
  Heart of My Heart Pendant


  


  This heart is done without shaping on a hydraulic press and is easy for anyone to do with few tools. Using a single color allows you to learn how to blend and work the colored pencils before moving on to more complicated designs.
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  Supplies


  ☐ Two 3 × 3-inch pieces of 22- or 24-gauge copper sheet


  ☐ Jewelry saw or metal shears


  ☐ Chasing hammer


  ☐ Riveting hammer


  ☐ Medium and fine sandpaper


  ☐ Fine steel wool


  ☐ Two .05-inch or 1.27 mm copper rivets (available from Rio Grande)


  ☐ Flush cutters


  ☐ Safety glasses


  ☐ 1.25 mm hole punch or drill bit to fit the rivets and 1.80 mm punch for jump ring holes


  ☐ PrismaColor Premier colored pencils


  ☐ Tracing paper


  ☐ Gesso


  ☐ Turpentine


  ☐ Acrylic spray


  ☐ Scribe or engraver


  ☐ Small #1 and #8 flat brushes


  ☐ 1 mm or 2 mm dimple pliers or punch


  ☐ Two 16-gauge round jump rings, 9 mm (OD)


  ☐ Novacan Black Patina


  ☐ ProtectaClear or a sealer made for metal


  Instructions
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  1 Draw a 2 × 2-inch heart on a piece of paper and use this to make your heart by copying the heart onto a piece of tracing paper and gluing the tracing paper to one of the 3 × 3 sheets of copper.


  [image: image]


  2 Using a saw or metal shears, cut out your heart (or use a pancake die to cut a heart). File and sand the edges till they are smooth. Rough up the surface on the front of the heart with medium sandpaper, then use dimple pliers or punch to place the design down the left side of your heart as shown on the finished heart. Clean the piece to remove any oils or dirt from your hands, and let it dry.
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  3 Apply two coats of gesso to the heart and dry with a heat gun or hair dryer. Using a dark red or maroon pencil, color the edges of the heart as shown. Use a lighter red to color the whole heart. Don’t worry if it doesn’t look completely covered, since this is only the first coat. Apply a very small amount of turpentine to a brush and dab it onto the heart, pushing the color into the gesso.
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  4 This is what it looks like after the first coloring and application of turpentine. Once it is dry, apply another coat of color to the heart.
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  5 The second coat of color should cover all the gesso. Allow the piece to dry thoroughly before spraying with acrylic.
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  6 Put your heart on a piece of paper or cardboard and spray outdoors. Spray a light coat of acrylic on the heart and let dry.
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  7 Using an engraver or metal scribe, highlight the dimpled areas and add spirals and dots. Punch a hole in the upper right-hand side of the heart as shown. If this is your completed piece, put a jump ring in the hole and add a chain.
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  8 If you want to add the background piece, draw and cut another heart—this one 2½ × 2½ inches—on the second 3 × 3-inch sheet of copper. This will create a ¼-inch edge around the colored heart that you just finished. File and sand the edges.
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  9 Place your colored heart on the second heart to check the size. It should have a fairly even ¼-inch edge around all sides.
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  10 Using a texturing or riveting hammer, hammer all around the outside of the heart. While hammering, the heart may buckle. Turn it over and use a mallet to flatten the metal as you go.
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  11 Check to make sure that the finished heart will cover the inside ends of the marks when done hammering.
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  12 Clean your heart with a cleanser such as Bar Keepers Friend. Once water runs off without beading up on the surface of the heart, it is clean and ready for patina. Be careful not to touch anything but the edges so you don’t get any oil on your piece.
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  13 Use a clean brush to apply whatever dark patina solution you want around the hammered edge. I used Novacan Black Patina. Once the piece turns black, rinse in water and dry. Highlight your piece by cleaning off the excess patina with fine sandpaper or fine steel wool.
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  14 Center your colored heart over the bigger heart and mark the hole on the top with a Sharpie pen using the hole created on the first heart. This will become the hole for the first rivet. Mark the hole for the second rivet as shown. Punch the second hole on the mark where the second rivet will go.
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  15 Punch the top hole that you marked on the second heart. Wearing safety glasses place the rivet in the holes on both hearts from the front, then cut the rivet on the back with the flush cutters to 2 mm and set the rivet from the back of the piece using a chasing hammer. Mark the second hole and move the heart to the side so you can punch the second hole on the bottom piece. Do not punch the bottom hole till the first rivet is set.
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  16 Move the heart back in place and set the second rivet from the back using a chasing hammer.
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  17 Now that both rivets are set, punch a hole on the outer heart above the top rivet as shown and insert a jump ring if you want your piece to hang from just one ring.
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  18 If you want your heart to hang from a chain, make another hole on the other side of the heart and insert the second jump ring.


  


  19 Seal the finished piece with ProtectaClear or a metal sealer.


  Waves of Blue Pendant


  


  This is another piece created without the use of a hydraulic press, so it is easy for anyone to make. This project teaches how to work with more than one color and how to highlight with a micro engraver.
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  Supplies


  ☐ One 2 × 1-inch piece of 22- or 24-gauge copper sheet


  ☐ One 2½ × 1½-inch piece of 22- or 24-gauge copper sheet


  ☐ Jewelry saw or metal shears


  ☐ Chasing hammer


  ☐ Gesso


  ☐ Extra-fine felt tip black Sharpie pen


  ☐ Two .05-inch or 1.27 mm copper rivets (available from Rio Grande)


  ☐ 1.25 mm hole punch or drill bit to fit the rivets and 1.80 mm punch for jump ring holes


  ☐ PrismaColor Premier colored pencils


  ☐ Tracing paper and graphite paper


  ☐ #2 graphite pencil


  ☐ Soft eraser


  ☐ Scribe or engraver


  ☐ Turpentine


  ☐ Small #1 and #8 flat brushes


  ☐ Two 16-gauge round jump rings, 9 mm (OD)


  ☐ Novacan Black Patina


  ☐ Medium and fine sandpaper or fine steel wool


  ☐ Safety glasses


  ☐ Flush cutters


  ☐ ProtectaClear or a sealer made for metal


  Instructions
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  1 Sand and file all edges of the 2 × 1-inch piece of copper listed in the supply list. Using medium sandpaper create a tooth for the gesso, then apply two coats of gesso, drying well between each coat. Copy the design using tracing paper, then place a piece of graphite paper under the tracing paper and on top of the copper to transfer the design to the gesso, or transfer the design to the gesso with a pencil.
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  2 Using an extra-fine felt tip black Sharpie pen, trace over all the lines, then erase all the graphite lines with a soft eraser.
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  3 Apply the first layer of colored pencil on the entire piece, blend with turpentine, and dry.
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  4 Continue to add more color to your piece as shown, then blend with turpentine and dry.
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  5 After all the coloring is done, spray your work with the acrylic spray and air dry until it is no longer tacky. Using a scribe or engraver, highlight some of the areas as shown.
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  6 File and sand all edges of the 2½ × 1½-inch piece of copper. Make sure the colored piece of copper fits nicely inside the larger piece. Clean the larger piece until water sheets off and doesn’t bead up. Don’t touch the area that has been cleaned.
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  7 Texture or use metal stamps around the outside of the larger piece of copper, then apply black patina. Let dry and clean up excess patina. Mark and punch for the two rivets on the colored piece only.
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  8 Place your colored piece in the center of the textured piece and mark where the top rivet will go by marking though the hole you already punched. Wearing safety glasses, put the rivets through the front, then cut the rivet to 2 mm and set it from the back. It will be a tight fit, so use a chasing hammer to tap the rivet through the hole. Mark where the bottom rivet will go by marking through the punched hole on the colored piece. Punch the bottom hole and set the second rivet.


  [image: image]


  9 Mark and punch two holes for the jump rings. Place the jump rings through the holes in your finished piece.


  Geometric Design Pendant


  


  If you are daunted by the idea of drawing a design, this project uses only simple lines, circles, and spirals to create a beautiful colored pencil piece. This piece was made with a silhouette die but can be done on a flat piece as well.
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  Supplies


  ☐ One 3 × 3-inch piece of 22- or 24-gauge copper sheet


  ☐ Silhouette die


  ☐ Jewelry saw or metal shears


  ☐ Safety glasses


  ☐ Riveting hammer


  ☐ 1.5 mm or 1.8 mm hole punch or drill bit


  ☐ PrismaColor Premier colored pencils


  ☐ Gesso


  ☐ #2 graphite pencil


  ☐ Soft eraser


  ☐ Medium and fine sandpaper or fine steel wool


  ☐ Scribe or engraver


  ☐ Turpentine


  ☐ Small #1 and #8 flat brushes


  ☐ 1 mm or 2 mm dimple pliers or punch


  ☐ One 16-gauge round jump ring, 9 mm (OD)


  ☐ Novacan Black Patina


  ☐ ProtectaClear or a sealer made for metal


  Instructions
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  1 Use a silhouette die to create a 1¾ × 2-inch domed area, then draw a ¼-inch edge around the domed copper with a Sharpie pen so the finished piece will be 2 × 2¼ inches as shown. Cut out your piece, and file and sand the edges.
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  2 Trace the die onto a piece of paper as shown and create the design.
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  3 Using medium sandpaper create the tooth on the domed area only. Mark and punch a hole at the top for the jump ring with a 1.5 mm or 1.8 mm punch. Clean your piece thoroughly before texturing and using the dimple pliers on the edges, being careful not to dent the domed area. Patina just the edges, then rinse and dry your piece.
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  4 Use fine sandpaper or fine steel wool to remove just enough of the patina to show contrast.
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  5 Apply two coats of gesso to the domed area only and dry with the heat gun or hair dryer. Transfer the design with a pencil to the gesso.
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  6 Trace all lines with the extra-fine felt tip black Sharpie pen and remove any pencil lines with a soft eraser.
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  7 Apply the first layer of colored pencil, blend with turpentine, and dry.
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  8 Apply the second layer of colored pencil, blend with turpentine, and dry.
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  9 After all the coloring is done, tape off the bare metal with painter’s tape and spray with the acrylic spray. Once the spray is completely dry, use a scribe or engraver to highlight as shown. Attach the jump ring.


  


  10 Seal your piece with ProtectaClear or a metal sealer.


  Tree of Life Pendant


  

  Who doesn’t love trees? They are extremely popular and also fairly easy to draw. This project allows you to try out your drawing skills and work with lots of colors. It is also a good project for those just starting to use a hydraulic press and jewelry saw.
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  Supplies


  ☐ One 3 × 3-inch piece of 24-gauge copper sheet


  ☐ Extra-fine felt tip black Sharpie pen


  ☐ Jewelry saw and saw blades, size 0/4


  ☐ Safety glasses


  ☐ Novacan Black Patina


  ☐ 1.5 mm hole punch


  ☐ Medium and fine sandpaper or fine steel wool


  ☐ Gray gesso


  ☐ #2 graphite pencil


  ☐ Soft eraser


  ☐ PrismaColor Premier colored pencils


  ☐ Turpentine


  ☐ Small #1 and #8 flat brushes


  ☐ Acrylic spray


  ☐ Scribe or engraver


  ☐ Two 16-gauge round jump rings, 9 mm (OD)


  ☐ ProtectaClear or a sealer made for metal


  Instructions
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  1 Using a hydraulic press, create a half-moon domed shape on the upper portion of the 3 × 3-inch piece of copper. The domed part should be 2½ × 1½ inches. Using an extra-fine felt tip black Sharpie pen, draw your outer shape. If you want to use a flat piece of copper, mark the half-moon shape on the copper and the outer shape now.
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  2 Using a jewelry saw, cut out the shape, then file and sand the edges until smooth.
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  3 Trace the shape onto a piece of paper and create the tree design, keeping in mind not to use too many lines; in other words, leave space for coloring. Keeping your design simple will produce a better finished piece.
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  4 Mark where the two jump rings will go and punch the holes. Clean your piece before stamping
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