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Introduction: Chapter 1
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Are you planning a trip to India? If yes, you should take the help of these samples of travel plans. This volume gives some pictorial trips to Sikkim's popular and offbeat tourist spots. It shows the arrival & departure time, details on the type of transport, the destination, activities while reaching the goal & so on, and also the mode of travelling along with the method of transportation and name of the travel companies. In addition, they carry details of the vehicles to be used for transportation, including the start and destination times. These itineraries also provide information about accommodation and their website. After visiting our travelogues on YouTube and reading our posts on Facebook and our travel books on Amazon, many of my subscribers have requested sample itineraries of different travel destinations. Therefore, we present an itinerary of 12 days, with approximate expenditures, links for booking hotels, transportation, etc. I am providing information in Word format. 

For me, there is nothing like luxury travel. Travel is, by default, a luxury. However, discovering unknown places inspired me to get out, see the world, and enjoy the benefits of travelling. So, with my small endeavour, I have tried to teach my readers some ideas of exploring, dreaming, and discovering. 

St. Augustine once wrote a famous quote:

"The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page."

Also, there is another quote by Sandra Lake which says, "With age comes wisdom. With travel comes understanding."

Lao Tzu once said, "A thousand miles journeys must begin with a single step."

We live in a fantastic world full of beauty, charm, and adventure, and unless you go out, how can you discover those things. So in my little effort, I have tried to remove the fear of travelling through sample itineraries. So please jump in and start your journey and enjoy the world. And I never say, "A good traveller has no fixed plans," and good planning saves you from harassment.

When preparing for a trip, we research items all over the internet. We review several articles and blogs to gather enough information to ensure that we can prepare ourselves for that city or country.

For any successful budget travel, sound planning is a must. We plan our visit at least six months before our visit starts. Then, we fix our budget and select the best places we want to visit. For planning our visit, we find out the details of the following points.

Medical Insurance: 

For tours abroad, medical insurances for all travellers are a must. We carry our regular medicines and health care items for sudden requirements.

Essential Items: 

We always keep a list of essential items ready for carrying with us in our luggage. The list may be as below:

Food Items: 

• Teabags 

• Sugar-free pouches

•  Biscuits 

• Salties

Apparel and Daily Use: 

• Waist belt (if necessary)

•  Kneecaps

•  Innerwear

•  Under-wears

•  Nightdress

•  Pants

•  Shirts

•  Woollen inner /sweater+ Jackets 

• Sandals

•  Hand sanitiser 

• Toothbrush 

• and toothpaste

Cameras and Accessories: 

• Camera

•  battery chargers

• cards 

• Mobile and mobile chargers

•  Powerpack/power bank

•  Multiplug and international adaptor

•  Backpack 

Important Documents: 

• Transportation tickets

•  Emergency contact nos.

• Collect three hotel cards for each of you to show if you are lost.

•  Keep copies of all the documents, like passport, air ticket, country passes, hotel bookings, itineraries, and medical and travel insurance, in your email.
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Sikkim: Chapter 2
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Sikkim is a state in North East India bordered by Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal, and West Bengal. Sikkim is the second smallest State in India and the least populated. It is a part of the Eastern Himalayas and is notable for its alpine and subtropical climates. Mount Kangchenjunga is the highest peak in India and the third-highest on Earth. The Khangchendzonga National Park covers more than one-third of the State. The Namgyal dynasty in the 17th century established the Kingdom of Sikkim. A Buddhist priest-king, Chogyal ruled Sikkim. After India's independence in 1947, Sikkim continued its protectorate status with the Republic of India. In 1975, the people dethroned the monarchy, and Sikkim joined India as its 22nd State. Sikkim is the most literate State and has the highest per capita income among Himalayan states. The State's official languages are English, Nepali, Sikkimese, and Lepcha. English is taught in schools and used in government documents. The main religions are Hinduism and Buddhism. Sikkim's economy mainly depends on agriculture and tourism and is also among the fastest-growing economy in India.

Sikkim consists of four districts: East Sikkim, North Sikkim, South Sikkim, and West Sikkim. The capitals of these districts are Gangtok, Mangan, Namchi, and Gyalshing, respectively. Recently, the only airport in Sikkim was established in Pakyong, Gangtok. Gangtok is the capital of Sikkim and is the largest city.

To visit Sikkim, foreigners must obtain a Restricted Area Permit (RAP), previously known as InnerLine Permit, from Sikkim Tourism Officers on a valid Indian visa. All the details are available at the following link.

https://sikkimtourism.gov.in/Public/TravellerEssentials/pap

Sikkim is a brilliant mixture of culture, food, dress, language, religious faith, and traditions. The mind-boggling glacial lakes, waterfalls, Snow laden Himalayan peaks, Buddhist Monasteries, and beautiful hamlets have made Sikkim a tourist destination.

Covering Sikkim in one go is not difficult, but it may be time-consuming for some. That is why I have divided Sikkim into two circuits. The tour map of Circuit 1 is given below:

[image: image]

Sikkim My Map Circuit 1: Courtesy Google map

One can visit the link below to go to the above map online:

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1wOs0Kk43Gq8VDnqhnLfXnHutmv2nm4I&usp=sharing

In this circuit 1, we start from Gangtok (say M.G.Road), complete our tour at Singshore Suspension Bridge, and return to Gangtok.
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The tour map of Circuit 2 is given below:
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Sikkim My Map Circuit 2: Courtesy Google map

One can visit the link below to go to the above map online:

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1FxIzTXmpOZdw-KOgdswTgUerp7xd3cY&usp=sharing

In this circuit 2, we start from Gangtok (say M.G.Road), complete our tour at Zuluk, and return to Gangtok.
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Transport:

The cheapest way to travel in Sikkim is by bus and shared Jeep. But this may be time-consuming and require more time to cover the State. So, the best way is to hire a rental car. This book presents most of Sikkim's well-known and offbeat places. The State-run SNT Online runs the public transport system in Sikkim for main stations, where one can book bus tickets online, whose link is given below:

https://sntonline.sikkim.gov.in/#bus-services

One can purchase bus tickets from the bus stand directly to other places. The bus schedule of the SNT division can be found at the following link:

https://sntd.in/PDF/BusSchedule.pdf

For hiring a rental cab, one can book from the following links. It is safest to book from Sikkim Tourism. There are tours from one day to 8/9 days:

1. Pinasa Tours and Travels, 9434203637, 8617080898

2. http://sikkimtourism.gov.in/Public/index

3.  https://www.esikkimtourism.in/gangtok-tour-packages/

Accommodation:

One can opt for hotels, homestays, B&B, or apartments to stay in the cities and towns of Sikkim. Sikkim tourism also provides information on stay facilities in most of these places. Their link is given below:

http://sikkimtourism.gov.in/Public/TravellerEssentials/Accomodations

However, I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

	https://www.trivago.com/



For comparison of rents


	https://www.booking.com/

	https://www.makemytrip.com/
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Gangtok: Chapter 3
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From this chapter to Chapter 8, I shall describe Circuit 1, the map and the places described in Chapter 2. In this circuit 1, we start from Gangtok (say M.G.Road), complete our tour at Singshore Suspension Bridge, and return to Gangtok. 

Gangtok is the capital and most populous city of Sikkim, and it is in the Eastern Himalayan range at an elevation of 1650 metres. Situated in the higher range of the Himalayas, and round-the-year mild climate has made Sikkim one of the most sought-after tourist places. With the construction of the Enchey Monastery in 1840, Gangtok became very prominent as a famous Buddhist pilgrimage. The rular of Sikkim, Thutob Namgyal, transferred the capital to Gangtok from Tumlong in 1894. Gangtok became a major trade centre on the trade route between Lhasa in Tibet and rest of India in the early 20th century.  In 1975, Sikkim became a part of India. Two rivers, Roro Chu and Ranikhola, flow on the East and West sides of Gangtok. Both the rivers meet at Ranipul and then flow south as Ranikhola and meet the Teesta River at Singtam. 28209 feet high, Mount Kanchenjunga is the world's third-highest peak visible from Gangtok towards the west. Densely forested regions surround Gangtok with poplar, birch, oak and elm forests and evergreen, coniferous trees. Orchids are common and rare varieties are featured in flower shows in the city. Gangtok becomes more colourful in November and December with the blooming of sunflowers, marigolds, poinsettia and other flowers.

Gangtok is the main centre of Sikkim Tourism








	https://cabbazar.com/taxi/siliguri-to-gangtok

	https://www.wizzride.com/wizztour/siliguri-to-gangtok/

	Pinasa Tours and Travels, 9434203637, 8617080898
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