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CHAPTER 1: MY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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Romans 8:38–39
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
INTRODUCTION:

In the Old Testament, God visited His people at certain times.
But after Jesus prayed in John 17, God became a habitational God, living inside of us. We no longer wait for God to “show up” — He already dwells within us. Our relationship is not of two separate beings, but one — we are now in Christ.

	POINT 1 – GOD’S LOVE IS HABITATIONAL NOT VISITATIONAL:––––––––Listen to Jesus prayer for those who are now “In Christ”. In John 17:20-23 Jesus prays that we become one with each other and also one with Him and His Father. 

	He also prays that His Father’s love will be the same for us who are now “In Christ” as His Father’s love is for Himself.


John 17:21–23
“That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.”

	God is very emotional about us and loves us with an intensity and fervor we could never begin to explain with mere words. 

	When we read the Bible, we may even be tempted to allocate God’s love to head knowledge and thus be able to recite scriptures on God’s love but miss the very Spirit behind the words.

	God in His amazing wisdom put us into His Son Christ Jesus so that He could with the same intensity love us exactly the same way He loves His Son. 

	It was a brilliant move on God’s part He now sees us perfect and one in His Beloved.


Galatians 3:26-27

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture





POINT 2 – GOD LOVES US AS HE LOVES JESUS

God placed us in His Son so He could love us with the same intensity He loves Jesus.
He sees us clothed in Christ, perfect and beloved.
This changes how we see ourselves and others — not as sinners trying to reach God, but as children of God through faith.

Galatians 3:26–27

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

For those of us now living “In Christ” it may be a paradigm shift in our thinking, but we must now see ourselves as one with God “In Christ”.  


	For the moment we as believers prayed that genuine prayer of accepting Jesus into our hearts and repenting of our sins was the moment God put us into Christ. 

	This renewing of our minds so to speak on our “oneness” now with God will even change our prayer life. 

	We no longer pray to God hoping something will change or happen for us but rather we pray with God according to His will on our individual situations knowing that things will change.







(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture





POINT 3 – OUR PRAYER LIFE IS NOW WITH GOD, NOT TO GOD

Being one with Him changes how we pray.
We no longer beg for answers — we pray with God, according to His will.
As Jesus did, we see what the Father is doing and speak it into reality.
Faith-filled prayer flows from relationship, not distance.

1 John 5:14–15

“If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us... and we know that we have what we asked of Him.”

John 5:19–20

“The Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing.”


	For those of us now living “In Christ” our relationship with our Father in Heaven is exactly the same as Jesus’ relationship with our Father. How can it be different with us being one “In Christ”? 

	If we examine closely Jesus and His Father, we will see Jesus as our example in this picture of one who walks in confidence and assurance of His Father’s love for Him. 

	Jesus never takes a posture of begging His Father for an answer to a desire or prayer but rather because of their “oneness” Jesus sees what the Father is doing first then acts accordingly in bringing that into our reality. 

	This also gives us tremendous insight into our prayer life. 

	Some prayers we have no business praying because our Father did not give us permission to pray that and it is outside His Will. 

	For those now living “In Christ” our relationship with our Father is one of now recognizing His Will in any given situation and speaking it into our reality.


(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture







POINT 4 – OUR INTIMACY AND COMMUNICATION ARE RESTORED
Sin once separated us, but now, through Jesus, that intimacy is restored.
We walk in open communication with God — hearing His voice is natural,
because Christ now generates our thoughts and impressions.
When stray thoughts come, we bring them captive to Christ.
Ephesians 2:4–5
“Because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ...”
2 Corinthians 10:5
“We take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”
Conclusion:
Our relationship with God in Christ is one of oneness, love, and confidence.
We are not begging for God’s presence — we are living from it.
God’s love is now our permanent home, and His voice is our daily companion.
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John 15:15

15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

Interesting title and choice of wording but let me make it clear I am not talking about 2 separate people. The title of course follows the theme of the study, but it also allows us to see what our relationship looks like for those of us now living “In Christ”. 

POINT 1: WE ARE FRIENDS TO JESUS:

	In John 15 Jesus Himself expresses we are not sub-ordinates or slaves but friends. This is only one of the analogies Jesus lets us in on to reveal to us the kind of relationship He has with us.

	Slaves do not have the privileges that friends have. For one, sharing the confidences of the heart is left to that of friends. We not only share our heart with Jesus, but He shares His as well. 

	We can truly love a friend and know that they will be there for us when things get tough and in fact it is the trademark of a good friend that they are when times are difficult.

	An interesting phenomenon happens when a child enters into their teenage years. 

	They switch “core values” from their family being their everything to now their friends. It happens to most teenagers around the world, but their friends are now more important than a family trip or vacation. 

	Our job as parents is to just make sure their friends are good healthy relationships and to steer them in that direction. 

	I said all that to underline the kind of friendship Jesus speaks of. This is the kind of friendship that is based on a “core value”. We would do anything for this kind of friend. They have first dibs on our time. Why? Because they are our friends.


2 Corinthians 6:17-18

17 Therefore,” Come out from them  and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”

18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture


POINT 2: WE ARE FAMILY TO JESUS:

	We are not only a friend of Jesus but now we are family. It is like having a friend of our child that we love as one of our own. 

	They come on family vacations and do everything with us that our own biological child does, and we consider them family as well. 

	Well God does us one better He adopts us into His family, and we are truly His son and His daughter. 

	Jesus is now that friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

	God is delighted to have us in the family with His only begotten Son Jesus who is actually the first fruits of many sons and daughters of which we are now one.


Romans 8:23

Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.

ILLUSTRATION:

Now that we are family let us look back to those “Little House On The Prairie “days. 

One thing that a family member must share in and was truly a trademark that we were family was the obligation of doing our chores. 

Everyone in the family had their chores to do and it came before homework, dinner and definitely leisure time. The one question we would hear from Pa if we asked to go fishing was did, we finish our chores? Chores brought with it an intrinsic value. Firstly, chores brought a sense of accomplishment and secondly ownership. Ownership meaning whatever the family experienced good or bad we were a part of because we were family and family sticks together.

	Here is a picture of God telling us who are now living “In Christ” we now have our chores because we are family. 

	We have been appointed to work alongside our Jesus and any rewards He gets we also are entitled to.


POINT 3: WE ARE CO-HEIRS TO JESUS:

Romans 8:17

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

	Jesus is our friend, our brother, our co-heir, our family member and the list surely goes on for these are the many ways we can relate to the one we are now living in. 

	The point that is being made is that God accepts us in His Son as surely as He accepts His Son. 

	We are indeed family!!


Ephesians 2:18-19

18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household,

	God Himself has given those now living “In Christ” all rights and privileges of living in His household. 

	We as members of our earthly family know the difference of being a family member or a guest.

	Although a guest is treated with preferential treatment there is always a sense of being aware of hidden boundaries. 

	We are not quite sure of what is acceptable as a guest or what is taboo.


TESTIMONY: (Feel Free To Slip In Your Own Testimony)

A few years ago, we were the host parents for troubled teens. They would come and stay with us for a while until they received treatment and schooling then sent home again. Although we were welcoming and loving we knew, and they knew they were not family. 

They brought patterns and habits from their other family that just were not acceptable behavior in our family. The patterns and habits were dis-tasteful to us such as talking about past relationships at the dinner table and not sparing the graphic details. 

Watching T.V. programs that were foul and crude promoting the wrong lifestyle. The problem was that they thought that their new family (Us) was just like the family they left, and it was their right as a family member to bring home these patterns and habits. The mental adjustment was painful for them and us. These patterns of thinking and behavior just did not fit into the new family anymore.

Our biological children knew the boundaries and the acceptable behavior because they had been brought up with them. We are not always in the instruction mode with our biological children but very relaxed with them and ready to enjoy their company. All privileges and rights were understood, and they lived them out very comfortably. Still had to remind them to put their dirty dishes in the dishwasher though. 

I said all that to underline we are not just a guest in God’s household we are family. God is quite comfortable with us in His household of faith because we know our boundaries and our privileges. All doors in His household are opened to us and not locked because we are trusted. 

Colossians 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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John 14:16-20

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 

17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 

20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 

POINT 1: HOLY SPIRIT AS MY HELPER:

	Jesus was about to leave Hs disciples forever, but He wanted them to know that He wasn’t leaving them as orphans and that through His precious Holy Spirit He would be with them always. 

	We can just imagine the limited understanding the disciples must have had trying to comprehend these words Jesus spoke when such a thing had never been experienced by anyone ever in the history of time. 

	The Father was going to send another, a Helper exactly like Jesus His Son in nature to live inside of them forever. 


QUOTE FROM ANOTHER AUTHOR:

I love how Author and theologian John MacArthur from his writing on the “Indwelling Holy Spirit” puts it when he described the two different meanings in the Greek word “another” when Jesus said He would send “another”.

“The Greek word translated "another" may provide a helpful clue in understanding Jesus' meaning in John 14. There are two Greek words frequently translated "another": heteros and allos. 

Sometimes the biblical authors used those words interchangeably, but sometimes they used heteros to speak of another of a different kind and allos to speak of another of the same kind (e.g. the "different" [heteros] gospel vs. "another" [allos] gospel in Galatians 1:6-7).

Allos is the word Jesus used to describe the Holy Spirit: "another [allos] Helper." That could be His way of saying, "I am sending you One of exactly the same essence as Me." He wasn't sending just any helper, but One exactly like Himself with the same compassion, the same attributes of deity, and the same love for them. (John MacArthur 1988 Grace to You)

For those now living “In Christ” it is the Holy Spirit that brings us Christ in His very essence with the purpose to conform us to Christ. It is like we have Christ Himself helping us to be like Christ through the person of His Holy Spirit.

POINT 2: HOLY SPIRIT BRINGS ME TO JESUS: 

	Look at the next few Bible verses and take note on how many times the Holy Spirit is spoke of and Jesus is spoke of living in us. 

	The two are interchangeable meaning that Jesus cannot be separated from His Spirit so if His Spirit is living in us so is Jesus through His Spirit.


Colossians 1:27

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

John 14:17

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture


Matthew 28:19-20

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Romans 8:9

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:16

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?

	From ages past the mystery of the Holy Trinity was something not fully understood by many Bible theologians and scholars. 

	We serve One God in three persons. Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

	The three entities are one. Not so complicated when we think of it in terms of us being created after the image of God.We have a spirit, soul and body. Our spirit cannot be separated from our body, or we would be lifeless. 

	Neither can our soul be separated or we would be robots without a will and emotions. Neither can Christ be separated from His Spirit.

	Although, His Spirit has a separate job to do as Romans 8:9 tells us, He is still the Spirit of Christ. 

	To have the Spirit living in us is equivalent to having Jesus in Spirit form living and breathing in us. 

	So, what Jesus was saying was I am going away physically but I am coming back spiritually to live inside all of you in the form of my Spirit.

	Jesus is Holy so of course it would stand to reason that His very own Spirit would also be Holy and hence, we have what we call the Holy Spirit or as Romans 8:9 Spirit of Christ. 


(Choose one or two of seven options:)

	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture


POINT 3: HOLY SPIRIT IS NO LONGER VISITATIONAL BUT HABITATIONAL:

	In the Old Testament we read about the Spirit of God coming upon people and departing from them. 

	This was an era of what is called “Visitational”. The Spirit would come at times just to visit and leave when His job was over.


1 Samuel 16:13-14

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

14 Now the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.

	Ezekiel the prophet predicted that a new day would come of not just “Visitational” but “Habitational” meaning that God’s Holy Spirit would now come to live inside His people forever and not just come for a visit.


Ezekiel 37:14

I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’

	We may know that we are a “Habitational” people but sometimes we live like we are a “Visitational” people when we ask God’s Spirit to come visit us in some manner as if He were not already residing in us.

	For those of us now living “In Christ” we are ever cognizant of the vital relationship we have with the Spirit of Christ and that He lives in us and works through us every moment of every hour of everyday.

	We; therefore, have the God Head living in us and working through us as the Holy Trinity.


John 14:17

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you Christ:

Colossians 1:27

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

1 John 4:12

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

CONCLUSION:

	The three are “One” to have one you also have the other two. We can say we have Christ living in us and we have God living in us all through His Spirit living in us to make this beautiful mystery our reality.
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