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Is time travel possible? Can man travel to the future or the past? Or can one transcend reality to experience entirely new dimensions of existence?

The most general definition of time travel is the ability to journey to any temporal period or location of your choosing based on your own volition. While contemporary science merely theorizes about the phenomenon, Islamic mysticism (Sufism) has quietly experienced this reality for over a millennium through the extraordinary spiritual faculties of its saints.

In this material world, we live a life of limited knowledge and experience, enslaved to worldliness. A century ago, everyday technologies like mobile phones, television, and the internet were considered far-fetched, impossible concepts featured in science fiction stories. Time travel faces a very similar reception today. Although this has not been definitively proven by modern science, the countless films, books, and articles dedicated to the subject over the years demonstrate that traveling through time is far from impossible.

Scientific theories predict that time travel is possible when we approach and exceed the speed of light. Science will, of course, put forward new theories every day and will try to prove them by experimentation. Angels, when evaluating the vast celestial distances they traverse relative to time, possess an operational velocity that vastly transcends hundreds of billions of kilometers per second. And we do not have any information that the Angels have traveled in time. Perhaps speed is not a sufficient factor for time travel (or intergalactic journey). From a more optimistic scientific and metaphysical viewpoint, achieving unimaginable physical speeds may not even be a prerequisite for traveling through time. Scientific developments may offer us more practical ways. Leaving the part of the issue that concerns science to science, I will deal with the Islamic and Sufi and logical aspects. 

I built the time-traveling issue on two main ideas.

Firstly, I have mentioned in my previous works that the miracles of the prophets mentioned in the Qur'an are an incentive and a whip for mankind. If mankind works, they can realize miracles similar to the miracles in the prophets' stories through science and technique.

I have used the miracles of the saints as a reference to the issue. The charismatic marvels (karamat) of the saints are profoundly diverse, and I have selectively focused only on those directly relevant to our thesis.

Time traveling performed with scientific means will have common denominators with the miracles of the saints but will present many differences.

There may be those who do not believe in the miracles to be mentioned following pages, but each of them is a possible event.

The spiritual stations and dimensions of each saint (awliya) differ extensively; hence, not all saints manifest identical marvels. For conceptual clarity, I have chosen to generalize these phenomena without explicitly naming specific figures.

People can realize the time traveling that the saints do as a miracle with the advancement of technology.

The second idea is that, in my opinion, shortly before the end of the world, some doors to the unseen worlds will be opened. Probably time traveling will also be possible to some extent.

We believe in the invisible and witness the visible. Hazrat Abdulkadir Geylani had watched Israfil in the sky while he was on the ground. His faith ascended to the sublime degree of direct spiritual witnessing (shuhud). While ordinary believers accept the existence of angels through faith, Abdulkadir Geylani became an experiential witness to their presence through direct metaphysical vision. With the advancement of science and technology, we will believe in some unseen realms and beings at the degree of shuhud. Especially the jinn. Human beings could communicate with jinns and use them in certain areas.

And will the secret of the test not be broken?

If it were today, the secret of the test would be broken, but when it comes to the ummah of the apocalypse, things are different.  You know that the apocalypse will break suddenly. So why will humanity still be caught entirely off guard when the sun ultimately rises from the west? Upon this cosmic event, society will experience brief panic, but institutional scientific explanations will promptly be engineered to normalize the phenomenon, leading the secularized masses to claim that the apocalypse is merely an astronomical anomaly detached from divine decree. In the same way, if the doors of the realm of the unseen are opened, they will say that it has nothing to do with religion, it is the triumph of science.

We have expressed another one of the fitnah of the end times, which is to keep science and religion separate and to prefer science to religion. In fact, both are two rivers fed from the same source. The material universe, investigated by science, is a book originating from Allah's attribute of power, and the Qur'an is a book emerging from Allah's attribute of kalam.

I have made some quotations from Hazrat Bediuzzaman Said Nursi's Risale-i Nur collection. However, I preferred to transfer the meaning of most of the quotations instead of the full English translation. Indeed, reading Said Nursi's wonderful treatises from translations lacks the profound linguistic depth and spiritual flavor of their original Turkish version. My earnest advice to readers interested in Risale-i Nur is to acquire a foundational understanding of the Turkish language to study these treatises in their original tongue, rather than relying solely on translations. Even if you do not fully understand what you read, your soul, heart, and conscience get their share. This is a recommendation to increase your benefit. You can also benefit from translations. I recommend two publishing houses for those who want to obtain both translated and Turkish-printed Risale-i Nur works. One is Envar Neşriyat and the other is Türkiye Diyanet Vakfı Publications. 
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It is possible to see many examples in the Islamic literature that the awliya, who are profound in the spiritual field, traveled both in the past and in the future time during their spiritual journeys.

In time travel theories, there are generally two ideas about traveling to the past. One is that you can go to the past and watch events but you cannot touch them. The other one means that if you can watch the past, you can touch it. This second view also gives rise to some paradoxes.

Traveling to the future time seems to be more possible. Therefore, I will not talk about traveling in the future time.

The saints can both watch and touch the past. There is no paradox. The main reason for this is that they do not act on behalf of their nafs/ego.

I would like to give an example of intervening in past events without giving the name of the awliya and the details of the event since I cannot find the source and I do not remember the event exactly. A great friend of Allah protected his mother from a malicious man before he was born. A man who followed the saint's mother in a deserted place intending to do evil heard a voice. (the incident may have happened in another way. This is how I remember it.) The man got scared and went away from there. One day, the awliya reminded his mother of this incident and informed her
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