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	DISCLAIMER


	While every attempt has been made to provide accurate and timely information in this book, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors, unintended omissions or commissions detected therein. The author and publisher make no representation or warranty with respect to the comprehensiveness or completeness of the contents provided.


	All matters included have been simplified under professional guidance for general information only without any warranty for applicability on an individual. Any mention of an organization or a website in the book by way of citation or as a source of additional information doesn’t imply the endorsement of the content either by the author or the publisher. It is possible that websites cited may have changed or removed between the time of editing and publishing the book.


	Results from using the expert opinion in this book will be totally dependent on individual circumstances and factors beyond the control of the author and the publisher.


	It makes sense to elicit advice from well informed sources before implementing the ideas given in the book. The reader assumes full responsibility for the consequences arising out from reading this book.


	For proper guidance, it is advisable to read the book under the watchful eyes of parents/guardian. The purchaser of this book assumes all responsibility for the use of given materials and information.


	The copyright of the entire content of this book rests with the author/publisher. Any infringement/transmission of the cover design, text or illustrations, in any form, by any means, by any entity will invite legal action and be responsible for consequences thereon.
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Publisher’s Note


Since the beginning of our operations in 2010, V&S Publishers has been devoted to bringing you one of the best and widest selections of books from across reading genres. Our work is defined by our very name, Value and Substance (V&S), which is at the heart of the books we publish. In becoming one of the leading publishers of general trade books in the mass-appeal genre in India, we have focused on developing a repertoire of titles that not just seek to inspire our readers to grow and flourish in life, but also spark a love for varied cultures and languages. Today, our catalogue has expanded to more than 1000 titles, across the categories of academic, children’s stories, parenting, popular science, religion and spirituality, self-improvement, and many more.

Narendra Modi, the incumbent Prime Minister of India, has emerged as one of the most influential and controversial leaders in modern Indian history. His journey from the chief minister of Gujarat to the highest office of the largest democracy is a testimony to his political acumen, strategic vision and unwavering determination. This biography offers a detailed and balanced account of the life of a man whose vision and decisions continue to shape the future of India.

Through insightful analysis, this biography explores the personal and political dimensions of Modi’s life, offering an in-depth understanding of his policies and the controversies that have surrounded his tenure. We believe that this biography will serve as an invaluable resource to understand the complexities of Narendra Modi’s leadership and the broader perspective of his governance.

We sincerely hope our effort in bringing out this offering will be greeted by the warm and enthusiastic reception of our readers.
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Childhood and Early Years

Narendra Damodardas Modi was born in a Hindu Gujarati family of grocers in Vadnagar, Bombay State (presently Gujarat), on September 17th, 1950. Narendra Modi’s family traces their roots to the community of oil pressers, commonly known as Modh Ghanchi Teli.

Young Narendra was the third child among six children, born to Damodardas Mulchand Modi and Hiraben Modi. As described by his teachers, he was an average but dedicated student, who had a keen interest in debating and theatre. When he participated in theatrical productions in his youth, he had a proclivity for playing larger-than-life characters, which went on to influence his political imager later in life.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his mother

Unwavering Dedication

A dedicated workaholic, Narendra Modi never took a holiday or a sick day off during his 13 years serving as the Chief Minister of Gujarat.

As a young boy, he was exceptionally hard working and would help his father run the tea stall after school. At the age of eight, young Narendra joined the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), which is a Hindu nationalist volunteer paramilitary organisation.
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	(a) Teenage Narendra Modi in RSS Uniform
	(b) Narendra Modi during his early years in RSS.




The Formative Years

Soon, young Narendra started attending the local shakhas (training sessions) organised by RSS. It was during his time here that he was introduced to Lakshmanrao Imandar, who was also known as Vakil Sahab. Lakshmanrao Imandar conferred the title of Balswayamsevak (junior cadet) on young Narendra. Thereafter, Inamdar became his mentor for many years to come and played an influential role in his life. While Modi was still training with RSS, he met Vasant Gajendragadkar and Nathalal Jaghda, who were leaders of Bhartiya Jana Sangha and went on to found the Gujarat unit of the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP).
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Narendra Modi and LakshmanRao Inamdar

A Timeline of Modi’s Early Years



	Year
	Activities



	1971
	Worked as a full-time RSS worker



	1980
	Joined Bhartiya Jana Sangha






After completing his secondary education in northeastern Gujarat, Modi was married off to Jashodaben Chimanlal at the age of 18. However, he left his wife within a few months of his marriage. Reportedly, he left his wife without officially divorcing her, and their marriage was never consummated. He had kept his marriage hidden, as it was necessary to become a pracharak (party worker) in the puritan set up of the RSS. Modi publicly acknowledged their relationship nearly four decades later, as required by the Indian law.

Early Political Phase

Even during his early years, Modi was a deeply religious person. After leaving his parental home, he travelled extensively in Northern India. During his travels, Modi visited many Hindu asharams founded by Swami Vivekananda. One of these ashrams was located near Belur Math on the outskirts of Kolkata. He also journeyed to Advaita Asharams in Almora and the Ramakrishna Mission in Rajkot. It is said that Modi’s early life was largely influenced by the ideas of Swami Vivekananda. In mid-1968, Modi was eager to stay at Belur Math, but he was sent back. He then wandered through West Bengal and Assam, with stopovers in Siliguri and Guwahati. He attempted to visit Ramakrishna Ashram in Almora, but faced repeated rejections. In the late 1960s, he returned to Vadnagar briefly before leaving for Ahmedabad. During this period, he lived with one of his uncles and worked in his canteen at the Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation.

After experiencing rejections, Modi returned to Ahmedabad with the idea of rekindling his connection with Inamdar. At that time, Inamdar was working at Hedgevar Bhawan, the RSS headquarters in the city. It was in 1971 that marked Modi’s first foray into political activity as an adult. During the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971, he joined Bhartiya Jana Sangh in Delhi, at the time led by late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
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Shri Narendra Modi with prominent Bhartiya Jan Sangh leader Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee

His open support for the Mukti Bahini led to criticism from the India Gandhi-led government and he was briefly imprisoned in Tihar Jail. According to Modi, he was arrested during a nonviolent protest against the government in New Delhi, just before Bangladesh Liberation War broke out. This event prompted Inamdar to mentor him for a few years. In the same year, Modi left his uncle’s canteen to become a full-time pracharak for the RSS by joining hands with Inamdar. Years later, Modi co-authored a biography of Inamdar, which was published in 2001.

Academic Journey

Modi pursued his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Delhi University in 1978 through the School of Open Learning. He graduated with third-division grades. He then continued his education at Gujarat University, earning a Master of Arts degree with first-division grades. He was able to pursue his master’s degree through distance learning over five years.


A Hidden Passion for Poetry and Photography

Not many people know that Narendra Modi enjoys writing poems and engaging in photography. He likes to write poems in Gujarati and has also authored several books. His impressive collection of photographs has been displayed in exhibitions.



That said, Modi’s educational qualifications have drawn some scrutiny. Questions have arisen due to the absence of records of students receiving a graduation degree in 1978 from the School of Open Learning. This has been a topic of discussion among leaders of other political parties. However, it is important to note that no substantiated claims have emerged so far.

Sources:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narendra_Modi#Early_political_career

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Narendra-Modi

https://www.theceo.in/leaders/narendra-modi-birthday-special-some-unknown-facts-about-narendra-modi-you-dont-know
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Early Political Career

In early June 1975, the then Prime Minister of India, Ms. Indira Gandhi, declared a State of Emergency that lasted until 1977. During this period, many political leaders were jailed and several political groups were outlawed.

The State of Emergency

At this time, Narendra Modi served as a general secretary for an RSS committee called “Gujarat Lok Sangharsh Samiti.” However, when the RSS was also banned, Modi had to go into hiding, moving from place to place to avoid arrest. During this time, he engaged in various activities, such as printing pamphlets and protesting the actions of the government. He also organised many rallies and demonstrations.


First Prime Minister in Independent India

Narendra Modi is the first Prime Minister to have been born in Independent India.



Additionally, Modi gained popularity amongst the vilified communities by establishing secure shelters and raising funds for those who were wanted by the government and political activists. During this period, he authored a book in Gujarati, titled Sangharsh Ma Gujarat, describing the State of Emergency and related events. In addition to going underground, Modi also disguised himself as a Sikh while travelling in Gujarat during Emergency. At this time, he notably interacted with influential political figures, including the renowned socialist leader, George Fernandes, who went on to support his political journey.

[image: image]

 Book written by Narendra Modi during the 1975 emergency

Climbing the Ranks in RSS

In 1978, Modi advanced his political career by becoming an RSS sambhag pracharak (regional organizer). He actively managed political activities in











	Year
	Achievements



	1975-1977
	Appointed as the General Secretary of Gujarat Lok Sangharsh Committee



	1975
	RSS banned during the emergency



	1975-1977
	Organised safe homes and shelters for refugees and activists



	1978
	Published Sangharsh Ma Gujarat



	Late 1970s
	Met George Fernandes



	1978
	Becomes an RSS Sambhag Pracharak



	1979
	Moved to Delhi



	1987
	Appointed as Organising Secretary in the BJP by RSS



	1990
	Becomes member of National Election Committee



	1990
	Organised Ram Rath Yatra



	1991-1992
	Organised Ekta Yatra



	1992-1994
	Break from political career; worked towards establishing a school



	1994
	Returns to politics and becomes Party Secretary of the BJP
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