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			G.B. Gurland has been an educator for over forty years, as professor emerita and former director of the program in speech-language pathology at Brooklyn College. She has extensive experience working with children, adolescents, and young adults with reading and literacy challenges. She has edited and published several workbooks on vocabulary development and is the author of the highly praised middle grade novels The Secret Files of Phineas Foster (2016) and Orphan’s Bond (2021), as well as the delightful Olives, Where Are You? (2018); Emily Fisher-Word Maven (2019); and Soon, Almost, I’m Not Ready Yet (2023) for young readers.
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			“It’s not fair, it’s just not fair,” Kaylie grumbled as she picked up the toys one by one, placing them carefully in her overstuffed pocket. “Why do I always get stuck doing the cleanup when Tuck and Wally hurry back to the forest after we finish playing?” 

			“Well, I guess you do such a good job that your friends depend on you to do all of the work,” Mamma Kangaroo explained.
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			“It’s probably this great big pocket that I have that makes me so good at cleanup,” Kaylie replied as she stuffed the last of the puzzle pieces into her pouch. “It’s nice to know that everyone thinks I’m good at something, but not if it means that I always get stuck doing the work by myself,” she complained.
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			Kaylie was feeling rather grumpy when she hopped back out to the forest on her way to town to visit her grandmother.
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			Suddenly she bumped into Tuck Turtle on his way to the pond for a swim. 

			“It was fun playing at your house today. Do you want to go for a swim, Kaylie?” Tuck asked. 

			“Nope,” answered Kaylie as she continued along her way, hopping and grumbling to herself.
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			“Wow, Kaylie is sure in a crummy mood. I wonder what’s bothering her,” Tuck said as he walked down to the pond. “I wonder if I did something to make her angry, or if something happened after Wally and I left her house today.”
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			No sooner did she pass Tuck on the path, when she saw Wally Koala scampering up a tree to reach the topmost and juiciest leaves. 

			“Hey Kaylie,” shouted Wally. “Sure had a great time at your place today. Your mamma makes the best leaf chip cookies.” 

			But before Wally could finish his sentence, Kaylie hopped off at record speed without a word.
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			Wally knew something was wrong, but he had no idea what it was.
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			He scooted down out of the eucalyptus tree when he stumbled on Tuck, slowly making his way on the path to the pond. 

			“What’s up with Kaylie?” they both said at the same time. They knew she was angry about something, but had no idea what she was angry about. 

			Tuck and Wally thought and thought about everything that happened when they were at Kaylie’s house that morning.
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			“I remembered to take turns
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