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      When five abandoned puppies were found behind Victoria Square, merchants and Artisan Alley vendors scrambled to claim them. But one of those adoptions hasn't worked out. Katie Bonner has one week to find Lily a new home or she’ll be turned in to a kill shelter. When one door after another slams in her face, Katie fears she won’t be able to stop what seems inevitable, as the only person interested in saving Lily has plans that would destroy this sweet dog’s nature.

      

      Will Katie prevail or is Lily doomed to never find her furever home?
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      Katie Bonner, owner/manager of Artisans Alley, Victoria Square

      Rose Nash, Katie’s favorite vendor at Artisans Alley

      Ray Davenport, former sheriff’s office detective, owner of Wood You gift shop

      Vance Ingram: vendor at Artisans Alley and Katie’s assistant manager

      Nick Ferrell, co-owner of Sassy Sally’s Bed & Breakfast, married to Don Parsons

      Don Parsons, co-owner of Sassy Sally’s Bed & Breakfast, married to Nick Farrell

      Seth Landers, Attorney at Law and Katie’s honorary big brother

      Brad Andrews, manager-chef at the Telicious tea room on Victoria Square

      Ann Tanner, co-owner of Tanner’s Coffee & Baked Goods, on Victoria Square

      Nona Fiske, owner of The Quiet Quilter, on Victoria Square

      Moonbeam Caruthers, owner of The Flower Child florist and boutique, on Victoria Square
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      It was a blustery Tuesday in early February and Katie Bonner, who’d been working for hours on the computer in her cramped office at Artisans Alley, needed to stretch her legs. On days like this, the customers would be few and far between. She walked along the main aisle in the big showroom and as she approached cash desk one she knew something was bothering her favorite vendor at the arts and crafts arcade she managed. Artisans Alley was the anchor that grounded the charming shopping district known as Victoria Square in the village of McKinlay Mill, New York.

      Rose Nash, somewhere in her mid-seventies—and at least forty years older than Katie—was as dependable as the sun rising in the east. While only required to work two days a month at the alley, Rose could usually be found manning one of the Alley’s registers four or five days a week. As a widow, she had a lot of hours to fill and enjoyed the camaraderie she shared with her fellow vendors, as well as the need to feel useful. Most of her friends were also vendors at the Alley and Katie was pleased to be counted among them.

      As was her habit between customers, Rose held a romance novel before her, but her gaze seemed to be fixed on nothing. A pang of sympathy coursed through Katie. Rose’s heart had been broken just after the holidays when her friend, Walter, had suffered a stroke. While he’d made good progress in the weeks that followed, he and his family decided it would be best if he joined them in Rhode Island. It made sense since Walter’s daughters were both nurses and could oversee his recovery, but that meant the future Rose and Walter had seen for themselves would never materialize.

      Katie stepped forward and cleared her throat. “Is everything okay, Rose?”

      Rose seemed to shake herself and her somber expression made a quick transformation into a smile. “Yes. Everything’s peachy keen,” she said brightly. But if she felt so sprightly, why didn’t her posture mimic her good mood? “Why do you ask?”

      “I don’t know. I guess you’ve seemed preoccupied these last few days.”

      Rose stood just a little taller, her brow furrowing. “Me, preoccupied? Why would you think that?”

      Katie shrugged. “I dunno. You just looked so thoughtful.”

      “Oh, I’ve got lots of thoughts,” Rose remarked, but if she did, she didn’t seem inclined to share them.

      “So how are you and Lily making out?” Katie asked.

      Three months before, the Ally’s assistant manager, Vance Ingram, had found a litter of Australian Shepherd-mix pups abandoned in the warehouse behind Victoria Square. Rose was the first to claim one of the five puppies. Within an hour, the rest had found homes with other vendors, merchants, or a friend  of the Square. Lily and her littermates were now five months old.

      Cute as they were, Katie hadn’t claimed one for her own. She lived in a studio apartment over the Square’s tea room, Tealicious, which she co-owned with her late husband’s mother, Margo. That space was already strained to the limits by herself and her two cats, Mason and Della.

      So if Rose was so happy, why did she look so desolate?

      “Is there a problem?” Katie probed.

      Rose’s eyes widened, her expression growing tense. “Well, it’s just that….”

      She said no more.

      “Just what?” Katie prodded.

      Rose’s gaze dipped and she shook her head.

      “Rose?” Katie asked, growing alarmed.

      Rose sighed and shook her head. “Lily doesn’t like me.”

      “What do you mean?” Dogs always love their owners…unless they were afraid.

      A sudden coldness wrapped around Katie’s heart. But she couldn’t imagine Rose being cruel to any animal or person. So why did Rose look so guilty?

      “When I see Nick Farrell—” one of the proprietors of Sassy Sally’s Bed & Breakfast at the east end of Victoria Square, “—and Ray Davenport—” a retired sheriff’s office detective and now the owner of the Wood U gift shop on the south side of the Square, “walking Lily’s sisters, I feel guilty.”

      Rose had trained for walk-a-thons and was downright spry for her age. So…what was the problem?

      Katie asked.

      “With all my other responsibilities, I just don’t have time for her.”

      “You don’t have to be here at the Alley as much. Surely you could spend more time—”

      “She’s not housebroken. She’s chewed up my couch. She pulls on the leash and has nearly knocked me down several times,” Rose said, rather forcefully. She took a breath as though to fortify herself. “I’ve decided to turn Lily into the humane society.”

      Katie’s eyes widened in horror, knowing the local shelter was a kill facility. That meant, if the dog wasn’t adopted after a certain period of time, it would be euthanized.

      “Please don’t do that, Rose,” Katie implored. “There has to be an alternative.”

      “Like what?”

      “Like finding her a new home.”

      Rose’s expression soured. “She’s not an adorable little puppy anymore. She’s a strong-willed teenager and I just can’t handle her. Who else is going to take her on?”

      “Well, we won’t know until we start asking.”

      Rose immediately brightened. “Then you’ll find Lily a new home?”

      Katie started. “Me?”

      “You did say we,” Rose reminded her.

      She had indeed.

      “Who will you ask first?” Rose asked eagerly.

      “I don’t know. I’ll have to think about it.”

      “Well don’t think too long. I’ve given myself a timeline. One week.”

      “Or?”

      Rose shrugged. “Then I’ll have to take her to the shelter.”

      Katie was beginning to wish she’d stayed in her office. But the thought that sweet Lily might be facing execution, she knew she would have to do her best to find the pooch a new home.

      “I guess I could put out some feelers.”

      “Good. I’ll be happy to interview whoever you find.”

      “Interview?” Katie asked.

      “You don’t think I’m going to turn my dog over to just anybody, do you?”

      Katie scowled but refrained from answering.

      Returning to her office, the first thing Katie did was log onto the Internet to see if she could find local dog rescue organizations who’d be willing to take in the dog. There were several within the region, but as she called each one, she was told the same sad story: they were full. They had no one to foster dogs to get them ready to find their forever homes. There were just too many unwanted animals—cats, dogs, gerbils, you name it. The problem was exacerbated after the holidays when too many people gave pets as gifts that weren’t wanted or were more work than anticipated. It looked like the county humane society was about Katie’s only option. Sadly, it was the area’s largest kill shelter. But, it was said, they often had a dearth of dogs because—surprise—people didn’t like to think about animals being euthanized. Sadly, most of the dogs they had available for adoption were elderly, so it was entirely possible Lily would have a good chance at finding a home.

      Katie wasn’t willing to take the gamble. And she felt even more guilty thinking about the senior dogs sitting in cages
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