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READER COMMENTS

“Thanks for sending me a copy of your very nice peacock bass book. It looks great. I agree with your assessment on the probable number of species - I’d guess we’ll end up with about 7-8 species. I am ordering 4 additional copies of the peacock book for my graduate students and Venezuelan collaborator. I have two students stationed at Lake Guri and two stationed at the Rio Cinaruco doing research on the fish.” -- Kirk Winemiller, Texas A&M University, Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries, College Station, TX

“Your book, “Peacock Bass Explosions”, got me excited about fishing again. It’s tremendous and so is the fishing in South Florida. I’m catching lots of peacocks between 4 and 5 pounds. And to think, I quit fishing for 5 years until I found a copy of your book and read it. Your book is getting a lot of people out fishing again. We thank you for the great book!” -- Ron Rasch, Hialeah, FL

“On a peacock trip to South America in January, one of our thoughtful members had a copy of your book. Since only two of us had ever fished for peacocks before, we pored over your book for advice on fishing strategies. It was kind of comical, learning to fish by book WHILEFISHING. We were all successful that week, catching peacock up to 19.5 pounds, and I caught 5 bigger than 14 pounds. I am interested in obtaining a personal copy of your book, to study a bit more on the meristic characteristics of the different populations. We did not have a scale, so used the length/girth correlations for the most part to estimate weights. The peacock is a fantastic fish! As a life long Alaskan, I think they even exceed salmon for their aggressive striking. It was a privilege and a thrill just to be able to fish them.” -- Carol Jo Sanner, Girdwood, AK

“In the past year, I thought I had exhausted every avenue of information and had come up empty-handed on peacock bass fishing in Venezuela, until I stumbled upon your book at the library. Unlike many other books of this nature, I was delighted to find that yours provided the detail I was looking for. You will enable my obsessive fisherman friend and I to actually plan on such a trip and feel assured that we have an understanding, not only of the fish we’re pursuing, but of the geography, logistics and necessary equipment and techniques to make it a successful trip. I can’t think of a better Christmas gift for Steve. Your book will encourage us through a few of the long winter days in Minnesota.” -- Sally O’Brien, Minneapolis, MN

“I just wanted to say I thoroughly enjoyed spending several days with the “infamous” Larry Larsen. It was a great new adventure for me and although the peacock bass fishing was typical of high water, the payara’s tenacity at the end of the line soon caused me to forget. When your new book on the two great fish is out, let me know what it costs and I’ll send the money.” -- Dick Bergemann, Chicago, IL

“It is a small world. A friend who I had taken fishing on the Cinaruco last month had a copy of your book, Peacock Bass Explosions. I recognize the names of several of those mentioned in the book, and the chapter on Brazil brought back memories of my trips there. You are the only person I know who knew the technique of using big spoons for peacocks. We used to take a 12 foot boat and small Archimedes motor, a 120 pound test line and afoot-long spoon with a large single hook. When the boat was on a plane, the hook stayed straight up and would run without snagging. Those d____ peacocks would hit that spoon in full flight and almost take the guy on the other end of the line over the stern. I agree with your comments that peacocks are the top freshwater fish pound for pound. I really enjoyed your book and since I have a couple of buddies I would like to give a copy to, have included a check for the additional books. Hope to bump into you one of these days in the backblocks.” -- Charles Stockell, Beaufort, SC

“We wanted to give you special thanks for the excellent resource book used for reference in our two “Good Fishing” show segments on the peacock bass.” -- Ray Eng, Babe Winkleman Productions, Nisswa, MN

“I wanted to order your wonderful book on peacock bass since my main interest is the tropical fishing in Central and South America. I expect to travel that way this year and would like some inspiration before the trip - and on my way, too. I am also very interested in your new book on Amazon fishing and would like to be informed whenever it’s available, as I’m sure to buy a copy.” -- Claus Ovist Jessen, Valby, DENMARK

“We fished the wilds of the Amazon; braved assaults by wild beasts; fought off ferocious insects; conquered and harnessed the top of the river food chain, El Gato, and were lost to the vagaries of civilization (radio, newspapers, TV or telephones) for five glorious days. We pitted our combined intellects against peacock bass and, unfortunately, came up short but we each carried memories of our more successful efforts. The peacock bass were beautiful and certainly impressive. I am going to plan another trip in the Fall. Interested?” -- Marvin Cohen, St. Louis, MO

“I have read your magazine articles on peacock bass fishing in Brazil and Venezuela and enjoyed them greatly. I will now be anxiously waiting to read your book on peacocks. Keep up the excellent journalism.” -- John Fuchs, Melbourne, FL

“It was a real pleasure to talk with you the other day. Thanks for the prompt response in sending the peacock bass book I ordered. I am now ordering one of the beautiful peacock T-shirts. Thanks again.” -- Ed Grunloh, Orlando, FL

“Enclosed is my check for the T-shirt. Please put us on your mailing list for any other happenings concerning Peacock Bass. If you are ever in Miami, my son would be thrilled to meet you. Your book is his Fishing Bible! Thank you.” -- Jan Joseph, Miami Lakes, FL

“Thanks for sending me the Peacock Bass Explosions book, but I gave it away to a friend. So my check is enclosed for another book for me and a second one for another fishing buddy. I also have two other friends that will be ordering a copy, one a biologist with the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.” -- Walter Cardwell, Austin, TX

“I recently completed a fishing trip to the Pasimoni River, and it was excellent for large peacocks. I’ve enclosed a check for your book, Peacock Bass Explosions, knowing that it will add to my Amazonas Adventure. I plan to return next spring. Thank you for writing about an amazing fish!” -- Milt Beuer, Mendota Heights, MN

“I’ve enclosed a check for the Limited Edition Print and the T-Shirt described in your book Peacock Bass Explosions. Good luck on you upcoming fishing trips to South America for peacocks.” -- George Malina, Aurora, IL

“I’ve just arrived for a one month vacation in the States and had an opportunity to buy a copy of your book, Peacock Bass Explosions. As a Brazilian and angler, I am familiar with the tucunare and have fished for it in many states in Brazil. After seeing those monsters you and your friends caught in South America, I couldn’t help writing you in a hurry. Until today my biggest tucunare weighed only 8 pounds, and I need to catch one over 15 pounds badly. You know how it is. Congratulations for your book. It is very interesting and instructive and should help me catch that big one. It’ll have a permanent place in my library from now on. I thank you for your kind attention and hope someday our paths will cross in an Amazon river while fishing for tucunare!” -- Paulo D. da Silva, Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL


DEDICATION

To the memory of my Dad, Floyd (Hoppy) Larsen (Dec. 17, 1905, --Dec. 6, 1995). Dad taught me how to fish, hunt and enjoy most outdoor activities. We shared a love for the outdoors and for travel to see natural wonders and fish areas far off the beaten path. While my trips with him were confined to the continental United States, I have since ranged further afield - to other continents and additional fishing experiences. He was instrumental in developing such a yearning, a legacy that will long live on in me. Mom, his wife of 61 years, brother Ron and I will miss him greatly, but will reunite in Heaven when our time on Earth is up.

His loving son, Larry
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PREFACE

Angling for exotic species in the jungles of Central and South America is rapidly growing in popularity. The exciting peacock bass, payara, rainbow bass and other freshwater species of Latin America are the focus of this book. “Peacock Bass & Other Fierce Exotics” reveals where, when and how to catch these great sport fish.

Productive tactics and fishing tips to fool the provocative fish are presented throughout the book. Detailed illustrations and numerous photos highlight the most productive lures and patterns for those readers interested in catching the unique exotics. The book is a valuable reference source with numerous strategies in each chapter to fool peacock bass and other fierce exotics. Many of the proven techniques discussed are applicable to peacock bass waters around the world.

But this is not just a how-to book designed to help you catch more of these exciting fish. This book should also provide readers with an accurate overview of the total South American experience.

Each of the first eight chapters in this comprehensive book focuses on geographic areas in the various Latin American countries that almost always produce good peacock bass fishing. Chapters 9 and 10 take a close look at the very best payara waters in the world and how and where to catch the “river draculas”. Reading these chapters should give readers a mental picture of what it’s like to fight these prehistoric-looking fish.

Chapter 11 discusses the important topic of fishing pressure and its effects on the resource. Most readers might not realize how much uncontrolled fishing pressure takes its toll, even in the wilds of the South American Amazon.

Not surprisingly, the author has faced political problems, plane predicaments and animal “attacks” while in the wilds of the Latin American jungle. Chapter 12 discusses his “adventures” in the bush - the near misses and the unfortunate “problemas.” Not to discourage readers, these are but commonplace situations in many less-developed countries.

Rainbow bass and interesting locales of Central America are detailed in Chapter 13. The last chapter, and perhaps the most important for those readers planning an overseas fishing trip, details “Outfitter Selection and Trip Planning.” This should be read carefully by those who have an interest in flying off to the best areas for the most exciting time of their life.

Readers will discover several interesting and informative appendices, including detailed information on the first book in the series, “Peacock Bass Explosions”, contact names and phone numbers, entry requirements, sample pre-trip info, itinerary, rates and an Outdoor Resource Directory.

It is improbable that readers would not learn something from Larry’s knowledge and experience with the exotics of Latin America. There are few, if any, writers more qualified or knowledgeable about such waters. Only a couple of anglers in the world have fished as many areas and caught as many giant peacock bass, payara and rainbow bass as Larry. Those who study these pages will expand their knowledge and not only learn how to enjoy the total South American experience, but also will be setting the hook much more often! -- Lilliam Morse Larsen
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INTRODUCTION - THE FIERCE EXOTICS ON TRIAL

You should not attempt to compare the peacock bass (or the rainbow bass) to any species of the true black bass family. There is no comparison. The peacock seems to be on steroids and pumped up to the max with adrenalin. Unless you have experienced your 40 or 50 pound test line being snapped by a monster peacock, you may not quite appreciate that statement.

Fish that kill and maim only because something is in their “space” are tough to reckon with. The territorial nature of the peacock is one of the things that makes them very special. Most of their strikes are not premeditated, so forget any “first degree” charges, but their crimes on tackle will be brutal and ruthless. And, if you are fishing one of the great topwater baits, you’ll be an eye-witness to the carnage.

A big topwater bait landing nearby just seems to “set” them off. Peacock bass literally go berserk and try to destroy the intruder. That’s not to say that a peacock cannot be temperamental. It may make several passes at a surface bait, nudging it or just creating a wash-tub size hole in the water for it to fall into, without actually getting its lips around the lure. A peacock may knock the plug up into a low hanging tree with a head butt.

Or, they may dart by the stationary topwater plug numerous times just to see if you can withstand the pressure of an impending strike . . . that may or may not ever happen. You can often turn the tables on such shenanigans by using a come-back lure that will get down to three or four feet below the surface. I detailed this tactic in my first book, “Peacock Bass Explosions” and won’t repeat it here.

[image: image]

A peacock bass will go berserk and try to destroy a huge topwater plug.

Rest assured, though, that submerged lures do attract a lot of peacock bass and can, on occasion, out-fish the topwaters. A pattern can be established for both peacock and rainbow bass, just like largemouth, although very few of the locals guides you’ll fish with understand such. I’ve caught giants in shallow water, in deep water and areas in between on a variety of lures, but some times are best for a particular depth, lure and presentation. The most productive anglers will look beyond the guide leading them from one spot to another and try to figure out why the exotic bass are at a particular place and why they are not at others.

[image: image]

The rainbow bass of Central America are tougher adversaries than any members of the black bass family.

At times, it is difficult to make the exotic bass strike. Fishing pressure, as noted in my chapter on the subject in this text, can turn them off. So can rapidly rising or falling water levels. The best peacock bass fishing is almost always in stable or slightly falling water conditions during the dry season. That’s when they tear up your lures, break your heaviest lines and melt your nerves of steel. They will show no mercy.

The peacock (and its cousin rainbow bass) will never be considered innocent. They have “guilt” emblazoned all over their body. And when caught, they will do about anything to escape. They don’t like the thought of being captured. And the Amazon jungle natives certainly couldn’t afford a “dream team” to get them released.

Like the peacock, the menacing payara is a bomb waiting to go off once hooked. With their “teeth from hell”, they can cut heavy lines and make your plug look as though it had a meeting with a chainsaw. When they clamp down on the lure, they often won’t let go. That makes it difficult to set the hook; they are just nailed to the plug. The long teeth go into it, and you cannot shift the lure in their mouth and move the hook for a good hook set. A giant payara can fight for awhile and you think you’ve got it hooked when, in fact, the fish has just clamped down on the lure. The hooks may be outside its mouth.

[image: image]

The “River Demon”, more commonly known as the payara, is a slasher that can destroy the heaviest of tackle.

Payara will slash at and strike anything that swims, including peacock bass. Friend T.O. McLean of Odessa, TX has seen the fanged fish come up and swallow three pound peacock
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