviously, with the disaster of 1929 still fresh in the minds of the U.S. investing public, the development scared the daylights out of most people. Completely unperturbed by the decline, Elliott cabled Collins on the very day the Dow-Jones Industrial Averages plumbed what subsequently proved to be an important low. As was always his way, Elliott dogmatically affirmed that the break in the market was over and that another leg of the bull market was just beginning.  

            As Collins was reading the telegram the Dow-Jones Industrial Averages were racing upward. However, the time stamp on the telegram clearly showed that Elliott had issued the wire two hours before the Dow-Jones Industrial Average had hit bottom. For the two months that followed, the U.S. market continued to forge ahead. So impressed was Collins with the accuracy of the Elliott forecast, not to mention his dogmatism, that Elliott was invited as the house guest of Mr. Collins at his splendid estate in New England. 

            Elliott accepted the invitation and the two men spent several weeks together thoroughly investigating Elliott’s Wave Principle. As intriguing as the principle was the modest background from which it emanated. Elliott was an American citizen, but said he had been a wireless operator in Mexico before he was stricken with illness. Upon the instructions of his medical adviser Elliott was forced to move back to his original home in California, where, for almost three years, all he could do was sit on the front porch. For want of any other intellectual stimulation and in order to keep his mind occupied, Elliott began to study the stock market. He was a complete novice at the time. It was probably this factor more than any other which allowed him to pursue the subject with the necessary openness of mind. During his studies he covered the classical work produced by Dow, Schabacher and other analysts of the era. However, he discovered a pattern of previous share behaviour that went beyond the accepted methods of most analysts. Underlying the repetition of configurations which formed the cornerstone of most technically oriented methods at that time, Elliott discovered a form which seemed to account for the many times that the accepted patterns failed. In due course the wave theory thus evolved.  

            When Elliott approached Collins he was a fledgling in the securities industry, just trying his wings. He wanted to join Collins’ organisation. However, it was the firm’s policy never to base any decision-making on one single tool or on any single approach, while Elliott refused to allow any extraneous factors to deflect him from his Wave Principle. Collins offered to help Elliott set up on his own and was instrumental in obtaining some risk capital which Elliott was to supervise. Collins was then to edit Elliott’s first monograph, “The Wave Principle” which was later supplemented by “Nature’s Law”, a more comprehensive document prepared by Elliott in which he added many philosophical points, including reference to Fibonacci Summation Series, all of which formed the basic rationale for the Wave Principle.  

            In these two monographs, Elliott postulates that all fluctuations in the stock market are fragments of a great rhythmic system of waves and cycles in ascending and descending orders of magnitude. This great rhythm is supposedly repeated in various forms of nature throughout the universe. Elliott himself was an agnostic, leaning towards mysticism, somewhat along the lines of thought established by the great W. D. Gann. It was Gann’s contention that the stock market continually traced a pattern of perfect mathematical balance and that share price behaviour could be seen as being mathematically symmetrical when one finally established the starting point of the various forms of cyclical activity. Elliott also believed in this view and felt that the Fibonacci Summation Series formed the basis of all points of cyclical departure. I will describe exactly how the Fibonacci Series fitted into Elliott’s scheme. It is remarkable how Josef Schillinger operating in a totally different area arrived at the same conclusion in his superb volume, The Mathematical Basis of the Arts. As we continue, the reader will no doubt be astonished at the manner in which this concept of mathematical symmetry weaves in and out of the various aspects of human behaviour. 

         

         

            Elliott and the Economists 

            Elliott explained the historic movement of share prices on the basis of irresistible cyclical forces acting over long periods of time. Obviously, he was not alone in his direction of thought, although he was the only man ever to apply these long-term cyclical influences to the stock market. N. D. Kondratieff, in his essay “Die langen Wellen der Konjunktur” discovered the 54-year cycle of economic life which confirmed the findings of the Dutchman J. van Gelderen, who in his book Springvloed; Beschouwing Over Industriele Ontwikkeling en Prijsbeweging, observed that in addition to the 10-year cycle discovered by W. Stanley Jevans in 1878, a much longer cycle of economic activity existed. Joseph Schumpeter later formalised the work of the main cyclical theorists: Kondratieff (54-year cycle), Juglar (18-year cycle), and Kitchin (4-year cycle). It was Schumpeter’s concept in his Theory of Economic Development that each Kondratieff Cycle contained 3 complete Juglar cycles and 14 Kitchin cycles.  



            Professor Schumpeter wrote of his model: 

            “No claims are made for our three-cycle scheme except that it is a useful descriptive or illustrative device. Using it, however, in that capacity, we in fact got ‘ex visu’ of 1929, a ‘forecast’ of a serious depression embodied in the formula: confidence of depression phrases of all three cycles.” 

            Of the stock market Schumpeter states: 

            “It is natural to expect that upward movement on the stock exchange will, in general and in the absence of unfavourable external factors, set in earlier and gather force more quickly than the corresponding upward movements in business, i.e. often come about already in the later stages of revival when things are beginning to look better every day, with new possibilities showing themselves. Similarly, it is to be expected that stock prices will turn before other indicators, i.e. when in the latter stages of prosperity limitations and difficulties emerge and it becomes clear that possible achievements have been fully discounted.” 

            Whether or not Elliott was influenced by the work of the great cyclical economists it is not possible to say. From what one can gather, Elliott was intellectually honest yet there appears no mention of cyclical economic studies in any of his work. Should Elliott have drawn the conclusions in his work quite independently of those set out by Schumpeter and others, the nature of his findings becomes all the more intriguing.  

         

         

            The Grand Super Cycle 

            Like Schumpeter’s work relative to economic forces, Elliott began with one major long-term force which he sub-divided into lesser, shorter-term forces. However, his sub-divisions were far more detailed than Schumpeter’s, the most distinct feature being the complete absence of any form of cyclical periodicity. He coined a system of terminology in order to classify the various wave dimensions. The major long-term cycle would be compatible with the Kondratieff Cycle. Elliott called this the Grand Super Cycle which spans a period of 50 years or more. The next cycle down the scale, obviously compatible with the Juglar cycle of economic activity, was Elliott’s Super Cycle, spanning 15 to 20 years or more, depending on the duration of the Grand Super Cycle. Compatible with the work of Kitchin and his shorter term economic model, Elliott referred to the Primary Cycle, from which point there is a departure. Continuing his regressive categorisation we find the Cycle, Intermediate, Minor, Minute, Minuette and finally the smallest cycle of all, the Sub-Minuette.  



            Thus we start with a cycle of approximately 54 years in duration and continue sub-dividing downward until we arrive at the tiniest measurable degree. In London this “tiniest measurable degree” would be the hourly movements recorded by the Financial Times Industrial Ordinary Share Index. In Wall Street we have pure perfection, for the “Stock Master” provides minute-by-minute price changes in the Dow-Jones Industrial Averages, adjusted instantaneously for every single transaction that occurs in the thirty Dow-Jones Industrial Shares.  

         

         

            The Five-wave Concept 

            In addition to the concept of symmetry in descending magnitude with each of the larger waves divisible into smaller waves and still smaller waves still, ad infinitum, Elliott discovered that the individual components of the cycles of similar magnitude revealed specific behaviour patterns. While these behaviour patterns did not lend themselves to a fixed periodicity or repetitive patterns there was a distinct relationship to the various movements. Elliott concluded that, regardless of the magnitude of a cycle, a complete cycle consisted of eight distinct movements. Beginning with an upward cycle, Elliott discovered three basic ascending waves which he called “impulse” waves. Each of the first two “impulse” waves was followed by a wave which acted in correction of the entire upward cycle, and this correction wave itself consisted of two downward “impulse” waves interspersed by one upward corrective wave. In essence, we thus have
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