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​Introduction

The Christian life is simple and complex
simultaneously. Its simplicity rests upon one truth: Jesus Christ
is the Son of God and that faith in Him results in man’s salvation.
However, to live a fruitful Christian life comes from navigating
through the complexities of life.

The Abundant Truth Inspirational Series was
developed to aid the Christian in handling the difficulties that
come with the Christian experience.

In this Publication

Do you keep promises that you make? How many
times in life have we been disappointed because someone made us a
promise and did not keep it? We know that God is not like man.
Whatever He says He is going to do, it shall be done. Whatever He
has promised in the scriptures will surely be manifested in your
life.

In light of this truth, many still have felt
as if the Lord had forgotten them and begun to doubt the promises
that He made to them. However, the Lord is going to perform His
word.

In the biblical account of the patriarch
Abraham, we find that God made him a promise. He told Abraham that
he would have a son. However, he had to wait.

After some time had passed, Sarah did not
conceive, and Abraham fathered a son by his handmaiden, Hagar.
However, we discover that this was not the child of promise.

After more years had passed, we discover that
God performed His word to Abraham and Sarah did have a son. From
this story, we shall explore some valuable truths that will help us
stand as we wait to possess the promise.

In the publication, we will look closely at
the biblical account of God’s promise to Abraham. From this, will
discover truth to help Christians today to maintain faith as we
wait on the promises of God.


​CHAPTER 1 - THE PROMISE IS MADE

After Abram (Abraham) returns from battle and
gives tithes to Melchizedek, the Lord appears to him in a
vision.

After these things the word of the Lord came
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt
thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is
this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast
given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. (Genesis
15:1-3)

Abram asks the Lord that if you are my shield
and exceeding great reward, then why have I not had a son.

Forsaking the World

Abram had left everything familiar to him to
follow the Lord. However, the Lord did not bless him with a child.
Does his question to the Lord sound like us today?

We have left the world and the lusts therein
only to find that we have not received all that we think the Lord
should give us. This was the mindset of Abram. Following in the
passage, we find that God speaks to Abram and tells him that he
would have the son that he has desired.

And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto
him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come
forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. (Genesis
15:4)

Ignoring the Circumstances

God spoke this to him in spite of the
facts:

1. He was old.

2. Sarai, his wife, was old.

3. Sarai was barren.

We discover, in spite of the obstacles, that
Abram believed the Lord.

And he believed in the Lord; and he counted
it to him for righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

We, too, must stand on the promises of God.
God made him a promise in the most unfavorable conditions. We must
understand that our present circumstances and conditions do not
negate or hinder the promises of God from coming to pass in our
lives.

If God has made you a promise or you are
believing God for something by faith – continue to believe. If
Abram could believe against the odds, so can we.


​CHAPTER 2 - THE PROMISE IS DELAYED

When we think of the something being delayed,
it is often attributed to some outside influence. However, the plan
of God cannot be delayed except by God himself.

It's Not Your Fault

Do not think that you have done something
wrong or someone else is hindering your blessing or promise from
coming to pass. Whatever the Lord has for you, it is for you.

In our story, God did not bring the promise
to pass immediately. We find that because of this, Sarai tells
Abram to take her handmaid and have an heir by her.

And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the
Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my
maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram
hearkened to the voice of Sarai. (Genesis 16:2)

This was not because they did not believe
God.

He staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God.
(Romans 4:20)

It’s God’s Plan

For in God’s promise to Abram, He had made no
mention of Sarai. He told Abram from his own bowels would an heir
come. Since the customs of the day allowed such a practice, Abram
went into Hagar and she conceived and brought forth a son, calling
him Ishmael.

And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called
his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. (Genesis 16:15)

However, we discover that this was not the
fulfillment of the promise. How many times did it seem you were
close to walking in what the Lord had promised, only to discover
that it was not His will?

Oftentimes, we like Abram, produce “Ishmael”
in our lives and we think it is the promise. This is why many are
disappointed and discouraged. When they thought God’s promise was
coming to pass and it was not received, rather than standing on the
promise, they began to doubt that God had ever spoken to them.

We cannot doubt God’s promise because of
apparent delays and setbacks. His word to us will come to pass.
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