
Series of work by the same author:

––––––––

Perilous Times 

In Pursuit of God 

The Holy Spirit 

The Disciple of God 

Deliverance 

Crossroads to Freedom 

The Kingdom of God 

The Prophetic 

Apologetics

End-Time Remnant

Shaking of the Church Part Two: The Threshing Floor

––––––––

This is a distributed edition from Avishua Ministries. 

The author’s intellectual property rights are protected by international Copyright law. You are licensed to use this digital copy strictly for your personal enjoyment only: it must not be redistributed or offered for sale in any form.

Scriptures quotes from the New Kings James Bible, Amplified, and the New International Version.

http://avishuaministries.wixsite.com/avishua

https://authorriaan.co.za/


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

A time of falling away

Reset our understanding of ministry

The absence of light, love and life

Threshing floor: separation by fire

Remember Shiloh

Remain free in Jesus

We need a God-encounter and a revelation

Time to stand on the rock of Jesus

Great discernment required in times of a tsunami of prophetic word

The Lord gives hope in a darken world

The call to walk in the fear of the Lord

Speak the Truth of God Fearlessly

Do not fear, for the Lord reigns!

Heeding the Lord’s discipline in times of apostasy

God is surely on the move

Stay true to yourself, your mandate, your calling

The importance of the outpouring of the Spirit

It will be as in the days of Acts, key lessons to be learned

Time of great revival

The great move of the Holy Spirit

I pledge my allegiance to Jesus

Wherever the King is, may we also be

It is time for the church to move and to decide

Adopting persistent faith

Walking in the reality of a victorious lord

Remain connected to the Lord

The days of mocking God

Jesus is the truth

Submitting to God for a breakthrough

Walk the narrow road and deny the self to be victorious

Heed the devious winds that blow

Wondrous Salvation

Connoisseur of the Word

Sign up for Riaan Engelbrecht's Mailing List

Also By Riaan Engelbrecht

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

A time of falling away
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MORE THAN EVER, THERE is a choice to be made – either we are living for God or we will remain enslaved to a cruel world.  We are called by Jesus to walk the narrow road, to deny the Self, to take up the Cross, and to love the Lord above all. It says in "Matthew 7:13-14: [The Narrow and Wide Gates] “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." 

Take note that the road of the Lord leads to life. He is the Way. There is no other way to life. Not the way of money. Not the way of status or power. It is the way of the cross. It says in Mark 8:34: [The Way of the Cross]: "Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 'Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me." 

So what is the strategy of the devil (consider that he is quite unoriginal)? The devil wants the exact opposite to happen as commanded by the Lord – he wants us to walk the wide road, exalt the Self, to throw down the Cross and deny the Lord.

Sadly, we see the devil's strategy in full operation throughout the world and yes, even in churches. We can understand the world will continue to reject the Lord and His ways, but when we see it happening in churches, then you know we are truly in the days of the great falling away. 

After all, when we are no longer preaching sin or iniquity, we ultimately take away the need for redemption by the Blood; thus, we cast down the cross. We cast down the cross when we deny we need a Saviour and a Master when we become our gods (New Age teaching), and we wish to become masters of our fate. 

In churches, there is a whole lot of pride and self-glorification taking place as man continues to build his kingdom of splendour, yet fails to build the Kingdom of God. This also happened in the days of the prophet Haggai, when man's glory took priority over God's House. Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 6 (a forgotten Scripture it seems): “5 And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you."

The Lord is in Matthew 5, calling for humility and an end to self-exaltation. Yet everywhere you look, pastors, ministers, and church leaders are exalting themselves by going very public on all kinds of platforms to show the world "what they are doing and how wonderful it is what they are doing and how great they are". One may argue that such blatant public exaltation is to the glory of God. Let us just be honest. Most of the time, it is the exaltation of the Self. Let us just admit it, churches are saturated with pride, egos and the love for the Self. The Lord must increase in us, not the Self. The disciples in the days of Acts walked in the glory of the Lord, for they denied the Self and only sought to glorify Jesus. Is this happening? Why then is there such a craze over titles, over how big a congregation is, and why is there such a big move to build reputations? 

We live in an era of celebrity pastors. Social media has amplified this exponentially. Pastors have brands, hashtags, merchandise lines, and fan bases. Churches are marketed like corporations. 

When people attend for him rather than for Jesus - we've crossed into idolatry. And idolatry always, eventually, leads to abuse.

After all, it is not what man thinks of us, but what God thinks of us. It is all about speaking the Lord's Truth, for the power lies in the Blood. There is no freedom in our truth, but only in the Truth of Jesus.

Remember the words of Jesus when He said in "Matthew 10:33 

"But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven." 

How do we betray Jesus? There are indeed many ways, such as not feeding the hungry, taking care of the poor but ultimately we betray Jesus when we betray the Truth, for Jesus is the Truth. We betray the Truth when we fail to walk in His Truth when we fail to speak His Truth and to stand on His Truth.

2 Peter 2: False Teachers and Their Destruction: 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

And also "2 Timothy 4: 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths." 

Ultimately, the Church is facing a crossroads. We need to choose - either we are going to walk with God, thus the narrow path that leads to life, or the path of the world that is mastered by the devil. There is no third path. Matthew 6: 24 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

We all have a choice to make in life. It is a choice about which master we will choose. In the end, we will all serve someone. It will either be the Lord or the devil. There are ultimately only these two choices. Even if we claim to be agnostic or an atheist, we still choose the devil, for then we deny the Sovereignty and the Majesty of Christ.

The strategy of the devil remains simple, yet daily, people fall for it, and daily, some believers fall into his trap. We need to deny the Self, turn away from evil, turn away from Egypt and seek the Way of the Lord lest we be overpowered by destruction.

2 Timothy 3: 1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. 6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.

It is time to choose, for the shaking of the Lord comes.

The church needs to wake up to the fact that we are in serious warfare and need watchmen on the wall. Fervent intercession will result in many 24 hour prayer meetings. 

Joel 2 will be a theme. Serious times require serious prayer. God is calling the church to rise up and crush the works of the enemy. This is a season of boldness. The victory has been secured and the seed of the woman has crushed the serpent's head. Now we must be the army that enforces the victory in the earth. 
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Reset our understanding of ministry 
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ONE DAY, THE LORD PLACED it on my heart that it was time to deconstruct ministry. Before we get to deconstruction, consider the following: What was the ministry of the Apostle Paul called? Or Peter? They had no ministry in the way we define ministry. Yet, in modern Christianity, we have all fallen for the trap of labelling what God has called us to do. By labelling a ministry, it becomes about us, and it becomes about what God has called us to do. Shouldn’t it be all about God?

1 Corinthians 3, “5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

Ultimately, it is always about God, and not us. It is not about our ministry. Yes, we must be obedient to what God calls us to do, but we do so in service of the King and to fulfil His work and purpose. Sadly, these days ministry is really about US – the believer. We feed this monster of ministry with our pride. Our relationship with God becomes warped because we want Him to sustain the ministry that we built (based on our ill-perceived ideas and notions).

Just look at books written by Christians. Their picture is on the front cover. When there is a campaign, or an outreach, or something to do with ministry, then posters carry the face of the speaker or presenter. Ministry has become about man, and ministry has been hijacked for man’s purposes, desires and needs. Sadly, ministry has become the means to accumulate wealth, to become popular and to gain a following. 

We need to let go of the pride and the ego. We need to devalue this monster of ministry. We serve God and not ourselves. Just as Jesus never told us to build church buildings, we are never admonished to name our churches or even ministries. Yet, we have all done it. We end up adding all the bells and whistles to OUR ministry, and so it becomes about our needs and wants instead of following God’s will. If it is not God’s way, it is religion in action. Ministry is fed by our flesh and desires. God has called us to fulfil the Great Commission, yet in our pursuit of ministry, we entrap ourselves in ministry and all its religious ramifications and entrapments. We are so focused on our ministries that we have lost touch with the simplicity of the Great Commission and what it means to be a disciple who follows the Lord in Spirit and truth. The apostles won’t be bothered about labelling and forming ministries as we know them; they simply wanted to serve the Lord and do as Jesus commanded.

R.C. Sproul, in The Holiness of God, said: “A superficial style of nonconformity is the classical pharisaical trap. The kingdom of God is not about buttons, movies, or dancing. The concern of God is not focused on what we eat or what we drink. The call of nonconformity is a call to a deeper level of righteousness that goes beyond externals. When piety is defined exclusively in terms of externals, the whole point of the apostle’s teaching has been lost. Somehow we have failed to hear Jesus’ words that it is not what goes into a person’s mouth that deflies a person, but what comes out of that mouth. We still want to make the kingdom a matter of eating and drinking.” 

We have made ministry superficial because it has become about the tangible and the temporary. It has become about “eating and drinking”. It has become about social media followings. It has become about popularity, church attendance, and so many other things that have nothing to do with the Kingdom of God. Ministry is about serving God. It is about the eternal and glorious Kingdom of God. Yes, we have hijacked ministry to inflate our ego and to become charismatic motivational gurus!

Sadly, many in leadership would take the calling of Paul (if this were their mandate) and turn it into a million-dollar business of fame and fortune. Can we not see how we have turned the spotlight on ourselves and failed to shine the light of God? If in our pursuit of ministry, we steal the limelight, instead of being the light of Jesus to lead the broken and the lost out of the storms of depravity and decadence. How can we shine the light of Jesus when our ego longs to be the focus of attention? Make no mistake, the cult of celebrity is alive and well in many churches across the world. Ministry has become the platform to drive our insatiable thirst for self-glory and exaltation. We need to deconstruct the ministry lest we self-implode in our arrogance.

A mission statement can be described as a summary of an organisation’s core purpose, focus, and aim. This includes key objectives. A vision statement is a description of the desired future state of the organisation. When Jesus departed, He gave the church (the ecclesia) a clear mission statement. It is the statement of Matthew 28, which speaks of the Great Commission. The church is not an organisation or a company, even though many have turned into one, but a living organism of believers collectively serving the will and purpose of a loving and living God. And what is the Great Commission, therefore, the mission? Go and make disciples so that the world may be told of Jesus and, therefore, be saved. It is not about building fancy buildings, becoming rich or famous, or building our ministry brand or product.

Hudson Taylor, a British Baptist Christian missionary to China, said: “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.” Yes, it is a command. Jesus didn’t advise us to reach the world by making disciples, but it was an instruction. What is the purpose of the Great Commission? To win souls for Christ! What is the purpose of the church? To win souls and then to make disciples of them! The church has no other mission than to tell the world of Christ and to make disciples. It is a simple instruction from our Master, yet one the church has half-heartedly followed as it follows its own pursuits and desires. 

We are more concerned about building our ministries as a product or brand than serving God in truth and in faithfulness. This is why we are allowing religion and man-made ideas and traditions to enslave us. Make no mistake, the invention of ministry as we know it is an invention of man. God never told us to label or ministry and formularise or institutionalise it. Yes, we have a calling, or a mandate or a purpose, but just as we have religiously institutionalised church, we do so with our “ministry”. 

Oswald Jeffrey Smith, a Canadian pastor, said: “Any church that is not seriously involved in helping fulfill the Great Commission has forfeited its biblical right to exist.” How can we be the church if the Great Commission is not our burning desire? Are we here then for our own needs or to obey God by winning the lost? Athanasius Yohan, the founder and president of GFA World earlier known as Gospel for Asia, said: “Rediscover the real meaning of the Great Commission. Beginning in our own prayer and devotional lives, we must begin to feel the compassion of the Lord for a lost and dying world. As we have already seen, the Great Commission is not something that was given to a tiny group of specially trained and educated envoys. It was given to all Christians—to the whole Church. It is something that we are all to be engaged in naturally every day.” John Wesley so adamantly declared: “You have one business on earth – to save souls.”

We are called to engage in God’s business, which is to save souls by making disciples of them. God’s business is our business, this should be our priority, our mandate, and our calling. We expect God to bless our business when it is not His business! The main thing of the ecclesia is very clear. Making disciples. Who is a disciple? Anyone who follows Jesus. The first disciples were so effective in their duty of fulfilling the Great Commission because they stuck to the mission. The mission is the mission of Christ, never man. The entire Body of Christ, consisting of many believers, has one mission, which is the Great Commission. There is no other mission. Any other mission is man-centred and man-focused. The first century disciples understood that it is all about being on a mission to fulfil the mission of the Great Commission.

The problem is, the church is constantly going off-track, not keeping the main thing the main thing. There is one Body, one faith, one Spirit and one mission. God has empowered believers with different abilities, gifts and callings, but for collectively fulfilling the mission of Christ. So often you hear that a church says they have this mission or that mission, but there is only one mission. If we do not follow the mission of Christ, then we are surely not disciples of the Lord. Surely this first-century church was so effective because they sought to fulfil the Great Commission, and nothing else. It was about reaching all tongues and tribes, telling them of Jesus and making them into disciples. It is not good enough to simply tell someone about Christ; you have to make disciples of them.

The church of today has lost track of its main mission because we have been influenced by the world and its ideas. We are more concerned about our business of staying faithful to our brand or product than we have lost sight of God. We are too busy building our kingdoms, running as businesses, instead of making disciples! Our ideals, mission and motive are many times man-centred or earthly bound, instead of seeking the ways, the truth and the life of the Kingdom. The problem was that many Jews, and maybe even Judas, made the mistake of making the Kingdom of God of this earth. And we still make the same mistake today. We want to drag the Kingdom down to our level, instead of meeting God. There is thus the necessity to follow the principles of how to lead a life of a true disciple as taught by Jesus Christ. We need to know what the Kingdom is and to pursue it, for then all shall be added. We receive God’s blessings when we abide in Him and live according to His ways. 

Ever heard of the word “deconstruction”? It is a term that has increasingly been used in evangelical circles, especially over the past decade. It has different meanings in different contexts. It has technical meanings in certain academic contexts and various informal meanings when current and former evangelicals use it to describe their (or others’) faith experiences.

In the 1960s, a French philosopher named Jacques Derrida (1930–2004) began to advocate for a postmodern philosophy of language and its relationship to our conceptions of meaning that he called “deconstruction.” It is an abstruse philosophy and notoriously difficult (some say impossible) to summarise. Derrida himself refused to summarise deconstruction, claiming that his whole life’s work was a summary of his philosophy.

Over the decades since Derrida introduced his philosophy of deconstruction, the term has worked its way into the common vernacular, where it now generally mean “a critical dismantling of tradition and traditional modes of thought.” In other words, “deconstruction” has become a kind of shorthand term that, in addition to critically questioning traditional ways of thinking, also implies a refusal to recognise as authorities those who see themselves (or are perceived to see themselves) as ones who “claim to speak from a privileged perspective” about what truth is.

In the Christian world, this translates to critically questioning traditional modes of Christian belief, and often refusing to recognise as authorities those perceived as occupying privileged Christian institutional positions who “supposedly speak for God.” These days, deconstruction is seen as a critical dismantling of a person’s understanding of what it means to be an evangelical Christian. The “dismantling” can look quite different for different people. 

This all sounds very complicated, but the gist is quite simple. There are a lot of Christians who are experiencing a crisis of faith because they have started questioning God and their place in His world. There are usually a myriad of reasons why someone could suffer from such a faith crisis. They are deconstructing their faith, but not in a positive way. A lot of this stems from not being properly discipled. A lot of times we are taught the culture of church and the system of religion, instead of having a real and lasting relationship with God. Some believers are undergoing a process of deconstruction because their views, perceptions and ideas do not align with God or His Word. Again, this is due to a lack of proper discipleship. A culture of religion and churchanity breeds disillusionment. For this reason, they are losing their faith, for they are never really taught who God is and how to abide in Him.

This may be shocking to some, but not every believer knows God. They know of God. They know the church. They know the culture of religion. They may sort of know the Word. But the heartbeat of true spiritual life infused with the Spirit of God is lacking. So we are finding believers who are challenging fundamental truths of God, for example, the clear distinction of sexual orientation. Believers are swept aside by all kinds of deceptions and lies simply because their spiritual life is not grounded in Christ. And this is as a result of the flaw in discipleship.

They choose to strip away fundamental truths to suit their own needs and views. This is where deconstructing is dangerous, especially when it is done out of pride or rebellion. On the other hand, we should all be deconstructing our faith — not to challenge God, but to challenge religion and age-old man-made traditions. Our faith has become a cultural webbed into the tradition of the church. The band R.E.M. had a hit with Losing My Religion, and it reminds me that we all need to lose our religion and to find God again. The church finds itself in a dangerous place, for she has lost her identity, as we have systematically disengaged ourselves from the Vine to be engaged with religion and obsolete traditions. 

Yes, we need to deconstruct the ministry. We have to decide where we have gone wrong, or in other words, lost the path, so that we can return to the heart of God. One day, I saw a path in the woods, yet it was so overgrown with all kinds of bushes and undergrowth. God placed it in my spirit that we have lost His path – the narrow way – because we have allowed the undergrowth of religion, man-made traditions and ideas to blind us to the truth and to lead us astray. We are no longer following God’s path, for we have chosen to follow the path of religion and the world. We have neglected God’s way because of our religious pride, and so we have been more concerned about forging our way instead of knowing God’s way.

Granted, it is dangerous when some are in a process of critically dismantling historical orthodox Christian beliefs or rejecting the Word, in the pursuit of discovering an identity based on world views or religious narratives. What is healthy is when we deconstruct cultural influences that distort and redefine the faith in unbiblical, harmful ways. We need to dismantle the way we see church or ministry so that we are set free from the burdens of religion and man-made traditions.

I also went through a stage of deconstruction, not to question God, but to question religion. I questioned the culture of the church and the web of religion. I found myself eventually becoming detached from the web of lies and engaged in the truth of God. It was liberating, invigorating and a boost to the faith. Yet when we deconstruct by challenging God, then we are on the road to deconversion. We then find ourselves on dangerous seas where we can shipwreck our faith.

It is going to take a lot of boldness to deconstruct what we think if the right way. It can also only happen when we allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us on this journey. We must be careful that in our deconstruction, we do not lose sight of God and His grand design. The point of deconstruction is not spiritual abandonment, but spiritual deliverance from the bondages of religion and man-made traditions that weaken faith.

In the New Testament, ministry is seen as service to God and to other people in His name. Jesus provided the pattern for Christian ministry—He came, not to receive service, but to give it (see Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 13:1-17). The Christian should minister by meeting people’s needs with love and humility on Christ’s behalf (see Matthew 20:26; Mark 10:43; John 2:5,9; Acts 6:3; Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:10; Colossians 4:12). Christians are to minister to others out of their devotion to Christ and their love for others, whether the other people are believers or unbelievers. Ministry to others should be impartial and unconditional, always seeking to help others as Jesus would.

The ministry in our day has taken on more of a vocational meaning as we call pastors "ministers" to full-time service. Pastors do spend their lives in the ministry, they do minister to others, and they can rightly be designated as ministers, but pastors are not the only ones who are to be involved in ministry. From the early New Testament churches to the churches of our day, each Christian should be in the ministry of helping others (see Romans 12:3-8, 10-13; 2 Timothy 2:24-26).

The concept of Christian ministry originated from Jesus Christ's life and teachings, which emphasised service and sacrifice. The Great Commission, where Jesus instructs his followers to make disciples of all nations, provides a foundational mission for Christian ministry, and the Apostle Paul further expands on this by describing diverse roles designed to equip believers for service. The foundation of Christian ministry is Jesus, who is described in the Gospels as teaching, healing, feeding the hungry, and ultimately giving his life in service to others. The core principles of ministry are the Greatest Commandment to love God and love your neighbor, and the Great Commission to make disciples and teach others. Ministry involves serving others with love and humility, meeting their needs on Christ's behalf, and is often described as a sacrificial and selfless act. The Apostle Paul identified various roles within the church to equip believers, including apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.

So yes, we can all agree that ministry is Biblical, yet let us again consider the question of Paul having a ministry. The concept of ministry has always been very simple: to serve. Yet, ministry has evolved into a religious monster, where people are now setting up ministries all over the show. We have ultimately turned ministry into a religion and an idol. Ministry is no longer really about serving the Body of Christ or fulfilling the Great Commission, but it is about setting up a platform where man can be exalted. Ministry in its modern form is religion in action. It is defined by rules, regulations and traditions, instead of simply being about serving others. Because of ministry, we have turned the Gospel into a product, and our churches into a brand.

Ministry has sadly opened the gateway for spiritual abuse, which isn't random. It follows predictable patterns rooted in psychology, sociology, and an understanding of human vulnerability. Those who do not have a true heart for the Kingdom but only exalt themselves are seen as wolves in sheep’s clothing. They aren't just spiritually deceptive - they're psychologically sophisticated predators who've studied human nature and exploit it mercilessly.

The foundation of all religious control is this: replacing your relationship with God with dependence on a mediator. In healthy Christianity, leaders point you to direct communion with Christ. In abusive systems, leaders insert themselves as necessary intermediaries. They become your spiritual GPS, your interpreter of God's will, your source of approval. And once they've positioned themselves there, they own you. This isn't new. The Pharisees did it. The Catholic Church did it during the Dark Ages (requiring priests to mediate between you and God). Cults do it. And many evangelical, charismatic, and fundamentalist churches do it today - they've just rebranded the tactics with contemporary language. "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus." - 1 Timothy 2:5. One mediator. Not your pastor. Not your prophet. Not your spiritual father. Christ alone. Any ministry that positions itself between you and Jesus is operating in deception, regardless of how anointed they seem, how many miracles they claim, or how large their platform is. 

Pastors have brands, hashtags, merchandise lines, and fan bases. Churches are marketed like corporations. Sermons are produced with the help of AI. And the Gospel of "He must increase, I must decrease" has been replaced with "Personal branding is ministry." When the pastor's personality becomes the draw - when people attend for him rather than for Jesus - we've crossed into idolatry. And idolatry always, eventually, leads to abuse. The cult of personality creates an environment where questioning the leader feels like questioning God. Where the leader's vision supersedes Scripture. Where loyalty to the man trumps loyalty to truth. It's spiritual alchemy - transforming a mere human into a demi-god who operates beyond accountability.

We need to think about ministry and how we have structured it to carry all the aromas of religion. We need to understand how the ministry in its religious format divides the church, instead of uniting it. We are ultimately called to build the Kingdom, not ministry. Yet we build and work on ministry as if we are buildings kingdoms and empires to suit our needs and flaviours. We are called to serve as Jesus served, and not serve for the sake of fame, fortune or self-exaltation. These days, it is all about the “name” of the ministry, its reputation, and its stature. Is ministry not supposed to be about God and God alone? To Him belongs the Name above all names.
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The absence of light, love and life
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WE LIVE IN A TIME OF darkness, hate, death, falseness, poverty, famine and plague. Across the world, there is evidence of war, conflict, murder, violence and the abuse of people.

There are many reasons for such upheaval, yet the Lord reminds us that darkness only exists when light does not shine. Therefore, darkness is the absence of light. Hate is the absence of love. Cold comes when warmth is absent. Death reigns where there is no life. In the end, darkness, death, coldness and hate cannot exist when the better half exists.

For when light shines, there is no place for darkness. Darkness will always flee when the light comes, just as when the sun rises in the morning. When love is present, there is no room for hate and anger.    

For those who live in Africa, we call the continent dark and cold, and full of death (famine, plague, war and starvation). We shake our heads at all the violence, mutilations, extortions, conflict and misery. This is, however, also the case across the world where conflict on all levels is escalating – be it in homes, at the borders or at the foreign level. We live in a world of oppression, depression, suppression and demonic possession. 

But says the Lord, is the global crisis, also seen in Africa, not because there is no real light shining in the continent, no holy fires burning, no love shown, and no life declared and manifested? Is Africa and the world not suffering because
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Part Two: The Threshing Floor
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