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To my loving mother Nirmala Anant Telang, my loving wife Preeti and in memories of my beloved late brother Jayant Anant Telang and late father Anant Govind Telang.

-Abhijit Anant Telang

Enlightened Path Towards the True Essence of Geeta.

The verses are referred to by their numbers as per the Bhavartha Deepika (Composition’s purpose is to enlighten the true meanings as laid out in the Sacred texts of Geeta) which is the name of original composition by 13th century Maharashtrian Saint Dnyaneshwar, print edition of which is made available online by Shri Balkrishna Prakash Kadam, Jai Hari Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Solapur.

They should be referred to for context and to build an understanding of the original text as it is and this humble interpretation by Author should be just considered an individualistic imagination and effort to understand and feel the devotion towards Lord Krishna.

Author has tried to explain the verses as they are, wherever possible, and then expanded with creative freedom on what could be the symbolism and analogies the verses that can be derived from. Whatever is derived, or expressed in parallel symbolism or analogies, thus express the Author’s individual opinion and imagination. 

Author has also tried to interpret the tale in an original manner (in context of the deriving the parallelism, using the parallelisms, symbolisms and analogies and in providing examples) in addition to what has already been written by Shri Dnyaneshwar as elucidated in composed in Marathi verses as it existed during 13th Century.

Author has leveraged the verses, and their sequence and corresponding chapters or adhyayas as they are referred to by Shri Dnyneshwar to structure his own interpretations of symbolisms that may exist or can be derived, however they should be taken as creative liberties to expand on, while preserving the original intention of the sacred tale. 

Abhijit Telang
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​​Verse 1-3 (Sanskrit: 8.1)
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अर्जुन उवाच
किं तद्ब्रह्म किमध्यात्मं किं कर्म पुरुषोत्तम।
अधिभूतं च किं प्रोक्तमधिदैवं किमुच्यते।।8.1।।

Arjuna pleads Lord to grace him with knowledge about the principles that pervade throughout and the reason for so. He inquires on what drives the existence and various manifestations of it. He wonders about what inspires and powers the tendencies in an existence and what is it really that they wish to seek? 
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Verse 4-14 (Sanskrit: 8.2)
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अधियज्ञः कथं कोऽत्र देहेऽस्मिन्मधुसूदन।
प्रयाणकाले च कथं ज्ञेयोऽसि नियतात्मभिः।।8.2।।
The earnest seeker in Arjuna can see the fabric of fate owing to karmic implications. However, he pleads to know how a lasting knowledge and wisdom (about Lord) can be attained that stays (with the identity) even when the bodily abode ceases to exist.  The expression of realization is no substitute for the realization itself. The tiny bits and pieces (of such outward display of realization) float and disappear in the ocean of mind. The unison of mind (as in physical existence) and soul (as the identity that lasts beyond physical existence) is sought by Arjuna.
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Verse 15-58 (Sanskrit: 8.3 & 8.4)
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श्री भगवानुवाच
अक्षरं ब्रह्म परमं स्वभावोऽध्यात्ममुच्यते।
भूतभावोद्भवकरो विसर्गः कर्मसंज्ञितः।।8.3।।

अधिभूतं क्षरो भावः पुरुषश्चाधिदैवतम्।
अधियज्ञोऽहमेवात्र देहे देहभृतां वर।।8.4।।

The interplay between material or bodily existence and spiritual existence is outlined here. Also, the duality of Bramhan is hinted at. It is part of every physical, mental existence yet it is untouched by any of it. It is not affected by any aspects of physical existence or identity.  The liquidity may appear to take shape of whatever contains it for the moment, in reality it has no shape of its own. The reality of it is at the centre and not at the periphery. There is constancy and continuity in Bramhan that is unaffected by the form of existence. As different colours in spectrum originate from the same source of light, the core within each outwardly form is the same. What separates identities is the delusion that causes the drift into separation. The delusion gives rise to egotistical existence that centres of self rather than Lord. Reference is also made by Saint Dnyaneshwar to the continuous expansion of the Cosmos. (Verse 24). The core of each planet/star is expected to function similarly, yet their surfaces can be vastly different. Saint Dnyneshwar refers to this phenomenon as the “deluge of multiplicities” arising out of Bramhan. These multiplicities then begin to perceive and promote their respective identities. Lord’s hand (As Jagannath: The Lord of the Cosmos) becomes imperceptible. In this delusion, the world seems to be progressing, expanding, and multiplying on its own without a Creator. The core, unifying idea is no longer perceptible as it seems to be lost in myriad forms and adaptations. (While in reality, it still exists in every form and must be rediscovered). The “Yan” or the bodily abode is not for a falsely identified self but for “Ram”: the Supreme Lord. 

The stability, flexibility, agility, fluidity, versatility and tenacity as offered by the holy “5”: Pancha Mahabhootas in the form of physical body and its surroundings, should not be abused or wasted in the sleep of egotistical ignorance. The intuitive awareness must rise above the comforts of the physical senses. The tree of realization must distil the reality from the waters of sensory knowledge as collected and conveyed by the roots of physical senses. The moonlight of intellect may shine through this bodily tree (to assist with day-to-day life struggles) yet it must become capable of holding the reflection of the Sun (that is of the core idea behind existence), by eliminating any occlusions (Reference to Saint Dnyaneshwar’s instructing the mind to become crystal clear) owing to ignorance that had crept in. Then, the discriminations and divides become merged into a unified understanding of an everlasting truth. (Symbolism is that of Yadnya: where all that is known is offered to the holy fire of meditation that has risen from within. The bodily abode is the Yadnya Vedika: the platform to perform the Holy Yadnya). Then, an individual (Jeeva Atma) realizes that the source of knowledge and peace is in the Parama Atman. (The Lord Himself). In the meditative state, consciousness begins to realize the
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