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			Dedication

			
		
    Exodus 15:1. Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider are cast into the sea.
Note that they were singing, singing a very loud and triumphant song; and one would have thought that they would have continued singing for the next forty years. It was such a triumph, such a deliverance, the arm of God was so bare before their eyes, that you would have thought their jubilation would have lasted a lifetime, at least. On the contrary, it lasted only a very short time. Yet what a song it was that they sang! "I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; he has cast the horse and his rider into the sea." What a song of triumph is that which is sung by souls saved from sin, and death, and hell, by the great atoning sacrifice of Christ! Oh, when we first realize that we have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, we do, indeed, "feel like singing all the time," because our sins have been washed away, and we have a notion that we shall go on singing always until we join in the song of the glorified in heaven. So it should be; but, alas, by sad experience we know that it is not so! Nevertheless, the song of Moses and the children of Israel continues:
Exodus 15:2 The Lord is my strength and my song, and he is become my salvation; he is my God, and I will prepare him a dwelling place; the God of my father, and I will exalt him.
The heart is prompted by gratitude to think of doing something for God. It thinks to prepare him a dwelling place; but what dwelling place shall we prepare for him whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain? All that we can do is too little for the greatness of his grace and glory. "Well hast thou made it to be in thine heart," said the Lord to David, though he could not prepare God a dwelling place. It is well that it should be in our hearts today to do some little thing for the glory of God. As an old Puritan says, we give for love tokens a cracked sixpence, or a flower that soon withers. It is accepted as a love token, not for its intrinsic value, but as an emblem of what our heart feels and would do if it could. So it is with the Lord and the service His people seek to render Him. He takes our trifles and makes much of them.

— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction
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Exodus is the second book written by Moses and continues the story begun in the book of Genesis, although there was a gap of at least three and a half centuries. Genesis 15:13 said that Abraham's descendants would remain 400 years in Egypt. Exodus 12:40 says it was 430 years and Paul's letter to the Galatians 3:16, 17, confirms this as the exact period.

Exodus means "going out" and tells the story of redemption. The message of this book is stated in the letter to the Hebrews 11:23-29, which reads:

"By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden by his parents for three months, because they saw that he was a beautiful child and did not fear the king's edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the temporal pleasures of sin, counting the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he had his eye on the reward. By faith he went out of Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, because he stood firm as seeing the Invisible One. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as through dry land, and when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned."

Let us make some brief comments on certain details.

A biblical scholar has stated that in this book, nothing begins, nothing ends. It is, in effect, a continuation of Genesis.

In Genesis 46:27, we were told that 70 members of Jacob's family entered Egypt. The number of people who left Egypt at the time of the Exodus could be put at 2,100,000. Although it is impossible to be certain of the dates of this remote period, it is possible that Joseph entered Egypt during the period of the Hyksos or shepherd kings, who were Semitic conquerors related to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In fact, the Israelites may have been the only friends of those kings, who were hated by the Egyptians. Finally, they were driven out by a native Egyptian dynasty, which was understandably hostile to foreigners and from which descended the Pharaoh who would oppress the Jews and who had not known Joseph.

Moses is presented as the outstanding figure in the book of Exodus. He is the author of the Pentateuch, so called because it includes the first five books of the Old Testament, which are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. In Exodus, the life of Moses is divided into 3 periods of 40 years each:

1. 40 years in Pharaoh's palace in Egypt.

2. 40 years in the desert of Midian.

3. 40 years in the wilderness as leader of Israel.

The education received by Moses in Egypt, presumably in the Temple of the Sun, had evidently not prepared him to follow God and lead Israel out of Egypt. God prepared him in the wilderness for 40 years to reveal to him that he alone could not deliver Israel. He trained him not only to be a statesman capable of ruling a people but also to be God's spokesman to that people.

After that 40-year period of preparation, God sent him back to Egypt to gather together the elder leaders of Israel and to present himself before Pharaoh. Pharaoh would refuse to allow Israel to leave that nation, so a struggle would arise between God and the gods of Egypt, a country dominated by idolatry, with thousands of temples and millions of idols. Behind this idolatry was Satan and religion was really a power in Egypt. In Paul's second letter to Timothy we read that

"And as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these also oppose the truth; men of depraved minds, reprobate concerning the faith."

In his encounter with Moses and Aaron, recounted in Exodus 5:2, Pharaoh would ask:

"Who is the Lord that I should listen to his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and besides, I will not let Israel go."

God presented Himself to Pharaoh, and Pharaoh, after suffering the ordeal of the plagues, professed to acknowledge Him as God. Exodus 9:27, reads as follows:

"Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said to them, "This time I have sinned; the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are the wicked.

And in 10:16, it says:

"Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said, I have sinned against the Lord your God and against you."

From that episode the question arises: and why were the 10 plagues sent? Because they were part of God's battle against the gods of Egypt. Each of the plagues was directed against a specific god of Egypt. In Exodus 12:12, we read:

"For in that night I will pass through the land of Egypt, and will smite every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and I will execute judgments against all the gods of Egypt. I, the Lord."

God wanted to reveal to His own people that He, the Lord, was immeasurably greater than any god of Egypt and, therefore, had the power to deliver them.

After this brief introduction we will begin to study the first chapter of this book.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Exodus 1:1-22
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Theme: Israel in Egypt; a new Pharaoh; the enslavement and persecution of Israel; the heroism of two women.
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Remarks
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The first verses of this book connect it with the account in the book of Genesis, and present a list of the first arrivals in Egypt, quickly passing over the years that have elapsed. Verse 7 of this first chapter continues the account given in Genesis.

The key verse in the book of Exodus is found in 20:2, which reads:

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage."

Let us read, then, the first 6 verses, which begin to tell us the trajectory of the people of,
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Israel in Egypt
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"These are the names of the children of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob; each one went with his family: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. All the people who descended from Jacob were seventy souls. But Joseph was already in Egypt. And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation."

As we have already stated, Exodus is the continuation of Genesis. Joseph's death concluded Genesis. Verse 6 tells us that Joseph, all his brothers and that whole generation had died. At least three and a half centuries had passed. And, from now on, the story will take us to consider, from its beginnings,
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Slavery under the Egyptians
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In Genesis 46, God had said that Israel would become a great nation with a large population in the land of Egypt. Verse 7, which we read below, indicates that this prophecy was really fulfilled. This verse says:

"But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied and became exceedingly mighty, and the land was filled with them."

But verse 8 adds that a very important change took place:

"And there arose over Egypt a new king who had not known Joseph."

A new Pharaoh had come to the throne of Egypt, who had never heard of Joseph. Perhaps the Hyksos, or shepherd kings, who were Semites, having been deposed in the past by the previous dynasty of Egyptian kings, now occupied the throne again. Not having known Joseph, the new ruler did not consider himself indebted to Joseph or his descendants.

Verse 8 teaches us a very important lesson. It is that we have a great responsibility to teach the Word of God to every generation, especially to children. If this teaching is neglected, a time will come when the Bible will be forgotten.

On one occasion, an executive of a company that manufactures a very famous beverage reminded me that a percentage of the price of each bottle was invested in advertising. I found it hard to believe that it was necessary to advertise such a well-known and well-established product. I pointed out to the businessman how many advertisements I had seen in a small town, which seemed to me to be an exaggeration. He logically disagreed with me and asked me if I had seen any advertisements for a certain popular product in my childhood years. I replied that I hadn't seen any lately. He then clarified that, one day, the production company thought it was no longer necessary to advertise. As a result, the article gradually fell into oblivion.

We return to the story, which told us that the new Pharaoh had not heard of Joseph. This reminds me that there has always been a new generation that has not heard of the Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes we can be surprised that our children, because they have not lived through them, are unaware of historical events that we have witnessed and that caused us affliction or great hardship. Therefore, it is necessary to teach the next generation what happened to the previous generation. In the case of this Biblical passage, a generation arose that ignored the name of Joseph, and so it happened that the hero of his time, famous for the role he had played in the survival of that country, was now only an unknown. To think that he had been so popular that when he died, he received the most spectacular tributes!

Consequently, the new Pharaoh was not at all well disposed toward the Israelites. As his predecessors had been. Let us read verses 9 to 11:

"And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more in number and stronger than we. Let us therefore deal shrewdly with him, lest he multiply, and in case of war join with them that hate us, and fight against us, and depart out of the land. Then they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh the cities of storage, Pithon, and Rameses".

In fact, there was a real possibility that Israel had joined forces with Egypt's enemies. Although Pharaoh needed slaves, the simplest way to solve the problem would have been simply to let them leave the country. However, he tried to solve the problem in his own way; he forced them to work hard, building cities where provisions would be stored. And they had to construct the buildings with bricks that they, as slaves, were forced to make. At the beginning of their slavery, the Israelites were provided with straw to make the bricks. But as Pharaoh's persecution worsened, they were forced to procure their own straw and, at the same time, produce the same number of bricks as they made before. Undoubtedly, the Israelites found themselves in a very difficult situation, as the Egyptians increasingly hardened their living conditions. Verse 12 says:

"But the more they oppressed them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread, so that the Egyptians came to fear the children of Israel."

God had told Abraham that Israel would go through times of hardship in Egypt. The book of Genesis 15:13 said,

"And God said to Abram, Be sure of this, that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years."

In this verse there were 3 predictions: The Israelites would be strangers in a foreign land; they would be slaves and, they would be oppressed. All these predictions had been fulfilled precisely in the period covered by the first verses of Exodus 1.

But the more the Egyptians oppressed the Israelites, the more their population increased. Let us continue reading verses 13 to 16;

"So the Egyptians forced the children of Israel to toil, and made their lives bitter with hard bondage in making clay and bricks, and in all manner of work in the field; all their labors they forced upon them with rigor. And the king of Egypt spoke to the midwives of the Hebrew women, one of whom was called Shiphrah, and the other Puah, and said to them, When you attend the Hebrew women in childbirth, and see them on the bed of childbirth, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, then she shall live."

In spite of the persecution and cruelty with which they were treated, God's blessing was with them. Then the king noticed the remarkable numerical growth of that people of slaves and spoke with the midwives of the Hebrew women. It is interesting to note the names of the two women: Sifra means "beauty" and Puá, "splendor", qualities that characterized Egyptian women, as can be seen by the female figures created by Egyptian painters. The aforementioned women apparently occupied a high official position in Egypt and were in charge of controlling the nurses responsible for assisting women in the birth of their children.

This was another attempt by Satan to destroy the line of descent leading to the Lord Jesus Christ. Attempts of this type were recorded throughout the Bible, from the Old to the New Testament. Many attempts to destroy the Jews have taken place in history and it is interesting to note how anti-Semitism has spread throughout the world. It is satanic in its origin and, consequently, no child of God should identify with such sentiments or actions. It is usually people who do not know or have a relationship with God who take part in such persecution.

This passage has led us to consider anti-Semitism. Although, really, any racial hatred, no matter against whom it is directed, is alien to the Christian spirit. This should give pause for thought to all those who, from within or outside of different churches and religions, maintain this attitude today. In my opinion, no person can study the Word of God and, at the same time, become a persecutor driven by racial hatred which, in this historical case, refers to anti-Semitism and its historical projections.

In the midst of this attack, God intervened, through,
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The heroism of two women
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Let us read verses 17 to 22:

"But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but left the children alive. The king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, 'Why have you done this, and left the children alive? And the midwives answered Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are strong and give birth before the midwife comes to them. And God favored the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very powerful. And it came to pass that because the midwives feared God, He prospered their families. And Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the Nile, and every daughter ye shall leave alive."

This attempt to destroy the Hebrew male children was a political maneuver that did not work. Those heroic Egyptian women had to choose between obeying Pharaoh or God. Their gesture is an eloquent example for us today, in times of lack of commitment and insensitivity, showing us how God acts, protecting the integrity and honor of those who choose Him. They had learned to fear and respect God and their obedience was taken into account and rewarded by God, who made their name highly respected not only in Israel but also in Egypt.

If Pharaoh's command had been carried out, the people of Israel would have been quickly exterminated. But such a command was disobeyed and the subsequent chapters will clearly demonstrate this. God raised up Moses to deliver the people of Israel from the slavery of the Egyptians.

Exodus is the great book of salvation, of redemption that actually reveals, with vivid illustrations and historical images, how God delivers us today from sin, from the world as a system that opposes God, from our physical nature with its evil and disordered desires and from the devil, the enemy of God.

God, by His love and grace, can free you from every bondage and form of oppression. You just have to be aware of how He approached you when He sent Jesus Christ to die on a cross. He rose again and conquered. And you too can share in that victory.
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Theme: God prepared a deliverer for His people; the birth of Moses; Moses' first 40 years in Pharaoh's palace; Moses' relationship with Israel and the people's rejection; Moses' marriage to a woman of another nation.

In our previous episode, we ended the first chapter of Exodus with the story of Pharaoh's persecution of the children born in the families of Israel, in contrast with the attitude of the midwives who courageously hid the information required by the sovereign, due to their recognition and respect for God. At the beginning of this chapter 2, we will mention some brief ones,
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Remarks
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This chapter presents a relevant figure; Moses, Israel's liberator, as the main protagonist of the first eleven chapters, whose main themes are:

Chapter 1 - Slavery of Israel in Egypt.

Chapter 2 - Birth of Moses; the first years in Pharaoh's palace.

Chapter 3 - God's call to Moses; second 40-year period Midian (the incident of the burning bush is described).

Chapter 4 - Return of Moses to Egypt; announcement of Israel's deliverance.

Chapter 5 - The Disputes with Pharaoh (and the 10 plagues against the idolatry of Egypt)

Exodus is the great book of salvation, of redemption. No theme or event begins in this book, which is simply a continuation of the story begun in the book of Genesis, which will continue in the books of Leviticus and Numbers.

Let us begin the Bible reading with verses 1 and 2, which relate,
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The birth of Moses
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"A man of the house of Levi went and took to wife a daughter of Levi. And the woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months."

This is the age-old story of a man who sees a woman, falls in love, and she in turn falls in love with him. They marry and have a child, as happens everywhere.

Moses was writing the story of his parents and their birth and he did so tersely, without going into further detail. For this reason, we must turn to other parts of the Bible for more details about those events. If we had the opportunity to write our own biography, we would probably include more details about our parents. However, Moses did not even mention the names of his parents. These were ordinary people, living in slavery, members of the tribe of Levi. At this point, that is all Moses recorded in the account. Although he later includes their names: Amram and Jochebed.

Verse 2 says that Moses was a handsome, healthy boy; and the writer was reluctant to give us a more detailed description of himself. Let us read verses 3 and 4:

"But not being able to hide it any longer, he took a small basket of rushes and caulked it with asphalt and pitch. Then he put the child in it, and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the Nile. And the child's sister stood afar off to see what would happen to him."

It is evident that Moses was a healthy child. His parents could, at first, hide him, but there came a day when the child began to cry and scream at the top of his lungs. What a contrast with the scene that would take place years later, when the Lord would ask him to be his spokesman before Pharaoh and Moses would reply that he did not know how to speak!

Jocabed had a serious problem; he could not hide the child any longer. It would have been imprudent to keep him in the house, for a guard could easily have heard him crying, which would have meant the death of the child. And since faith is not incompatible with common sense, which is also provided by God, Jochebed acted wisely and placed Moses in the small basket of reeds, thus demonstrating his faith and trust in God's intervention to protect his son, leaving him in a safe place, by the river bank, frequented by people who could pick him up. In addition, she placed Moses' sister in a place where she could prudently watch over him. Let us continue reading verses 5 to 10:

"And Pharaoh's daughter went down to bathe in the Nile, and while her maidens were strolling along the bank of the river, she saw the little basket among the reeds and sent one of her maids to fetch it. And when she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the child was crying. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews' children. And the sister of the child said unto Pharaoh's daughter, Wilt thou that I go and fetch thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Yes, go. And the damsel went and called the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child, and nurse him for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child and brought him up. And when the child was grown, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son; and she called his name Moses, saying, For I have brought him up out of the waters."

What happened shows us the hand of the Lord and how He was going to intervene in this situation in which Jochebed demonstrated his faith, common sense and sensitivity. No less than Pharaoh's daughter went down to the river to bathe in that protected place and the basket caught her attention. Once the basket was opened, the child began to cry and the woman could not remain insensitive. Her feelings prevailed over the orders her father had issued regarding the Hebrew children. And that was also the opportune moment for Moses' sister to appear and offer a useful suggestion to the princess. The actual turn of events shows us how God acted on behalf of those who placed their faith in Him. For the child's mother herself was charged with raising him. Later, Pharaoh's daughter would give the child the name Moses, which meant precisely, "saved from the waters".

Although the historical identification of the oppression-era Pharaoh has been the subject of controversy and speculation, Pharaoh's daughter may have been the eldest daughter of the famous Ramses II or, perhaps, his sister. According to the customs of the time, the first son of the princess, was entitled to accede to the throne and, then, in the event that Ramses II and his queen had remained childless, Moses would have been Pharaoh's successor.

Let's consider now, the,
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Moses' first attempt to help his people
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Moses spent the first forty years of his life in Pharaoh's court, where he grew up and was educated as an Egyptian. His appearance, his manner of speaking and his way of acting were those of an Egyptian. Later, in this book of Exodus, we will see that when he arrived in Midian, he was recognized as an Egyptian.

Moses was educated in the great Temple of the Sun, which was the most important university of that time. Sometimes, we tend to give little value to the knowledge and achievements of the Egyptians. Their knowledge of astronomy was extraordinary and included studies on the distance between the sun and the earth and theories on the roundness of the earth. They were also noted for their mastery of chemistry, evident in the way they were able to embalm the dead; a technique that has yet to be equaled. Their skill in the preparation of colors was extraordinary, for the shades achieved were of greater brilliance than ours today, since it has not been possible to discover the formulas for producing the color used by the Egyptians. It is incredible that such colors are still luminous, surprisingly vivid and beautiful after 4,000 years.

In addition to all these discoveries, the Egyptians also had a great library. The Biblical account informs us that Moses was educated in all the wisdom of Egypt. The only great lack in Moses' academic preparation was that he had not been instructed in how to serve God. But let us not make light of him, for he was an extraordinary man. Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian church, gave us a penetrating insight into this period of Moses' life. In the book of the Acts of the Apostles 7:20-29, we can read the following:

"It was about this time that Moses was born. He was beautiful in the sight of God, and was brought up for three months in his father's house. After he was left to die, Pharaoh's daughter took him and brought him up as her own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was a mighty man in word and in deed. But when he was about to reach the age of forty years, he felt in his heart a desire to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. And when he saw that one of them was treated unjustly, he defended him and avenged the oppressed by killing the Egyptian. He thought his brothers understood that God was giving them freedom through him, but they did not understand. The next day he came to them, when two of them were quarreling, and tried to make peace between them, saying, Men, you are brothers, why do you strike one another? But he that smote his neighbor thrust him, saying, Who made thee ruler and judge over us? wilt thou slay me, as thou didst slay the Egyptian yesterday? When Moses heard these words, he fled and became a stranger in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons".

In other words, all the education received in Egypt did not prepare Moses to liberate the people of Israel. One day he was walking down the street and saw one of his people being chased and beaten by one of those who controlled the slaves. He could not suppress his impulses and his reaction was to kill the guard. He looked around to check if anyone had seen him. But his main problem was that he did not look in the direction of God, who did not approve of what he had done. In fact, without knowing it, he had pretended to be 40 years ahead of God's plans to deliver the people of Israel. Consequently, God was going to send him to a distant place in the wilderness. Let us read verse 15;

"When Pharaoh heard of the matter, he sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled from Pharaoh's presence and went to live in the land of Midian, and there he sat by a well."

The following paragraph tells us how,
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In Midian, Moses chose a wife from another nation.
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Moses had lived 40 years in Egypt which, as we have already stated, had not prepared him for the experiences of the rest of his life. Let us read the last paragraph of our study today; verses 16 to 22:

"And the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they went and drew water, and filled the basins to water their father's flock. Then shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and defended them, and watered their flock. And when they returned to Reuel their father, he said, Why have you returned so soon this day? They answered: An Egyptian has delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds; and moreover he drew water for us, and watered the flock. And he said to his daughters, Where is he? why have you left the man? Invite him to eat something to eat. And Moses agreed to dwell with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses. And she bore a son, and Moses called his name Gershom; for he said, I am a pilgrim in a foreign land.

In this episode in which Moses would meet his future father-in-law, he demonstrated his courage and sense of justice by intervening in the abuse committed against those women. This is how Sephora became Moses' wife. It is interesting to note that many of the men of Old Testament times were Christ figures. Although not every detail of their lives symbolized Christ, as might be expected, their lives themselves illustrated Christ in some way. For example, when Moses killed the Egyptian, a sharp contrast was marked between him and the person of Christ, our Savior. However, Moses symbolized Christ in the fact that he was God's chosen deliverer; he too was rejected by the people of Israel and went to people of other non-Jewish nations, uniting himself to a wife belonging to those peoples. After that, he appeared again before Israel as their deliverer and was accepted.

So we find Moses in the land of Midian, which for the next 40 years would be his home and where two of his sons were born. There in the desert, he would begin his preparation to become the deliverer of the people of Israel, slaves in Egypt.

Regarding Moses' marriage, there has always been a question mark. I have no doubt that he must have loved his wife. But the information available to us does not reveal that there was an admirable relationship with his wife. This part of his life is one of the episodes that Moses, in a way, overlooks. The name Sephora meant "sparrow," or small bird, which could describe a person of small stature and nervousness. Perhaps one could see some confusion in Moses, regarding his own identity and the promises God had given to Israel, in the name he gave his first son, Gershom, whose meaning in Hebrew was related to his situation of being a wanderer in a foreign land. In the past, God had promised Abraham the land of Canaan. On the one hand, he could remember Egypt as his own land and, on the other hand, there was the oppression in which Israel lived in that country and its need for liberation.

We can imagine what must have gone through Moses' mind as he recalled his immediate past, with its high position and privileges, and his later situation as a nomad in the wilderness. The tremendous contrast surely gave rise to questions regarding his past situation and future prospects. Why would that unfortunate and serious incident that prompted his flight from Egypt have had to occur? Was his unfavorable situation already irreversible? Would there be any way to rebuild his life? Would there really be a future for him?

Although he could not see it, we know that God had great purposes for his life, since he would become the one who would free Israel from slavery. Also as a legislator and leader of a people, his name would figure as one of the most outstanding characters of Biblical times and history.

From our distant situation in time, we can recognize in those questions many of the questions that we can ask ourselves today about events that may have occurred in our lives: Why did we have to go through certain experiences? Will we have to endure endless consequences for a mistake made? Is there a way to repair the damage suffered? Are there prospects for a hopeful future? Is it worthwhile to get our hopes up again for something?

In this sense, the life of this character will show us how he was learning to fit his vital questions with the purposes that God had for him. And it will help us to understand the meaning of our own existence, illuminating our own situation before God and in this life, and avoiding that our own questions block us, anguish us and immobilize us. In this study you will discover that God has a purpose for you, in spite of the fact that reality leads you to fix your thoughts on unanswerable questions, without any possible human explanation. In the light of his trajectory and relationship with God, Moses was discovering the purpose of his existence and the meaning of his mission in this life. Does it not seem to you that this is also our option, our hope? And why not, our illusion?
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Exodus 2:23-3:8
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Our previous episode ended with a familiar scene, in Midian, where Moses, who had had to flee from Egypt, married and had children. There he began his long period of sojourn in the wilderness.

We will begin our study today by reading verses 23 to 25:

"And it came to pass after a long time, that the king of Egypt died. And the children of Israel groaned because of their bondage, and cried; and their groaning, because of their bondage, came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had regard for them".

God was ordering the course of events to liberate the Israelite people, oppressed in Egypt. In the process, he was preparing Moses to be the deliverer. God did not choose to liberate the Israelites because they were superior to the Egyptians, nor because they had been faithful to Him, nor because they had avoided being drawn into idolatry. On the contrary, they had been very unfaithful to God. They had worshipped and served the idols of pagan religions rather than Him. It must be remembered that, later in history, after they had been liberated from Egypt and when they were being led by Moses through the wilderness, on the first occasion that arose, they made a golden calf to worship Him. God's desire had been to deliver them because they were helpless, in desperate bondage. Unless someone had intervened on their behalf, they would have perished.

God presented two reasons for delivering Israel:

1. He had heard the cry of their suffering.

2. He had remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Israel's desperate and hopeless condition appealed to God's heart. And His promise to bring Abraham's descendants back to the land after 400 years was the reason God devised a plan to deliver them.

Why do you think God has saved you (if indeed He has)? God has saved us for the same reason that He saved the people of Israel. He found nothing in us that was worthy of His salvation. He made it clear that we are not saved by any merit we possess. The apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans 3:23 and 24,

"for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

The word "freely" means, "freely, without a cause". We have been saved from our sins without a reason for it. In the original language the same word is used, when in the Gospel according to John 15:25, quoting one of the Psalms, it is said that Jesus was hated without cause, without reason. God did not decide to save me because he saw in me good qualities. The truth is that God saw us in all the darkness of our sin and ignorance, far from Him. He saw that we were hopelessly lost and unable to save ourselves.

God's love made him provide a Savior. As it is said in the Gospel according to John 3:16:

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

What saved us was the grace of God, which reached out to us generously. We have been saved, then, if any reason or motive required it, by His grace, for having been bought with the sacrifice in which His Son Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross. Upon hearing that good news, we have only had to accept individually and by faith, that salvation.

It is true that many people think that God has seen in them something worthy or deserving of salvation. Or that he saved them as sinners who could go on becoming good people. This way of thinking is completely wrong. We can never change, or transform ourselves into good people, because each one of us has an old nature, which is no longer good enough, in which neither goodness nor goodness dwells, but the evil of disordered human desires. No less than the apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans 7:18, wrote: "For I know that in me, that is, in my nature as a sinful man, there is nothing good".... That is why when God saves us, he provides us with a new nature. And that is why, also, that old nature, with time, must be controlled and annulled.

Returning to our Biblical passage and summarizing, I will say that God saw nothing good in Israel. But, as we have already pointed out, he heard the cry of those people under the oppression of slavery, and saved them in the same way that he saw our desperate condition and saved us. As indicated in that famous verse we have just read, included in the Gospel according to John, God the Father loved the world and sent his Son to die for the sins of the world. The Son, Jesus Christ consented to come and the Father agreed to save all who would believe in Jesus Christ to receive his salvation. Each individual is left with the choice to accept or reject it.

This is basically the message that God is currently communicating to mankind from this Biblical passage in the book of Exodus. There was no positive spiritual condition or special attraction in those people of Israel that could move God to act. But he heard the cry of pain and despair. In the same way, the passage we have read reminds us that neither can the condition of humanity present before God any motive to save us. In the remote past of Biblical times, and as we have studied in reading the book of Genesis, God made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that promised salvation to those people of Israel. In the same way, He was willing to save anyone who trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior. God's grace is His love in action, His love in motion to offer salvation.

Next, we will begin to consider,
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Exodus 3:1-8
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Theme: God's call to Moses; the burning bush; the revelation of the "I AM"; the promise of divine deliverance; Moses' hesitation to accept God's call; the mission entrusted to Moses.

First, let's highlight a few,
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Remarks
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of a general nature, which place us in the context of the concrete situation of what happened, according to the description of this Biblical passage.

The period of 40 years lived by Moses in Midian had come to an end. We had made it clear that all his academic preparation in Egypt had not been sufficient to prepare him for his important work of liberating the people of Israel from slavery. God trained him during that time in Midian for the great task that awaited him.

The first paragraph of chapter 3 tells us in detail how it went,
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God's call to Moses
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Let us read verses 1 to 3:

"And Moses was feeding the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock toward the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in the midst of a bush; and Moses looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will come near now to see this marvel: why the bush is not burned up."

Moses turned away from the flock to see why the bush burned and the fire did not consume it. One of the greatest proofs of the veracity of the Holy Scriptures is the existence of the nation of Israel. Many years ago an Emperor of Germany asked his chaplain about the main proof for affirming that the Bible was the Word of God. Without hesitation, the chaplain answered that it was the Hebrews. They are the burning bush, a reality that should be carefully examined, giving pause to the unbeliever. It is surprising that this people have maintained such a prolonged existence, from the time of Moses and through the centuries, until the present time. Other peoples have arisen and then died out. But they have attended the funeral of the other nations, and there they are, present on the contemporary scene. Just as it happened to that bush, the people of Israel have not been consumed.

By the way, when was the last time you have seen a Midianite? Have you seen their flag or heard anything about their government? Of course not because, those people have disappeared. The people of Israel, however, have not.

The angel of the Lord who appeared before Moses, from the burning bush, was none other than the pre-incarnate Christ, that is, it was an apparition of Christ prior to his birth in this world. We had seen this situation when we studied the book of Genesis, specifically, with regard to the character who fought with Jacob. Also in this case, it is clear that it was God Himself as it is evident when reading the following verses. This is my conclusion after several years of studying the Word of God. Let us continue reading verses 3 to 5:

"And when the Lord saw that he came near to look, God called to him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here I am. Then He said, 'Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are is holy ground.

We see that the Lord had to correct Moses' manners. Although he had grown up in the court of Pharaoh, he did not know that he had to take off his shoes in the presence of a holy God. Perhaps many people today, when referring to God or addressing Him, express themselves with a familiarity that excludes the respect and dignity that He deserves, because of who He is. The fact that He is our Father does not mean that He should be treated as a study or work companion. A relationship of friendship with Him must include not only naturalness, but also respect. In this sense, this passage also teaches us some lessons about the holiness of God.

Let us continue reading verse 6:

"And he said, I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses covered his face, for he was afraid to look upon God."

Let us observe Moses' attitude of not daring to direct his gaze to God. The essential nature of God cannot be known or contemplated directly by human beings. That nature or true essence can only be known through the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the meaning of the Gospel according to John 1:18;

"No one has ever seen God; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known."

Let us read verses 7 and 8, which conclude the Bible passage chosen for today:

"And the Lord said, Surely I have seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am mindful of their sufferings. And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them out of that land into a good and large land, into a land flowing with milk and honey, into the place of the Canaanites, and of the Hittites, and of the Amorites, and of the Perizzites, and of the Perizzites, and of the Hivites, and of the Jebusites."

When God liberates the human being, he does not only liberate him from something. He always delivers toward something, with a view to something. We have been saved from sin to live consecrated to Him here on earth and to go to heaven to His presence. The apostle Paul explained this concept in his letter to the Ephesians 2:5 and 6;

"even when we were dead in our trespasses, He made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."

This statement emphasizes that God has given us a life and a position in Christ. The statement is clear and leaves no room for doubt. If you are saved today, you are completely saved. And you will remain saved even a million years from now, because of the position you occupy in Christ. Explained in another way, we have been taken out, separated from Adam and introduced into Christ. We have been taken out of the realm of death and brought into life. We have been taken out of the darkness and brought into the light. Although it may seem tremendous, and taking the contrast even further, it is like being taken out of hell and brought into heaven. This, then, is the full meaning of salvation, of redemption, of Jesus Christ's having bought us and set us free. It consists in coming out of something in order to enter into something else.

That is why this last verse expressed that God was going to make that people leave the place and the state of oppression and slavery, to take them and make them enter a good land. Such is the salvation, the redemption, the liberation that God has worked in the past, through the centuries, in the present and as long as the message of the Gospel, the message of the good news is proclaimed in the world.

I don't know if this message has reached you on any other occasion. But, surely you have heard it today. The news of the message is really good and God's invitation, as in many places in the Bible, has been reiterated on numerous occasions. The God who called Moses to a personal relationship with Him, and to carry out a gigantic work, also speaks today through His Word and continues to call, inviting us to accept His work of salvation. We invite you to reflect on this and make a decision.

Sometimes, in the course of our lives, we look for the most opportune moments to make certain important decisions. I remind you of the words of the Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians 6:2, written after quoting the Old Testament prophet Isaiah:

Behold, now is the right time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
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Exodus 3:9-4:5

[image: ]


In the previous episode we saw that when Moses was tending his father-in-law's flock in the area of Mount Horeb, God appeared to him and called to him from a bush that was burning and whose flames did not consume it. In the Biblical passage that we consider today, we find the message that God transmitted to him. Let us read verses 9 to 11:

"And now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me, and I have seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Now therefore come, and I will send you to Pharaoh, that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. But Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?"

It would be good for us to look at what had happened to Moses. Forty years before this moment, he was ready to liberate Israel. He was presumptuous, arrogant. He had killed an Egyptian by freeing one of his own from the persecution he was suffering, because he thought his action would be understood. He thought he could deliver Israel by his own means. But he discovered that he could not, and then God made him go to a distant place, in the desert, to undergo a special and adequate preparation for this great task. It was thus that he came to realize how weak he really was. He had finally learned that he was not capable of delivering Israel by himself.

Now Moses was answering God: "But who am I? I cannot do what you are asking me to do. Dear friend, then God could indeed use him. That is precisely the way God prepares His own. Let's look at some examples. Later in history, He would have to take the young David, who was able to slay a giant, and make him hide in caves and caverns. After that young man had been harassed, like the animal pursued by the hunter, he discovered how weak he was. Then God was able to make him a king.

Elijah, the prophet, was brave enough to go directly to the court of the kings Ahab and Jezebel, according to the account in 1 Kings 17:1, for the purpose of telling them that for a time there would be no dew and no rain, until he announced otherwise. In reality, Elijah was not as brave as he seemed. And God made him pass through the wilderness, where he trains his own. The prophet used to drink from the water of a stream that was drying up, and he must have thought that his life depended on that stream. After going through other experiences, in which God fed him miraculously, he discovered that he was worthless and that God was everything to him. When he realized this, God used him to confront the prophets of Baal, the false god of the Canaanites, by bringing fire down from heaven.

The apostle
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